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clare Lees riP
the trustees and staff of forward in faith were greatly saddened to hear of the
death of clare Lees on 15 November and send their condolences to her daughter,
Lizzie, and all other family members and friends. clare had worked for forward in
faith on the recent General synod elections, covering the ebbsfleet area, and always displayed courtesy and kindness in her dealings with others. clare was a loyal
supporter of our movement, worshipping in the Parish of swindon New town, and
will be missed by so many. Jesu mercy; our Lady of Walsingham pray.

Articles are published in New Directions because they are thought likely to be of interest to
readers. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or those of Forward in Faith.
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Cover Image: ‘Mystic Nativity’ (c.1500-01) by
Sandro Botticelli; National Gallery, London.

Lead
Story

the Peace of christ amid the
storm
Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal sends a Christmas Letter from the Holy Land

FEAR NOT! I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.
TO YOU IS BORN A SAVIOUR.
Salaam and peace from Nazareth, the Hometown of him
whom we celebrate his birth these days to come, the one born
in Bethlehem, Jesus.
Whether you reside in Britain, Brazil, Africa, or the Land
of the Holy One, the past two years have struck and shaken us
all. Gigantic waves of unprecedented events have brought significant unrest to the shores of our lives. From China to
Greece, from Gaza to Syria and Yemen, to the collapse of
Notre Dame in Paris and the reconversion of Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople: floods and flames. The list goes on!
Turning a blind eye would only result in disastrous handover to the coming generations. Yes,” we are in the same storm
“, as British writer Damian Barr said. Perhaps on different
boats. Who will sink and who remains afloat, is not a question
of destiny! It is our responsibility. It is a sacred obligation.
The death toll is still climbing bringing more chaos to an
already chaotic situation. The speed at which Covid-19 travelled has shocked and locked the entire planet. At such magnitude, it tore the rich-poor gap a lot more apart. Isolating the
ill, limiting school activity, prohibiting social events, led to extreme increase in inflation, violence, addictions and broken
homes.
Climate changes, ethnic and religious segregation, and
Covid-19 and so on are but a consequence. The imposed political and economic models of today are causing severe damage to the social, health and educational wellbeing of humanity
at large. Inequality, injustice, racism, supreme capitalism, occupation, domination, and yes, denominations, are the real
corrupting pandemic of our era.
Learning from other cultures is not only enriching. It adds
volumes to human wisdom. It humbles and unites mankind.
The word CRISIS in Chinese is composed of two characters:
the first stands for danger; the second for opportunity. As sad

and bad news continue to mercilessly open fire, perhaps shooting more at the less privileged, the opportunity window is wide
open for us, servants of Christ, to lift the suffering from the
thorns of death to the throne of life.
If this is not the message of Christmas, what else?
“Where is your faith?!” Awakened from His sleep, amidst
the storm on the Sea of Galilee, Christ asked the disciples.
Threat, doubt and fear have become part of our daily life.
Worry ends where faith begins. At such alarming countdown, science and technology do not offer a safe enough
lifeboat. Life on Mars, legalization of toxic substances, and virtual reality concepts, modern and exciting as they may sound,
are also dangerously diluting, hypnotizing, and alien to the
depth of our being.
Serenity is not freedom from the storm but peace amid the
storm. Hence, the hierarchical pyramid of priorities must be
portioned, reprogrammed and replanted deep and anew in our
mental and spiritual logic, to be implemented with humanity
at its spire!
Coming together this Christmas is another beginning. Staying together is progress. And working together is success. I urgently call upon you, flock of Christ, to join hands, vaccinate
the world against evil, infect others with goodwill and tranquillity, and compose a full-blown, highly transmissible, unprecedented contagious symphony of peace, joy and love.
Let justice rise. Let truth shine. Let peace abide. Let bells
ring. Let choirs sing. Let children live.
May the raging waves in your life kneel in obedience, the
storms of your doubts be hushed, and the calm and everlasting
peace of Christ prevail in your lives this Christmas and
throughout 2022. ND
In Christ,
The Rt. Rev. Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal
13th Anglican Bishop Jerusalem & the Middle East
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supreme Governor's Message to synod
This message was delivered by His Royal Highness The Earl of Wessex who attended the inaugural session of the new Synod, which
was elected earlier this autumn, on behalf of The Queen, on 16 November.

Y

our Graces, the Convocations of Canterbury and
York, duly called together in obedience to Our
Royal Writs, are on this day joined together in accordance with the Synodical Government Measure 1969
and the House of Laity is added to them in accordance with
the Measure, so as to constitute the Eleventh General Synod
of the Church of England.
Archbishops and members, the opening of a new Synod
provides an opportunity for us all to give thanks for the witness of those who have gone before, and pray for wisdom as
you seek to balance change and continuity in the decisions
that lie ahead. It is hard to believe that it is over 50 years
since Prince Philip and I attended the very first meeting of
the General Synod.
None of us can slow the passage of time; and while we
often focus on all that has changed in the intervening years,
much remains unchanged, including the Gospel of Christ
and his teachings.
The list of tasks facing that first General Synod may sound
familiar to many of you: Christian education; Christian
unity; the better distribution of the ordained ministry to the
needs of the population. But one stands out supreme: “to
bring the people of this country to the knowledge and the
love of God”.
Of course, in our richly diverse modern society, the wellbeing of the nation depends on the contribution of people
of all faiths, and of none.
But for people of faith, the last few years have been particularly hard, with unprecedented restrictions in accessing
the comfort and reassurance of public worship.
For many, it has been a time of anxiety, of grief, and of
weariness.
Yet the Gospel has brought hope, as it has done throughout
the ages; and the Church has adapted and continued its ministry, often in new ways - such as digital forms of worship.

the induction of fr Philip kennedy at the ascension,
Lavender hill, London on Monday 25th october 2021.
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the archdeacons Luke: London and chichester at the
2021 opening of General synod
St. Paul reminds us that all Christians are entrusted with
the ministry of reconciliation, and the deepening of relations
across the great Christian traditions has been a continuing
priority since the first General Synod in 1970. And so I am
pleased to note the enhanced cooperation between the
Church of England and the Church of Scotland, as well as
the sustained ecumenical links between many churches, in
the pursuit of Christian unity.
Your Graces and members of the Synod, the next five years
will not always be straightforward. Like every new Synod,
you have inherited weighty responsibilities with many issues
to address, reports to debate, and difficult decisions to make.
You may have to consider proposals on governance, on conduct, on the use of resources, and on other issues; and on a
vision for the future of the Church.
In some areas, there will, of course, be differing views and
my hope is that you will be strengthened with the certainty
of the love of God, as you work together and draw on the
Church’s tradition of unity in fellowship for the tasks ahead.
At the beginning of this new Synod, my prayer is that the
Lord’s blessing may be upon you as you embark on your deliberations; and that you will find inspiration in the joyous
words of the hymn you sang this morning:
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.
ELIZABETH R. ND

the retirement of fr edward Lewis from st Mary,
kenton, on christ the king sunday, 2021.

faith in the future: caring for God’s
earth and God’s children
Jonathan Wittenberg reflects on life after COP26 and the task ahead

‘I

t is not up to you to complete the work,’ taught Rabbi
Tarfon, a central figure in the development of Judaism
in the second century. ‘But neither are you free to desist
from it.’
COP 26 certainly didn’t complete the task, and we are definitely not at liberty to let up the pressure. On the contrary,
the commitment of faith communities and leaders may now
be more relevant and urgent than ever.
The role of faiths is not to wield political power but to hold
those who do so to account. Promises and pledges were made
at COP, albeit inadequate ones, which need considerable
sharpening over the next very few years. But they could prove
worse than meaningless, sops to the conscience while the
world continues towards catastrophe, unless they are turned
into detailed plans of action. This means timetables, budgets,
specific bodies responsible for implementation, and legal sanctions if targets are not met. It will only happen with steady
moral pressure to ensure that these key steps are swiftly taken.
Our task as faith leaders is to bring to bear appropriate influence as directed by our shared core values of justice and
compassion, and as defined by our responsibilities as trustees
of God’s creation. This world of wonder, beauty and immeasurable biodiversity has been leant to us to appreciate and safeguard for the future.
At this definitive juncture it is important that the voices of
faith leaders are not solely critical of those in power. I was
moved to share Hindu, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Bahai
and Pagan reflections at the interfaith vigil in George Square
in Glasgow on the opening day of COP 26. We prayed for the
hearts and minds of the world’s leaders to be open and responsive; we asked for them to be given the moral strength to exercise their challenging responsibilities at this crucial moment
in the history of the planet. We prayed for them to be swayed
not by short-term interests and pressure groups, but by the
long-term vision of a sustainable and just world for humanity
and all of nature. We must support and strengthen the determination of those in power to do what we know is both right
and possible for the future of life itself.
But at the same time, we need the moral courage to challenge and confront; the Torah forbids us from ‘standing idly
by the blood of our neighbour’ and, with regard to climate
change and climate justice, all the world is that neighbour. It
is too late now for slow gradualism, mollification and propitiation.
If we are to have the moral credibility we need for these
roles, we must to continue to work on ourselves and our communities, morally and spiritually, collectively and locally. We
need to rethink our consumer habits and make ourselves part
of a sustainable lifestyle in which others, often in distant places
invisible to us, don’t pay the true price for our way of life. At

the same time we need to share hope by engaging in empowering positive actions, including deepening our commitments
to the whole of our society, developing our understanding of
our interdependence with the natural world and increasing
our engagement with growing, planting and rewilding in ethically and environmentally sound ways.
Faiths have many strengths to offer in this existential emergency, including a profound sense of responsibility, clear core
values, visions of the world as it could and should be, and the
capacity to mobilise communities across the globe.
As a founding rabbi of EcoSynagogue, working closely with
Eco Church and senior faith and environmental leaders across
the world, I am passionately engaged with climate justice,
global warming and biodiversity. The Hebrew Bible sees
human beings as guardians of the Earth, entrusted to work it
for the benefit of all life. The Bible’s central values are justice
and compassion. The Torah repeatedly reminds us of our responsibility to our children, and they are hostage to what we
do now. We owe them the legacy of a viable and sustainable
planet, rich in life. We are not entitled to commodify, monetise
and exploit creation. We are not entitled to follow short-term
self-interest only. It’s not a case of “Tomorrow we may die”, but
“Tomorrow they, the world’s children, will die”. The future of
all life is in our hands.
These principles, by which I seek to live as a Jew, are shared
by all religions and innumerable people of no faith alike.
What makes us stronger still is our readiness to work closely
together. It was moving to experience at COP how we spoke
with different, but not differing, voices. We must continue to
speak from the wealth of our rich and various traditions, with
a common commitment to the same vision and values for a
just, compassionate, sustainable and wonderful world.
There are reasons for hoping we’ll get the answers right.
There’s a deepening moral and spiritual awareness among
hundreds of millions of the interdependence of all humanity
and our shared dependence on nature. We know we must restore it so that it can restore us. Though with exceptions, world
leaders and decision-makers are grasping this.
But will they, and we, act wisely, quickly, thoroughly and effectively enough? Will we all take up our responsibilities and
do our utmost to make sure? It is a task we all share, and from
which we must not desist. The fate of our children and this
fragile world is in our hands.
Jonathan Wittenberg is rabbi of New North London synagogue and
a regular contributor to Thought for the Day, the Times, the
Guardian, and other media. In 2008 he was appointed Senior
Rabbi of Masorti Judaism in the UK. Read more at jonathanwittenberg.org. ND
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our Present Duty
Adam Edwards introduces our Christmas Appeal with a call to incarnational mission

I

f you are prepared to fight for the right of adoring Jesus in his
Blessed Sacrament, then you have got to come out from before
your Tabernacle and walk, with Christ mystically present in
you, out into the streets of this country, and find the same Jesus in
the people of your cities and your villages. You cannot claim to worship Jesus in the Tabernacle, if you do not pity Jesus in the slum.
These words are taken from an address given by Bishop
Frank Weston at the 1923 Anglo-Catholic Congress. Although the language used in the address might seem dated
now, the message is as fresh as ever: we as Catholic Christians
are called to worship Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament but also
serve Him in the poor. Bishop Weston was writing in a world
that was still reeling from the devastating impact of World
War One and at a time when Catholics in the Church of England had been fighting for the Catholic privileges that we are
so blessed to enjoy now.
What we might now call ‘social action’ has been a part of
the Catholic tradition from the very early days. The likes of
Fathers Lowder, Stanton, Dolling, Ommaney, Tooth, Mackonochie, were living out lives of tireless service of the vulnerable, poor and disadvantaged, whilst living lives devoted to
prayer and worship. They were living their lives in the way that
Bishop Frank Weston describes.
They are words that I have feebly tried in my own way to
live and have been a huge inspiration for me since January of
this year as I took up a new role in a charity that focuses its
work on social action and social justice. We work with
churches and community groups on areas such as financial
wellbeing, food insecurity, modern slavery awareness, community cohesion, interfaith dialogue, homelessness and hate
crime. As a Christian charity, our role is to empower churches
and other faith groups, individuals, groups and communities
to respond effectively to the issues of poverty and social justice
that they encounter. We work so that communities may flourish and those who are vulnerable, isolated and disadvantaged
might enjoy life in its fulness.
For Bishop Frank Weston his starting point was to listen to
the call of Jesus; and that is mine in my own work too; listening
to what God might be saying about a particular situation or
need, discerning what our action might be. To recall the words
of Bishop Rowan Williams: our mission is to find out what
God is doing and joining in. As a priest and Catholic Christian,
the anchor for that is at the altar and the celebration of the
mass. There we meet Jesus, the incarnate God born in the stable, the Jesus who spent time alongside people ministering to
them, the Jesus of Calvary and the Jesus risen from the dead.
It is there in the mass that I am nourished by Word and Sacrament, and go out in the world to live those words of Bishop
Frank Weston. To seek Jesus in those that we serve, and in
them to serve Him. It is then to the altar that I return and
stand before God with the people of God on my heart.
For the Catholic Christian, social action and the service of
people cannot be separated from our liturgical worship and
6 ■ newdirections ■ December 2021/January 2022

A Lifeboat in landlocked
Wolverhampton
St Martin’s Church serves an area of high deprivation in
Wolverhampton. In 2020, in the midst of the pandemic, we
started a ‘Coats for Kids’ initiative to project provided free
coats for children and young people, to ensure that they
were warm and dry over the winter. We were overwhelmed
with the generosity of people, and over the winter were able
to distribute 500 coats and clothing packages. From a small
idea, the project has been
blessed by God, now expanding into a larger clothing bank
for both children and adults,
including school uniforms
and smart wear for people attending interviews, starting
jobs or attending court. We
are also able to give out emergency food parcels for those
most in need and now call
ourselves the ‘Lifeboat Project’ as we believe we are helping people at their most
vulnerable point and giving them some hope for the future.
By serving those who are vulnerable and struggling, we are
serving Jesus himself. Our patron, St Martin of Tours, gave
half of his cloak to a beggar, who in a later dream revealed
himself as Christ. We are giving what little we can to clothe
Jesus, present in the people of our city.
Our Parish Nurse, Gill, who manages the project, recalls
meeting a mother of four children, desperate to find clothes
as she had barely enough money to buy food. The woman
was also a widow whose husband had been killed in a motorbike accident six months before on his way to work. The
encounter was one of prayer, and the answer to prayer.
To make a donation to the Lifeboat Project, please send
a cheque payable to
‘St Martin’s Church PCC’ via The Lifeboat Project c/o Fr
D Feeney, Holy Trinity Vicarage,
Farrington Road, Wolverhampton, WV4 6QH.

the celebration of the mass. It is part of our sacramental and
incarnational identity. It is part of our offering to the Church
and to the world. To do one without the other just does not
feel balanced to me.
There are so many stories of how our parishes and people
are committing themselves to this work. It doesn’t have to be
about big projects, it can be very small acts of service in our
everyday lives as part of our Baptismal vocation. It might be
about contributing to the collection for the food bank, volunteering at a local homeless project, talking to the stranger and

Oldham Foodbank
It began with the people of St Margaret’s collecting a few
groceries in bags to be handed out to anyone calling at the
Vicarage door for food. In 2010 the need was such that the
parish founded the Oldham Foodbank. A few years later,
with the help of Oldham Council, a shop was opened to distribute food. Demand increased and a redundant pub was
used. In July 2020 and Lockdown 1, the Foodbank moved
into two warehouses to respond to those needing food.

Over the years, local residents, supermarkets and businesses have gone beyond the call of duty to help us ensure
that people do not go without food. Between January and
November 2021, for example, 11,585 people have received a
food parcel (7,039 adults and 4,546 children) thanks to a
team of over 90 volunteers. Despite this generosity we are
now buying food as well. Sadly, the signs are that the problems caused by food poverty will not be easing soon.
Many of us will never experience how humiliating it is to
have to ask for food. Those accessing the Foodbank are ordinary people who, for whatever reason, can’t afford to buy
food after paying the bills.
When people call the Foodbank, they don’t know sometimes that it’s a priest they are speaking to or that it will be a
priest dropping off the parcel. But this is how God continues
to feed the most vulnerable, as manna from heaven and Jesus
in Holy Communion.
Donations to the Oldham Foodbank can be made via
cheque to:
Oldham Foodbank, Unit B, Prince of Wales Industrial
Units, Vulcan Street, Oldham OL1 4ER
Or for electronic transfers via:
Co-Op Oldham
Account: Oldham Foodbank
A/c number: 65562075
Sort Code: 08-92-99

Prison Fellowship
Prison Fellowship is an organisation that seeks to accompany individuals on their journey of restoration through the
prison system. With projects such as the Sycamore Tree
Course, facilitated in prisons to address Restorative Justice,
it encourages offenders to reflect upon on the communities
affected by their actions. Other projects support their families. Angel Tree facilitates a gift for the children of prisoners, sent along with a story book of the Christmas narrative
and aiming to lessen the hurt and absence of a parent at
Christmas time. This and a similar Mothering Sunday aims
to strengthen family ties, key to preventing reoffending
Support mechanisms include Letter Support, offering
regular contact with someone outside of prison, allowing
for honest and meaningful conversation. And since the pandemic hit, Prison Fellowship has set up a free telephone
prayer line for prisoners with confidential prayer support
from volunteers around the country. There is also frontline
support, such as a bible study group for our prisoners on a
weekly basis, as well as worshipping together on a Sunday
morning.
Support for Prison Fellowship can make a huge difference in the lives of not just those in prison but whole communities and support individuals in becoming much more
engaged and productive members of our wider society.
Please consider Prison Fellowship either with your time, by
becoming a volunteer, or by making a donation.
www.prisonfellowship.org.uk
giving them a kindly word. It is about us trying to gaze on Jesus
in the people we meet and seeking to serve him there as much
as we do when we gather at the altar, starting and ending our
work in prayer, seeking to discern God’s work and offering his
people to him in prayer. This happens in our private prayer,
contemplation and meditation too as we seek to find stillness
and in this healing and decluttering the eye of our heart, so
that we may see clearly what God is doing and act with compassion.
It is fully evident in each of the three deserving causes we
profile on these pages for the New Directions Christmas Appeal
2021. Please do what you can to support them, perhaps even
offering the collection from one of your Christmas services if
you are able, or to send any form of donation.
To conclude with the words of Bishop Weston, as a reminder of our present duty in the Church of England:
You have got your Mass, you have got your Altar, you have
begun to get your Tabernacle. Now go out into the highways and hedges where not even the Bishops will try to
hinder you. Go out and look for Jesus in the ragged, in the
naked, in the oppressed and sweated, in those who have
lost hope, in those who are struggling to make good. Look
for Jesus. And when you see him, gird yourselves with his
towel and try to wash their feet. ND
Fr Adam Edwards SSC is Assistant Priest of Holy Trinity Church,
Ettingshall, and a member of the New Directions editorial board.
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a PracticaL christMas QuiZ for
DiscerNiNG aNGLo cathoLics

T

his year’s Christmas quiz is filled with sensible, practical tasks for discerning Church people. Gather
round the PCC table and see if you can complete
even one of these tasks. If you do, reward yourselves with a
parish lunch.
Match the motto to the organisation.*
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

IN HOC SIGNO VINCES
SIMPLER HUMBLER BOLDER
ALWAYS FRESH, ALWAYS TASTY
GOD’S CHURCH FOR GOD’S WORLD
KEEP ON WALKING, DON’T LOOK BACK

The Archbishop of York, Societas Sanctae Crucis, Greggs, The
2022 Lambeth Conference, Tim Martin of Wetherspoon’s
Fame.
*Note: some may not actually be organised at the time of publication.

