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MISCELLANEOUS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

Speeches by the Revd Paul Benfield in moving the motions 

 
The constitution of all organisations needs to be kept up to date to reflect changes both within 
the organisation and changes outside the organisation which affect it. In this respect Forward  
in Faith is no different to any other organisation.  And so we come to various amendments to 
our constitution which might seem trivial, but in fact are important to the future smooth 
running of the charity. 
 

1. Amendment 1 relates to clause 7 of the constitution which deals with members of the 
council. At present the  bishops of Beverley, Ebbsfleet, Richborough and Fulham are 
to be ex officio members of the Council of Forward in Faith if they ministering under 
the  terms of the 1993 Act of Synod are to be members  of the Council of Forward in 
Faith if they are members of Forward in Faith. The act of Synod has been rescinded 
and replaced by the House of Bishops’ declaration and so this needs to be reflected in 
the constitution.  
 

2. There is no longer a chairman of the National College of Regional Deans as the office 
has been abolished so he cannot need to be a member of the Council. But there is now 
a chairman of the Council of the Bishops of the Society who ought to be an ex officio  
member of the Council. The Society will be defined in a later amendment. 
 

3. There is no longer an office of regional dean and so Clause 8 which refers to that 
office should be removed from the constitution. 
 

4. Regional Deans have been have been replaced by Bishops Representatives in England 
and these ought to members of the National Assembly, together with the Dean for 
Scotland and the regional deans appointed by Credo Cymru. This amendment 
achieves those changes. 
 

5. In amendments 2 and 4 which you have passed, reference is made to the Society. This 
need defining as the Society under the Patronage of St Wilfrid and St Hilda. 
 

6. At present it is not clear that members of the National Assembly must be members of 
Forward in Faith. This amendment makes that an express requirement. 
 

7. At present non-members of Forward in Faith could be officers of a local branch. This 
is unsatisfactory since they control branch funds which must only be used for the 
objects of the Society. This amendment makes it a requirement that to be an officer of 
a branch a person must be a member of Forward in Faith. 
 


