parish directory

Evensong 6pm. Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon.
Contact Father David Adlington or Father David Goodburn SSC tel: 01303 254472 www.stpeterschurchfolkestone. org.uk
e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Sunday: Mass at 8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am.
Further details: Father Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
07736 711360

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Secure Parking. Contact Churchwarden on 07854 147412
BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church, Forward in Faith, ABC. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday
Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary
Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon Robert McTeer SSC 01388
604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore ABC, Forward in Faith, SSWSH Parish. Vicar: Canon
Andrew Sage SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass
(Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy
access and loop. Tel: 01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk
BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck
Boston’s oldest Parish Church. Forward in Faith Parish under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday. Low Mass
8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, oﬃces,
benediction and confessions as displayed on notice boards.
Rector: Fr Paul Noble SSC 01205 362734
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
A Forward in Faith Parish, Resolutions ABC in place. Sunday:
8am Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial,
6pm Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evensong with
Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569;
Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com

Services see website. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295 6411. Parish
website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
CARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
St Dyfrig and St Samson, Pentre Gardens Sunday: Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Graham Francis 02920 487777.
Associate Priest: Fr David Morris 029 2221 2177
CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Resolutions ABC
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(3rd Sunday only) 6pm. Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed
6.30pm (with Healing and Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the
month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ Williams 01460 419527
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
Mass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm.
Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Friday 12
noon, Sat 8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur:
Mass 7.15pm. Fr Malcolm Ainscough SSC 01246 232486

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, Forward in Faith,
ABC. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and Sunday School; Weekday
Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Evening Prayer and Benediction
5.30pm last Saturday of month; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley
SSC 01388 814817
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
centre). Sunday services: Low Mass 8.30am, Solemn Mass
10.45am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday Masses
8am (except Monday 7pm, Wednesday 7.30pm and Thursday
9.15am). Parish Priest: Canon Ralph Crowe SSC 01274 543957.
Resolutions ABC. English Missal/BCP www.st.chads.
dial.pipex.com

BRIDPORT St Swithun Resolutions ABC. Sunday: Low
Mass 8am; Sung Mass 9.30am, Evening Prayer and Benediction
usually on second Sunday 6pm. Weekday Masses: Thur 10am.
Enquiries should be made to the Churchwarden. Tel 01308
425375.
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(11am) Fr Michael Wells 01273 681431. St Barthlomew’s
(11am) Fr. David Clues 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Parish
Oﬃce 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am) Parish Oﬃce 01 273
822284. (Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)
BRISTOL Christ Church, Broad Street, Old City Centre BS1 2EJ
Resolutions ABC. Sunday 11am Choral Eucharist, 6.30pm Choral
Evensong with Anthem and Sermon. Georgian gem, Prayer
Book services, robed men and boys’ choir, Renatus Harris organ.
Tues, Thurs and major holy days: 1.05pm Eucharist. Regular
recitals and concerts (see website). During Interregnum contact
Roger Metcalfe, Churchwarden on 01275 332851
www.christchurchcitybristol.org

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Fri 9.30am. For Weekday
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HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). ABC, FiF.
The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to Walsingham.
Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the
Shrine of OLW. Parish Priest: Fr Lockett SSC 01328 820030

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
Benediction 5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN Forward Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham.
in Faith Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce &
For further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce
Mass as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207
020 8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk
561248 p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
LEAMINGTON SPA St John the Baptist Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - all resolutions
passed. Daily Mass. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Parish Mass
9.30am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction (1st Sunday only)
3.30pm. Traditional Catholic Worship in a friendly atmosphere.
Parish Priest: Fr David Lawson SSC 01926 422208
www.fifparish.com/stjohnleamington

LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (FiF &
ABC) Sunday: Parish Mass 10am; Evensong and Benediction
6.30pm. Daily Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J L Pearson Church,
with modern catholic worship, good music and friendly
atmosphere. Parish Priest: Canon Christopher Cook SSC 0151 733
1742 www.stagnes.org.uk

BOURNEMOUTH St Francis of Assisi, Charminster Road
(corner of EastWay) A Forward in Faith Parish under the care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Low
Mass, Parish Mass 10am (Family Mass last Sunday of the
Month), Evening Service 6.30pm - first Sunday of each month.
stfrancis11@btinternet.com.
www.stfrancis-bournemouth. org.uk

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly.
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.30am, Benediction 6pm. Daily Mass,
Oﬃces and Confessions as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme
Buttery SSC 01429 273201

CHESTERFIELD - St Paul, Hasland
COLCHESTER St Barnabas Church, Abbott’s Road, Old
Heath, Colchester A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC .
Sunday: Mass 10am (Sung). Weekday Masses: Mon 6pm, Tues
10am, Thur 7pm, Holy Days 7.30pm. Check website for other
daily services www.stbarnabasoldheath. wordpress.com
Vicar: Fr Richard Tillbrook SSC 01206 797481
fathercap@hotmail.com

CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. FiF ABC.
Sunday: Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass 9.30am, High Mass
11.00am, Evensong & Benediction 3.30pm. Daily Mass Mon –
Fri 12.30pm, also Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. Fr Ian Brothwood
020 8686 9343
DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire FiF Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All
resolutions passed. Sunday: 8am BCP Low Mass; 10am Sung
Mass. Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On major festivals &
Saints' Days - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent Perricone 01380
501481
DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QP A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration.
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley – all
resolutions passed. Modern catholic worship with a friendly
atmosphere. Sunday: 8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass.
Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (followed by coﬀee morning). Friday:
8pm Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard
ssc. (01302) 285316. fatherahoward@gmail.com
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Forward in Faith Parish with
Resolution ABC. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am.
Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details and information from Fr Jeﬀery
Gunn 01323 722317 www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ ABC, A
Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass.

LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A Forward in Faith
parish in the Fulham Bishopric. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am
Solemn Mass Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Father T E Jones SSC 020
7481 2985 www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames
Street (nearestTube: Monument or Bank) Resolutions ABC. Mass:
Sunday 11am, refreshments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri
12.30. Visitors very welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr
Philip Warner rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
LONDON N1 Holy Trinity, Hoxton Sunday: 10am Parish
Mass and Sunday School. Midweek Services: contact Fr Andrew
Newcombe 020 7253 4796
LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A Forward
in Faith, Resolution A,B & C, modern catholic parish. Every
Sunday: Said Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with Junior
Church. Weekdays: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass.
Saturday Mass 10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at
rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583
LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Fif Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung Mass
10am; , Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by refreshments.
Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus to Church Lane Contact: Fr.Jason
Rendell on 020 8205 7447 or
standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place - 8 minutes walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations
(Northern line) ABC/FinF. Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass:
Mon to Fri 10am - Bible Study after Mass on Wed.
saintagneskenningtonpark. co.uk 020 7820 8050
frpaulensor@btconnect.com
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A place of succour
Lead
Story

Lindsay Urwin looks back at his six years as Administrator of the Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham

I

n the midst of all the other bits of paper and notes I have
tucked into my Bible, I have the testimony of a teenage
girl who visited the Shrine some years ago with her
school. I have quoted it oen and that reflects the impact it
has had upon me and on my thoughts about the purpose of
this place in the whole economy of the Church. ough she
describes herself as an atheist, of the votive candles and their
messages in the Holy House she writes:
‘In the chapel it became easy to understand the appeal and
necessity of prayer – of a divine power to guide and be light. en I
lit a candle myself because in such a safe and happy place as the
secluded and calm chapel I could believe that someone, somewhere,
could see it however sma both candle and sentiment were.’

stewarded but will never be owned in any possessive way. We
regularly have Roman Catholic groups staying here, and I am
happy to say members of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham for whom the Holy House remains as important
as it ever was to them. e truth is you never quite know who
is going to turn up! ere are the Tamils and the Indians from
Kerala in particular, and West African Catholics and the
twenty-somethings from France, and there are the Filipinos
on Palm Sunday. ese are oen the pilgrims who literally take
their shoes oﬀ for they have discovered this to be holy ground.
And then there are the Swedes! What a blessing it is to hear a
variety of languages spoken here, as it must have been before
the destruction.

‘Safe and happy’
Predecessors
It is her words ‘safe and happy’ that filled me with joy when I Administrators of Shrines come and go, and that’s how it
first read them.
should be. Each brings to life some aect of the charism of
I think too of a couple who visited recently, a priest and his Walsingham, and if what he does is found to be true to the
wife from a rural parish that they love, but where they are the charism, what is brought to life should abide and be honoured
only ‘traditionalists’. It is lonely and, for the sake of the unity by their successors. When I came to Walsingham I was already
of the parish, they have kept their counsel, as so many have for a pilgrim and Guardian and was very aware of the blessings
the same reason. To come here is to
brought to the Shrine through the
come somewhere ‘safe’ and renewing the Shrine is not just a place for ministries of my predecessors. If there
where, in this aect of their Christian
is an old adage that it is beer to follow
the
Church
of
England
or
for
understanding, they can be themselves.
a failure, I did not choose that beer
But I also think of another priest and
part!
So
the
extraordinary
Anglican traditionalists
his wife. He has been persevering for
development of the buildings during
quite some time in his parish and it has been by all accounts a Martin Warner’s time so improved the standard of hospitality
fruitful yet costly ministry. I don’t suppose much is fruitful we oﬀer to the pilgrim. e care and aention to detail in the
without cost. He has hit the buﬀers a bit. He is a supporter of refectory and all our buildings should mirror the care we oﬀer
the ordination of women as priests and bishops. For him too, at the altar. All should be beautiful. It is not simply about
there is no doubt that Walsingham is ‘safe and happy’, and I making a person’s stay more comfortable though that is not
thank God it is so.
unimportant, but it is a way of honouring all who come
through the archway, treating them as if they are beloved of
Generosity of spirit
Christ.
One of the gratifying and humbling things for the
All of this was further developed by Philip North. e
Administrator of the Shrine, and indeed the staﬀ here Welcome Centre was his brainchild as the work with young
generally, is how obvious it is that the folk, ordained and lay, people grew tremendously during his time, providing a sure
who come here find the very ‘succour’ which the medieval and strong foundation on which Fr Stephen Gallagher has
Pynson Ballad eaks of as Our Lady’s purpose and desire for built. How right in a place that recalls that it all began with a
this place. If ‘gin, lace and backbiting’ was once a legitimate teenage girl! It is crucial that we continue this work as part of
description of parts of the Catholic Movement in the past, and the whole oﬀering the Church makes in this area, not least
at times the Shrine too, I have experienced none of it and, because of our particular emphasis on sacramental encounter,
while I accept that sometimes when a bishop enters the room but more because of the relentless aempts of the Evil One to
the conversation stops, I really believe that there is a genuine draw them away. How great it was to welcome the current
atmosphere of calmness and generosity of spirit here. is is Archbishop of Canterbury to the youth pilgrimage two years
always to be hoped for among Christians but it is particularly ago. He came at his own request, having heard. He too took
his shoes oﬀ for the holy mile, and described the Shrine as ‘one
important in these days in the Church of England.
Of course the Shrine is not just a place for the Church of of the most important spiritual centres in northern Europe.’
Both my predecessors turned the Shrine outwards.
England or for Anglican traditionalists! To live here is to be
constantly reminded that Our Lady and her Shrine must be
4 ■ newdirections ■ June 2015

Healing ministries
Before I came I asked Fr Philip what he thought might be
important next. He spoke to me of the need to aend to the
regular pilgrimage experience, and we have tried to do that.
While it is a bit like trying to look at a bus when you are siing
on it, I dare to think that there is as much chance as there has
ever been of a pilgrim to Walsingham drawing near to Christ
through their stay here. As I write that, what an extraordinary
thought it is! I believe the renewed emphasis on the healing
ministries has changed the whole feel of the pilgrimage.
Certainly it has made Saturday evening more demanding, but
no one who has experienced it can doubt that the genuine
outpourings of needs brings forth an experience of the
compassion of Jesus as people make their way to the chapels
where the laying on of hands is oﬀered or come forward for
anointing. e Shrine Church becomes a ‘safe’ place for touch,
for saying how it is, for acts of piety and devotion, for tears.
e same is true on a Tuesday evening during the midweek
pilgrimage and during the Youth Pilgrimage too.

to bishops hangs on my study wall as both an encouragement
and a rebuke.
As I look back, my regrets include my failure to engage
enough with the leadership of Forward in Faith in earlier days.
Exalting a more irenic way, I was too critical of some of their
techniques and rhetoric. It meant for example an unhealthy
wedge between the Caister retreat movement and the Fan the
Flame renewal in the Nineties and first decade of the century
in which I was heavily involved and the more political
aivities of the Catholic movement. e Catholic bishops
were not united enough. Egos got in the way, mine included.
We would have been stronger together, been beer together.
We divided the loyalty. It is important to remember that
without that relentless fight by Forward in Faith,
traditionalists would not have what they have today. Irenicism
was not enough. I thank God that we are more united now,
but the Devil prowls around.