son’s or a Senior Citizen’s Railcard. Any attempts at bilocation will result in immediate disqualification.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Loreto to Walsingham
Ebbsfleet International Station to Rome
Holy Trinity Brompton to Lambeth Palace
Soul Survivor to All Saints, Margaret Street
St Stephen’s House to York (via Chelmsford)

Compose a limerick which includes all of the following
words/phrases:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Thurible, unendurable, curable
Intinction, distinction, extinction
Laity, gaiety, heterogeneity
Dalmatic, dogmatic, asthmatic
Vacancy in See, vacantly agree, naked at Aintree

Finally…
Have a very blessed and holy Advent and a Happy Christmas
when it comes. ND

Place each of these movements* withing the mixed ecology
rockpool of the Church of England. Diagrams are desirable
but live tableaux are strongly discouraged.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Anglo Papalism
Papal Anglo-ism
The Parish Communion Movement
The Society of St Hubert
Westcott House

*Note: some may not actually still be moving at time of publication.
Sing the following pairings of words to tunes:
a) The words of Tantum Ergo Sacramentum to the tune of Jesus
Wants Me For A Sunbeam
b) The words of In Christ Alone to the tune of Daily, Daily Sing
To Mary
c) The words of any piece of legislation passed by the recent
General Synod to the tune of Yakety Sax (The Benny Hill
Theme)
d) The words of I the Lord of Sea and Sky to the tune of I am
the very model of a Modern Major General from The Pirates
of Penzance
e) The words of C of E Easter Mascots ‘The Cheeky Pandas’
to Gregorian plainchant.
Plot coherent routes between the following oft travelledbetween locations. You may use a compass, a reference copy
of Crockfords Clerical Directory and either a Young Per8 ■ newdirections ■ December 2021/January 2022

Bouncer Buckler by c.L. fraser
©royal academy of arts, London

the science of incense
Simon Cotton looks at the molecular structure and chemical properties of holy smoke

I

ncense is in most peoples’ minds associated with the gifts
of the Magi; gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gold, like
money, does not grow on trees, but incense most certainly
does. It is associated with trees of the Boswellia (Burseraceae)
genus, found particularly in India, Arabia and the north-eastern Africa. There are around 25 different Boswellia trees – the
best known are probably B. papyrifera associated with
Ethiopia; B. sacra with Oman and Yemen; and B. serrata with
India. B.sacra is the most valuable. The 5th c. Greek chronicler
Herodotus said that flying snakes known as drakontes lived
under frankincense trees to guard them, but the snakes could
be driven away by burning resin of the Liquidambar tree.
When cuts are made in the bark of these trees a milky liquid
emerges which solidifies to afford frankincense, usually a pale
yellow in colour.
In addition to its applications in worship and perfumes,
frankincense has long had medicinal uses in both East and
West, which are first mentioned in the Ebers papyrus of c.
1500 BC. It has been used in therapies to treat a wide range
of complaints, including allergic asthma; inflammatory bowel
diseases (e.g. Crohn’s disease); rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis; brain tumours and oedema; scrofula; and syphilis.
Apart from it being an anti-inflammatory, individual compounds have been associated with anti-neoplastic activity preventing tumour growth. In the Babylonian Talmud, boswellia
resin is stated to have been administered in wine to condemned prisoners to numb the senses before execution, leading to the suggestion that it was present in the drink offered
to Jesus at His crucifixion.
It is only recently that the individual molecules present in
frankincense have been identified; there are well over 300 of
them, with varying amounts of each in the different types of
frankincense, and some of them will be discussed in this article.
A number of different molecules contribute to the smell of
incense, but the two boswellic acids are not amongst them, as
they are too involatile ( -boswellic acid has a similar structure). These make up around 30% of the resin of Boswellia serrata.

They are medically important, not least due to their antiinflammatory properties. Archaeologists are interested in
boswellic acids, using them to discover whether resins they
unearth are frankincense. They use a technique known as
mass spectrometry (aka MS). This relies on vaporising molecules, knocking an electron off to form a positive ion, then
sending these ions down a kind of molecular shooting-gallery,
during which the molecular ions pass through a magnetic field.
This causes the ions to follow different paths, sorting them in
order of their masses (lighter ions are deflected most). The
bottom line is that MS can be used to find the masses of the
molecules present and thereby identify them. The presence of
boswellic acids confirms frankincense. This technique has
been used to identify frankincense in a mid-2nd century AD
Roman period burial in a round barrow at Mersea Island,
Essex, showing the import of an exotic resin into Britain from
the farthest south-east extremity of Roman influence. Going
much further back in time, frankincense was found in an ointment vase in a scent casket from the tomb of 12th dynasty
princess Sat-mer-Hout (ca.1897–1844 B.C), the sister of the
Egyptian pharaoh Amenemhat I.
Most of the molecules present in frankincense are much
smaller than the boswellic acids, so that they are quite volatile,
and may contribute to its smell.
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Limonene is usually present in significant amounts. Limonene
is a compound also found in the peels of a lot of citrus fruits,
making up some 60-80% of the essential oil from lemon peel.
When pure, it hardly has
any smell. It is an insect repellent, which is maybe why
nature creates it, and commercially it is used to make
all sorts of substances from
floor waxes to perfumes.
Octyl acetate is an ester which is the most abundant component of the oil obtained from Boswellia papyrifera. Esters are
an important family of organic compounds, produced by many
fruits, contributing a major part of their smells - think bananas, pears, pineapples and apples. By themselves, octyl acetate molecules smell like oranges.

Rotundone is a molecule that was very recently
detected in Boswellia sacra.
It has only been identified
quite recently and crops up
in Syrah grapes and wines
made from them, notably
in some parts of Australia.
It gives these wines a ‘peppery’ flavour and aroma. It
has also been identified in
some other places, including herbs like rosemary,
basil and thyme.
Incensole and incensole acetate are widely found in
Boswellia, the acetate being more abundant, and also more important. Interest grew in incensole acetate in 2008 when it was
found that the smoke from burning frankincense relieved depression and anxiety in mice; incensole acetate was identified
as the compound responsible for this. Incensole acetate interacts with a receptor known as TRPV3, short for Transient Receptor Potential cation channel, subfamily V, member 3.

TRP receptors are a group of receptors found in cells that respond to sensations such as taste, temperature and pain. Of
those sensitive to temperature, the best known type is TRPV1,
responding to temperatures above about 43°C; it is also sensitive to capsaicin, found in hot chilli peppers. TRPA1 is sensitive to temperature, and to allyl thiocyanate, in mustard. This
is why curries and mustard seem ‘hot’. In contrast, the TRPM8
receptor responds to cool temperatures (below about 25 C) –
and also to menthol – which is why menthol feels ‘cool’. The
TRPV3 receptor is also sensitive to warmth (ca. 33-39°C), as
well as being activated by certain chemicals, including incensole acetate. The TRPV3 receptor is found in the skin, where
activating it gives a warm sensation, and is also found in the
brain. We may think that this is a reason for us getting a warm
glow after being at High Mass. Incensole acetate activates the
amygdala and septum, as well as the motor cortex. Incensole
acetate has also been linked with neuroprotective and anti-inflammatory effects, so scientists wonder if it may be useful in
treating brain injuries.
Incensole acetate isn’t the most recent discovery about incense. In 2016 a group of researchers in France and Italy reported that they had found two very similar molecules that
were responsible for the characteristic ‘endnote’ of frankincense, an ‘old church’ smell. They are the closely related (+)trans- and (+)-cis-2-octylcyclopropyl-1-carboxylic acids.

These two molecules have very intense smells, but are only
present in tiny amount in frankincense. The researchers distilled 3 kg of frankincense (under reduced pressure, because
so many of the molecules are very large and have high boiling
points). The key odorant was present in a fraction that made
up only 0.2% of the oil. The researchers carried out further
separations on this fraction and obtained a 1 milligram sample
that contained the molecules responsible, less than one-in-amillionth of the original sample. They then did spectroscopic
measurements on them, and worked out what their structures
were. These molecules had never been made before, so the scientists devised a way of making them ‘from scratch’ to confirm
their identities.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: ‘In human life,
signs and symbols occupy an important place. As a being at
once body and spirit, man expresses and perceives spiritual realities through physical signs and symbols. As a social being,
man needs signs and symbols to communicate with others,
through language, gestures, and actions. The same holds true
for his relationship with God.’ (CCC 1146) ND
Dr Simon Cotton is honorary Senior Lecturer in Chemistry at the
University of Birmingham and a former churchwarden of St Giles,
Norwich and St Jude, Peterborough. He is a member of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.
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a reader Writes…
Roy M Cashmore has a look at Science and the Christian Faith

I

n his review of John Twisleton’s book ELUCIDATIONS,
(ND September 2021) Barry A Orford made to remark:
‘Would that more scientist-theologians would put their
heads above the parapet to challenge the shallow scientism
which is pedalled enthusiastically in the media.’ In my younger
days I taught both science (especially biology) and RE, and am
a Reader of more than 50 years, so I saw this as a challenge.
Most people will cite Darwin and his Origin of the Species
as setting science and theology on a seeming collision course
but others include Gallileo and his telescope and Copernicus
who challenged the literal reading of Genesis by saying that
the earth was not flat nor as described in with water under the
earth, and that the heavenly bodies did not simply show
through holes in the firmament but moved on orbits. Then
Darwin challenged specific creation with the theory of evolution. These all resulted in the Church branding them heretics
and thereby the rift between science and Christianity.

once the church took the stance that
those who contradicted Genesis were
heretics, it was bound for collision
As it became clear: the earth was roughly spherical and revolved around the sun, and that living species do evolve, not
least in the changes brought about by plant and animal breeders. The Church has been slow to relinquish the belief that
Genesis is literally true though divinely inspired. By anyone’s
understanding, humans did not appear until the sixth day
(Genesis 1.1 et seq) so what human was there to witness the
events of the first five days? And that account contradicts the
Adam and Eve story (Genesis 2.4 et seq) as the former states
that ‘God created human beings in our own image; in the
image of God he created them; male and female he created
them’. Alan Richardson in his book Genesis I-XI (SCM Press;
1953, 1963) points out that the former version was from the
P source/tradition and the second from the J source/tradition,
and later editor(s) of the Pentateuch did not attempt to conflate them. The head of RE when I was teaching (a Baptist
minister) put it this way ‘Genesis does not tell how things were
created but why they were’.
Once the Church took the stance that those who contradicted Genesis were heretics, it was bound for collision. But,
interestingly, most scientists admit they do not know what
caused the Big Bang. We as Christians, together with other
monotheists, have the answer: God the Creator.
I do not see a conflict if we do not hold to the literal truth
of the opening chapters of Genesis but accept that it was divinely inspired; to teach that God created all things and that
sin did not come from God but from the devil and human
folly. We can question the literal truth of the early Scriptures
as they were passed on orally for ages. Later Scriptures we
might see as more reliable as they were committed to writing

much sooner and that includes the New Testament books.
There are those who have said that it is not necessary to believe in the Virgin Birth of our Lord. I say two things to that:
if Jesus was not of the virgin birth of the Holy Spirit, would he
not have been just another prophet and not the Son of God
who, St John asserts, In the beginning was the Word: the Word
was with God and the Word was God? And as we accept that
God created everything in the universe yet doubt the Virgin
Birth or even the Resurrection, it’s like saying ‘I can see how
the Blackpool Tower was made but I can’t see how they got
the flagpole on the top’.
Christians should accept those scientific theories which
are well demonstrated and embrace the positive aspects they
bring to light. Believing that God created all the natural laws,
the energy and matter which has been required for them to
work and bring about this wonderful, complex, dynamic universe in which we find ourselves is far more stupendous than
believing that each organism was produced, almost like a
model that could replicate itself but be unable to change to
adapt itself to cope with changing circumstances and conditions.
To ask unbelievers and scientists: Where did the matter
and energy come from to produce the universe? Who established the laws of nature which the matter obeys? For Christians, the answer is God the Creator, the force that was before
anything else. This is belief in a God who created a fully dynamic universe, who cares so much for us to send his Only Son
to save us, has performed miracles, and inspired humans to
produce great works and discover the inbuilt wonders of his
creation.
We must speak out: the Church is not opposed to science.
For we are surely all grateful for the drugs, vaccines and treatments which are available to promote our health and prolong
our lives. I was one of twelve in the science department when
I taught. Apart from one, all were practising Christians; the
other was a practising Jew. So much for scientists not being believers! ND
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farewell to Bishop Glyn Webster
The Bishop of Wakefield leads tributes to the Bishop of Beverley on his retirement

W

hen I think of our dear Bishop Glyn, there are
many words that come to mind; words such as
humanity, humour, hospitality and humility.
Bishop Glyn was born in Lancashire, way back in 1951.
After training, and working, as a state registered nurse, he was
ordained deacon in 1977 and priest in
1978.
He has been a curate, a vicar, a hospital chaplain, a senior chaplain, a rural
dean, a diocesan director of ordinands,
both a canon and a prebendary of York
Minster, a chaplain to the Queen, a
member of General Synod for 25
years, a prolocutor of the Northern
Province, a member of the
Crown Nominations Commission, which involved appointing some 23 diocesan
bishops, and, finally, a suffragan bishop in the Diocese
of York, operating as an Provincial Episcopal Visitor
and as an assistant bishop in almost all dioceses of
the Northern Province.
In York Minster alone, he has been Canon Precentor, Canon Treasurer, Canon Chancellor and
twice the acting Dean.
That is quite some track record, and we give
thanks to God for all the blessings which have
flowed from Bishop Glyn’s long and happy ministry
in the Church.
It is as Bishop of Beverley that many
readers will know Bishop Glyn. This
has involved exercising episcopal oversight over more than 100 parishes in all
but three dioceses in the Northern
Province. Bishop Glyn accepted that
vocation in 2012, at a time when the
future for traditional Catholics in the
Church of England was very uncertain – a bold and risky thing to do.
It has been a costly vocation, not
least in terms of the time and energy
consumed in travelling from York to parishes from Northumberland to Nottingham and across the Pennines to Manchester, Liverpool, and Cheshire. The number of parishes is greater
than many suffragan bishops have, and many
of the northern Society parishes are in the
most deprived areas served by the Church of
England.
Furthermore, the need to maintain good
relationships with the bishops and senior
staff of nine different dioceses multiplies the
complexity of the task enormously. The role
requires stamina and tenacity combined
with high-level diplomatic skills, which
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Bishop Glyn possesses in abundance and has deployed to great
effect.
Bishop Glyn knows that the Church of England can do
funny things to people. It can sometimes squeeze the humanity out of us. He is always one of the first to see the signs and
take the necessary steps.
There are many of us, including myself, who have benefitted from Bishop Glyn’s hospitality and humanity. His humanity goes hand in hand with his humour which is a great
spiritual gift!
It is sometimes said that, in the Old Testament, God laughs
but never cries and that, in the New Testament, He cries but
never laughs. I am not so sure. The parables of Jesus, from the
man with a plank in his eye to one who owed ten times the nation’s tax bill, are shot through with humour.
When Glyn became a bishop, he was
already one of the most experienced priests
in the Church of England. In his many
roles, he has used humour powerfully –
akin to tossing a proverbial hand grenade
into a discussion and standing back to see
the reaction – all done with a smile on his
face!
As a bishop, he became experienced at
picking up the pieces that others scattered. I
was always grateful – and I know that others
were too - that he never lost the knack of
using humour to challenge us all to act with integrity. He is always the first to spot humbug!
His observations of others, be they pompous bishops or uppity members of a PCC, could reduce you to tears. I would
love to give you some examples now but data protection rules,
and even more worryingly for me the laws of libel, make that
impossible.
Bishop Glyn retires after decades of senior leadership in the
Church. For all his gifts, his energy, his ebullience, his compassion, there is a humility which to me is most apparent in the
liturgy. Formed in the best Catholic tradition, he knows that
it is at the altar of sacrifice that we form the most sober assessment of ourselves. It is the cross that brings us to our knees.
Bishop Glyn’s presidency at the Eucharist reveals his own
relationship with God. While in the leading of liturgy there is
always the need to project, it is not at its core a performance
for him but an expression of his utter dependency on the grace
of God.
So, for his humanity, his humour, his
hospitality, and his humility, we give
thanks to God for Bishop Glyn, and we
wish him a very happy, long and peaceful
retirement. ND
Bishop Tony Robinson is the Chairman of The
Society’s Council of Bishops.

a merry heart and an open ear
David Hope praises a great and famous man

I

t was Alcuin of York who in the eighth century gave
some timely advice to the then Archbishop of Canterbury when he wrote (equally applicable to any bishop)
‘be thine an open
hand and a merry
heart… let none come
to thee and go sad
away... sow living
seeds, words that are
quick with life’.
All this and more
has been typical of
Bishop Glyn’s exercise of the episcopal office over
these last eight years. The sheer extent of the area covered by the Episcopal Visitor in the north of
England is enormous. But this has
never deterred Bishop Glyn from
travelling one day to
Liverpool or Manchester, then the
next day to the
north-east, followed
by a special occasion
in Sheffield.
Further, in addition to the regular round of the sacramental
ministry – the celebration of Mass, the rite of
baptism and confirmation, the special occasion Masses such as
the annual Chrism
Masses – there have as well been
other celebrations and festivities further afield which he has always been
ready to attend; and all this combined with an ever open door ready
to receive both priest and people
alike for support, counsel and advice
– always a ready listening ear.
His hospitality is legendary
whether providing a meal at home
or entertaining away during his
pastoral visits. I am sure
the stallholders in York
market are well aware of
Bishop Glyn’s favourite
recipes!
One of the key charges to
the bishop at his ordination is that he ‘is to know
his people and be known
by them.’ Again, this has

been more than fulfilled by Bishop
Glyn as he has travelled mile upon mile
in successive weeks
to make sure those
parishes in his care
are encouraged,
supported, nourished and built up
in the faith of the
Church.
There has never been any
question either about his steady
and sturdy defence of the
catholic faith and tradition and
has never flinched from fighting
his corner when the need has
arisen – although always with
that courtesy and
patience which
cannot always be
said to have typified those who
from time to time
have challenged the exercise of his ministry.
Above all, we rejoice that Bishop Glyn has been
with us and alongside us as a fellow worker in the
Lord. He has always said of himself that he doesn’t ‘do posh.’ Well,
whether posh or
not, his basic faithfulness and cheerful discipleship has always shone through
his tireless and indefatigable
ministry – often at considerable cost to himself – as he has
sought to accomplish all that
with which he was charged at
his ordination as Bishop in the
Church of God on 25 January
2013. Thanks be to God. ND

++David Hope, Baron
Hope of Thornes, was the
Archbishop of York from
1995 to 2005
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a feast of Good things
Andrew Davis reports on the Third Richborough Eucharistic Conference

