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FORWARD IN FAITH 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 2019 

 

Item7: Communications 

 

Fr Robert Hart (Communications Officer of The Society) 

 

Speaking in 2011, Bishop Richard Chartres said, ‘The “church porch” is now websites.’  

With further developments in how we use the internet, we might say that the church porch is 

now its website, its Facebook page, its twitter feed etc. If this is true of a parish community, 

which will usually have its own physical building, how much more true is it true of an 

ecclesial body which is dispersed across the nation? 

 

In this very short presentation I'd like to outline some of the things that I do as the Society 

Communications Officer and Forward in Faith Web Adviser in the field of media and 

communications.   

 

Forward in Faith/The Society websites 

 

Both the Forward in Faith and The Society websites continue to be vital and well used 

resources. Of course, the Forward in Faith website includes information about this 

organisation and indeed within a couple of weeks’ time will even include all the audios, texts 

and photographs from this very National Assembly day.  It also serves as a repository for 

New Directions, where both the pdf and the searchable text files for back issues are available.   

 

The Society website contains information about our catholic bishops, about their 

representatives in each of the dioceses, and about each of the parishes of Society. Information 

about the latter is available in two formats: first a listing in of each parish according to 

diocese, but then also an interactive map showing every Society parish in the country. I 

suspect for the vast majority of people this is the most useful page. In effect it’s today’s 

equivalent of Fr Blagdon-Gamlen’s Church Travellers Directory – an essential guide for all 

Anglo-Catholic travellers. From the map it’s possible to quickly find travel directions, as well 

as a link to a parish’s website, where they have one, and a link to their entry on A Church 

Near You (about which Fr Adam will say a little more shortly). 

 

Facebook Pages and Group  

 

In the realm of social media, we have popular Facebook pages for both Forward in Faith and 

The Society. We also have a Facebook group which serves as a forum for all who look to The 

Society. Over the years we’ve built the pages up, so that the Forward in Faith page now has 

over 1,500 likes and the Society page has over 1,700 likes. In turn this means that perhaps 

5,000 people might see popular postings. These statistics are comparable to, if not better than, 

many Church of England dioceses, which nearly always have full-time staff working in such 

areas. Nevertheless, those figures represent a very small fraction of the Total Average 

Weekday Attendance across parishes of The Society. Members of Forward in Faith who use 

Facebook themselves could vastly improve these statistics. Certainly, they could ensure that 

they like both Forward in Faith’ Facebook page and The Society’s Facebook page. However, 

many more people will see our postings if we share them both individually and via our parish 

Facebook pages. Further positive interactions with our postings will ensure they reach even 

further. Of course, Forward in Faith is not a business, but we are in the business of promoting 
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catholic truth and helping people to be brought to Christ: our interactions on Facebook can 

help! 

 

Communication is as much about listening as is it is about speaking, so as Communications 

Officer I also try, as best as any one individual can, to monitor what is being said about The 

Society and Forward in Faith and feed back to the Director as necessary. 

 

Church of England Communications Team (and Diocesan Communications Teams) 

 

This year, both Forward in Faith and The Society have signed up to the Church of England’s 

Digital Charter.  This is a voluntary pledge that encourages individual Christians as well as 

churches to sign to help make social media and the web more widely positive places for 

conversations to happen.   

 

This is just one example of something which has been going on – often much more behind 

the scenes. For we have also been gradually building up a good working relationship between 

ourselves and members of the Church of England Communications Team and to a lesser 

degree Diocesan Communications Teams. These professional relationships have been 

mutually beneficial and have meant that Society parishes are literally not written out of the 

picture and are visually included in representations of what the Church of England is. They 

also demonstrate that we’re seeking to live with the highest degree of communion that is 

possible with the rest of the Church of England, as required by the fifth of the Five Guiding 

Principles and the third and fourth chapters of our bishops’ communion statement. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Thank you, Forward in Faith, for supporting and funding this work.  Without that funding this 

essential work for The Society would not have been possible.   

 