Stability and assurance
It has seemed important for Walsingham to be a place of
Sacrament of Confession
stability and assurance for traditional Catholics who have
is change has also meant that we can oﬀer the opportunity found it hard to call the Church of England home while still
for the sacrament of Confession within the context of the seeking to welcome all who come here. While holding fast to
the tradition of the undivided
healing ministry, and this has
served to ‘normalize’ it, if I can put
while holding fast to the tradition of Church, so important to the
reﬆorers of the Shrine, we have
it that way. Confession has always
the undivided Church, we have tried tried
to be as open and including
been important here, but I think it
to
be
as
open
and
including
as
we
can
as we can, and I hope that those
is probably true that this is all the
women clergy who come here
more so. To see folk waiting on the
benches in the side aisle, coming oen with hesitancy and for have found that to be so, though I acknowledge that this will
the first time, seems both wonderfully normal and be tempered by some measure of disappointment. ere will
tremendous. Sadly, I do not believe there are many places in of course be more issues for the Guardians to face as time goes
the CofE where there is a waiting queue for the confessional. by.
Every leader leaves things unfinished and there will be
And if I remember rightly, the longest queue, almost to the
back of the church was during the last retreat pilgrimage for plenty of challenges for my successor! But the real unfinished
priests and deacons. e revival of that annual pilgrimage in business is ecumenical. ere should be one Shrine.
February and the starting of Bible Weeks have filled me with
enormous satisfaion and thanksgiving. It is my conviction Wonderful opportunities
that the clergy need feeding and loving and to have times of I wish I had kept a diary. I think a published ‘year in the life of
deliverance from the management eak that seems more to the Administrator’ would be both amusing and deep, and give
depress than animate or renew the Church, and the Catholic Colin Stephenson’s tales a run for their money! I will not
Movement needs to grow in its expectancy of the Scriptures forget my sweating the first time I climbed a ladder wearing
as a place of divine encounter. It has been my hope that as the our heaviest cope as I struggled to crown the image in the Holy
community gathered in pilgrimage explores the Scriptures it House on Easter evening, and nor will I forget the woman I
truly engages in what Von Balthazar calls the ‘contemplative met in my first week here who just turned up not knowing
reading’ of the text, which he suggests is the only thing where else to go because her grandson had commied suicide
adequate to the glory of God in Jesus Christ. I pray both will that morning.
I have been given such wonderful opportunities over my
continue and grow.
years in ministry so far. e invitation from Eric Kemp to be
Catholic Movement
diocesan Missioner in Chicheﬆer and then Area Bishop of
I have been a bit involved in the encouragement of the Horsham both came by surprise to me, and in the case of the
Catholic Movement for over twenty years now though that laer, to a good number of people! He told me at my
has always been in the midst of serving the whole Church. I commissioning in what some regarded as a personal testimony,
must say that I have no more love (or less!) for Anglo- or as close as Eric got to such things, that as a bishop I would
Catholics than I do for Evangelicals or middle-of-the-road experience in leers and the things people say some terrible
folk, though I could never stand in the middle of the road things but there would be great joy too. He was correct on both
myself ! at has always seemed to me the most dangerous
place to stand. Augustine of Hippo’s ‘O to love them all’ advice
continued on page 35
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Sensing Salvation wisbech:
Arts-Enabled Evangelisation
Paul West on a project aimed at exploring the conversation between Christian mission and the visual arts

T

here is no greater joy than welcoming families into Archbishops’ Council and the Church Commissioners. We
the life of Christ, the perfect image of God. St Peter’s, were invited to explore the conversation between Christian
Wisbech, in the Diocese of
mission and the visual arts, in more
children
and
their
families
Ely, is the headquarters of an
ways than just filling Sunday morning
important catholic mission research
pews.
explore and receive the
project for the Church of England.
Christian faith through the joy Creative partnerships
Here, catholic restoration is the new
Wisbech is an ancient market town and
innovation, and traditionalism is no
of making things together
inland
seaport,
in
Northern
stale expression of being Church.
In May 2012, we were awarded a grant from the Cambridgeshire. While it is regularly dismissed as a hopeless
Developing Church Growth in Deprived Areas fund from the struggle-street of socio-economic deprivation, crime, and antiimmigration bluster, it is instead a wonderfully
multicultural town full of hope and signs of renewal.
Our funded project is called Sensing Salvation
Wisbech: Arts-Enabled Evangelisation. It is based in
St Peter’s Lodge – the former curate’s house and now
an international artist and theologian in residence
centre. We have established creative partnerships with
local businesses and schools, especially Elm Road
Primary School and Ramnoth Junior School. By
placing Jesus in plain sight and stepping inside his
Gospel, we seek to love people into his Church. The
project has many programmes such as: Artist and
Theologian in Residence; Network of International
Towns of Child-Saints; Storytelling Festivals;
Anglican/Roman Catholic Youth Arts Mission
Internship; International Triennale of Children’s
Religious Art; Provocative Billboards; and Son et
Lumière.

Spanish artist Michelangelo Arteaga’s sculpture residency in May encouraged
Wisbech children to meet Our Lady and consider the importance of our mothers
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Catholic imagination
Our way of making Christian disciples involves an
incarnational theology that values our restored image
in Christ, discovered through the catholic
imagination. We are traditional Anglo-Catholics
serious about winning souls for Jesus. As
traditionalists we respond to Jesus’ invitation to ‘come
and see.’ Our developing theological programme is
called Flourishing Orthodoxy.
The school children and their families experience St
Peter’s Lodge as a safe house to explore and receive the
Christian faith through the joy of making things
together. That creative process is very powerful –
amazing conversations take place in a sacred space
that sponsors a growth in confidence within a
supportive community. In a textiles residency last year,
a group of nine-year-old girls made memory quilts. As

continued on page 8

Leading us back to Paradise
George Westhaver reflects on Our Lady’s unique role in the work of salvation and in the renewal of creation

‘W

hy did the Lord first show His resurrection to
a woman and not to a man?’ This is not a
question driven by twenty-first-century
gender politics, but rather the great Syrian theologian, St
Ephrem, contemplating the place of the Mother of God in the
mystery of the Incarnation: ‘A mystery is here revealed to us
with regard to the Church and the Lord’s Mother. The Virgin
received the first beginning of His advent on earth, and to a
woman He himself showed His resurrection from the
sepulchre. Both at the beginning and at the end, it is His
mother’s name that is there and resounds… It was a Mary that
received Him on His coming into life, and a Mary who saw
also the angels at the sepulchre’.
Full of wonder
St Ephrem helps us to see why Eastertide is as much the season
of the Mother of God as Christmas and Epiphany. His praise
for the holy God-bearer is full of wonder as he searches for
language to describe the beauty and the joy of the Lady
Mother of God, most high above all the earth. In the Saviour’s
first beginning, he says, ‘Mary is made for us a heaven bearing
the divinity, which Christ, without leaving His Father’s glory,
shut up within the narrow limits of her womb… She is the
temple of the Son of God…that mystical new heaven, wherein
dwelt the King of kings as in His mansion’. She is the new Eden,
in which the tree of life is planted, the ladder of Jacob, whereby
God has descended to us.