T

he Clergy of the See of Richborough led by Bishop
Norman met over 7-9th November at Walsingham.
It was magnificent bright autumn weather with the
trees turning to red and gold. We started in the Parish Hall
with a showing of ‘Babette’s Feast’, the 1987 Danish drama film
based on a 1958 story by Karen Blixen which won the Oscar
for the best foreign language film shortly afterwards.
The next morning Canon Paul Noble and Fr Ed Martin of
the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament presented a detailed analysis of the themes and issues in the film (including
the conflict of the earthly and heavenly perception of life, the
reception of grace, tensions of living and the converting power
of the feast, among others). A lively discussion followed and
ended with the implication of Babette’s feast as an image of
the ‘Sacrum Convivium’ (convivium, both sacrum and saeculum, was very much the mark of the conference).
In the afternoon, Bishop Norman led a Walk of Reparation
around the Priory grounds based on a rite devised by Fr Hope
Patten. We prayed in reparation at the entry to the church, the
site of the high altar, the wells and the site of the Holy House.
It’s not enough just to appreciate the beauty of the remains.
Our prayer looks back to the sins of our forefathers and
soothes our minds in the present. It’s so disturbing to recall so
much malicious intent and despoliation in such a short time
in 1538.
Later Fr Ross Copley led a session on vocations. He outlined a new initiative to attract candidates to the priesthood

and to be able to encourage them especially in the initial stages
of discernment of vocation. It will make full use modern
media tools and reach across the Richborough and other PEV
areas. The initiative will be supported by the Additional Curates’ Society and launched in the New Year.
In the evening, Bishop Norman hosted a ‘Convivium Richboroughiensis’ in the refectory with Stephen Parkinson as
guest speaker to amuse us with his mordant wit.
The next morning, after post-convivium recovery, Tom
Middleton from the Society, Fr Ed Martin, and Bishop Norman on behalf of the Guild of All Souls, gave us updates and
outlined future projects. Fr Ed and Bishop Norman encouraged us all to be realistic about the future and not cling to old
ways of thinking as so many things in the way we minister and
in parish life will have to be managed differently in the future.
Bishop Norman thanked CBS for their contribution towards
the cost of the conference, then he and Canon Adrian Ling
gave a presentation on the planned pilgrimage to Avila next
October.
The presentations were all upbeat and positive. The masses
and devotions in the shrine were uplifting as always. Together
we shared in a ‘convivium bonorum’ – a feast of good things.
The conference ended with an enthusiastic outburst of thanks
to Bishop Norman for his robust leadership and unflagging
good humour. It was a golden autumn in Walsingham and also
a springtime for the Richborough Family. ND

advent 1955
John Betjeman
The Advent wind begins to stir
With sea-like sounds in our Scotch fir,
It’s dark at breakfast, dark at tea,
And in between we only see
Clouds hurrying across the sky
And rain-wet roads the wind blows dry
And branches bending to the gale
Against great skies all silver pale.
The world seems travelling into space,
And travelling at a faster pace
Than in the leisured summer weather
When we and it sit out together,
For now we feel the world spin round
On some momentous journey bound –
Journey to what? to whom? to where?
The Advent bells call out ‘Prepare,
Your world is journeying to the birth
Of God made Man for us on earth.’
And how, in fact, do we prepare
For the great day that waits us there –
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The twenty-fifth day of December,
The birth of Christ? For some it means
An interchange of hunting scenes
On coloured cards, And I remember
Last year I sent out twenty yards,
Laid end to end, of Christmas cards
To people that I scarcely know –
They’d sent a card to me, and so
I had to send one back. Oh dear!
Is this a form of Christmas cheer?
Or is it, which is less surprising,
My pride gone in for advertising?
The only cards that really count
Are that extremely small amount
From real friends who keep in touch
And are not rich but love us much.
Some ways indeed are very odd
By which we hail the birth of God.
We raise the price of things in shops,
We give plain boxes fancy tops

a rose e'er blooming from tender stem
hath sprung
Cecilia Rexworthy of Watts & Co. considers vestments for use on Gaudete Sunday

T

he rarest of liturgical colours, rose is used on only two
Sundays of the year, Gaudete Sunday in Advent and
Laetare Sunday in Lent. Some parishes, through
choice or budget constraints, may bypass this seemingly indulgent addition to their sacristy, but the symbolism of the rose
vestments is an ancient and beautiful one.
Rose (not to be confused with pink), is worn on the 3rd
Sunday of Advent and the 4th Sunday of Lent. In Advent the
usual liturgical colour is purple and has a twofold significance.
The Advent purple is not only the traditional colour of
penance, but it is also the colour of royalty. From the first Sunday of Advent, the Church in her liturgy awaits the arrival of
the Saviour, the King of Kings. In the beautiful Advent antiphons sung at vespers, known as the ‘O Antiphons’, one of the
key musical features of the days leading up to Christmas, the
nations long for their king: O Rex Gentium (‘O King of the nations, and their desire’) and O Emmanuel, Rex et legifer noster
(‘O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver’).
This longing is temporarily eased by a glimpse of fulfilment
and a surge of hope and joy on Gaudete Sunday, also known
as ’Rose Sunday’: the opening prayer of the mass urges all peo-

And lines which traders cannot sell
Thus parcell’d go extremely well.
We dole out bribes we call a present
To those to whom we must be pleasant
For business reasons. Our defence is
These bribes are charged against expenses
And bring relief in Income Tax.
Enough of these unworthy cracks!
‘The time draws near the birth of Christ’.
A present that cannot be priced
Given two thousand years ago.
Yet if God had not given so
He still would be a distant stranger
And not the Baby in the manger.

ple to rejoice: Gaudete!
Indeed the Introit, repeating the words of St
Paul to the Philippians,
is most insistent: ‘Rejoice in the Lord always,
again I say rejoice’. And
as a visual cue to emphasise this joy, the penitential
purple
is
lightened to rose. The
world’s wait is coming to
an end. Christmas is
near.
Pictured:
A Tufton style stole
from Watts & Co. in
their beautiful Comper Rose Bellini Silk
Damask,
commissioned for Gaudete
Sunday. This stole features hand-embroidered Fleur-de-Lys
crosses at its neck and ends. It is trimmed with Comper
Rose Diamond & Lay fringe and lined in gold cotton
sateen.
Detail of Watts & Co.’s new Rosa fabric in rose. The rose
and gold floral motifs have a smaller pattern repeat than
the Comper Rose Bellini. Both fabrics are 100% silk and
woven in England. They are exclusive to Watts & Co. ND

From Collected Poems (2006) © The Estate of John Betjeman
1955, 1958
Reproduced with permission of John Murray and Hodder &
Stoughton Ltd through PLSclear
Sir John Betjeman (1906-84) was Poet Laureate from 1972.
Whilst this is not his more famous Advent poem, possibly written
for one of his radio broadcasts, it proudly bears the Betjeman hallmark: rhyming couplets, trochaic rhythm in eight-syllable octameters with slightly longer lines in parts to slow it down, and that
knack for everyday speech, human foible, rich personality and Englishness. A high-church Anglican all his life, we owe a lot to Betjeman’s steadfast faith and spokesmanship for churches. ND
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come forth into the light of things,
Let nature be your teacher
Michael Marshall on the Roots and Fruits of the Arts & Crafts Movement, with particular reference to William
Wordsworth

A

s I discovered in the course of writing the biography
of Bishop Edward King, Wordsworth was the poet
that King most admired and strongly recommended
to his students, clergy and friends. ‘Wordsworth always seems
to bring me into a wonderfully clear and healthy atmosphere,
and to lift me up,’ King said. ‘I so wish people would read
Wordsworth.’
One year, a friend had given eight volumes of Wordsworth’s
poems to King for Christmas; ‘It is a most beautiful and usable
Wordsworth, and I am particularly glad to have it, as he seems
to suit me. His love of all nature, and his constant use of it are
a link to higher things which I greatly love; so his poetry rests
and refreshes me with new strength of head and heart, of
thought and love. I shall often take a volume about with me.’
It’s not difficult to see why the writings of Wordsworth, and
in particular his posthumously published
autobiographical poem, The Prelude so attracted King. Both alike had a love and reverence for nature and the created world and
both alike reacted against the harsh materialism of the industrial revolution with its
sabotaging of beauty, its dehumanising
forces, and all in the name of economic
prosperity with its accompanying oppression of the poor.
In his old age, King wrote about his love
of nature which had been with him since
boyhood: ‘I still go on in my simple superficial way, loving flowers, and birds, and
bright sunlight on the apples, and the sunset… The flowers and the birds, and angels
and men, all things that are!’ (The interconnectedness and interdependence between
humanity and the natural world, heaven and earth, for King
were all of a piece; mystically symbolic of Christ’s cloak at Calvary, ‘woven from top to bottom without a seam’. But like that
cloak, we have torn it and shredded it, alienating humankind
from the natural world.)
For ‘The Roots’ of the Arts and Crafts Movement, we need
to go further back to the eighteenth century, the time of the
first Industrial Revolution and to none other than Oliver
Goldsmith who wrote his long poem – The Deserted Village –
in 1770. It forms a part of what is known as ‘pastoral literature’
which idealized rural life and landscapes, portraying them as
being purer and therefore superior to city life. The poem’s title
references the shift from rural life to urban life, as entire populations displaced from the land by economic shifts and
wealthy landowners, leaving their agricultural lives and creative cottage industries behind. From 1760, increased indus16 ■ newdirections ■ December 2021/January 2022

trial and mechanized production of iron and steel resulted in
a move away from an agrarian and handicraft economy. Goldsmith wrote:
But times are altered; trade’s unfeeling train
Usurp the land and dispossess the swain;
Along the lawn, where scattered hamlets rose,
Unwieldly wealth and cumbrous pomp now repose.
The Deserted Village is a pastoral elegy and like all elegies
laments a loss, analogous to the loss of a kind of innocence,
evocative of a Paradise Lost, by three themes: the pollution of
industrialization, the exploitation of natural resources, and the
mistreatment of the working classes.
On April 23, 1850, the Poet Laureate
William Wordsworth died, aged 80 and
was buried in the churchyard at Grasmere.
In July of the same year, his widow published the autobiographical poem entitled
The Prelude. In effect it recounts how Nature became all-in-all to him. As in his
other philosophical work, The Excursion,
and along similar lines to that of Goldsmith, city life becomes synonymous with
corruption. ‘Cities where the human heart
is sick’ are contrasted with those small rural
communities where there is still time ‘to
stand and stare’ – time and space to listen
to the diktats of that inner voice without
which we lose all sense of virtue and the
core of what makes us human. ‘Come forth
into the light of things, Let nature be your
teacher,’ he wrote on visiting Tintern Abbey and the Wye Valley.
A.N. Wilson in God’s Funeral comments on ‘the naturemysticism of Wordsworth – that God was actually in his universe. This was not the pantheism of Spinoza, who quite
openly spoke of ‘God, that is to say Nature’. Rather in
Wordsworth we have ‘something much more deeply interfused.’ The Victorians and indeed the church today need to
recognize that after ‘the Watchmaker-God of Deism of the
eighteenth century was destroyed’ (Paley’s Evidences) ‘by the
questions raised by Darwin and Huxley – the God out there,’
we needed to recapture the God of Christ and the New Testament who ‘breathes through his creation, lives within it’ as
well as beyond it (panentheism), where the creation points beyond itself to the Christ of God who is ‘all in all’ to quote St.
Paul.’

For Wordsworth there was the further vital issue of humanity itself. The process of industrialization, and the population explosion were not only in the process of destroying the
natural world around us (something which Ruskin was to
major on, along with William Morris) but also the way urban
humanity viewed itself – as something of a cog in a machine
– that ‘watchmaker’ view in which the whole creation is
viewed in mechanistic terms with God as something of a disinterested engineer occasionally tinkering with the mechanism.
Wordsworth parallels in his poetry his own inner journey
of loss from his earliest years as a boy in the countryside with
the loss resulting from industrialization and the move from an
intimacy with nature. But it is not a cry of despair, because in
later life there is an increasing sense in which Wordsworth regains that first all-encompassing view of creation as a whole.
Later in life, Wordsworth came to see that the universe is
not mechanical and dead, but alive and vitally connected with
the human mind’s awakened consciousness which in turn
leads to an awakened moral sense and ultimately leads to communion with the divine. In the profoundest sense, love of nature leads to love of humanity and a re-envisioned awareness
of God both in all as well as beyond all: in a word – a reverence
for humankind and for nature, the environment and all creation.
The turning point came in 1793 when Wordsworth went
alone as a troubled young man of 23 to Tintern Abbey. Five
years later, in July 1798, he was to come back in happier times
with his sister Dorothy. After several days touring on foot and
by boat, they boarded a return ferry to Bristol. It was on the
homeward journey that Wordsworth committed to memory
the finishing touches for his Lines Composed a Few Miles Above
Tintern Abbey. ‘No poem of mine,’ he was to say afterwards,
‘was composed under circumstances more pleasant for me to
remember than this.’
Wordsworth felt that he owed to those ‘forms of beauty’
imprinted upon his mind from that visit to the Wye Valley, his
deepest experience of all, that of the mystical vision ‘into the
life of things’.
In all of this deep and formative experience, Wordsworth
recalls how what he terms ‘the affections’ played an important,
indeed, a decisive part, in ‘leading’ him to that moment of insight – ‘the deep power of joy’. And by ‘the affections’ he meant
that intimate delight in the familiar objects of landscape which
had been from early childhood so intense and so persistent –
lost for a while, but now experienced as ‘Paradise regained.’
And what was that ‘life of things’ into which ‘he saw’? Surely,
that unity of all creation in an infinitely joyous being which
was the vision of his boyhood. So, in the ‘Prelude’, autobiographically he writes:
To look on nature, not as in the hour
Of thoughtless youth, but hearing oftentimes
The still, sad music of humanity.
Two main themes become apparent: the need to reconnect
with nature as itself a sacrament, pointing to the transcendent
world beyond. As one writer puts it, Wordsworth shows, ‘how

the contemplation of Nature can be made a revealing agency,
like Love or Prayer, an opening into the transcendent.’ (The
apostles of the Arts and Crafts Movement sought to redirect
our gaze to the unifying source of everything which ultimately
can bring us purpose and fulfilment).
Secondly, ‘Wordsworth saw the city as the place devoted to
money-making at the expense of love of nature,’ says Bate.
The world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers:
Little we see in nature that is ours;
We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!
…………………………for everything, we are out of tune;
It moves us not.
As life went on, he refused to turn this into a political ideology
but rather as a true radical saw that the battle was within and
so turned to a truly spiritual awakening, ending up as a committed worshipping Christian in his local parish church and
as a church warden.
‘No one in the nineteenth century perceived the enervating
and environmentally destructive dimensions of modernity
more clearly than Wordsworth’s disciple, Ruskin’ (1819-1900)
claims Bate. Towards the end of his life, he wrote a series of
pamphlets and manifestos in the form of newsletters ‘to the
Workmen and Labourers of Great Britain’.
Railing against the vitiation of ‘the air by your manner of
life, and of death…with foul chemical exhalations’, he wrote
‘On the other hand, we have the ‘power of purifying the air, by
dealing properly and swiftly with all substances in corruption;
by absolutely forbidding noxious manufactures; and by planting in all soils the trees which cleanse and invigorate earth and
atmosphere.’
For Ruskin, then, there was a direct line from the
Wordsworthian notion of love of nature leading to love of
mankind to the practice of what we would now call ‘sustainability.’ He believed that modern “political economy”, the science of getting and spending, was not a means to life but a
recipe for the death of the planet.’
‘Long before the green movement of our generation,’ writes
A.N. Wilson, ‘Ruskin perceived that life on this planet could
only become sane when human beings recognized their rightful place within it; when they stopped trying to exploit Nature
for gain or to explain it away in the name of physics and biology, and came instead to a submissive humility in relation to
it, a true understanding.’
In his fascinating lecture, The Ethics of Dust, to a Girls’
School in 1865, he asked the girls to imagine walking on the
outskirts of a manufacturing town, and picking up an ounce
or two of the blackest slime, containing soot, sand, brick-dust,
water and clay. Then he asks them to imagine the mud being
allowed to rest a long age.
‘Let the clay begin’, he says. ‘Ridding itself of all foreign substance, it gradually becomes a white earth, already very beautiful, and fit, with help of congealing fire, to be made into the
finest porcelain, and painted on, and be kept in kings’ palaces.
But such artificial consistence is not its best. Leave it still, quiet
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to follow its own instinct of unity, and it becomes, not only critique of industrial society and attacked the modern factory,
white, but clear; not only clear, but hard; not only clear and the use of machinery with its accompanying division of labour;
hard, but so set that it can deal with light in a wonderful way, capitalism and the loss of traditional craft methods. Morris in
and gather out of it the loveliest blue rays only, refusing the fact had no criticism of machinery per se, so long as they prorest. We call it a sapphire.’
duced the quality he needed: ‘We do not reject the machine
‘The fact is, we are all, and always, asleep through our lives; we welcome it. But we would desire to see it mastered’ – rather
and it is only by pinching ourselves very hard that we ever than it mastering us. (Mutatis mutandis, much the same could
come to see, or understand anything.’
be said of the tools of technology useful as ‘servants’ but adHe had woken up himself in one of those ‘eye-opening mo- dictively destructive as ‘masters’, enslaving their users).
ments’ we often speak of. He describes how, at the age of 24,
Morris believed factory-made works to be “dishonest”
he made a personal discovery giving us an exact location: ‘on while contrariwise, handiwork and craftsmanship merged digthe road to Norwood’. (Such moments are often associated nity with labour: his followers favoured craft production over
with a definite location: the road to Damascus for Paul; at a industrial manufacture.
street corner for Merton, or on a bus on the way to the Zoo
Yet by 1833 something took Morris over and directed his
for Lewis).
energies in the direction of political revolution: he turned from
‘No one,’ he records, ‘had ever taught me to draw as a radical liberalism to being a socialist revolutionary. It was as
draughtsman and watercolourist of what was really there. All though an inner hankering drew Morris on. He confided to
my time given to drawing as an art; of course I had the record his friend Georgie Burne-Jones, wife of the painter, “You see,
of places, but had never seen the beauty of anything, not even my dear, I can’t help it. The ideas which have taken hold of me
of a stone – how much less of a leaf.
will not let me rest; nor can I see anything else worth thinking
‘It was a moment of liberation akin to
of…..One must turn to hope, and only in
William Wordsworth by robert hancock,
that experienced by John Stuart Mill,’
one direction do I see it – on the road to
1798 © NPG
writes A.N. Wilson, ‘when he escaped
Revolution: everything else is gone now.
the crushing materialism of his father’s
And now at least when the corruption
world-view by reading Wordsworth.
of society seems complete, there is arisRuskin ceased to be an evangelical Chrising a definite conception of a new order.”
tian, ceased trying to be one and feeling
Later in his life he embraced Marxguilty about not being one. It was an exism and was influenced by anarchism in
perience, this “UNCONVERSION” as
the 1880s, increasingly becoming a comhe called it, which was to colour the
mitted revolutionary Socialist activist,
whole of his life – his aesthetic life, as well
taking part in violent protest marches,
as his ideas on political economy …bent
even occasionally arrested, and in 1884
on undoing the evils of capitalism.’
he founded the Socialist League.
Ruskin went on to argue in his essay
Somehow by the end of his life MorThe Storm Cloud of the Nineteenth Century
ris had lost the larger plot of
that industrialized humankind was
Wordsworth and also Ruskin, trapped in
changing the climate. His darkly
a political ideology which sought to
prophetic prose was a mirror of the gigantic shadow that the change the system without changing human perception, hearts
futurity of a carbon-warmed atmosphere cast upon his pres- and lives.
ent. Wordsworth’s poetry, meanwhile, is the unacknowledged
Two fruits, in particular were to blossom at the end of the
pre-legislation of an alternative vision for the future in which nineteenth century and the early decades of the twentieth,
love of nature and love of human kind are enmeshed in a sa- drawing on sap from the roots of the Arts and Crafts Movecred web.
ment which though of an earlier age were implicit in the works
This all leads us straight into the full-blooded Arts and of earlier poets and in particular most explicitly in the writings
Crafts Movement, supremely established in Britain about of William Wordsworth
1862 by the artist and medievalist William Morris (1834The first of such fruits was a sacramental, theological awak1896) in response to the negative social and aesthetic conse- ening rooted in the Incarnation holding the spiritual and the
quences of the Industrial Revolution. It stood for traditional material together. In 1877, Stewart Headlam, a student of F.D.
craftsmanship and often used medieval, romantic folk styles. Maurice, formed The Guild of St. Matthew. Headlam’s objecIt advocated economic and social reform and was anti-indus- tive was to combine the tradition of Christian socialism which
trial in its orientation – highly critical of the sprawling growth he took from F.D. Maurice and Charles Kingsley with the
of cities and the treatment of the poor.
sacramental doctrine of High Anglicanism. At about the same
Many of the designers of the Arts & Crafts Movement time, the Christian Social Union was formed in Oxford by two
were socialists, and not least William Morris. In the early Anglo-Catholic clergymen: Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918)
1880s Morris was spending much of his time on promoting and Charles Gore. It was the largest Christian socialist organsocialism rather than on designing and making. Morris argued isation which had 27 branches and a membership of approxithat ‘without dignified, creative occupation, people became mately 3,000 by 1898. Unfortunately, although several of the
disconnected from life’. Furthermore, Morris shared Ruskin’s bishops were members of the Union, it lacked members from
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the working class. One of the significant achievements of the
CSU was the implementation of the university settlements,
which were Christian missions established in slum areas of
London and other big cities. Both Scott-Holland and Charles
Gore were close friends of Bishop Edward King but, coming a
little later than King, followed through the theological and
spiritual working of the Tractarians and the Oxford Movement, with particular reference to the burgeoning cities of the
Industrial Revolution, associated as they were with pollution
and the oppression of workers. Scott-Holland’s ‘Judge Eternal’
hymn features a powerful entreaty to ‘purge this realm of bitter things’ as suffered by the victims of industrial oppression:

of mankind.’
However, it is not enough to urge a respect for nature and
our environment motivated only from an informed knowledge
of the fatal consequences of our destructive consumerism.
Rather, there is an urgent need to recapture something of that
re-awakening of Wordsworth and others who so clearly perceived our interdependence with the natural order as being
part of God’s plan for his creation, reflecting the beauty of its
creator in like manner to that of the artist whose image is in,
through and beyond his or her works. For the whole created
order, rightly perceived points us to the creator, similarly to
how a sacrament points us to the invisible through the visible,
so that, in the words of Orthodox theologian Alexander
Still the weary folk are pining
Schmemann, we can claim ‘the world as sacrament.’
For the hour that brings release;
In the light of such an insight, is it too much to claim that
And the city’s crowded clangour
we might yet recover, even at this late stage, something of that
Cries aloud for sin to cease;
same vision of Goldsmith, Wordsworth and Ruskin, and the
And the homesteads and the woodlands
pioneers of the Arts and Crafts Movement, which bore fruit
Plead in silence for their peace.
so abundantly in the lives and ministries of the Anglo-Catholic
parish clergy, with such robust incarnational theology and
Wordsworth had a great admiration for
spirituality which in turn can so powerfully
John ruskin by sir hubert von
Milton and his works, and at one time utinform and transform every aspect of life
herkomer, 1879 © NPG
tered with reference to the woes of the age:
and order?
‘Milton, thou should’st be living at this hour’.
Could we go further? Could we,
Perhaps for our age we might adapt this reeven in our day, own afresh that same conmark by saying: ‘Wordsworth, thou
viction of a radical interdependence beshould’st be living at this hour’. For surely it
tween nature and human kind, between
is not too difficult to see some striking parspirit and matter, ‘entangled’ and inextricaallels between the various issues which conbly woven into a divine web, analogous to
fronted the wisdom of the past with those
Christ’s ‘ seamless inner garment’ so powerthat confront the world today.
fully symbolic of the Incarnation, and all
Perhaps the most obvious is the whole
alike pointing to the ‘beyondness’ of everyissue of care for the environment in the face
thing with purpose and a fresh significance?
of climate change. Secondly, there is a strikFor it could well be claimed that nothing
ing parallel between those dehumanising
less than such a re-envisioning with its
forces of the industrial Revolution and the
promise of a ‘Paradise Regained’ in that gartechnological revolution of today, not totally
den-city of the new Jerusalem where the
dissimilar to what appalled Wordsworth,
leaves of the trees are for ‘the healing of the
Ruskin and Morris, crying out for justice and a respect for the nations’ will be sufficiently convincing to arrest the tragic prodignity of every human being in the appalling slums occa- cession towards the self-destruction of all that we should chersioned by the industrial barons.
ish. For both nature and an enriched humanity originate from
So for us, as for an earlier generation, there is a compelling nothing less than the infinite imagination and heart of that
and urgent need to recover a reverence for creation and the same Love which, in the concluding words of Dante’s Divine
natural world, if we are not to destroy ‘The pristine earth,/ Comedy, ‘ moves the sun and the other stars’.
The planet in its nakedness….Man’s only dwelling’.
In contrast with Wordsworth and to some extent with Bishop Michael Marshall was the eighth Bishop of Woolwich in the
Ruskin, regrettably everything for William Morris became Church of England from 1975 to 1984. Based at Holy Trinity,
part of an ideological-political manifesto without a spiritual Sloane Street, he is honorary assistant bishop in the Diocese of Lonand theological undergirding. Whenever that happens, every don and the Diocese of Chichester.
issue becomes vicious and polarised.
Such, however, was not the case so much with F.D. Mau- Footnote: Many of the insights of this lecture are indebted to
rice, Charles Gore, Scott Holland and the Anglo-Catholic a new book on Wordsworth: Jonathan Bate, Radical
parish priests working in the slums of the large industrial cities. Wordsworth: The Poet who Changed the World, published by
They had a sacramental view of creation and a re-envisioned William Collins in 2020. +MM.
view of humanity in which every human being contains a
spark of God and a seed of the divine. With such a vision, re- Bishop Michael celebrated the diamond jubilee of his ordination to
spect both for creation and for neighbour automatically fol- the priesthood in October. New Directions sends him many congratlows: As Jonathan Bate puts it: ‘Love of nature can lead to love ulations. Ad multos annos, Father! ND
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advent Baking with anja Dunk
Christmas bread with dried fruit
Christbrot
Christbrot is very similar to a Weihnachtsstollen, but
lighter in texture, and is best eaten freshly baked without
needing time to mature. This is one of the reasons why a
Christbrot is more popular to bake at home than a
Stollen each year. It isn’t hard to make Christbrot but
the method involves a triple rise, so you’ll need to set a
morning or afternoon aside if you choose to make it.

MAKES 1 LOAF
(SERVES ABOUT 6)
75g (2½oz) mixed peel
50g (1¾oz) raisins
50g (1¾oz) currants
1 tbsp dark rum
300g (2¼ cups) plain
(all-purpose) flour,
plus extra for dusting
40g (3½ tbsp) caster
(superfine) sugar
½ tsp fine sea salt
Finely grated zest of
½ lemon
Finely grated zest of
½ orange

50g (3½ tbsp) unsalted
butter, melted
1 egg
18g (²⁄₃oz) fresh yeast,
or 9g (¹⁄₃oz) dried
70ml (¹⁄₃ cup minus
2 tsp) tepid whole milk
50g (1¾oz) flaked
(slivered) almonds
to coat
50g (3½ tbsp) unsalted
butter, melted
40g (3½ tbsp) vanilla
sugar (see page 12)
40g (4½ tbsp) icing
(confectioners’) sugar

P

ut the mixed peel, raisins and currants into a bowl,
pour over the rum and set aside to infuse while you
prepare the dough.
Put the flour, sugar, salt and citrus zests into a large bowl
and mix together with a wooden spoon, then add the melted
butter and egg.
Crumble the yeast (or sprinkle if using dried) into the
tepid milk and stir to dissolve. Pour the yeasted milk into the
flour mixture and, using your hands, bring the ingredients
together into a rough dough. Tip the dough onto a floured
surface and knead for about 10 minutes until it becomes
more elastic. Form it into a ball and nestle it into the bottom
of the bowl. Cover the bowl with a tea towel and set aside in
a warm spot to rise for 1–3 hours until almost doubled in
size. (Alternatively put the flour, sugar, salt and citrus zests
into the bowl of a free-standing electric mixer fitted with a
dough hook. Add the butter and egg. Pour in the yeasted
milk and knead for 5 minutes until the dough is elastic.
Cover the bowl and set aside, as above.)
Knock the dough back with your fist and add the almonds
and boozy dried fruit (along with any liquid). Knead the
fruit and nuts through for a few minutes until evenly incor20 ■ newdirections ■ December 2021/January 2022

porated. Form the dough into a ball and return it to the
bowl. Cover with the tea towel and set aside in a warm spot
for about 20 minutes for a short second rise.
Form the dough into a round loaf shape and place it on a
baking sheet lined with non-stick baking parchment. Cover
with a tea towel and leave somewhere warm to rise for a
final 30 minutes.
Heat the oven to 190°C/170°C fan/375°F. Bake in the
oven for 35–40 minutes until brown all over and cooked
through, checking after 25 minutes; if it is getting too brown
cover it with a piece of foil for the remainder of the baking
time.
Transfer to a wire rack and brush with the melted butter
repeatedly until all the butter is used up. Sprinkle with the
vanilla sugar, then sift over the icing sugar.
This is best eaten within a couple of hours after it’s baked.
Or you can wrap it in foil and store in an airtight tin; it will
keep for up to 3 days, after which it is still fine to toast for a
further 2 days.

Cinnamon stars
Zimtsterne
For me, and I believe many Germans would agree,
Zimtsterne belong to the classic trio of biscuits that
best sum up Adventsgebäck – Lebkuchen and
Vanillekipferl being the other two. Christmas just
wouldn’t be Christmas without Zimtsterne and
they are baked at least once a week without fail in
our house throughout the month of December. If
the boys had it their way we would, in an ideal
world, bake them every day.

MAKES ABOUT 30
2 egg whites
180g (1¼ cups) icing
(confectioners’) sugar,
plus extra for dusting
4 tsp ground cinnamon
300g (1²⁄₃ cups)

H

ground almonds
(almond flour)
for the icing
1 egg white
100g (scant ¾ cup)
icing (confectioners’)
sugar, sifted

eat the oven to 180°C/160°C fan/350°F and line
two baking sheets with nonstick baking parchment. Whisk the egg whites to stiff peaks using a
hand-held electric whisk or in the bowl of a free-standing
electric mixer fitted with the whisk attachment. Add the
icing sugar one tablespoon at a time,
whisking all the while. Add the cinnamon and give it a final few seconds of
whisking before folding in the ground
almonds with a spatula, bringing all the
ingredients together into a sticky
dough.
Dust the work surface with icing
sugar and roll the dough out to a
5mm/1/8in thickness. Cut star shapes
out of the dough with your cookie cutter (see pages 258–9) and gently transfer them over to the baking sheet with
1cm/3/8in between each to allow for a
little spreading. Re-roll all the dough
offcuts into more biscuits.
Bake in the oven for 10–12 minutes
until just golden on top and firm to the
touch – they should still be soft inside.

Allow to cool on the sheet for 5 minutes before transferring
to a wire rack to cool completely.
To make the icing, whisk the egg white to stiff peaks using
a hand-held electric whisk or an oldfashioned double whisk
with a cranking handle (my preferred choice; one egg white
is too small an amount to whisk in a
free-standing kitchen machine). Fold
the icing sugar into the stiff egg white
until a thick, glossy icing is formed.
Spoon small amounts of icing onto
each cooled biscuit and, using the tip of
a knife, drag the icing out to the pointed
ends of the star, ensuring the entire top
of the cookie is covered. Leave out to
air dry for 8 hours (overnight is ideal).
Stored in an airtight container,
these will keep well for a month or
more.
Material taken from ADVENT: Festive
German Bakes to Celebrate the Coming of
Christmas by Anja Dunk (Quadrille,
£25) with thanks to Hardie Grant
publishing. ND
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B

efore moving on to seasonal matters,
allow me to start with three pieces of
good news.
Firstly, the initial meeting of the Catholic
Mission Network was a great success, involving a large number of Society clergy from
across the country and including some fascinating insights on mission from Fr James
Mallon, beamed in all the way from Canada.
This is not merely a theoretical exercise and
the ideas generated by the regional clergy
groups will be trialled in Society parishes before long. Lay participation, and indeed lay
leadership in certain areas of parish life, is a
key aspect of Catholic mission so we shall all
have an opportunity to contribute in due
course. The initiative represents an important and exciting development in the life of
The Society so please lend it your full support
when the moment comes.
Secondly, 25 curates gathered for The Society’s reconvened annual Initial Ministerial
Education (IME) two-day conference at
Walsingham. The curates benefitted from a
full programme of talks, workshop and fellowship. Among the highlights of the conference were two powerful and inspiring talks
on Catholic priesthood, delivered by local residents Bishop Robert Ladds and Fr Harri
Williams. It is remarkable to think that, almost thirty years on from that vote, we can
still stage such a conference and that it can
work so well as a means of supporting our
new clergy and indeed of enabling them to
support one another.
Thirdly, following an unexpected vacancy
arising in the See of Ebbsfleet, we are indebted to the Archbishop of Canterbury for
putting in place cover arrangements for an interim period via a number of the Society bishops and for doing so at the first available
opportunity. Further, the Ebbsfleet Council
of Priests has wasted no time in formulating
its own response to the vacancy – the Council
has already met twice since the vacancy arose
and has another meeting planned for the
New Year at which it will set out its priorities
for the next Bishop of Ebbsfleet in a submission to the Archbishop of Canterbury. A
prayer for the See of Ebbsfleet is included
elsewhere in this edition of New Directions.
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Et incarnatus est. These words of the creed
uttered each Sunday remind us of how Our
Lord was made man, was conceived by the
Holy Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary.
St John’s opening chapter speaks of the Word
made flesh and that He dwelt among us. We
hear this Gospel every Christmas and yet we
know we are challenged to cast aside its familiarity and to hear it as though we are hearing
it for the first time. As T.S. Eliot put it so well
in Little Gidding, we are ‘to arrive where we
started and know the place for the first time’.
This is God come to us and the embodiment of all that we seek to be. And so our call
to mission is not for its own sake – it not
meant to be some sort of labyrinthine process
– or somehow to boost our sagging egos, it is
because it is a gift with which we have been
entrusted and which we find joy in sharing.
Similarly, we do not say farewell to our
friend Bishop Glyn as though it were a selfreferencing act; a private club slapping one of
its own members on the back. We say farewell
to Bishop Glyn mindful that he has selflessly
administered the sacraments over many
years, has gone out of his way to welcome new
Christians, and has willingly crossed the Pennines on nights many of us would have remained at home in front of the fire.
None of this is done alone. The Christmas
story is not one of isolation. The stable draws
a cast of characters and an intrinsic part of
Christ’s ministry on earth was to seek out
others so that they may glimpse the Kingdom
which lies ahead.
Our parishes remind us that we do not do
this alone either. They are a particular place
of religious celebration and also a focal point
for each community. At this time of year, that
wider importance in and for the community
is often more apparent. As a result, you may
wish to make a donation to the worthwhile
and deserving projects we highlight elsewhere
in this edition of New Directions. The incarnational nature of such projects will not be
lost on us as we move through a time of expectant waiting and preparation in Advent
and into a period of celebration of Our Lord’s
birth.
I wish you a happy and holy Christmas.

ND

the way we live now
Christopher Smith looks ahead to next year’s calendar

N

ever mind that outdated old
liturgical calendar you’ve got.
Here are some dates for your
next year’s diary. 20th February is the
beginning of A-romantic Spectrum
Awareness Week, which I gather always
starts on the Sunday after St Valentine’s
Day. 31st March is the International
Transgender Day of Visibility, 8th May
is Asexual Visibility Day, and 24th May
is Pansexual Visibility Day. Then brace
yourself for a busy July: the 6th is Omnisexual Visibility Day, the 14th is International Non-binary Day, and the 16th
is International Drag Day. Exhausted
just thinking about it? Don’t forget International Pronoun Day on 20th October.
All this broke into my consciousness
as I was trying to select some Christmas
poems for a young peoples’ carol service.
Poetry was interrupted by wokery. I was
distracted by Milton’s On the Morning of
Christ’s Nativity (see below); I think it
among the greatest poems in the English
language, but a bit tricky for teenagers.
My reverie was broken, however, by the
news that dinner with Kathleen Stock
was off. She was supposed to be coming
to talk about her new book, but she has
been cancelled.
By ‘she’s been cancelled’, I don’t just
mean that she cancelled the engagement.
More significantly, she has been
hounded out of her job as an academic
at the University of Sussex by a baying
mob of people who don’t much like
other people, because they think the
world revolves around them. And I
would have to say that my generation
has colluded in that by telling them that
it does. Dr Stock is a feminist, but has recently written a book called Material
Girls: Why Reality Matters for Feminism.
The ‘reality’ she has in mind can just
about be deduced from the dust jacket.
The book is ‘A timely and trenchant critique of the influential theory that we all
have an inner feeling about our sex,
known as a gender identity, and that this
feeling is more socially significant than
our biological sex’. Ah yes—our sex is de-

termined by… our sex. Who knew?
With a certain hideous inevitability,
and in spite of being fairly well supported by the university (though not by
many of her colleagues), she has felt it
necessary to resign, and who can blame
her, given that the threat to her person
was so great that she was advised by police to install CCTV at home and hire
some bodyguards. That suggests to me
that she had good reason to be fearful of
violence and that the police should have
acted under the Public Order Act 1986.
Perhaps they did, but that was not their
first response, which was to maintain
that Dr Stock’s interlocutors had every
right to express their opinions. It’s interesting to observe those times when the
right to freedom of expression comes to
the fore and those times when it doesn’t.
You can see why some people are
convinced that we are in the midst of a
‘culture war’. J.K. Rowling can’t be invited to appear in the Harry Potter reunion film because she has made such
offensive comments as ‘If sex isn’t real,
the lived reality of women globally is
erased’, and wondered out loud whether
it is really appropriate to use the term
‘people who menstruate’ where we might
once have said ‘women’. This provoked
Daniel Radcliffe, of whom none of us
would ever have heard had it not been
for Miss Rowling, to recite the mantra
‘Trans women are women’, which is to
say, they are not to be thought of as men
identifying themselves as women, and
‘any statement to the contrary erases the
identity of transgender people’.
How far we have come since the days
of ‘male and female he created them’.
Time for an update of Scripture, perhaps? After all, well-respected organisations like the Tolkien Society are
grappling with the canon; they put out a
call for papers for their Summer Seminar on the topic of ‘Tolkien and Diversity’. Sadly, it came too late for me to
contribute, but I don’t think I could have
done better than ‘Gondor in Transition:
A Brief Introduction to Transgender
Realities in The Lord of the Rings’. This

is the world of ‘alterity’—which presumably means ‘being different’, so I was unsurprised to see papers entitled ‘The
Invisible Other: Tolkien’s DwarfWomen and the Feminine Lack’, and
‘Something Mighty Queer: Destabilizing
Cishetero Amatonormativity in the
Works of Tolkien’.
Who writes this stuff ? ‘Issues of selfidentification (especially important for
individuals who reside at the boundary
between dichotomous groups) also point
to a close connection (perhaps completely subconscious) between Tolkien
and Elrond Half-Elven.’ It may seem
comic from the outside, but real people’s
jobs are on the line, and student bodies
are whipping up frenzied hatred against
people who dare to question the emperor’s new dress code.
I might suggest, however, that those
now condemned as ‘trans-exclusionary
radical feminists’ are perhaps wanting to
have their cake and eat it. It was they
who sought to convince us that sex was
not so much a biological given as a social
construct. That’s how we’ve ended up
using what was formerly a grammatical
term, ‘gender’, where once we would have
used ‘sex’. And if ‘gender’ is socially constructed, it can be reconstructed. Until
yesterday I used one changing room;
from tomorrow I will use the other.
We are, perhaps, seeing the turning
of the tide. It is an argument in which we
may suddenly find we have a voice.
Why? Because ours is the faith of the Incarnation. It invites others to come back
down to earth!
That glorious Form, that Light unsufferable,
And that far-beaming blaze of
Majesty,
Wherewith he wont at Heav’n’s high
council-table,
To sit the midst of Trinal Unity,
He laid aside, and here with us to be,
Forsook the courts of everlasting day,
And chose with us a darksome house
of mortal clay. ND
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December & January Diary
Thurifer is nostalgic and nearsighted

