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Ruth and I come from parishes in the Diocese of Canterbury – a diocese where being Anglo-

Catholic is, to put it simply, a considerable challenge. The slightest weakness or error is used 

to undermine churchwardens and PCCs. The House of Bishops’ Declaration holds little sway. 

The Diocese is now down to 7 Resolution parishes – and some of those are under threat.  

 

Now whilst we could both tell you tales to make your blood boil, that is not why we are here 

today. No doubt many of you are sitting smug and thinking that this could not happen in your 

diocese. However, be warned. All it takes is an unwelcome change to your Father- or Mother-

in-Law and the climate could change rapidly. Every parish should therefore always be 

prepared. 

 

I wonder how many in Forward in Faith have yet grasped the simple fact that the catholicity 

of a Parish is no longer down entirely to a priest, nor to any bishop?  

 

The security of a Resolution rests entirely on the PCC, and the burden lies heaviest on the 

churchwardens. If the churchwardens buckle, the PCC and Resolution usually follow.  

 

The times of greatest vulnerability are when changing churchwardens or during an 

interregnum, especially if either is perceived as an opportunity to change the nature of a 

parish.  

 

The publication of the Forward in Faith guide to Vacancies in Society Parishes is therefore 

both timely and welcome. Anne Gray and Fr Benfield will speak about that this afternoon.  

 

However, the task of churchwardens also goes beyond legal process. If our parishes are going 

to survive, simply maintaining the Resolution is not enough. At each interregnum we have to 

show that the appointment of a priest can be justified and paid for. Our two parishes have 

done that. In each case the laity have taken their destiny into their own hands and moved 

things, we hope, in a positive direction.  


