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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS RELATING TO THE 1994 COMMUNION 
STATEMENT AND THE SOCIETY 

 
Speeches by the Revd Paul Benfield in moving the motions 

1. At present the objects of F in F and those who can be members of F in F are defined 
by reference to the Agreed Statement on Communion. This statement was drafted 
after the 1993 legislation on women priests and is not now fit for purpose for life with 
the new package of legislation and other documents on women bishops since it refers 
to the 1993 Act of Synod which has been rescinded. 
 
So we need to de-couple the Constitution from the Communion Statement and 
introduce alternative safeguards. 
 
(a) Removes the reference to the Agreed Statement on Communion where it occurs in 

the constitution where  in clauses dealing with objects, membership and the 
National Assembly,  and replaces it with ‘the traditional understanding of the 
historic apostolic succession, the ministry of bishops and priests, and full ecclesial 
communion.’ 
 
That latter phrase is itself defined para (d) of this amendment in the interpretation 
clause as ‘the understanding as reflected in the Book of Common Prayer, the 
Ordinal and the Canons of the Church of England prior to the coming into force of 
the Priests (Ordination of Women) Measure 1993 and the Canons promulged on 
22 February 1994.’ 
 
Now before that measure and those canons came into force there were only male 
priests and bishops in the Church of England and so there was full ecclesial 
communion between all bishops and priests. That is the defining objective 
standard to which we will now look in our constitution. 
 

(b) and (c) reflect the change in name of the Charity Commissioners to the Charity 
Commission, but more importantly make the interpretation clause to which I have 
just referred one which cannot be altered except with the  consent in writing of the 
Charity Commission. In other words a future wayward National Assembly cannot 
undo these changes without scrutiny by the Charity Commission who would want 
to see something similar in their place. These changes to the objects are therefore 
secure. 

 
2. Clause 3 of the constitution contains the powers of the charity. Now that the work of 

Forward in Faith is much concerned with supporting the Society it seems prudent to 
have an express power permitting such work. So a new sub clause c) gives that power. 
But that power does not detract from the original power in clause b)  power to seek an 
ecclesial structure which will continue the orders of bishop and priest as the Church 
has received them and can guarantee a true sacramental life. 
 