W

e are now “living with Covid” as with influenza
yet still threat of lockdown. Masks are still in evidence. Not everything is as it was. The social,
economic and political consequences of the pandemic are still
be played out; the societal scars are evident as is the sense of
loss for those who died. Long Covid is as much a feature of society as it is for some individuals’ lives. Will we ever be relaxed
again? One of my friends was in hospital twice during the pandemic, not with Covid; once confident, outgoing, social, gregarious, now is anxious and reclusive. Aware of a timidity and
that life has become restricted by self-imposed restrictions, he
cannot work out how to break free from angst and surfeit of
caution.
*
The Last Night of the Proms was something like normal, if more
restrained than customary. It was all the better. Prommers in
the Arena seemed older than days of yore. But it was an audience and not socially distanced. The BBCSO and Chorus were
distanced. Conductor, Sakari Oramo, plus soloists wore masks
arriving and leaving the stage but not during the performance.
Odd in several ways and, like many regulations during the
pandemic, confusing. Much as I admire the setting of the National Anthem by Benjamin Britten, which seems to be the
anthem of choice for the Proms, it would be good to hear the
setting by Sir Arthur Bliss in all its glory, perhaps for the Proms
in the 70th Jubilee Year of the Queen’s accession.
*
There is still no escape from diaries. The second volume of
Chips Channon’s Diaries (1938-1943) was published in autumn and at over a thousand pages took over my free moments for most of October and November. Simon Heffer’s
editorial hand remains sure. My favourite: on 12 August 1940
Channon noted that he was suffering constipation “due to
grouse eaten twice yesterday”. The footnote reads, “And clearly
shot out of season”. Runners’ up: Six Mile Bottom “a renowned
partridge shoot in south Cambridgeshire”: “dishonestly inferred” has the footnote, “He means implied”.
*
Three deaths this year, apart from that of the Duke of Edinburgh, stood out for me. Bernard Haitink died in October,
aged 92. He was the least flamboyant and most unassuming of
conductors. Minimal, modest gestures unleashed wonderful
sounds and musical insights. Symphonies by Mahler and
Bruckner were revelatory and compelling. He gave a luminous
performance of Bruckner’s 4th, a problematic work, with the
LSO for his 90th birthday which, rightly, was cheered to the
rafters.
*
About forty years ago, Bishop Alec Graham preached the best
sermon I have heard. Among many fine sermons I have heard
since, this remains most vividly in the memory. Based on
Grünewald’s Crucifixion, it was a masterly discourse on the
Passion. That it ended with him standing in a sea of discarded
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sheets of paper on the pulpit floor oddly added to its intellectual and emotional impact. Reserved, reticent, academic, single he was all a modern bishop is not. He died in May, aged 91.
*
Fr John Jay Hughes was an American Episcopalian priest who
converted to Rome. Of impeccable pedigree: father and grandfather were priests; direct descendant of first Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, he was the author of Absolutely Null and
Utterly Void: The Papal Condemnation of Anglican Orders 1890.
With scholarly clarity, he detailed the machinations, dissembling, and sleight of hand of Canon Moyes and Bishop Gasquet, with Cardinal Merry del Val pulling the strings, that
resulted in the Papal Bull. Pope Benedict remarked that what
Pope Leo said cannot be unsaid but in the court of history, the
verdict has been reversed. The book allowed Fr Hughes to be
the first Anglican ordained conditionally. He died in June after
a distinguished pastoral and authorial ministry in St Louis diocese. Requiem aeternam dona eis domine.
Grantchester is one on the more improbable detective series.
The local vicar (said to be be based on Robert Runcie, sometime Archbishop of Canterbury: the series is based on books
by his son) accompanies the police detective on every case and
is present at police interviews. It may be set in the 1950s and
things were done differently then, but not that different. He
is a rather low churchman (surplice, scarf, and hood) but that
is no excuse for him to officiate at a baptism in surplice and
hood (MA Cantab) with the scarf replaced by a stole.
*
That reminded me of an occasion at Durham Cathedral some
thirty years ago when I attended an ordination. With a holy
trinity of northern saints, Cuthbert, Bede, and Oswald, its
Norman pillars and sacred solidity make it my favourite cathedral. However, by no stretch of the imagination could it then
have been accused of Anglo-Catholic tendencies. That was a
time when you could search in vain for the Reserved Sacrament. Even Canon Arthur Couratin (sometime Principal of
St Stephen’s House) had only limited effect. The memory of
that service was a tidal wave of clergy in surplices, scarves and
academic hoods processing down the nave to sit in choir.
Among the throng I spotted one priest wearing a cotta and
stole, carrying a biretta, worn when seated in choir. It seemed
a singular protest against the sartorial vulgarity of the clergy
at such a great sacrament as ordination to Holy Orders.
*
If circumstances allow, enjoy a Holy and Happy Christmas.
Readers may be aware of the excellent lectionary resource produced
by Simon Kershaw in a number of formats for adding to Microsoft
Outlook, Apple Calendar, iPhone or iPad, Google Calendar and
other calendar applications. It includes Collects, readings, liturgical
colours and additional information. Customizable and available
for free, although the compiler appreciates a donation. Visit almanac.oremus.org to find out more and download. ND

views, reviews and previews
art
Poussin and the dance
National Gaery, London
until 2nd January, 2022
Anthony Blunt – traitor, spy and art
historian – had a reputation for great intelligence and a certain coldness. He was
the twentieth century’s foremost expert
on Nicolas Poussin (1594-1655), an
artist often characterised as highly intelligent but with a certain academic coldness.
Which is unfair. Poussin is an inspirational artist. Proust reckoned there was
something of Poussin in Turner. There
was also something of Poussin in
Delacroix, Cézanne, Degas, Matisse,
Braque, Seurat, Léger and Picasso. Indeed, there is genuine passion in Poussin.
The main head in Picasso’s ‘Guernica,’
one of the greatest twentieth century reactions to war, is derived from a screaming mother in Poussin’s ‘Massacre of the
Innocents’ of 1627-8 (Louvre). Nearer
home, the National Gallery’s ‘Landscape
with a man killed by a snake’ (1648)
combines classicism with real horror
(and was copied by Turner). Indeed,
Poussin was a genuinely varied artist –
see the rarely shown erotica in the main
galleries.
But it is true that Poussin doesn’t have
the love of paint to be found in Rembrandt or Velásquez or Titian. He was
an orderly painter, never a loose painter.
The control in Poussin’s work drew inspiration from the Italian Renaissance.
In his early career he was a devoted follower of Raphael. And his weeping
cherubs, as in the Munich ‘Lamentation
over the dead Christ,’ (1628) look back
to Donatello and Giotto. Still, over the
course of his career Poussin’s faces become more impassive. This was not because Poussin was a Claude or a Turner
who couldn’t paint faces – his late two
self-portraits make that clear – but he
needed the pared down, often expressionless faces of (some) classic sculpture
because of the complexity of his paint-

ing. There is often so much going on in
his pictures that to have added in the
characterisation of a Raphael or a Titian
(another painter he copied and learnt
from) would have been sensory overload.
The ‘so much going on’ in his work is
one of the problems for a contemporary
audience. Poussin’s subjects are usually
taken from classical myth or history, and
from the teaching of the Church in the
Bible and in the sacraments. His work
often alludes to or copies famous works
of the Classical world and of the Renaissance. He explores how modal theories
of dance and music can be reflected in
paint and how a sober palette might
should be used for high-minded subjects.
That was a rarefied culture in
Poussin’s own day and is even more so
today. But this exhibition’s curators believe Poussin is ‘worth it,’ and they have
designed this show to help us find a way
into Poussin’s work. The chosen way is
the dancing figures in some of Poussin’s
early/middle works. The exhibition relates them to works Poussin was inspired
by; friezes of dancers on two kraters (notably the Borghese from the Louvre) and
the Borghese Dancers (both the original
relief and the seventeenth century
copy). There are splendid examples of
the drawings and wax figurines which
Poussin made as a stage between studying classic models and placing those
models in his frieze-like paintings. The

drawings and figurines were placed by
Poussin on a toy stage on which he
moved them so as to manipulate individual figures into a coherent whole,
maintaining both the sense of movement and the development of story
without creating a mess.
Some of these figurines in the show
have been given draperies which help us
see why by spending so much effort on
the placing of his models Poussin rarely
needed to rework his pictures. They also
draw attention to the bright, saturated
colours which over time more and more
characterised his paintings.
These colours are Poussin’s trademark. There is little evidence for them
in classical times and their use is bolder
than that of most of his forebears and
contemporaries. Colour is a key feature
of the rhythms in his painting, and along
with the flat planes and balanced forms
help keep the pictures together while
maintaining the flow of movement.
And so successful were the results of
Poussin’s method that Matisse borrowed
from them for his ‘La Danse’. The best
paintings in the Gallery’s show – ‘The
Adoration of the Golden Calf,’ (1633/4)
‘Bacchanalian revel before a term’
(1632/3) and the ‘Dance to the Music of
Time’ (1632/40) – point in their freshness and the play of their composition to
Matisse’s great work. Go and see them
for a very special experience.
Owen Higgs
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books
a histoRY oF the chuRch oF
ouR Most hoLY RedeeMeR
cLeRKenWeLL
Nicholas Ridde
Shakeeare Editorial 2021 £12.99
(+p&p) ISBN 97818383041
www.holyredeemerclerkenwell.com/
book
This handsome volume is a credit to all
who produced it and, ludicrously underpriced, is a bargain. The Italian Renaissance basilica and the cosmopolitan café
culture of Exmouth Market offers more
than a hint of a Roman piazza, and the
religion in the church would please Pio
Nono, if not Pope Francis. Preachers,
however, beware. Especially if, like me,
you are unfit and suffer from vertigo.
Ascending the stairs breathless, emerging into the pulpit almost within touching distance of the ceiling, seeing only
the tops of the heads below through a
haze of incense smoke, and speaking in
an acoustic where words return to you
several seconds after uttering the oratorical gems, was disconcerting and dizzying. Descending the stairs wearing
vari-focal spectacles was no joy either.
There was a price to pay for such high
privilege.
Parish histories follow a similar trajectory: some parishes are born AngloCatholic, some achieve Anglo
Catholicism, some have Anglo-Catholicism thrust upon them. Described by
John Betjeman as “fully catholic and
never been anything else”, Holy Redeemer is Anglo-Catholic from its nativity; although one crass episcopal
appointment in 1986 caused some temporary dilution of the tradition. If that
appointment proved unsatisfactory to
some, other incumbents proved stalwart
in the Catholic faith. Fr Ernest Dawson
(the “Red Vicar between 1920 and
1931), sparky, rebarbative, socialist,
iconoclastic, energetic, witty, wins the
laurel and warms the heart with his observation about “those dreadful rulers of
our Church” and their “wicked proposals
for reunion with heretics and schismatics which cut at Catholic order and the

apostolic ministry”; and his comment
that the “Catholic religion … ought to be
light amid the darkness, and brightness
amid the drabness”.
The notable strength of this fine book
is its assured command of a large number of sources from the literary to the sociological and statistical which underpin
its narrative. Clerkenwell was known for
its industry, in its early days watch and
clock manufacture, and for its slums.
Various housing schemes and developments over a century provided only
temporary improvements before overcrowding and social disadvantage resurfaced. Although the descriptions of
inadequate housing stock, whether it be
once elegant terrace houses becoming
multi-occupied flats or overcrowded
tenements are not unfamiliar from similar publications. When presented with
such clarity as here, they still retain their
capacity to shock.
The social conditions in Clerkenwell,
the societal and demographic changes;
migration to the suburbs, immigration;
industrial and commercial developments; the effects of national policies
and local government initiatives (often
mitigated by the law of unintended consequences), are all recounted with an assured clarity by a combination of data
and anecdotal evidence. All is buttressed
by maps and illustrations embedded in
the text rather than plates. It is one of
the rare examples where photographs
integrated in the text are not grainy and
dark but are here of fine quality.
St Philip’s Church in Granville Square
was the precursor of Holy Redeemer in
Exmouth Market. St Philip’s was not as
architecturally striking as, what was
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originally, its daughter church, and is
now demolished: institutional matricide.
Although the church is gone, its history
has been sympathetically recorded here.
Holy Redeemer is an architectural
masterpiece and illustrates that Gothic
is not the only architectural style to express the beauty of holiness. It has, however, needed much care, attention and
repair over the years. Worship and liturgical provision, for which it was built, are
nimbly negotiated from Prayer Book Revision to Common Worship. Biographies
of the succession of Vicar’s are vivid and
judicious in their verdicts. The Sisters of
Bethany undertook a great deal of valued pastoral work for most of the
church’s history and they figure prominently in the narrative. As do several
members of the laity; sometimes a neglected element in such histories. Controversies over ritual and rites, the Church
of South India, Methodist Reunion, and
the most divisive and intractable, the ordination of women are all dispassionately chronicled. Various half-baked
diocesan schemes to close or amalgamate parishes are related in measured
prose but without the same cool detachment. The formal union of Holy Redeemer and St Mark’s had folly written
all over it and, unsurprisingly, it had to
be dismantled. The procession of witless
proposals from those bureaucratically
minded or who had read a book on How
to Close Churches with as much ineptitude as possible seemed endless. The accounts have a grim humour about them.
There are no footnotes. Consequently
some quotations are unattributed. One
is from a pastoral assistant who is now a
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford but
he/she is unnamed. Canons of Christ
Church are not known for avoiding the
limelight. Potted histories, such as SSC,
Anglo-Catholic Congresses, and biographies, such as Aelred Carlyle, while accurate, can derail the narrative.
These reservations ought to be seen
in the perspective of a thoroughly researched and well-written book. From
the Countess of Huntingdon Connexion
in an evangelical rotunda to the Byzantine splendour of John Dando Sedding
and to its present status as a Forward in
Faith parish, Nicholas Riddell has admirably chronicled Holy Redeemer’s history, its triumphs and failures with

evident ardour and a pleasingly dry wit.
He is not afraid of criticism describing
one priest’s action as “uncharitable, unchristian and unworthy”. He also has an
eye for telling detail. The Vicarage, when
eventually built, had mahogany lavatory
seats for the clergy but cheaper wooden
ones for the servants.
William Davage

diving FoR PeaRLs
exploring the depths of prayer
with isaac the syrian
Andrew Mayes
Cistercian Publications 2021 £14.41
184pp ISBN 978 0879071639
‘Superficiality is the curse of our age…
The desperate need today is not for a
greater number of intelligent people, or
gifted people, but for deep people’. Andrew Mayes quotes Richard Foster from
over 30 years ago in presenting an aspiration for deeper living and praying
through engagement with seventh century Isaac the Syrian. ‘Diving for Pearls’
picks up on discovery of God and self,
drawing on the rediscovery of Isaac’s
writings in the Bodleian, Oxford and an
antiquarian bookshop in Teheran. With
his knowledge of Christian spirituality
and experience of the Middle East, Andrew Mayes writes with excitement
about this recent discovery. He opens up
Isaac as a timely spiritual guide, bringing
to us the depth and never fading newness of God in Christ and presents him
as an inspiration for the future-oriented
journey of faith.
It is a refreshing book, drawing on
Isaac’s maritime, nautical and underwater imagery. All is strongly yoked to
Christ’s parable of the ‘the kingdom of
heaven as like a merchant in search of
fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had
and bought it’ (Matthew 13:45). The
merchant becomes a diver as this rediscovered Syriac writer explores the spiritual life as less ascent to God and more
descent into his ‘everlasting arms’
(Deuteronomy 33:27). Mayes writes:
‘Ascent encourages us to think in terms
of hierarchy. The goal is achieving success, spiritual attainment. It also seems
to emphasize the place of human effort
in the spiritual quest and downplay the

role of the divine. The model of descent,
rather, leads us towards surrendering,
sinking into God, letting go, unlearning…This contrasts with ideas of ascendency and advancement – mastery,
conquest of mountains, and yes, prideful
achievement. The idea of the elevation
of the soul sounds like superiority. We
notice a contrast between gritted determination and exertion required in
climbing the mountain of prayer and a
gentle sinking into the ocean of grace, as
Isaac commends. Will we desire to sink
or strive? Cling on or let go?’
This inspirational resource complements the aspirations of Christian spiritual writers through the centuries to
‘look up to the Lord’ (Psalm 34:5) with
Isaac’s invitation to ‘let go and let God’
built around a vision of God of the
depths summoning us from and to our
own depth of soul. ‘As the scripture has
said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall
flow rivers of living water’ ( John 7:37).
Building on Christ’s teaching about, and
provision of, the Holy Spirit’s empowerment and leading, Andrew Mayes opens
up faith from Isaac as ‘taking the plunge’
in seeking the depth of God’s mercy, ‘like
the wideness of the sea’ (Faber) which
counters our narrowness as it warms our
hearts. The continual reference in the
book to the warm blue seas of the Middle East familiar to both Isaac and its author are an inviting image. ‘Isaac alerts
us to both the ever-present pull of this
world, with its lure of attachment and
the reality that the Holy Spirit is powerfully at work in our lives – we could say,
like a powerful life-giving Gulf Stream
drawing into its transformative flow our
turbulent waters… He speaks of wan-

dering in a sense of roaming playfully
and curiously and inquisitively, seeking
God amidst the cloudy waters of prayer:
‘For there is a good kind of wandering
and a bad kind of wandering. When you
are in prayer, do not seek to be entirely
free of mental wandering, which is impossible, but seek to wander following
something that is good’’.
‘Diving for Pearls’ is a valuable resource, especially for preachers and spiritual directors. It has questions and
prayer exercises for individuals or groups
at the end of every chapter. As Isaac
writes of the pearl of Jesus Christ forming within us: ‘Let us consider as oysters
the prayers upon which the intellect
alights, the contemplative insights, divine knowledge, wisdom, joy in spirit…
The primary pearl is Jesus Christ himself – a deeper appreciation of him’.
John Twisleton

and did those Feet
the story and character of the
english church ad 200-2020
Patrick Whitworth
Sacristy Press, pp. viii + 653, £40
ISBN 978-1-78959-151-4
This book aims to provide a single-volume history of the Church in (not just
of) England, set in its political, social and
cultural context, told as a story for the
general reader. Such a book is certainly
needed. Since the 1973 edition of Moorman’s History of the Church in England
historical scholarship has radically altered the picture. And there has been a
further half century of history, in which
this reviewer has seen the Church of
England move from a position of national influence that Archbishop Fisher’s
late nineteenth-century predecessors
would have recognized to one that is utterly marginal.
Patrick Whitworth brings to the task
academic learning, a deep understanding of theology, a wide frame of cultural
reference, an eye for the international
‘big picture’, and the ability to tell a story
in good, easily readable prose. His book
is furnished with maps, notes and an
index. But too often he fails to rise above
the one-sidedly Protestant perspective
on Anglican history and identity that he
presumably imbibed at Cranmer Hall,
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where he trained in the 1970s, and he
pays remarkably little attention to post1980 scholarship.
Things begin to go wrong in the first
paragraph. That in 2021 ‘The Church of
England is… not quite 500 years old’
would have surprised mediaeval Englishmen, who spoke of Ecclesia Anglicana
as ‘the Church of England’, and shocked
the English Reformers, who were at
pains to stress that theirs was not a new
church but the historic English Church
reformed. In the second paragraph it
gets worse: English Christianity, we read,
has three streams: ‘in chronological sequence: the Roman Catholic Church,
the Church of England and the Independent Churches’. Repeatedly the term
‘Roman Catholic’ is used anachronistically: it was coined, and made sense, only
after the Reformation blew the Western
Catholic Church apart and the Council
of Trent reshaped into a more tightlybound, reformed entity those parts that
remained loyal to Rome: mediaeval Englishmen were neither ‘Roman Catholics’
nor ‘Anglicans’.
Between the Synod of Whitby and
the late fourteenth century surprisingly
little ecclesiastical history is offered:
Whitworth is more interested in kings
and queens than in the mediaeval
Church. Later mediaeval English theology is examined in some detail, however
– albeit with a particular eye to the antecedents of Protestantism. And a chapter on ‘the practice of medieval religion’
is surprisingly positive, Eamon Duffy’s
The Stripping of the Altars having (exceptionally) made its mark. Whitworth is
clearly torn, decrying the mass as ‘a piece
of visual theatre with questionable theology’ but recognizing that ‘the ending of
visual symbols and community events’ at
the Reformation ‘drove a wedge between
church and ordinary working people’, offering a ‘word-centred faith’ to people
who ‘could not or did not read’.
For an evangelical, the Church is a
congregation of individual believers; for
a catholic, she is first and foremost a
structure that, despite all its imperfections as a human institution, is the
earthly manifestation of Christ’s body. In
the English Reformation the evangelical
sees only doctrinal change reflected in
liturgical change; the catholic also sees
continuity in episcopal ordinations and

even more importantly the structural
continuity as a body that this apostolic
succession signifies. It is therefore not
surprising that in this book the continuity of church structures and law is not
remarked upon. Yet it was this institutional continuity through a period of
doctrinal and liturgical upheavals that
made the English Reformation so different from that in most of Protestant Europe: a study that leaves it unmentioned
cannot explain ‘the character of the English Church’.
Very little is said about Anglican
high-churchmanship: the Oxford
Movement seems to come from
nowhere and lead nowhere. Attention to
the scholarship of the last four decades
would have produced a much more
rounded picture. From what Peter Lake
calls ‘the Anglican moment’ in the 1590s
a specific Anglican tradition, distinct
from that of Continental Protestantism,
developed. The Prayer Book became a
focus of popular loyalty ( Judith Maltby,
Prayer Book and People in Elizabethan and
Early Stuart England). Doctrinal and ecclesiological weighting shifted markedly
(Anthony Milton, Catholic and Reformed), and this was reflected ‘on the
ground’ in cathedrals and churches
(Kenneth Fincham and Nicholas Tyacke, Altars Restored).
Eighteenth century Anglicanism was
much stronger (and much more ‘high
church’) than is generally imagined (see
W. M. Jacob, Laypeople and Religion in the
Early Eighteenth Century, for example),
and the pre-Tractarian Church of England was run by high-churchmen (Peter
Nockles, The Oxford Movement in Context). Whitworth mentions none of this.
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For him, the Church of England in 1714
was ‘a hybrid church, having the inner
convictions of Protestantism, but some
of the outer ceremonies of Catholicism,
although its ritual was much reduced…
It was a church reinvented at the
Restoration to support the authority of
the monarchy…’
Tractarianism not only gave rise to
Ritualism from 1860 but also strongly
influenced the successors of the old high
churchmen. By the 1920s what John
Maiden (in National Religion and the
Prayer Book Controversy, 1927-1928) calls
a ‘centre-high consensus’, occupying the
space between Conservative Evangelicalism and Rome-orientated ‘Western
Catholicism’, liturgically and ecclesiologically catholic yet influenced doctrinally
by liberal Anglicanism, was dominant
(and arguably remained so until the
1960s). Whitworth’s summary, that by
1920 the Church of England was ‘divided into three streams: the Tractarian
or High Church, which prized the sacraments…; the Evangelical, which placed
scripture first; and the Liberal, which
placed reason foremost’ is hopelessly
simplistic.
This readable re-telling of our nation’s story with special reference to the
history and antecedents of Protestantism will certainly appeal to some.
However, the need for a balanced onevolume account of English church history, based on the latest scholarship,
introducing the general reader to the
breadth of the Anglican tradition, explaining its distinctiveness, and giving
due weight to post-Reformation Roman
Catholicism, the Protestant free
churches, and indeed the new churches
that developed from the later twentieth
century, remains.
Colin Podmore

