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FORWARD IN FAITH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 14 NOVEMBER 2015 

HOW WE FLOURISHED IN THE 2015 GENERAL SYNOD ELECTIONS 

Address by Mrs Anne Gray, National Elections Officer, 2014-15 
 

Before starting I would like to thank those members of the Catholic Group – both those who 
have been re-elected and those who have retired – for achieving what they did for us. 
 
I would like to say a lot of ‘thank you’s: 

1. for listening last year! 

2. to all who hosted or attended meetings around the country. 

3. to all of you who encouraged candidates to stand in the General Synod elections and then 
supported them in so many different ways. 

4. to all those who stood as candidates on behalf of all of us. There was only one diocese 
where we had none at all. 

5. to all who tried so hard but weren’t elected; there are quite a few of you here today and 
your contribution is truly valued. The elections were richer for your presence. 

6. to all the electors who voted for our candidates. 

7. to those candidates who were elected (or re-elected) who are now preparing to serve on 
General Synod for the next 5 years. A few of them are here today and I’ve asked them to 
stand at the front. Let’s give them a round of applause. 

 
In a moment I’ll ask them to introduce themselves. Some of them are known to all of you; you 
may know the names or faces of others but you can’t quite match them. Then there are some 
who you won’t have a clue about. I must admit that when I took on this role just over a year ago 
I was in the same boat. It’s all too easy to view membership of the General Synod as something 
far removed from the lives of the rest of us who aren’t on it. But it shouldn’t be ‘them’ and ‘us’; 
they are our representatives. 
 
The great news is that in the new General Synod the Catholic Group will be even larger and 
stronger than it was at the end of the last session in all three Houses of Bishops, Clergy and 
Laity. Half of the members have never been members of the General Synod before and they 
bring a wide range of experiences, qualifications and interests and quite a number of them are 
under 40 years old. Please continue to pray for them. 
 
These people may be our representatives…. But most importantly, hardly any of them would 
have been elected without votes from many people who wouldn’t term themselves catholic in 
any shape or form. That is one of the most exciting outcomes of this election. 
So why did so many electors vote for them? 
 
Of course they are part of the C of E as much as anyone else but in my view there are two main 
reasons: 

1. Without compromising their integrity they showed they were more than willing to 
flourish within its life and structures and not become segregated into an increasingly 
isolated ghetto.  
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2. the election addresses they wrote were positive, God-centred and mature. They showed 
they weren’t content to confine themselves to one narrow issue but wrote variously and 
passionately about the urgent need for mission, evangelism and vocations, the high value 
of education and family life, the sacredness of life of both the unborn and the elderly and 
the importance of work amongst the downtrodden and homeless – all of which struck a 
chord with many who would consider themselves to be ‘mainstream’ Anglicans. In other 
words, they showed they were worth voting for. 

 
What about the future? I would like to say that, having travelled a fair bit around the country, I 
have experienced positive shoots of new life springing up all over our constituency as well as the 
comfort of long-established communities. We shouldn’t be surprised; we always tried to ensure 
that this campaign was grounded in prayer and our roots go back a long way. Let’s hope and 
pray that the networks built up during this time continue to develop and that we can all look 
forward in faith to an ever-deepening communion with God and each other as a basis for our 
mission to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 
 
So before handing over I would like to echo St Paul’s words to the Christians in Corinth: 

‘Let us thank God for giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Never give in 
then, my dear brothers, never admit defeat; keep on working at the Lord’s work always, 
knowing that, in the Lord, you cannot be labouring in vain.’ [1 Cor 15 57-58] 

 