speaks to Moses from the burning bush; the bush burns but is
not consumed. In stained glass and icon this scene is presented
as a type or foreshadowing of the Annunciation to the Blessed
Virgin Mary: just as the bush burned and was not consumed,
so Mary gave birth while remaining a virgin, neither was she
consumed by the divine fire. On the one hand, this type
pictures our Lady’s uniqueness – no other bears the fire of the
Godhead in this way. And yet, the fire which burns in Mary
is the fire of the divine life which burns in all who have been
co-interred and wrapt round in the life of the Risen Son. This
is the fire of the Holy Spirit which does not consume us, and
which yet is to burn up all that is mere earth, the stubble in
our lives, whatever does not lead us back to God.
The life which is born of the God-bearer must also be born
and grow in us. Lancelot Andrewes made this point with a
wonderful image, describing the fountain of baptism as
corresponding to the Virgin’s womb. The same life and
‘original’ which he took in the womb of the Virgin, the same
he placed for us in the womb of the Church, the font of
baptism.

Silence
I will conclude by considering how the Mother of God, his
mother and ours in him, serves as a model for us. Twice in the
second chapter of the Gospel of St Luke, we are told that Mary
‘kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart’. Here
Mary serves for us an image of the inner life of the Church.
Mary pictures for us the attitude of attentive listening which
The New Eve
is the stillness or silence of the heart (Luke 2.19, 51).
These titles and forms of praise help us to appreciate Our
The great teacher of the mystical life Baron von Hügel said
Lady’s unique role in the work of salvation and in the renewal that ‘Man is what he does with his silence’. Well, brothers and
of creation. She only is the Mother of God, ‘the bride whom sisters, is that not a disturbing thought? What do we do with
the Father betrothed, the bridal chamber of the divine our silence, if we have any at all? Do we pick up our favourite
incarnation of the Logos’. In a
electronic gadget – text, surf, face
beautiful sermon E.B. Pusey
time, or, in other words, anything but
Mary pictures for us the attitude silence?
contemplates her as the New Eve, the
Or, perhaps we have less
one who undoes the knot of Eve’s of attentive listening which is the electronic forms of distraction and
disobedience, and leads us back to
dissipation. But what do we do with
stillness or silence of the heart
Paradise: ‘She, being the Mother of
our silence? In our Lady, we see an
Him Who is our Life, became the
image of ‘the one who listens, who
Mother of Life; she was the Gate of Paradise, because she bore listened to the word of God at the Annunciation, who “kept
Him Who restored to us our lost Paradise; she was “the gate all these sayings, and, pondered them in her heart”, who told
of Heaven,” because He, born of her, “opened the kingdom of the servants at the marriage feast to listen to her Son’.
heaven to all believers.”’ Again, we hear the unique role of the
New Eve proclaimed, but we are also moved to consider her The inner kingdom
as a model for the Church which she figures – what Christ has Mary is described as ‘a living heaven’ or ‘wider than heaven’
done in her, he must also do in us: ‘the gate of Heaven,’ because because of the life she bears, in John Donne’s words, ‘light in
He, born of her, ‘opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers’. dark, and shutt’st in little room, Immensity, cloister’d in thy dear
womb.’ But this ‘Immensity’ is not simply room in her body for
This door is opened for us, and we are invited to enter in.
a special baby, it is rather a spiritual landscape, the inner
The burning bush
kingdom, the dwelling place of the Holy Trinity, and the place
One of the great Old Testament figures of the Mother of God where she keeps and ponders all these things. We are invited
is the burning bush. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob not just to know about this kingdom, but to live in it.
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The sayings and the things which Mary pondered are given the gift of the Mother of God to us. The glories of the worship
to us especially in the Scriptures – they are placed into our which we enjoy today belong to the reality which we may, with
hands that we may keep and ponder them with her. John Our Lady, keep and ponder in our heart; they belong to the
Keble, one of the fathers of the Catholic revival whose fruits inner life of the Church which she embodies. Perhaps
we enjoy and celebrate today,
distraction is the special form that
urged his readers to this kind of
the life-choking thorns take in our
perhaps distraction is the special
contemplation: ‘The words and
age, the temptation which may
doings of God cannot but be fulldampen the divine fire in our souls.
form that the life-choking thorns
charged with heavenly and
‘Man is what he does with his
take in our age
mysterious meaning’. The things
silence’ – what do we do with ours?
which Mary contemplated in her
‘O divine living image in
heart, and the things and words that we are given to ponder, whom God the Creator has rejoiced, possessing a mind which
are full-charged with the heavenly life of Christ, the life and is governed by God and directed to God alone, Earth-born
presence which is the life of the Church, his Body.
little daughter whose womb contained a living heaven, a path
of noetic silence: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
A message for each of us
blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Mary is our joy, wider than heaven, the Mother of life, in part, To Him be glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit to the
because she is the model of contemplative union. This is not a infinity of the ages of ages. Amen.’ ND
message for spiritual superstars, but for each one of us. We may
come to discover the inner kingdom if we can make any space This sermon was originally preached at the May Devotion of the
for stillness and silence in our lives, to ponder the Word which society of Mary, st silas, Kentish Town
she kept first in her womb then in her heart: ‘It is not in
heaven… Neither is it beyond the sea, but the word is very nigh
unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart’ (Deut. 30). This is

Sensing Salvation wisbech
continued from page 6
they sat around a large table gossiping and laughing, they
surprised themselves by launching into spontaneous singing
and then, without adult prompting, they started to pray for
one another. These children are starting to see the local parish
church as a generous and welcoming second home – always
there to help them realize who they are in God.