ituality of the Book of Common Prayer
it is heart-warming to find its value, and
contribution to the wider catholic
church, as a means to holiness and a gift
of grace, being affirmed, and encouraged, in this way.
Michael Langrish

divine WoRshiP: daiLY oFFice
(coMMonWeaLth edition)
anglican use divine offices approved for the personal ordinariates in the catholic church
Catholic Truth Society, 2021 £45.00
ISBN 9781784696092
ISBN-101784696099
On Saturday 30th October, together
with Bishops John Hind and Nicholas
Reade, I was in the Ordinariate church
Our Lady of the Assumption and St
Gregory, Warwick Street, in London, for
the ordination as an RC priest of
Michael Nazir-Ali, formerly Bishop of
Rochester, and a friend for 50 years. It
was, for various reasons, a bittersweet
occasion for many of us there. Part of the
sweetness came from the genuine
warmth of welcome offered to the three
Church of England Bishops, and the
strong affirmation by the Cardinal of Dr
Nazir-Ali’s former ministry in the
Church of England as having been been
made fruitful by the same grace that
now gathered him into a wider Catholicism. There was also a recognition of
how the Prayer Book Office has been a
principle means of grace for Anglican
Christians since the break with Rome
and as such was to be received by the
wider church as part of the process of receptive communion.
And here we were witnessing that reception with our own eyes and ears. The
liturgy in use would have been very familiar to any Anglican Catholic brought
up in the Prayer Tradition (though less
so for those who have always opted for
the Roman Rite!). From the use of a familiar Anglican chant for the Angelus,
through hymns straight out of the English Hymnal, to the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster coping with the
“thees” and “thous” of the ordination collect, rather hesitantly singing the – to us
very familiar – setting of the Sursum
Corda and leading the Prayer of Humble
Access.
In her reflection for the Church
Times, Angela Tilby wondered “what
Thomas Cranmer would have made of it
all: to find his liturgical work preserved by
the RC Church at a time when the Protestant English for whom he had laboured, and

the Monastic diuRnaL
the day hours of the Monastic
Breviary in Latin and english
Saint Michael’s Abbey Press
8th Edition, 2020
ISBN 9780907077718
hps://theabbeyshop.com/
even gave his life, had (with the honourable
exception of the Prayer Book Society) largely
abandoned it.”
At the end of the Ordination Mass,
the Bishops present, Anglican and RC,
were each presented with a copy of Divine Worship: Daily Office, a generous
and welcome gift indeed. It is beautifully
produced and for those who want a traditional language Office for Matins and
Evensong it is superb. I have so far had
to chance to only glance at it. It needs a
year’s use for a proper review. However,
a first instinct was that that in scope and
form this is the kind of Office book that
the revisions leading to the Common
Worship series could and should have
aimed for (an opportunity missed) in
that it is offered as an ‘all in one’ book
with everything needed for the recitation of the daily offices to be found in
one place.
So, to the familiar forms of Morning
and Evening Prayer are added the Little
Hours of Prime, Terce, Sext, None and
Compline in the same style. This is welcome although the form of Compline
used feels heavy when following Evening
Prayer, a Cranmer in which Vespers and
Compline were combined The daily lessons are those of the Revised Church of
England Lectionary of 1922, and retain
their ‘Anglican’ feel through the use of
the RSV, rather than the ESV of modern
Roman texts. The book is also rich in
collects and other material supplementary to the BCP but in keeping with its
style, although it is pity that this not carried through with seasonal papers for
the little hours .
For any who have been nurtured in
the faith through the language and spir-

There are entire libraries of books about
spirituality, classified into various types
and traditions. Some are largely speculative, others are practical guides, and
some describe and seek to give an insight
into living traditions. This however is
not a book about spirituality, it is rather
a book of spirituality.
Because one can really only hope to
begin to understand (or rather, begin to
become acquainted with) a tradition of
spirituality by encounter. That means
living it – or even better, living alongside
those who already do so. Saint Benedict,
the father of Western Monasticism bequeathed to the Church an entire way of
life in his Rule. But whilst we can profitably read that rule and commentaries
upon it to gain an insight into the Benedictine life, we only get so close. Then we
must begin to pray.
And whilst the best way to become
acquainted with the spiritual way of life
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of Saint Benedict is to spend time living
with some Benedictines, this new eighth
edition of the Monastic Diurnal allows
the owner to experience some of that
central core: that is the Opus Dei, the
Work of God, which the Saint instructed his monks to prefer to all else.
The book is not the whole of what
monks and nuns living the Rule pray –
they also rise in the dark to sing the office of Vigils (Mattins). It contains, however, everything else. And yet, it is
astonishingly small, truly pocket sized.
The reason for this is partly the high
quality ultra-thin bible paper on which
it is printed, but also the relative simplicity of the Benedictine way of praying the
Psalms through the week.
For example, the Psalms for most of
the little hours of Terce, Sext and None
do not change throughout the week, and
Prime, Lauds and Vespers arrange everything else over the passage of a single
week (no four-week modern Roman or
seven-and-half-week Common Worship
psalter here). Of course, it is at that night
office of Vigils, not included here, that
most of the psalms are said. Another interesting technical detail is that nunc

dimittis is not said daily at Compline –
presumably demonstrating the antiquity
and particular monastic character of the
arrangements enshrined here.
Given the laxity now generally given
in the interpretation Canon C26 (Every
clerk in Holy Orders is under obligation, …
to say daily the Morning and Evening
Prayer, either privately or openly;) this office would surely satisfy; though it is of
course intended to be used with the
longer scriptural and patristic readings
of Vigils. The texts here are printed in
parallel Latin and English, and although
the English is not intended for liturgical
use, readers will find the texts and
hymns are quite familiar.
For somebody wishing to incorporate
some form of prayer into their daily life
with an eye to the spirituality of Saint
Benedict, this small volume would be
ideal. And if you find that your office
book is not really designed to be carried
around with you, and that whilst convenient to ‘do it off the phone’ you find
that it is just not the same (it isn’t), this
could be for you.
Guy Willis
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e Society of King Charles the Martyr
Feast of S. Charles KM,
Saturday 29 January 2022
Commemoration outside at the place of
martyrdom,
e Banqueting House, Whitehall
11 am
Solemn High Mass and Sermon
All Saints’ Church, Margaret Street
Noon
Preacher: e Revd. Toby Boutle
e Banqueting House is presently closed.
All sacred ministers are members of SSHW
www.skcm.org

Poem: the Darkling thrush
Thomas Hardy, 31 December, 1900.
I leant upon a coppice gate
When Frost was spectre-grey,
And Winter’s dregs made desolate
The weakening eye of day.
The tangled bine-stems scored the sky
Like strings of broken lyres,
And all mankind that haunted nigh
Had sought their household fires.
The land’s sharp features seemed to be
The Century’s corpse outleant,
His crypt the cloudy canopy,
The wind his death-lament.
The ancient pulse of germ and birth
Was shrunken hard and dry,
And every spirit upon earth
Seemed fervourless as I.
At once a voice arose among
The bleak twigs overhead
In a full-hearted evensong
Of joy illimited;
An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
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In blast-beruffled plume,
Had chosen thus to fling his soul
Upon the growing gloom.
So little cause for carolings
Of such ecstatic sound
Was written on terrestrial things
Afar or nigh around,
That I could think there trembled through
His happy good-night air
Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew
And I was unaware.
Possibly better known for his novels, Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)
had written poetry since his early 20s although his first volume was
not published until 1898, in part thanks to his commercial success
as a writer. He gave up novels for good when there was such an outcry over Jude the Obscure (194-5); apparently Bishop How of
Wakefield even burned a copy. Hardy then concentrated solely on
his poems, including an outpouring after the death in 1912 of his
first wife, Emma, despite their unhappy marriage. His taut rhymes
and sprung rhythms looked forward to the 20th century, moving
away from Victorian floridity, to find a new relationship with nature and creation. ND

PRison JouRnaL voL 1: the caRdinaL MaKes his aPPeaL
PRison JouRnaL, 2: the state
couRt ReJects the aPPeaL
George Cardinal Pe
Ignatius Press
(1: 2021, 978-1621644484;
2: 2021, 978-1621644507)
The facts are these. Convicted on the
11th December 2018 on five counts of
child sexual abuse, and sentenced the
following March to six years imprisonment, George Cardinal Pell served 404
days in solitary confinement before his
conviction was quashed in the High
Court of Australia on the 7th April 2020.
While he was in prison, Pell kept a diary
which was subsequently prepared for
publication in three volumes. The third
and final instalment is soon to be published; Volume I appeared in print early
in 2020.
Volume One of Cardinal Pell’s prison
diary will forever remain a Proustian
part of my experience of the first, great
and grim Lockdown of 2020. The first
entry in Pell’s journal is dated 27th February 2019, and the lockdown began
(you will recall) on the 23rd March 2020.
Quickly, I was reading the Journal in, as
it were, ‘real time,’ but a year after the
event. The liturgical season intensified
the sense of prison memoir on the one
hand and real-time lockdown on the
other: Lent, Holy Week and Easter.
Pell’s daily compositions move back
and forth from spiritual and theological
reflections, often rooted in the Breviary
readings of the day, to the progress of his
case from conviction to appeal (the first
unsuccessful) and the daily routines, trials and occasional blessings of prison life.
One of the features which makes the diaries compelling is Pell’s consistency; the
prose is equally direct, transparent,
guileless, whatever the subject matter,
whatever the challenges of the particular
day or moment. Not that there is no intensity of thought or feeling, for there is
plenty: but there is an equanimity, and
therefore a deep sense of trust in God
which is powerful, which is (in my judgement) a real example of heroic virtue expressed through fortitude.
Here is the end of the entry for

Shrove Tuesday 2019 (the day before engaged with Job, Sophocles and the problem of God’s love and human suffering):
‘Obtained a broom and swept my
small cell. The paint is still chipped
on the floor, there is no curtain, and
the open toilet is a bit more than a
metre from me as I write, but this is
home for the moment.’
And here is a longer description of the
prison quarters which are home, from
the entry for ten days later:
‘My cell is about 7 or 8 metres long,
more than 2 metres wide under the
opaque window where the bed is; a
good bed with a firm base, a not too
thick mattress, sheets, etc…a basin
with hold and cold water…and a
very strong shower recess with good
hot water…It is very cosy, with all
essential services to hand like a Chinese apartment of some underground Church members in
Shanghai that I visited.’
A good bed, a firm base, a strong shower,
very cosy: it is via this willingness to be
grateful for what is, an expression of
gratitude which is unforced and unselfconscious (expressed plainly, an AngloSaxon voice), as much is in the writing
which deals with biblical or spiritual
themes, that the depth of faith becomes
apparent.
Not all in the diaries, of course, is
about the minutiae of prison life, the furnishings in the cell, the exercise yard, or
the prison gymnasium; far from it. Pell’s
mind is capacious and his hinterland extensive. He reflects on history, literature
(he reads War and Peace in his cell) and
politics (not least UK politics, pro-Brexit

and dismissive of the ‘Remain’ parliament.) The state of global Christianity
in general, and Catholicism in Australia
(and the West) in particular, receives
much attention. Pell’s diagnosis and
strategy is in a sense simple: more
‘Gospel’ Catholicism, as he calls it; vigorous orthodoxy, confidently taught.
This comes as no surprise. But nor does
Pell simply repeat conservative slogans.
There is imaginative and critical engagement with Scripture and a willingness to
ask fundamental questions about life
and faith – there is humility in the face
of the mystery of God. It is refreshing to
be reminded that immersion in, and
obedience to, the Tradition is not the
same as fundamentalism and Biblical literalism.
The diaries will startle, and occasionally offend, and in the second half of Volume II the tone is often noticeably
sharper. ‘Trump…has slowed down the
anti-Christ in the US,’ (27th September
2019); students should be encouraged to
do lots of sport, in order to stop them
having time to listen to lies about climate
change. There is also a noticeable emphasis on Pell’s plight as one of vicarious
suffering; some will find this problematic, yet it seems to me undeniable that
in some sense Pell was being made to
bear the consequences of the failings –
perceived or real – of the Catholic
Church in the eyes of many, and their
fury with its institutions and its clergy.
In the end, it is the striking admixture of the material which makes these
diaries so compelling. An old man potters about tending a small bit of garden
and practising his ping-pong; then you
remember who this is, and where he is,
and why he is there. The religious content is always helpful, neither showy, nor
glib, nor banal. These books are a worthy
and lasting addition to the library of
spiritual autobiographies.
A final quotation with which to end.
Reflecting on the text, ‘When the Son of
Man comes, will he find any faith on
earth?’ Pell writes, ‘My efforts, such as
they are, were designed to help us plead
not guilty to that implied charge…And
we don’t know how the Son of Man will
react if and when he finds little faith, except that he will be merciful.’ Amen to
all of that.
+Jonathan Fulham
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henRY ‘chiPs’ channon:
the diaRies 1918-38
Edited by Simon Heﬀer
Hutchinson, 2021 £35 1024pp
ISBN 978-1-786-331181-6
henRY ‘chiPs’ channon:
the diaRies 1938-43
Edited by Simon Heﬀer
Hutchinson, 2021 £35 1097pp
ISBN 978-1-766-33182-3
Henry ‘Chips’ Channon was an American of substantial independent means,
naturalised in the United Kingdom,
married into the aristocracy and even
more wealth through the Guinness family, was elected to the House of Commons as a Conservative member for the
spousal family constituency of
Southend-on-Sea, and rose to the ranks
of a junior minister. He was Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the
Foreign Office R. A. (Rab) Butler.
In the roaring Twenties and subsequent Thirties, he was prominent in
High Society and its hectic social whirl.
His next-door neighbours in Belgravia
were the Duke and Duchess of Kent. His
closest friend (and more) was Prince
Paul of Yugoslavia. It was a heady round
of constant activity: luncheon, dinner
and supper parties, balls, receptions,
peppered with theatre and opera, and
house parties at weekends. Grand and titled ladies ‘groan under the weight of
their jewels’.
Volume 1 catalogues this extensive
social life, the licit and the louche. It
opens in 1918 with him serving as honorary US military attaché in Paris. At
one dinner he is seated between Marcel
Proust and Jean Cocteau; at another

party he is with Mrs Keppel and Talleyrand’s niece. In Volume 2 the next
war attenuates the hedonism somewhat
but not entirely. These diaries, and a
third volume to come, provide one of the
most vivid, well-written and compelling
portraits of any age and aspects of English life in almost forensic detail. He
brings the advantages of an outsider’s eye
that, despite his immersion in the society
and culture, maintains a degree of detachment.
A redacted and truncated edition of
the full manuscript, edited by Robert
Rhodes James, appeared in 1967, when
many of those who featured in the diary
were still alive and when deference, discretion and reticence had not entirely
disappeared from public life. Simon Heffer, and his accomplished team, to whom
he pays properly generous tribute, have
been exemplary. The critical apparatus,
the footnotes (with many lapidary gems
among them), the biographical detail
and the historical accuracy are beyond
praise. This is, therefore, a ‘publishing
event’. The first version had been heavily
edited (and sanitized) pre-Rhodes James
by what Heffer describes coyly as ‘Channon’s close companion Peter Coats’ –
that’s partner, in modern parlance. They
met in 1939 and when Channon died at
the age of 61 in 1958, Coats inherited
them. (The Wolfenden Report of 1957
led to the decriminalization of homosexuality ten years later.)
There is a paradox at the heart of the
Diaries. On virtually every significant
political event or crisis, in his assessment
of his contemporaries, he is unfailingly,
unerringly, on the wrong side of history.
He championed Edward VIII and Mrs
Simpson. He attended the Munich
Olympic Games in 1936 and was in
thrall to the Nazis and Hitler. He admired Goering and, inexplicably,
Ribbentrop, when he was Ambassador
to the Court of St James, who graced
Channon’s table. He was in the first rank
of appeasers. He would willingly have
betrayed Poland. He was convinced of
German victory, particularly during the
Blitz in which his house was hit and, it
would seem likely, would have collaborated in that event. Yet the diaries remain worth reading.
He is not an attractive individual. His
insouciant sense of entitlement, snob-
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bery, casual anti-Semitism, sympathy to
fascism were not uncommon, nor was
his sexually indiscriminate private life.
(The Foreword by his grandchildren
contains an ‘editorial integrity’ trigger
warning.) Yet, compared with some of
whom he writes, he is, mutatis mutandis,
a continent knight in shining armour.
His wife was a promiscuous nightmare.
His oleaginous younger friend, the insipid journalist Godfrey Winn, was a
sponger, to take but two examples
among many. Even when Channon is
potentially at his most sympathetic in
his love for his son, Paul, the “Dauphin”,
it is too often expressed in nauseatingly
extravagant terms that hover on the unhealthy; and, after the boy’s evacuation
to Canada and the USA, he disappears
from the diary for months on end.
His great political hero was Neville
Chamberlain whom he referred to as
“God”. A mere smile, en passant, from
him was enough to throw Channon into
paroxysms of teenage ecstasy. Chamberlain could do no wrong. His deification
of Chamberlain was matched by his demonisation of Winston Churchill about
whom he is never more than minatory.
Churchill can do nothing right in Channon’s eyes. Even the speeches that have
survived the test of time left Channon
unmoved, and a few were unrecorded by
him. King George VI and Queen Elizabeth fare little better, so beguiled was
Channon by the Duke of Windsor. He
was right, however, to discern qualities
in Field Marshal Wavell that eluded
Churchill.
There is no point in reading these diaries if you are offended by privilege and
currently unacceptable social, cultural
and political opinions, that causes the
present generation to swoon or spit internet venom. Channon was a man of

his time, class, social background and
cultural milieu. Like many of us he broke
conventions when that served his self interest, not least in his sexual proclivities.
However, as the portrait of an age, of a
ruling élite, of a society and of a people,
these diaries are important evidence and
are aids to navigate the past which is a
foreign country of which we can know

something.
Although often wrong, his perspective is worth having. He sees strengths in
his friends and weaknesses in his enemies. His judgements are often sharp but
rarely vituperative. There is one notable
exception. He retained an especial
loathing for the Archbishop of Canterbury, Cosmo Gordon Lang, predomi-

Quentin Blake’s A Christmas Carol (Pavilion,
£12.99) is a delight to behold. Full-folio hardback, with a festive red and white cover, it reproduces the full Charles Dickens text with a
good number of illustrations by Blake in both
colour and black and white. The domestic
scenes and the depictions of Spirits are particularly good. It’s an ideal version to enthuse
children about the tale and one of those books you will want
to keep, hold onto, and re-find each year as the great day approaches.
A veritable Christmas Cracker comes in
the form of News of Great Joy: The Church
Times Christmas Collection (Canterbury
Press, £18.99/£15.99), a collection of features
from the annual Christmas double issue over
the last 20 years selected by Hugh HillyardParker. Here is Jane Williams on the Great O’s
of Advent, Andrew Davison on the Incarnation, Howard Tomlinson on the original Truro Nine Lessons
& Carols, poems, sketches, art, theology, history. Why is it
worth having? Preachers in search of a different angle this year,
or anyone wanting to look up an aspect of the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons, will find it invaluable. It’s a
thoughtful compendium of well-written pieces to enrich private study and public worship alike.
Judith Herrin’s Ravenna: Capital of
Empire, Crucible of Europe (Allen
Lane/Penguin, £12.99) won the Duff Cooper
prize and is a magisterial history of this pivotal
city for East and West, ancient and modern.
At a time when travel has been so restricted,
Herrin transports the reader to a different
time and place with imagination, originality
and flair – ‘that Holy City’ in the words of Oscar Wilde ‘where
Dante sleeps, where Byron loved to dwell’. It’s scholarly and
also rather wonderful on the church politics of the day.
Many of us have to sit on committees,
boards and bodies so John Tusa’s On Board:
The insider’s guide to surviving life in the
boardroom (Bloomsbury, £20 available online for £14) is a fascinating volume from the
former managing director of the BBC World
Service and the Barbican Arts Centre, who
also set up BBC World Television. More than
that, his portfolio has also included trustee stints at the National Portrait Gallery, the ENO, British Museum, Wigmore
Hall, University of the Arts and others; they are detailed in

nantly for his rôle in the abdication of
Edward VIII and, in particular, for
Lang’s ill-judged wireless address in its
aftermath. Channon rarely misses any
opportunity for slashing abuse. However, the description of Lang as an “hypocritical, sodomitical, old ecclesiastic”
may be, possibly, an adjective too far.
Thurifer

dedicated chapters, illustrating pitfalls, pratfalls and problems.
He makes the valuable point that though most of the organizations were arts sector, ‘there is no difference between governance on a corporate board and arts board’. Indeed, they are
perfectly complex in their own right and effective governance
requires much more than legal compliance; human psychology
can also play a major part. Tusa joined the NPG in 1988 when
the Reverend Professor Owen Chadwick was chairman.
Sometimes referred to as ‘saintly’, Chadwick was a subtle
and consummate politician. No one could write church history
without picking up some of the historical tricks of argument,
persuasion and manipulation. As a later colleague described
him: ‘He was a great cleric, an incredibly worldly cleric, who
managed in a holy way to do exactly what he wanted to do’.
Vignettes such as these and the author’s insightful style
make for very enjoyable reading.
SW

