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A year ago at this National Assembly many of the newly elected members of General Synod 
who had stood as candidates supported by Catholic Group were presented to you. A few days 
later they processed into Westminster Abbey for the Opening Service and then across Dean’s 
Yard for the inauguration of the new Quinquennium by HM the Queen. 
 
Synod met for just two days in November last year and only three days in February this year. 
Much of the time was spent in listening to various presentations about Renewal and Reform 
and there were few controversial debates – the most exciting being on training of clergy. 
In July we met for the usual long weekend at York but 48 hours of this weekend were not 
formal synodical business but ‘shared conversations’ on human sexuality. These 
conversations were confidential – the press was not present even for plenary sessions – and it 
was never intended that any conclusions should be reached or reports made. The members of 
the Catholic Group engaged fully with the process, even though many of us had considerable 
misgivings about the process and its usefulness. 
 
Members of the Catholic Group have been active in standing for election to the various 
committees and bodies and we have done well in elections so that Catholics are represented 
throughout the workings of the church. This shows that we ae serious about mutual 
flourishing and do not want to become some sort of ghetto within the Church. To give some 
examples: Mrs Elizabeth Paver was elected Vice-Chair of the House of Laity and thereby 
became an ex office member of the Archbishops’ Council. Fr Graeme Buttery was elected to 
the Business Committee. Dr Lindsay Newcombe was elected to the Council for Christian 
Unity. On the Dioceses Commission Fr Geoffrey Harbord was re-elected and the 
Archbishops re-appointed me as Vice-Chair. There are many other members of the Group 
serving in similar ways but time does not permit me to list them all. 
 
In May we held a 24-hour residential for members of the Group at Hinsley Hall in Leeds. As 
well as worship and taking stock of where the Catholic movement in the Church of England 
is, we also spent time learning about synodical procedures so that members of the Group can 
play a full part in proceedings without being bamboozled by Synodical process. This was a 
particularly useful time for new members of the Group in getting to know each other and old 
timers. It was so successful that members felt that it would be good to meet again before the 
next Synod meeting in February. So this coming week (which we had kept free for a possible 
meeting of Synod) some twenty of us will be going on pilgrimage to Walsingham. 
Members of the Group pay an annual subscription to the Group and we are most grateful for 
grants from Forward in Faith to assist us with our work, such as the cost of the Hinsley Hall 
residential. 
 
The Catholic Group is in good heart. It has a good mixture of clergy and laity, both male and 
female – we include one female deacon. It has a wide range of backgrounds and experience 
and is well placed to remind Synod of the Church’s Catholicity and to defend the Catholic 
cause when necessary.  
 
Please keep us in your prayers – particularly the laity. It can be quite lonely and isolating for 
a lay member who may be the only Catholic representative from their diocese. To know that 
we are being supported by your prayers is a great comfort to us. 