Ecumenical partners
Our special ecumenical partners are Roman Catholics and
Eastern Orthodox Christians. Last Advent, two Eastern
Orthodox women, mothers of children involved in Sensing
Salvation programmes, asked me if I would consider making
an Ecumenical Eastern Orthodox chapel in our parish church.
One of them is Russian, the other Ukrainian, and so we
Film-making
constructed the chapel with prayers for peace in Eastern
In Lent this year, we hosted a film-making residency – 24 Ukraine. The chapel of St Nicholas and St Seraphim is in our
primary school students stepped inside the Easter story and Lady Chapel and is also a special place to pray for Christian
created their own indie film: The Wisbech Passion. We formed unity. At Easter, a Russian Orthodox priest arrived from his
a partnership with the local arts house cinema. The Luxe London cathedral to celebrate the Resurrection with liturgy
Cinema put out the red carpet and
and a lavish Easter banquet. A week
shovelled popcorn into deep buckets for the funding has helped us find later, a well-timed residency in icon
the premiere of the film. A full house of
creative ways to be a growing, writing linked this ecumenical
over 70 people watched enthralled:
experience to students’ understanding
generous and compassionate of prayer and devotion.
families, school and parish church
communities supporting the young
The Church Commissioners’
parish family
people, who found themselves very
funding has helped us find creative
close to Jesus and Mary.
ways to be a growing, generous and compassionate parish
Through Sensing Salvation programmes we earn trust and family. We hope our research and experiences will inspire
invite families to come to our Opus Gratiae Youth Group, similar rural town parish churches to love families and
catechism classes, family Masses and pilgrimages to transform their lives through the Gospel and the catholic
Walsingham. Our youth group has 26 members: we took 16 imagination. ND
of them to the National Children’s Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Fr Paul John West ssc is a parish priest and artistic director of
earlier this year.
sensing salvation Wisbech
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The Mass of the Ages
– medieval liturgy, modern world, part II
In the second instalment of a three-part article, Barry E.B. Swain SSC continues his reflection on the medieval
world view

P

art I concluded with a look at the contrast between the
medieval attitude to the church as extending beyond time
(encompassing those who had lived before and had now
moved on to Purgatory and Heaven) and beyond space (including
people all over the world), and the modern tendency to think of the
church as the living people standing around in pews, or just the
buildings that it owns.
This also creates a vast difference in the liturgy, between
a liturgy which is universal, not based in locale or local
language, which includes ages before and is assumed to
continue forever in ages after, versus a liturgy which is at least
as concerned with those attending it as it is with God and the
eternal truths of Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell. The
modern liturgy, in the last ninety years or so, has come to dwell
on the idea that in order to participate in liturgical observances
of any kind, one has to participate actively, by saying and doing
all things together. Everyone must join in and understand at
all times what is transpiring. This idea began to come in to the
Anglican Church with the 1552 Prayer Book, but ebbed and
flowed over the years since.

was already a Christian community to which all Europeans
belonged, as well as some in the Middle East, North Africa,
etc.
Worshipping together
They felt that the bond which existed between and among
them tied them together tightly and forever in Christ
theologically, and so there was neither any need nor desire to
make explicit this truth by having everyone do and say the
same things at Mass. They already were connected and felt so,
and felt that they were worshipping together, despite doing
different things. They did not feel different or disconnected
because the priest was doing and saying one thing, and people
were silent or were at their own prayers at the same time. They
felt connected because they were all engaged in the same work,
but in ways that were appropriate to their education, status in
life, and callings.

Receiving Communion
Modern liturgy almost always assumes the reception of Holy
Communion – it now seems odd if people do not receive
Active participation
communion. This understanding came about really only in the
In the Roman Church, it has come to prominence increasingly Sixties following the relaxation of fasting regulations, the
since about 1920 in the so-called Liturgical Movement, which earlier giving of Communion to smaller children under 12, and
stressed the necessity for this constant active participation by the relaxation of the former disciplines relating to making
one’s confession before receiving
all. At first, this took the form of
trying to educate all Catholics about the medieval mind assumed that Communion. Oddly, this phenomenon
became strongly established just before
the Latin Mass and to get the
presence
and
prayer
were
just
as
it was to become a difficulty and a
hierarchy to allow ordinary people
burden in evangelism. In any
to take part in it increasingly more
valid forms of participation
increasingly un-churched society, this
prominently. Eventually they shifted
gears and began to press for mass in the vernacular languages, presumption at Mass that everyone will be receiving
and for a mass founded on the idea that all took part equally. communion places a large burden on the un-baptized, and
imposes the lack of services at which a seeker might
comfortably blend into the larger group whilst seeking God,
Feeling of community
The medieval mind assumed something radically different: as, for example, was easy at a non-communicating mass: at
that presence and prayer were just as valid forms of Evensong, Benediction or Stations of the Cross services more
participation. They assumed that different people at Mass common in a former day. At such services there is no
would be doing and saying and praying different things because separation of ‘sheep’ and ‘goats’ and a visitor does not have a
of their station and who they were, not doing the same things line drawn under his status for everyone to see. Nor is he
and saying and praying the same things despite their station encouraged to make an inappropriate communion for which
and who they were. Modern liturgy tries to create a feeling of he is neither prepared or perhaps eligible.
Medieval men regarded receiving Holy Communion as a
community through imposed means, through deliberate
language and through everyone singing and speaking the same very serious proposition: it required long preparation and
things at the same time. Medieval liturgy assumes community prayer, and was meant for special occasions. Attendance at
because of theological pre-suppositions – all were baptized, all Mass, and increasingly as the Middle Ages wore on,
were therefore members of the Body of Christ, children of worshipping the elevated Host at the Consecration was the
God, and brothers and sisters of Christ. There was no need to purpose. We are given the story of a rather Falstaffian
create a forced Christian community, as all of Christendom character in late medieval England attending a Mass and
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finding that at the elevation he was unable to see the Sacred
Host. He cried aloud, ‘Heave It higher, Sir Priest, for I cannot
see!’

world. In many places in England, a third to a half of the
population died within a few years. Some medieval villages,
thriving places, were so completely devastated that they were
deserted and remain so to this day, often leaving only scant
archaeological evidence deep below the surface.