December 2021/January 2022 ■ newdirections ■ 33

soMerset toWers - 5
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ome Somerset church towers have particular distinguishing
features. The ‘long-panelled’ design of the belfry at Wells S
Cuthbert (1) is one such. John Harvey commented that its
design was doubtless influenced by the fashion of the W towers of
Wells Cathedral and attributed the basic design to William Wynford. Stones had been given for this tower by 1426, with gifts to
the tower fund known to have been made shortly afterwards. At
122’ high, it is the third highest parish church tower in Somerset.
This style of belfry window is found in a few other towers, such
as Evercreech (ND May 2012) and Batcombe (ND April 2010),
as well as Wrington (2).
The 134’ tower of Glastonbury S John (3) is another singular
effort, dating from the late 15th c., at 157’ 9” second in height only
to Taunton S Mary Magdalene (ND Dec 2019). It features pinnacled steps both above the first set-off of buttresses and also at
bell-stage level. Its impressive crown may possibly leave it a little
top-heavy.
Bibliography: John H. Harvey, ‘The Parish Church Towers of
Somerset’, Transactions of the Ancient Monuments Society, 1984,
pp. 158–173. ND

3

2
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the coming of the Mysterious Magi
John Gayford journeys in heart and mind with the wise men

T

he journey of the Magi was long, arduous, and dangerous. Why did they come? Was it a pursuit of intellectual curiosity based upon very unusual
astronomic observation; or was it also heavily imbued with
prophecy, hope and the promise of faith? First we have to consider if the visit of the Magi (recorded only in St. Matthew’s
Gospel) was historical fact, fiction or a mixture?
Some biblical scholars see the visit of the Magi as a credible
truth. Even when evaluating a construct from Old Testament
sources they are of the opinion that this was a real event
handed on by family members and others (who were primary
witnesses). It was recorded later by Matthew who used Old
Testament support as secondary yet prophecy to the real event.
Claims are made that the story of the Visit of the Magi is a
type of Christian Midrash or homiletic of Biblical texts as used
by Jewish rabbis from the beginning of the 3rd century. The
aim was to discuss a sacred text in a reverent way deeper than
the literal meaning, as in a “spiritual sense”. The purpose was
to make the significance clear to a contemporary generation.
In doing so new stories were crafted, making the story of the
Magi into a type of parable. Matthew accepted the visit of the
Magi from primary and secondary sources as creditable truth,
and then searched the Old Testament for past similarities like
the Balaam story (Numbers 22 and 24).
The term Magi (Latin Magis as used in the Vulgate Bible)
is often translated in contemporary versions as “wise men”, “astrologers” or “sages”. They were Shaman, men in contact with
the spiritual world; ancient Medes, a priestly cast who specialised in interpretation of dreams. Philo of Alexandria the
Jewish philosopher (BC 20 to AD 50) described scientific and
charlatan magi. There is no evidence that they were kings. Tertullian of Carthage (c.155-c. 240) calls them fere reges (“almost
kings”) but by 6th century the tradition of calling them kings
was established using Psalm 71:
10, and Isaiah (60:3) to imply
this. Even though they are not
specifically called Gentile they
were certainly not Jews. There
is no reference in the text that
they were three in number even
if they brought three gifts. It
was Origen of Alexandria (c.
184-c. 253) who introduced
this numerical concept. In Syrian tradition there are 12 Magi
all with names.
The Magi brought gifts
which since the time of Irenaeus (c. 130-c. 202) had traditional symbolism; gold for
royalty, frankincense for divinity and myrrh for his death.
These were luxury items for a

king. Later these became: gold for virtue, incense for prayer
and myrrh for suffering. St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)
gives a more earthly interpretation of the value of their gifts
in that the gold relieved the Holy Family’s poverty, incense relieved the stench of the stable and myrrh cured the worms
caught by living in a stable inhabited by animals.
Modern astronomy looks back to demonstrate appearance
of a bright light caused by juxtaposition of three heavenly bodies, guiding the Magi’s visit to the infant Christ. We are reminded that an angel guided the Israelites through desert to
the Promised Land. The Magi prostrated themselves in adoration of the infant Messiah. They see Jesus not just as king of
the Jews but king of the whole universe. A number of Church
Fathers marvelled over the faith of the Magi, who through
human eyes see only an ordinary child in Bethlehem but by
faith see so much more. They fall down and worship God in
human ﬂesh and offer him gifts of gold for his kingship, frankincense for his divinity, and myrrh for his humanity. In the
Gospel account the Magi are nameless strangers. The names
of Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar were introduced in Excerpta
Latina Barbari of the 5th century. In the Middle Ages in legend,
they became saints after conversion to Christianity by Thomas
the Apostle, and became venerated. Their relics were taken to
Milan from Constantinople in the 5th century and in 1162 to
Germany and are enshrined in Cologne Cathedral. A strong
case can be made for the Magi being Zoroastrians also known
as Mazdean, a priestly cast. They had a dualistic religion traced
back to 5th century BC originating from what is now Iran.
Zoroastrianism has influenced many religions including Judaism of the second temple period. They still exist in certain
parts of the world especially in parts of central Asia. They believe in one universal, uncreated deity but have many complicated and various theologies with sacred texts and legends of
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their own. Water and fire are agents of ritual purity and are
associated with their ceremonies. Some have priests of their
own with prayer often made in the presence of some form of
fire. The Magi were a tribe of the Medes who set up a sect of
their own. Many Zoroastrians have a reputation for wisdom
and have through history had their own shrines and temples.
The word Epiphany comes from the Greek ‘manifestation’
or ‘day of appearance’ and is a feast older than the Western
Church’s feast of the Nativity of our Blessed Lord, both of
which replaced pagan feasts. Other manifestations of God
were also celebrated in addition to the Incarnation. The Eastern Churches, in their celebration of the Epiphany include the
visit of the Magi (St. Matthew 2), the baptism of Jesus (St
Matthew 3), the wedding at Cana (St. John. 2), and the feeding
of the 5000 (Matthew 14). Why the adoration of the Magi became the predominant theme for Western celebration of the
Epiphany on the 6th January is not totally clear. The Armenian
Church celebrates the feast of the Theophany when the Nativity and all the above are celebrated together. The Magi were
ideal subjects for liturgical drama, starting in the 5th century
with a tableau in the context of the Mass (possibly at the offertory). Later it spread to the mystery plays of 11th century
England, as in mystery plays of Chester and York, performed
by guilds especially the goldsmiths. The texts that survive are
in old English with parts for Rex I, Rex II and Rex III. A modern version of these plays is the nativity play performed by
school children prior to Christmas. In this The Magi have a
part to play. Mothers, grand-mothers et al. have often produced splendid costumes for three boys who rush onto the set,
dump their gifts and run. Oh for more dignity, slower drama
and acting skills in adoration. In some countries the drama is
carried into the streets with the “song of the star” in which children dressed as Magi go from door to door led by a star bearer
begging for gifts.
Why did the Magi visit King Herod? The Magi were not
citizens of Judea and owed King Herod no allegiance, but paid
due respect and sought information in a strange country. The
relationship between Herod and the Jewish scholars was not
good, in fact rather cold and distant. If Herod received information that Bethlehem was the Magi’s intended destination,
being only a short distance from Jerusalem, why did he not
give the Magi an escort there, or more likely direct some under
his command to follow them?
The inscription of door posts goes back to the escape of the
Israelites from Egypt as recorded in the Book of Exodus. Now
there is a form of blessing of chalk and suggested prayers that
can be used by the family as the door is inscribed. This is seen
as a declaration of faith and a welcome to the house.
The Magi captured artists’ imagination early on in church
history as seen in the Roman catacombs of the 2nd century
where they are depicted travelling in Persian clothes well before they were ‘made into’ kings. By the 3rd century, mosaics
appear of Nativity scenes combined with the Magi coming to
worship the infant Christ. By the 9th century the tradition had
arisen that the Magi represented three different races and ages.
They do not become kings until the 10th century. In the 12th
century the Virgin Mary became enthroned with the infant
Christ, while Magi knelt and bowed as they presented their
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gifts in adoration. Illuminated manuscripts of the 14th.century
show the Magi surrounding both text and chant for the Feast
of the Epiphany in Missals and Antiphonals. Nineteenth century artists like James Tissot show the Magi on horses leading
their entourage, who follow with camels and baggage. Edward
Burne-Jones was fond of the Magi and depicted them in tapestry and painting, now commonly appearing on Christmas
cards. The Magi with camels silhouetted across a hilltop, perhaps with the Star of Bethlehem overhead to guide them, has
become popular on Christmas cards as an alternative to the
nativity scene. Matthew’s sublime story of the adoration of the
Magi has through history been better understood by poets and
artists than modern Biblical scholars. T.S Eliot’s poem The
Journey of the Magi gives us words that must have come into
many minds as they struggle through inclement weather in
rural areas to attend Mass on the feast of the Epiphany : “A
cold coming we had of it, just the worst time of the year for a journey
and such a long journey: the ways deep and the weather sharp, the
very dead of winter”.

Luxury items for a king: gold for virtue,
incense for prayer and myrrh for suffering
St. Matthew appears noticeably impressed by the account
he heard of the visitation of the Magi. They were a non-Jewish
group of sincere seekers of God’s anointed (the Christ) in that
they were prepared to travel dangerously far from their homeland in the East. Their journey of faith was inspired and
guided by available information and revelations that may seem
strange to us. They came bearing the traditional gifts for a
king, and saw divinity in the child in the manger at Bethlehem.
Matthew realised the value and inspiration that this would
give to his small Jewish-Christian congregation, trying to welcome and absorb Gentiles into their increasingly diverse community. It would seem Matthew saw this as God greeting
those of previously strange beliefs and helping their inclusion
into the Church, just as the Magi needed help to find the God
they sought in Bethlehem. In some ways they were the forerunners of Karl Rahner’s “Anonymous Christian”. In his
Gospel, Matthew then leads his readers on, to witness the
ministry of Jesus as a proof of his divinity.
It is hard to believe that the Magi, having travelled for
weeks or months in difficult circumstances, just dropped in
for a short chat and to deliver their goods. More likely it seems
that they wanted (as much as language would allow) to discuss
their feelings and seek further information for their venture
and journey of faith. Matthew was conveying to his followers
that this is was their community’s mission. Some of Matthew’s
followers had come from a background of Jewish faith that
went back generations, changing practice over time. Now he
asks them (and perhaps us) to embrace others who had come
from a different strange background with the invitation to advance in faith together. The Magi went back to their own land
by a different way: symbolic of them being profoundly
changed, and a challenge to us to be changed after our
Epiphany experience. ND

touching place
aLL saiNts, friskNey, LiNcs

A

s my car rolled up beside Friskney church that afternoon last July, it
had been a dispiriting day. Church after church had been locked, over
a year after the original COVID-19 closures. But Friskney was as
welcoming as before, forty years since my previous visit, with doors wide open.
From the outside, the church all looks Perpendicular; closer examination
reveals a church of all the ages. The base of the tower is Norman, though the
upper parts are 13th, then 15th century. The chancel and nave, including the
clerestory, are substantially Perp., with a late mediaeval tie beam nave roof.
The interior furnishings are uncommonly varied. Up in the chancel are notable 15th c. sedilia, not perhaps in their original form, and the Jacobean-style
pulpit, complete with its original sounding-board, bears the date 1659 – not
perhaps the time that you would have expected. At the back of the seating
stands what looks like a sentry box, a
graveside shelter (known in East Anglia as a ‘hudd’, aka hood), designed to
protect a Georgian parson officiating
at funerals from inclement weather.
The twentieth century produced
significant contributions. A remarkable hanging rood group (1975) in
front of the 15th century screen, by
Frank Roper and George Pace, will
stay in the memory. Several large
paintings that hang from the walls of
the nave, most strikingly that of the
Epiphany, were executed between
1914 and 1924 by a Slade-trained
vicar’s wife, Mrs May Cheales (18731964, née Claypon). But this remarkable lady was not just a talented artist.
Bishop Edward King conducted her
marriage to John Pacey Cheales, the
Vicar of Friskney, whereupon she turned the Vicarage into a hotbed of activity.
May Cheales organised visiting the sick people of the parish and took food to
the poor; she founded and organised Scout, Guide, Cub and Brownie groups.
She lived to the age of 92, by now wheelchair-bound. As December 1964 came
in, she remarked to a visitor ‘I shall be home for Christmas’; on Sunday December 15th she went to Holy Communion in the morning and then Evening
Prayer as usual, before going to sleep for the last time.
Map Reference: TF 461554
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good
and sufficient discharge to my Executor.

or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of
Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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parish directory
Bath Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BexhiLL on sea St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am. Further details of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website:
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BirMiNGhaM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BishoP auckLaND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid and S.Hilda. Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction (First Sunday of the Month) 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon
7pm, Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm.
Messy Church every third Saturday 11.30am, Parish Priest: Canon
Robert McTeer SSC 01388 604152. www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
BLackPooL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk
BostoN LiNcoLNshire St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday Sung
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Feasts, Solemnities, Oﬃces, Benediction and Confessions as displayed on noticeboards. Parish priest:
Fr John Underhill 01205 362734
www.skirbeckstnicholas.com

BourNeMouth St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Solemn Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Solemn Evensong with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at
5.30pm and the Rosary on Wednesdays at 5.00pm before
Evening Prayer. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569;
Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com
BourNeMouth St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne,
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Contact: Dean
Quinton, Churchwarden 01425 672601
deanquinton@hotmail.com

BoWBurN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A
parish of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Durham City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung
Mass and Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri
6.30pm; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
BraDforD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
centre). Society Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Tuesday: Mass 18.00.
Wednesday: Mass 19.30. English Missal. Saturday: 18.30 Vigil
Mass. For all other services and information please contact the
Parish Priest, Fr Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com

Churchwarden. 07733 111 800 phil@holynativity.org.uk
www.holynativity.org.uk

BroMLey St George's Church, Bickley Sunday 10.30am
Sung Mass, Wednesday 9.30am Mass, Friday 9.30am Mass, Saturday 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Parish in interregnum currently.
Contact Len Brown 01689 827257. Website:

eastBourNe St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Said
Mass 9.00am Solemn Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass & Oﬃce. For
details and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01323
722317 www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
eLLaND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA A Parish of the Society under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditionalists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am. Mass Tuesday & Friday
9.30am. Other Times from Fr David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184
David.burrows@leeds.anglican.org
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9987/

foLkestoNe Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Solemn Mass: Sunday at 10.30 am. Benediction with Exposition:
www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
1st Sunday of month at 6 pm. Weekday Masses: daily at 12 noon.
BurGh-Le-Marsh Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24 Thursday: 11 am coﬀee/tea prior to Mass.Contact The Parish Priest
5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough. 01303 680 441 http://stpetersfolk.church
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
e-mail: church@stpetersfolk.church
time) On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
GriMsBy
St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday
Church
by
Sir
Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
very welcome. Church open daily from 9.00am- 5.00pm. Rector: Bishop of Richborough. Sundays: Parish Mass 10am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (Third Sunday). Contact teleCanon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh.
phone number 07941894822
PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email:
fatherterrysteele@gmail.com
haLifax St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the
carDiff near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
Bishop of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass; Occasional
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am; Choral Evensong. www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk
hartLePooL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
charD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episco- Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Oﬃces and Confessions as dispal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, played. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme Buttery SSC 01 429 273201
Miss Alison Cruickshank 01460 68779
heMeL heMPsteaD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com
Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
chesterfieLD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday: Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Sunday: Sung Parish Mass 10.30am, Low Mass: Wednesday Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and cere10.30am, S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, Der- monial sung to Merbecke. Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442
byshire, S42 5DB Sunday: Parish Mass 9am, Thursday: Low Mass 243258 e-mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk
7.15pm, Contact: Fr. Geoﬀrey Borrowdale SSC 01246 232486
frgeoﬀrey@ stpaulshasland.com www.stpaulshasland.com kiNGstoN-upon-thaMes St Luke’s, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday services: 8am Low Mass
choPWeLL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN A Society (English Missal), 10.30am Sung Mass (Western Rite), 5pm EvenParish. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce & Mass as dissong. Weekday services Tuesday to Friday 9am Mass. For further
played. Parish Priest: Rev Tom Brazier: 07799 217775
information phone Fr. Martin Hislop (Parish Oﬃce 020 8974
greensidevicar@solo.net
8079). Web page: www.stlukeskingston.uk
coLchester St.Barnabas Church, Abbot's Road, Old Heath,
(Society/ FiF). Sunday Mass 10am (Sung). Monday 6pm, Tuesday
10am, Thursday 7pm, Holy Days 7.00pm. Check website for other
daily services
www.stbarnabaschurcholdheath. wordpress.com

Vicar Father Richard Tillbrook, SSC. 01206 797481
fathercap@hotmail.com

DerBy St Anne's. Sunday Sung Mass 1115. For directions
and details of weekday Masses and Choral Evensongs with
Benediction - see A Church Near You website. Fr Giles Orton SSC
07768 827101
DeviZes St.Peter's, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire. Society
of St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays
10.30am Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days - times
vary. Contact: Duty volunteer Tel: 0785269628
stpetersdevizes@outlook.com
www.achurchnearyou.com/9679

DoNcaster St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (followed by coﬀee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758

BriGhtoN WaGNer GrouP The Annunciation
(11am) Fr.Anthony Murley 01273 681341. St Barthlomew’s
(11am) Parish Oﬃce 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
fatherahoward@gmail.com
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Fr.Robert
Norbury 01 273 727362. St Paul’s (11am) 01 273 727362.
DoNcaster Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
(Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)
(DN12 1AX) with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
BristoL ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5 Sundays 9.15am Edlington & 11.00am Hexthorpe. Normal
Weekday Masses: Tues Edlington 10am, Wed Hexthorpe
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes- 10.15am, Fri Edlington 7pm, Messy Church Edlington Monday 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda days during term time at 4.30pm. Other occasions see facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEdlington
01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org Philip Goodfellow,
and https://www.facebook.com/stjudeshexthorpe
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LiNcoLN All Saints, Monks Road. LN2 5JN. Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sundays- Sung
Mass 9.30am. Evening Prayer 6pm. Weekdays- Monday, Wednesday, Saturday 8.30am; Thursday 7pm (Eucharistic Adoration from
6.15pm); Friday 10am. Vicar: Fr Paul Noble SSC- 01522 524319
www.allsaints-monksroad.com Facebook- All Saints Church,
Monks Road
Loftus-iN-cLeveLaND St Leonard, Loftus & St
Helen, Carlin How, situated on the North Yorkshire Coast.
Sunday - Said Mass at Carlin How 9am and Family Mass at Loftus
10.30am. Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047. Email:
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com Further details on our website:
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/loftusparish

LoNDoN ec3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames Street
(nearestTube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refreshments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. [Midweek mass
subject to change] Visitors very welcome. Website:
www.stmtm@org.uk

rector@stmtm.org.uk

LoNDoN e1W St Peter’s, London Docks , Wapping Lane.
Nearest station is Wapping (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. A
registered parish of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda.
Sunday Masses: 9.15am (said) and 10.30am (Sung). Contact: Fr
Jonathan Beswick SSC 0207 481 2985. For daily mass and oﬃce
times please see website. www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
LoNDoN N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Weekdays: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple
Benediction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12
noon Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation
and other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583

