
Forward in Faith Assembly – Benediction Reflection 19/11/16 

And so at the end of this day, we consciously turn to Christ – our Lord 

and Saviour; the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

When we look at statues, icons and paintings of the Madonna and child,  

Mary is usually pictured with Jesus on her lap or in her arms, but she 

tends to be holding Jesus not to herself, but out to us. She’s the 

Theotokos – God-bearer.  

Understandably our focus has sometimes been on the brokenness of 

our institutional church. We’ve had times of despairing about the future 

and whether we even still have a place in the Church of England. 

There’s a danger that what we hold out to others is this brokenness and 

our pain and not Jesus Christ.  

Here, on this altar where the sacrifice of the mass is offered every day, 

Jesus is placed firmly as our focus of attention. The altar is the God-

bearer.  

As we gaze on him now in adoration, we gaze on the hope of the whole 

world. Whatever happens in the Church of England, nothing can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. With St. Paul 

‘we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose.’ Human sin and brokenness 

will not prevail – Christ’s sacrifice was once and for all: ‘Neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 

As we gaze on him, we do so in faith, with hope and love. There’s no 

need for us to be dominated by fear or despair – ‘faith, hope, love, these 

three, but the greatest of these is love.’   

We’re called to be ‘theotokoi’ – God bearers. Holding out to our broken 

world Jesus Christ – the saviour of the world. This service isn’t just a 

private viewing for the elite, but a call to us to go out and proclaim the 

good news: ‘go and tell’ said the angel in the tomb to the disciples. In a 

vision to Paul, the Lord said: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not 

be silent.  For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm 

you, because I have many people in this city.’ 

So as we kneel and adore our risen Lord and Saviour, let us consciously 

re-commit ourselves to him – joyful and unafraid.   



Lord, Jesus, as we kneel before Your hidden presence, help us respond 

to Your grace so that we may be as really present to You, as You are to 

us, in the most Blessed Sacrament of Your love and mercy. Allow your 

radiant presence to re-ignite the fire of Your Spirit within us, so that we 

may be Your Sacrament of love and mercy to all. Amen. 

Jesus said: ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’ 

(John 10.10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