Christian principles
The divorce between the ‘outside world’ of society from the
‘inside church’ spiritual world would have seemed a very odd Requiem Masses
concept to medieval people. Their contrast was between good In many large parish churches and certainly in Cathedrals and
and evil, and that was the case either in or out of church. It Abbeys, Requiem Masses for particular people were offered
was expected that business, war, the professions, land almost every day they were permissible, and often several
ownership, the feudal system, indeed all of life, would be times a day. By the beginning of the fourteenth century, it was
conducted according to Christian principles – indeed what often possible to attend Mass daily for weeks on end, and
other principles were there? Naturally, there were sinners, and never encounter anything other than a Requiem Mass.
no one was surprised at this, just look at Chaucer’s canterbury Churches and chantry chapels were built for the purpose of
Tales, but that was the expectation. In the modern world, no praying for the dead every day in perpetuity, and not only the
rich and powerful and titled
one would expect such a thing,
partially because we are a multithe concentration was on the whole of strove for this kind of
remembrance, but many people
cultural, multi-faith society now,
and partially because the long society and one’s place in it, rather than more humble, who scrimped
and saved and left money to the
shadows of the so-called
personal liberties, rights or interests
church to endow a chantry
Enlightenment, which proposed
entirely different criteria for living life, and to which our priest for themselves and their relations. When the Battles of
Crécy and Agincourt, for example, were fought, riders were
country particularly has been heir.
sent back to England almost immediately to arrange for
The feudal system
perpetual Requiem Masses to be said for the English fallen.
The modern culture of civil rights would also have been a very (Even in much more secular 1919, both the Roman Catholic
strange concept to medieval man, who was accustomed Church and the Church of England made arrangements for
instead to everyone having the privileges and the obligations Requiem Masses to take the place of the Sunday mass on the
of his own status in life, and his place in society. His place Sunday after the Great War.)
might be higher or lower than the next man’s, but everyone
canon swain is the Rector of the church of the Resurrection,
knew where he belonged, and knew what he was entitled to New York city, spiritual Director of the ssc in the Americas, Vicar
receive, and obligated to give. This is the essence of the feudal of the ssc chapter of st John Fisher (which includes New England,
system. There was room for upward mobility in the feudal the canadian Maritimes, and the Middle Atlantic), superiorsystem, and certainly downward mobility also. Thomas Becket General of the Guild of All souls, an Honorary canon of st Peter’s
is a very good example of upward mobility. On the whole, cathedral, Koforidua in Ghana, and st George’s cathedral, Ho, in
though, the concentration was on the whole of society and Ghana. He is American commissary for the church in Ghana, and
one’s place in it, rather than personal liberties, rights or received the star of the Order of the Living Rosary from the Most
interests. There was therefore no particular interest in Revd David Hope, Lord Archbishop of York, Master of the
defining in church liturgy individual roles, which is such a Guardians of the shrine at Walsingham, in recognition for his work
hallmark of modern Christian services in all denominations. for the shrine. The Order’s membership is limited to fifteen. He was
The only exceptions now are the Orthodox Churches of the previously Rector of st clement’s, Philadelphia, and curate of the
East and churches in the West using the Tridentine Mass, both church of st Mary the Virgin in Times square. He is a graduate of
of which have retained connections to older assumptions and The General seminary in New York, and was previously Princess
Louise Lecturer in Latin & Greek in McMaster University,
understandings.
Hamilton, Ontario, where he was doing his Ph.D. degree. ND
Dwelling on mortality
It would be impossible to overestimate the influence of the
Black Plague on medieval liturgy. The whole culture of prayer
for the dead, with all its attendant outward signs: the
dampening down of all joyous elements in the liturgy,
suppression of all concern with the living, the dwelling on
mortality and the inevitability of death is visible not only in
the Requiem Mass, as one might expect, but in the medieval
attitude to the liturgy itself. It comes to be seen not as much
as the celebration by the living community of the eternal
mysteries as the emphasis was in the first millennium, but as
a method to understand, deal with and in some sense counter
the all-encompassing stench of death that they found in the
10 ■ newdirections ■ June 2015

Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela
Mark Nicholls visits the imposing cathedral and finds an atmosphere of quiet prayer