LoNDoN NW3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead, NW3
2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Parish Mass
each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary David
Houlding SSC
LoNDoN NW9 St Andrew’s, Kingsbury (Wembley Park tube
station then 83 bus (direction Golders Green) toTudor Gardens. ) A Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham . Sunday: Sung Mass 10.30am, Thursday: Mass 10.00am – both
followed by refreshments. Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LoNDoN se11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place. Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
10am. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020 7820 8050
frpaulensor@btconnect.com

LoNDoN se13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon
10am, Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Parish Priest:
Fr.Michael Bailey - 0208 3294 8373 www.sswsml.com
LoNDoN se18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung
11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat
10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before
every Mass apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
LoNDoN sW1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. Choral Evensong (termtime) 6pm. Mass
7.30pm. Wednesday: School mass (termtime) 9.15am; Choral
Evensong (termtime) 5.30pm. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed
6.30pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabrielspimlico.com
LoNDoN sW7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed
7pm, Thur 12.30pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9.30am. Holy Hour: every Friday 5pm. Fr.Philip Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418. Email:
saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk
www.saint-stephen.org.uk

North york Moors S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am. Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com
PLyMouth sacreD heart, st JohN the evaNGeList, With st Mary the virGiN. A Society Parish in
the See of Ebbsfleet St John, Sunday Mass 11am; St Mary,
Sunday Mass 9.30am. Email:
churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk
PortsMouth The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 6.30pm. St Saviour PO2 8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday
10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 6.30pm. Solemn Evensong
and Benediction (last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
PrestoN St George's, (PR1 2NP) - 'Preston's Hidden Gem'.
Aﬃliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass. For Daily Masses see
website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC (01772 755125 or
dacraven@hotmail.com) www.sgp.org.uk or
www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr preston
reaDiNG St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The
Society. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Offices (Mattins, Evensong & Compline) daily at 9am, 6pm and
9pm respectively) and Daily Mass (except Mondays, check website for times). Regular study groups, see our website. Parish
Priest Fr.David Harris 0118 957 2831.
www.sgilesreading.org.uk
reDDitch St.Peter's Church, Crabbs Cross, Littlewoods,
Redditch, B97 5NJ - Services: Sunday Sung Mass 10am, Thursday
Said Mass 10am. Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222

st.LeoNarD's-on-sea Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am, 9am, 10:30am and 11:30am. Contact:
Parish Oﬃce 01 424 447784
www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
saLisBury St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
LoNDoN sW11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and ring road. Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the care of the
tunnel. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Solemn Mass at 11am. Weekday
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am. For
Masses: Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 19.30; Saturday at
further information about the Daily Oﬃce, weekday mass and
11.30. Rosary: Saturday 11am. Active SOLW Cell which organises confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
pilgrimage, social & fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr Philip 01722503123. Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
Kennedy CMP. Contact: 020 7228 5340
scarBorouGh St Saviour with All Saints, Parish aﬃliascensionsw11@gmail.com
ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the Episopal
LoNDoN sW19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society Parish Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 9.15am with reUnder the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
freshments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction as anSolemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
nounced. Weekday masses: Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce 020 8542
times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
5514 or see
frdavidstmart@gmail.com
https://allsaintschurchsouthwimbledon.com/
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
LoNDoN Wc1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward seahaM: couNty DurhaM Parish of The Society in
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. S John, Seaham Harnoon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament bour SR7 7SA (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Seauntil 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Of- ham) Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School. 9.30am
fice on 020 7388 3588 or email:
Sung Mass All Saints (9am 1st Sun )10am Sung Mass S Mary’s
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
(1st Sun). 5pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction S. John’s (2nd
Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6pm & Thurs 12pm
LoWestoft St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
noon S John’s, Sat 10.30am S Mary’s. Confessions by arrangeunder the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a ments with Priests. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496, Fr
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper. Sung Mass on the first and Chris Collins 0191 5817186.
second Sundays of the month. Please contact 07828661970 for shreWsBury All Saints with St Michael, North Street
details and dates. wwwloundworship.co.uk
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
MaNchester The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury: episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA). allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish sNeiNtoN, NottiNGhaM St Stephen’s with St
Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175 email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com Matthias. Services Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am. ContemMiDDLesBrouGh The Church of St Columba Sunday: porary Worship Wednesday at 7pm. Rev John Blakeley Priest in
Mass 9.30am. St John the Evangelist Sunday Mass 11am. For Charge. Mobile 07368 697 292 Email john@ststephens.info
further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper 01642 824779

southaMPtoN, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you. Sunday Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Churchwarden 023 8067 1883
south shieLDs, St Michael and All Angels, South
Westoe, NE33 3PD. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Mass (BCP) 8am and Sung Mass
11am. Evensong and Benediction, first Sunday of the month,
5pm. Weekday Masses: Monday 9am, Tuesday 6pm and Thursday
11am (BCP). Contact Fr Mark Mawhinney SSC: 0191-454-8060
fathermarkmawhinney@gmail.com
sPeNNyMoor, co. DurhaM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass, Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
stoke-oN-treNt, LoNGtoN SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon. No
service, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am Parish Prayers online, Thur
11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions after any Mass by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 https://www.facbook.com/stmaryandstchads
suNDerLaND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Weekday Masses: Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
1pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 7pm and Saturday 9.30am.
Holy Rosary Monday 6pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by appointment. Parish Oﬃce; Thursdays 6.00-6.45pm. Contact: Vicar
Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485,
farvad@sky.com
suNDerLaND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass 10.30am Mon and Wed, 7.30pm Thurs,
7.30am Fri, 10.00am Sat. Rosary 7.15pm Thurs,6.15pm Sat. Confessions 6.30pm Sat, or by appointment. Parish Priest: Beresford
Skelton CMP SSC 0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
suttoN All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. For further information please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
sWiNDoN Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark’s; 11am S. Luke's.
Daily mass as advertised. Contact 01793 538220
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
tauNtoN Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy. Musical tradition. Sunday Services 8,10 & 6.30. Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar. See
website for full details of services and events holytrinitytaunton.org
tiPtoN, West Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am. During the vacancy, please check times on 'A Church Near You' or
contact Churchwardens: Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis
Darby 07958 371611
tiviDaLe, oldbury, West Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road. Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
Evening Mass 4pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
257888 frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
WaLsaLL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am Parish
Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish
Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583

Continued on next page
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yorkshire near skipton. Three rural churches which
make up The Society parish of the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
thorNtoN St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MartoN St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BrouGhtoN All Saints Mass at 5 pm. Rector Fr. Robert
Findlow. Services may vary therefore please refer to website
bmtparish.co.uk or contact Fr. Findlow on 01282-788621

fif, Diocese of caNterBury Society parishes Deal St
Andrew 01843 654 102 , Folkestone St Peter 01303 680 441, Harbledown St Michael 01227 479377, Maidstone St Michael 01622
721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 654102, Rough Common
St.Gabriel 01227 479377

522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205
362734; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029;
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All
Saints (Kirton) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205 362734; Non-petitioning
parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble - 01 522 524319
fif, Diocese of chester Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, Fr.Stephen Sheridan 01 244 399990; Congleton St fif, Diocese of MaNchesterBlackley Holy Trinity, SociWeDNesBury, West Bromwich St Francis of AsJames the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe ety, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644; Lower BroughtonThe Ascension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton
sisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
St Mark, Society Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
9.45am and 11.15am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am,
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Leal SSC 01270 215151;
Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644;
Wed and Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr Tom Davis - 0161 681 4541;
gem of a church beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Ken- Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr.Robert Eloﬀ - 01 942
673519; Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161
SSC: 0121 556 5823 Visit us at
rick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, vacant (con681 364; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman,
www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com
tact:Mr.Paul Nelson, Churchwarden 0151 6326623)
01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, Resolution
WeLLiNGBorouGh St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
fif, Diocese of coveNtryCoventry Centre: St John the
Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ Church, Soci(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
ety, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624
Oﬃce. For further information see our Website:
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr 4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991;
www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk
Andrew Coleman 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the Virgin
Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Roy(07866 094841).
ton St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; SalWest kirBy S. Andrew, Graham Road,Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
ford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Parish of the Society under the pastoral care of the Bishop of
fif, Diocese of DerBy Calow: St.Peter, In Interregnum,
Swinton and Pendlebury St.Peter, St.Augustine, All Saints ,SociBeverley. Sunday 10:30 AM Sung Mass. Evensong 6pm Third
contact: Sheila Cotton, 01 246 292538; Derby: St Anne, Parish
ety, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St AuSunday. Tuesday 10am Low Mass. Traditional Church of England Priest Fr.Giles Orton SSC 01168 827101 frgilesorton@fastmail
gustine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Parish in the Diocese of Chester, visitors always warmly wel.fm ; St Bartholomew and St Luke: Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332
Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
comed.
342806; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James: Fr Geof- Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12709/
frey Borrowdale 01246 232 486; Long Eaton St Laurence & Ilkeston
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewswestkirby/
Holy Trinity Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 0115
fif, Diocese of PortsMouthFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
WestoN super Mare All Saints with St Saviour, All 9464060 fatherdlm@icloud.com; Staveley St John Baptist with
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco- Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor vacant; Good Shepherd, Lake, and
01 246 498603
St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, vacant; Portsmouth: The Ascenpal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
sion, North End, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea
10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Tue and Thur).
Diocese of exeter FiF Recommended Parishes: AbbotHoly Spirit, Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St SavPriest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934 204217
sham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All iour, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711
fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934 415379
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
fif, Diocese of rochesterBeckenham St Michael, 11am
www.allsaintswsm.org
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
WeyMouth St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr.B.Rabjohns 01392 677150; Great Tor- 10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays: Morning
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, VacancyMass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
Prayer 9.15am, Sung Mass 10am (creche and Sunday school
Churchwarden - 01 805 623328; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacancy 10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
from 9.30am), Evensong and Benediction 5pm (BST) or 4pm
(GMT). For daily service times see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or 01566 784008; Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Fr.N.Debney 01 Gravesend, Perry Street, All Saints, Sung Mass 10am; Higham St
626 681259; Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St
John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass,
ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or
Boniface Fr.N Knox - 01 803 551866; Plymouth St Peter and the 10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass;
stpweymouth@gmail.com
Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007; Plymouth Mission Com- all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 020 8311 6307
WiNchester Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
munity of Our Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Honicknowle, St
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; fif, Diocese of st aLBaNs Society Parishes Bedford St
10.30am. Weekday Masses: Thur 12 noon. Contact: Churchwar- Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission Community Parishes St John the Martin, Fr.Norwood 07886 276467; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Burden: John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: oﬃce@holytrinityEvangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, ton 020 8950 1424; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr.Brown
winches ter.co.uk
07867 494688; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
Mount Gould, Vacancy - Church answer-phone 01 752 664191;
583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)
Plymouth Discovery Mission Community, St Bartholomew, Deyork All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
vonport
&
St
Mark,
Ford
Fr.
R.
Silk
–
01752
562623;
Plymouth
St
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am [1st Sunday], Sung or High
fif, Diocese of st eDMuNDsBury and iPsWich
Mass 5.30pm, Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Feast Days are ob- Gabriel, Peverell Park Churchwarden 077528 51525; Torquay St
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
Martin,
Vacancy
01
803
327223;
Torquay
St
Marychurch
served on the Day. Visitors to this beautiful medieval church are
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
Fr.R.Carlton - 07554 496816; Torquay St John with Torre All
always welcome; the church is normally open during daylight
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45amSaints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754
hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
WaLsiNGhaM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society Diocese of GuiLDforD, society ParishesAldershot St and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop Augustine, vacant, contact 07956 957980, Hawley Holy Trinity
fif, Diocese of sheffieLDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further
of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00 am Weekdays:
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
contact
details
and
details
of
all
activities,
events
etc
in
both
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk Contact: Fr
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
parishes, visit the church web sites
Harri Williams SSC, 01328 821316
Edlington St John the Baptist, vacant; Goldthorpe SS John and
www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
and www.parishofhawley.org.uk
vacant; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St
Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant;
LeeDs fif, WithiN the Diocese of West yorkshire
Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr. Morrison 01 709 582321;
aND the DaLes Belle Isle & Hunslet St John and St BarnMoorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 07530921952; New Bentley Ss Philip
abas, Sunday Mass 11am, Vicar: Fr.Chris Buckley CMP 07858
427796; Cross Green St Hilda, Sunday Mass 0930 Vicar: Fr.Darren and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr
Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft:
Percival SSC 07960 555609; Harehills St Wilfrid, vacant
St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss
fif, Diocese of LeicesterBlackfordby and Woodville
Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheﬃeld:
Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks,
St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr RyderFr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; St Mary de Castro, Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116
West 0114 2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles
240 2215; St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres
0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142
Monsell, Fr.Andrew Lee 07870 885705 Huncote, Fr.Andrew Lee
665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact
07870 885705; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
clergy for Mass times, etc)
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly
fif, Diocese of BirMiNGhaM Society Parishes King0116 240 2215
Diocese of truro - Bishop of Ebbsfleet's Representative
standing St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
Fr.C.Epps FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, vacant,
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha fif, Diocese of LiNcoLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
contact Miss B.A.Meade, 01 326 212865; TRURO: St. George, Con0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark & Saltley St Saviour*
Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
tact Fr. C. Epps – 01 872 278595
0121 328 9855
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
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Photo Gallery
Walsingham's 2021 family Pilgrimage took place from Monday 25th october to thursday 28 october and
was called 'angels of Light'.

the adoremus weekend of christian teaching, prayer and fellowship for students and young adults up to 35 years old
took place at the shrine over 23-25 November. (Photo credit - Graham howard)
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sacred ground and the sanctity of life
Bishop Martin Warner recaps on the recent Assisted Dying Bill debate in the House of Lords

I

felt constrained to begin my contribution to the debate
with a theological view, as we had been challenged to do.
It was simply this: in the Christian view, God does not
inflict evil on people. Indeed, the man God, Jesus Christ himself, sharing our life, experienced the evil and suffering of the
cross in order that we, in the darkest moments of death, might
find hope and the recovery of life in heaven. I believe that we
were treading on sacred ground in listening to personal stories
in the Lords, and did so with reverence.
Most of all, I wanted to speak about the wider context of
vulnerability and from the experience of the parishes where I
have served; for example, the sex workers in the back streets
of Plymouth, the largely black and Asian communities in
Leicester, and the bedsits and overcrowded flats of Hastings,
home to people with severe mental health issues and/or drug
dependency. At the point of facing terminal illness, such people would reveal overwhelmingly that they have no family, and
few friends or responsible partners to assist them through
reaching the point of final death. Indeed, in many cases, they
have had no experience of being given autonomy or power
over their lives; at the end of their lives, they are woefully ill
prepared for taking responsibility for their death.
The sanctity of life is central to Christian faith. It is also a
view held with honour and conviction by people of other
faiths. The Church’s sense of responsibility for all people stems
from this conviction—responsibility especially for the vulnerable when they face death too often alone, but, at the moment,
with the fundamental bulwark of protection in the law.
This was a point made powerfully by the former Bishop of
Oxford, Lord Harries, when he said:
The fundamental issue at heart is what the effect will be—particularly over many generations—of changing the law. Fundamental to our society now is respect for the individual worth
and dignity of every human individual. However, let us look
ahead to 2025, when there will be 1 million people suffering
from dementia, and to 2050, when 2 million people will be suffering from dementia, and a much lower birth rate will mean
fewer people to support them financially or look after them.
What kinds of questions will be in people’s minds then? If you
ask yourself which of the two evils is worse, to suffer from a debilitating illness or to lose mental capacity and the capacity to
reason, many of us would say that the second is worse. That
logic has been applied in Canada and we must think about
that because it is the way the world is going. In Canada in
2021, for example, a waiver of final consent permits people to
make a written arrangement with a physician or nurse for assisted dying at a future time should they lose their decisionmaking capacity; that is, if they have dementia. It is exactly
the same in Holland, and goes much further in Belgium where
fatigue has been added to the list of ailments, similarly if you
are young and claim extreme deep depression. The question is
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whether we really want to go down that route. At the moment,
we have a bulwark in place, and I think that that bulwark
should stay; I do not want us to go down that road.
Lord McColl expanded upon this:
Canada’s euthanasia legislation has resulted in 1,373 people
having euthanasia, with the reason for their untimely death
given that they were lonely. Is that the hallmark of a civilised
society? Some dismiss that as just a small crack in the dam, but
small cracks in a dam often result in the whole dam giving
way… We hear a lot about the right to commit suicide and autonomy, but let us be clear: the Bill is not about that. It is about
the right to tell someone else—a doctor or a dispensing pharmacist—to end a patient’s life. That is not about autonomy.
It turns us as doctors into takers of life, and that is not what
we were called to do. “Care” and “kill” are not interchangeable
words. The present law stands as a huge dam holding back
thousands of unintended consequences. We must ensure it is
kept in good repair.
Lord Herbert also observed:
This short Bill does not do a small thing. It introduces in our
law for the first time the idea that a patient’s life may be taken,
albeit with their consent. Life, in some circumstances, is no
longer to be protected by an inviolate principle, but rather by
administrative safeguards and term limits.
Many contributors to the debate raised significant doubts
about the level of trust in the capacity of the judiciary and the
medical profession to meet the extraordinary demands of disadvantaged communities when terminal illness and incapacity
face them. The call for urgent and sustained investment in palliative care would be a positive and worthy outcome to this
important debate on a Bill, whose humane intentions I respect
profoundly but which, I believe, would lead to unintended
consequences and which we should not let pass. ND
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The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161

H

ouses, garden, streets and
shops are ablaze with
light; artificial light, glaring, twinkling, creating a celebratory
atmosphere driving the dark away.
There is no artificial light, no on off
switch to drive away the dark of
death or despair or human frailty.
The Christmas hope is ‘ the light
shines in the darkness and the darkness has never overcome it’. From the
lighting of the first Advent Candle to
the passing on of light at Candlemass
this period of the church’s year seeks
and meditates, is thankful for and
celebrates the Christ who is both
Light and Life. Staying in the Light is
the whole purpose of the practice of
Christian prayer and worship.
At our Baptism we are commissioned to ‘shine as a Light in the
world to the glory of God the Father.’
The prayer of deliverance at Holy
Baptism prays that we may be ‘delivered from the powers of darkness
and be led in the light and obedience
of Christ.’ This short phrase distils
the wisdom and experience of Christian discipleship: being a Christian
means living in the reality of darkness in ‘Light and Obedience of
Christ.’ Christ is the Light: to be in
the Light to is to be in relationship
with Him. Christ in His love and
grace will give us light, this is both a
corporate and an individual gift. This
light is an inner light that need not
always be felt or experienced. To
present ourselves to Christ dwelling
in the Sacrament of the Altar is to
come into His Light: it is simple matter of placing ourselves in His pres-

ence. The same is true of deliberately
placing ourselves in the Lord’s presence in silence: trusting in his presence and brought into relationship
with Him by our desire for His transforming and healing Light. We are
mistaken if we believe ‘ nothing is
going on.’ Being with Christ in this
way does always bring illumination;
not a sudden light bulb moment, but
a gradual dawning of understanding
and changes in the heart.
Scripture is full of Light – it is as
the Psalmist sings a ‘lamp to your
feet’ and ‘in your light we shall see
light.’ Anyone endeavouring to live a
Christian life that does not engage
with Scripture is keeping themselves
in the dark. There are so many ways
to switch on this Light. Reading
schemes abound, and there are wonderful resources on the Internet – including ways to listen. Ask someone
who should know. If you have given
up trying start again; if you are in a
rut with your present practice make
a change. These Words ‘Truth and
they are Life’.
We also dwell in the Light when
we are in fellowship with other
Christians, not only in worship, but
also in study and prayer. In sharing
our journey with others we give and
exchange Light. There is a huge difference between one person holding
a candle in the dark and ten. May the
‘Dayspring from on high’, the Infant
who is the Light of the World, the
Star the Magi followed and the ‘Light
to Lighten the Gentiles’ guide us all
to the city of Eternal Light. ND
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individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
UK: £30
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55

classifieds
car suPPLiers – Priory autoMotive Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)
* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£22.50 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£45 for 2 months
£45 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 386684
email silver43mike@gmail.com
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eDeNhaM reGioNaL house retreat ceNtre
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. Individuals and small groups welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms for day visits,
disabled facilities, self-catering flat. Contact
Fr. Edward Martin SSC, ERH Church Lane
Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS. 01 778 591358.
edenhamoﬃce@ gmail.com
Web: www.edenhamregionalhouse.org

