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How can we flourish in the 2015 General Synod Elections? 
 

Presentation by Anne Gray 
 

‘Haven’t we heard some wonderful things – vocations, missions, exciting parish ministry, 
Walsingham?  The Catholic faith continues to flourish, despite the odds stacked against it. 
Aren’t there lots of reasons to be enthusiastic – we have a Gospel to proclaim and that’s what 
we’re doing! 
 
Now my subject: General Synod and the elections next year… I can almost hear you 
deflating! 
 
So why are these elections so important? In the month since I’ve taken on this role I’ve been 
speaking to many priests and laypeople & heard this kind of thing quite a lot:  
‘We’ve had enough fighting. Why can’t we just get on with preaching the Gospel, living out 
our Christian faith, and leave the politics to the rest of the Church of England?  
Why should we bother when we haven’t got a hope of being elected in our diocese?’ 
 
How do I reply?  
 

1. We are the Church of England, as much as the rest of it; 
 

2. Let’s at least show we are willing to flourish within its structures; and  
 

3. If we don’t, we’ve only ourselves to blame if things get worse. 
 

But isn’t that last one such a negative reason? There truly are positive reasons for standing for 
Synod – and we’ve all just heard about some of them. Let’s spread the good news about 
vocations, missions, initiatives in schools, work amongst the downtrodden and homeless, so 
that not only the rest of the Church of England but also a wider audience hears it and acts 
upon it. After all, General Synod not only makes church laws but is also its public stage.  
And for the first time in over 25 years we won’t be entering these elections labelled as being 
anti- everything. Let’s take up the opportunity to be constructive, positive and let’s be proud 
of who we are. 
 
I was delighted to hear one young priest say, “I really want to be part of the new synod and to 
be able to contribute positively to the debates.” 
 
Now, what is being done nationally?  
 

1. You’ll probably have seen my mugshot in New Directions. I’m the public face of a 
larger team – the steering group, made up of people from Forward in Faith and the 
Catholic Group in General Synod. First of all, we’re trying to encourage and listen. I 
do understand how battered, bruised and battle-weary so many have become. I do 
know how it feels to be isolated in a large rural diocese miles from another kindred 
spirit and where the establishment considers us to be beyond the pale and yes, I have 
witnessed systematic eradication of good Catholic parishes. But that’s not an excuse 
for giving up. Though we may be reduced, we are still here. And we’re not on our 
own – we do believe we’re God’s church and if He means us to flourish then we will. 
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2. Each diocese should by now have a local elections co-ordinator. Some aren’t quite in 
place yet – we hope they will be very soon. They will be the lynchpins in the run-up 
to the elections. 
 

3. There are sixteen initial regional meetings planned for them and other key diocesan 
representatives to discuss the importance of these elections in every diocese and 
explore ways of finding new candidates.  

 
4. When we have candidatesm, we intend to have further meetings and provide a support 

network until the elections are over. It can be a lonely business. 
 
Finally, what should everyone else be doing now and in the coming months to prepare for the 
elections? 
 
1, 2 & 3 – We must Pray. Lindsay Newcombe produced a wonderful Novena before last 
July’s Synod and I’ve asked her to transform it into a pocket-sized leaflet with a short Bible 
text, thought and prayer for each day of the week. I hope it will soon be published as a 
download on the website. If we all use it regularly I believe we shall be doing the most 
important work of all. 
  
Next: please be guided by that prayer to think of a person you know who would make a good 
member of General Synod. Try to think creatively. It won’t necessarily be the person who 
comes first to mind. Pray about it, then encourage them. Tell your Bishop’s Representative 
(they’re all listed in New Directions) or your Forward in Faith branch chairmen, or, if you 
don’t know them, tell your parish priest. If you are that parish priest, make sure you pass on 
that name to the right person.  Let’s make sure we work together – and let’s make sure that all 
those in our constituency who are entitled to vote do vote. 
 
Of course, we are realistic as well as optimistic. In some dioceses traditional catholic 
candidates may appear to have less chance of being elected than an elephant has of flying. 
But God calls us not to be successful, but faithful – and let’s be prepared for some surprises. 
Our elder daughter, Catherine, once had a rather strict violin teacher. In fact we were all 
rather scared of her. But something she often said when Catherine faltered over a difficult 
piece of music still resonates. She looked her straight in the eye and said in her no-nonsense 
way: “There’s no such word as can’t – it’s spelt ‘T - R - Y’ ”  
So let us take that to heart – and together, let us try. 
 