M

y pilgrimage was to be one of
thanksgiving. An impending Silver
Jubilee of ordination and having been
brought up in a parish dedicated to St James the
Great meant that I felt I needed to acknowledge in
this way how much I owe to God and to the Blessed
Apostle. However, I did not make the pilgrimage in
the traditional way – on foot along the Camino –
the centuries-old route, the Way of St James, which
is still followed by pukka pilgrims today. I arrived
courtesy of Easyjet, having been buﬀeted by an
Atlantic storm descending into Santiago airport,
and arrived on land to thunder, lightning and
pouring rain.
Santiago is a fairly small provincial town in
Galicia, the north-weﬆernmost part of Spain and
on the very edge of Europe. Nearby, on the coast, is
Fisterra, the Spanish equivalent of Land’s End. Many of the Reyes Católicos, which is now a Parador, a hotel for the fivegreat buildings in the old centre of the town are built of solid star pilgrim. One disappointment was the fact that the twin
towers of the cathedral façade are in
granite and are monumental in
the
process of reﬆoration and are
size. e streets are narrow and part of the pilgrimage tradition here
covered with scaﬀolding and
paved with stone and mainly
includes making one’s confession
sheeting. Similarly the Romanesque
pedestrianized, and parts of the
and
that
was
clearly
apparent
carved
portico of the cathedral, the
town have long porticoes lined
Portico
de la Gloria, is also hidden
with columns which are wonderful
for sheltering from the frequent showers. It rains a lot in from view so that the conservators can carry out their
Santiago! e crevices of buildings oﬀer home and shelter to laborious work.
moisture-loving mosses, lichens and flowering plants.
Weather-beaten
In the square outside the cathedral pilgrims on their joyful
Undergoing reﬆoration
e narrow streets all lead to the cathedral and it is oen hard arrival stand and congratulate one another, obviously relieved
to see it above the buildings which form the maze of the and delighted to be here. ey arrive with their pilgrim staﬀ
medieval street-plan, but when you arrive it is tremendously and varieties of headgear. Most wear the scallop shell symbol
imposing. Pilgrims on arrival make for the Praza do of pilgrimage. ey also sport an assortment of waterproof
Obradoiro, a great open square with the cathedral on one side clothes, capes and track shoes for walking, and heavy
and on another the ancient pilgrim hostelry, the Hostal de los backpacks. Many walk up to 30 kilometres a day. Along the
route and at their destination they find hostels to
give them rest, refreshment and a shower. Many
appear to have been wearing the same clothes for
the whole of their pilgrimage, which gives an added
twist to the idea of the odour of sanctity. I confess
to feeling something of a fraud in the face of these
tired, wet and weather-beaten pilgrims and the
eﬀorts they have made. It is in the nature of
pilgrimage that the journey is as important as the
destination, if not more so – new friendships are
made and the bonding of shared experiences,
enjoying fellowship and many, many conversations.
Images of St James
e renovations to the façade of the cathedral
mean that it has to be accessed by a variety of side
doors. e building inside is unaﬀected
Romanesque, but on arrival in the nave the sight of
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the high altar decked in gold and silver
and that was clearly apparent in the
takes one quite by surprise. ere is a huge
cathedral. In spite of the frequent footfall of
baldacchino over the shrine and altar, and
pilgrims and visitors, there is an atmosphere
it is decked with grandiose baroque angels
of quiet prayer in its precincts, a chapel
which support the canopy. e enormity
where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed for
of it is quite ectacular. e ensemble
adoration during the day and concluding
allows for three large images of St James.
with benediction in the evening. During my
e main image behind the ornate silver
visit the Major Seminary next to the
altar is of the Apostle seated on a throne
Cathedral held an overnight vigil before the
wearing a bejewelled cape, the traditional
Blessed Sacrament to pray for vocations to
object of veneration for pilgrims who
the priesthood, well supported by laity and
must climb narrow stairs behind the
seminarians alike.
image in order to embrace and kiss it.
Special pilgrim masses
Some way above this image is another.
In the Cathedral masses are celebrated
is second depicts St James as a pilgrim
regularly, apparently by the cathedral clergy,
with his staﬀ, pilgrim hat, scallop shell and
water gourd. e top of the baldacchino is decked with the and ecial pilgrim masses at midday. I was fortunate to be
third representation of the saint known in Spanish as ‘Santiago able to aend a pilgrim mass on the Friday evening when I was
Matamoros’ – St James the Moor-Slayer – still with his hat there. e cathedral was quite full thirty minutes before the
mass was to start and many people
and his cape but this time also on
horseback with sword in his hand
undoubtedly the climax of the mass were standing when it began. A
nun introduced the music which
hacking at hapless Moors,
Muslims from North Africa who was the introduction of the cathedral’s was sung in Spanish and Latin, but
the congregation took a while to
conquered Spain in the eighth
great metre-high thurible
warm up. Pilgrim groups from
century and who lived there until
various places were
they were finally driven
named and welcomed,
out in the early thirteenth
albeit rather fiercely by a
century and against
lady who warned us
whom
St
James
against the use of mobile
frequently app-eared in
phones and cameras and
bale, so tradition has it.
pressed the need for
Needless to say it is not
silence before mass. en
the most politically
the great double organ
correct of images, but one
sprang to life and the
that is diﬃcult to change
mass was oﬀered simply
given the legacy of
and without much
Spanish culture and
ceremony.
history,
art
and
Undoubtedly the
architecture. Beneath the
climax of the mass, aer
altar in a silver casket are
the blessing, was the
the relics of the saint
introduction of the
which were lost for
centuries, and detail of how they came to be in this part of cathedral’s great metre-high thurible, the ‘Botafumeiro’,
Spain is rather too long a story to tell here, but is enveloped in suended from the roof and swung by eight men pulling on
ropes and rising almost to the vaulted ceiling of the transepts.
the mists of legend and tradition.
It is said that it was introduced to oﬀset
Devotion and faith
the smell of pilgrims at the end of their
Santiago is a university town where
journey, but nowadays it is a ectacular
students enter the mix with the
sight to be recorded on cameras for
ubiquitous pilgrim. Nevertheless,
posterity. Impressive as it was, there are
devotion and faith are clearly at the
many more things here to delight and
heart of the city and its cathedral. As
inspire the faithful pilgrim, whether you
with most pilgrimage centres there are
walk the Way or fly in from Gatwick.
many shops selling pilgrim tat,
However you do it, may God eed you
memorabilia and the all-important ton your way, rejoicing. ND
shirt. But there is also much more than
that. Part of the pilgrimage tradition
here includes making one’s confession
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faith of
our
fathers

O

Arthur Middleton on the persecution of Christians

n 4 June we commemorate a movement which they were unable to
Justin Martyr (AD 155), and understand.
on this day we might well
think prayerfully about those Christians Justin Martyr
who are being persecuted by Islamists Justin Martyr found the Truth, for
because they are Christian, and which he had long been searching, in
murdered if they do not deny their faith. conversation
with
a
chance
Christians in our own country are being acquaintance at the seaside (he would
persecuted and prosecuted when they not have said ‘chance’), others from talks
will not reject their Christian while resting from a game of tennis, and
convictions and accept politically watching boys playing ‘ducks and drakes’
correct ideology.
by the sea. The ‘Apologies’, or speeches of
This was the attitude of the
Roman government towards
the Church increased because
Christians in the early centuries.
Pliny, who was Governor of
every Christian felt it his duty to
Bithynia, about AD 114 found that
spread the faith
Christians had increased so rapidly
that the heathen temples were
almost deserted, and the trade in prisoners on trial, are chiefly concerned
animals for sacrifice was collapsing. with defending themselves against the
When some persons were accused of accusation of vile crimes and do not
being Christians, he ordered them to enter into mysteries of religion which
abandon their faith and on their refusal the heathen judge would not
put them to death, unless they were understand.
But the Apology of Justin Martyr,
Roman citizens, who were sent to Rome
for trial. This sentence involved the who suffered for his Lord about 155,
confiscation of the property of these describes the Sunday worship in detailed
Christians, a part of which was paid as outline. He mentions (1) the assembly
reward to the accuser: such informers on Sunday; (2) reading ‘the memoirs of
made a profitable business supplying lists the Apostles or the writings of the
Prophets’ (Lessons, Epistle, Gospel); (3)
to the authorities.
sermon by ‘the president’; (4) prayers for
A growing Church
all men; (5) the Kiss of Peace (derived
We may infer that, soon after AD 100, from Rom. 16.16: I Cor. 16.16: I Pet.
Christians were fairly numerous, at any 5.14); (6) offering of bread and wine
rate in the chief towns, and were with water; (7) prayers and
increasing in the adjoining country thanksgivings by ‘the president’; (8) ‘a
districts. The Church increased because partaking by everyone of the Eucharistic
every Christian felt it his duty to spread Elements’; (9) Communion carried by
the faith.
the Deacons to those who are absent;
The correspondence of Pliny with
the Emperor Trajan illustrates the
following: the amazingly rapid spread of
Christianity in a rather remote province,
where the Church therefore cannot at
this time have been more than fifty years
old; the position of Christians, always
liable to be denounced by anyone who
had a grudge against them, and to be
condemned merely for being Christians,
without fair inquiry whether they
deserved to be punished; and the usual
honesty of Roman officials, perplexed by

and almsgiving for widows and orphans,
the sick and needy, prisoners and
strangers on their journey.
This outline corresponds exactly to
the order of the primitive Eucharistic
Services or ‘Liturgies’ from their earliest
appearance in complete form. The
actual words of Eucharistic prayer are
not yet fixed, but all the essential parts
of the Service are already in existence,
within the lifetime of some who must
have known the last survivors of the
Apostles. And belief is already being
worked out in doctrinal statements:
Justin says. ‘The food which is blessed
by the prayer of the Word which
proceeded from Him…is, we are
taught, both the Flesh and the Blood
of that Jesus Who was made flesh.’
Creed and Sacraments
So the Creed and the Catholic
sacramental worship are already formed
in substance. ‘The president offers up
praise and glory to the Father of all,
through the Name of His Son and of the
Holy Ghost’, which is very near to the
formal doctrine of the Holy Trinity and
to the Doxology. ‘We worship and love,
next to God, the Word who is from the
Unbegotten and Ineffable God; for it
was even for us that He was made Man,
that He might be a partaker of our true
sufferings and bring us healing.’ Once
more, one of those who were martyred
with Justin made this confession of faith:
‘I am a Christian, having been freed by
Christ, and by the grace of Christ I partake of the same hope’. The faith is based
on Holy Scripture, and is being
expressed with increasing richness. ND
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devotional
T
he mystical life is, for Underhill,
the spiritual life because all true
religion has a central mystical
element. This does not mean that all
those who lead the spiritual life have
lives like those of the great mystics, but
rather that the pattern of those lives is
the same. She never principally
associates mysticism with extraordinary
phenomena — visions, voices, etc., but
with the quiet movement of the heart.
For the great mystic and the garden
variety person, the ‘spiritual life is simply
a life in which all that we do comes from
the centre, where we are anchored in
God: a life soaked through and through
by a sense of His reality and claim, and
self-given to the great movement of His
will’. This is the sum of Underhill’s
thought.

A ‘quiet’ life
Evelyn Underhill’s life has been referred
to as ‘quiet.’ By that it is meant that it was
not dramatic in any outward sense. As
the only child of a London barrister and

The message of Evelyn Underhill
Dana Greene

his wife, she lived a life of material
comfort. At age thirty-two, she married
H. Stuart Moore, a childhood friend,
who like her father had a profession in
the law. They had no children, and Mrs.
Moore, as she was known in private,
spent her days writing. Her work was
favourably received and sold well. After
about 1925, when she was fifty, she
turned increasingly to spiritual direction
and the giving of retreats.
A torrent of writing
As the wife of a London barrister, she
was expected to keep up a lively social
life. But she was as well a woman of great
religious intensity who expressed herself
in a torrent of writing which kept up for
thirty-four years. She was a writer who
was acclaimed in her own times, but one
who moved in no literary circle and had
no disciples. She was a woman who
cherished community and had many
friends, but one who worked essentially
alone, writing from her home without
the direct support of any institution,

I have been in the parishes I serve for
a fairly long spell (26 years) and yet I
have no clear idea of the spiritual life
of many of the individuals I have
ministered to. Remarkably few people
ever seek help and guidance in their
spiritual life. In the New Year a
What’s the point?
questionnaire was distributed to the
electoral roll to take the spiritual
Andy Hawes is Warden of
temperature. Just over a quarter of the
Edenham
Regional Retreat House
roll (52 people) replied. Of these 63%
reported that they had no daily quiet
time or prayer time. The same ‘hard wired’ into humanity; what is
respondents also reported that they more likely is that individuals do not
would not seek any help or guidance to identify aspects of their inner and
reflective lives as anything spiritual. It
establish one.
I have found these statistics a little has been my experience that, for a
perplexing. How can anyone have any variety of reasons, a person is not able
kind of relationship with Christ without to identify and recognize the spiritual
devoting any time to him? Is it possible movement at work in them. Often they
to have a vital relationship with the assume that spirituality is something
Lord that is sustained by attendance at ‘out of the ordinary’, whereas it is more
Sunday worship (and this being likely to be the cause of their first
thought or judgement; the source of
compromised by being irregular)?
I daresay that this kind of statistic inner consolation or guidance. There is
would be found in parishes up and an assumption that there is a gap
down the country. Here are a few between themselves and the divine;
thoughts about the findings. First, I more disturbing than this is the
find it hard to believe that all 63% have absence of any expectation that the
no personal prayer life at all. The Holy Spirit will have anything to do
capacity for communion with God is with them at all.

Ghostly
Counsel
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academic or ecclesiastical. She was a
director of retreats and spiritual guide to
many, but she shared her own spiritual
anguish with almost no one. Although
devoted to both her husband and her
parents, neither shared her interest in
religion.
Yet this ‘quiet’ life of Evelyn Underhill
… produced some of the best religious
literature of our time. If one is to discuss
Underhill’s work, one must begin with
Mysticism, a pioneering study of, as the
subtitle indicates, the nature and
development of human spiritual
consciousness. It was this book which
established her reputation and set the
theme, whether expressed in analytical
pieces, biographical essays, editions, or
introductions, which would dominate
her writing for more than a decade to
follow. ND
From Dana Greene, Adhering to God:
The Message of Evelyn Underhill for
Our Times, edited by Arthur Middleton
This lack of self-understanding is the
chief reason why spiritual direction is
so vital. when someone is encouraged
to share with another person some of
their thoughts about and experience of
God, they can come to realize that
these are real experiences which help
form their priorities and are sources of
guidance and renewal. It is all too easy
for individuals to discount their
spiritual life as something ‘odd’ or
‘incidental’;
but
these
same
experiences and insights can be
recognized by someone experienced in
the various expressions of spirituality
as the fruit of a living engagement with
God. In the light of this assurance the
directee can be encouraged ‘to take
hold of that life for which Christ Jesus
took hold’ of them.
But the essential first step is to find
someone who can be a soul friend. This
could be someone already well known
– it need not be a member of the
clergy. People of prayerful perception
are present in every church
community. without this ‘opening up’
of the inner life, many of us remain
stunted in our growth in the spirit and
tragically fail to experience the fullness
ND
of life that God seeks to give them.

Detached belfries

2

1

I

n England and Wales, we get used to churches with a tower at the west end,
a chancel at the east end and a nave in between, without realizing how rare
this is elsewhere. Separate bell-towers are actually rare enough to excite
comment. The timber belfry at Pembridge (1: Herefs) is well away from the
north side of the church and has recently been the subject of a
dendrochronological study, which indicated that the original tower dates from
between 1207 and 1223, some of the roof possibly being original – further
work was carried out around 1471 and also around 1668/9. The triple-coned
candle-snuffer belfry at Brookland (2: Kent), described by Simon Jenkins as
something which ‘might have flown in from Transylvania’, is in its origins
roughly contemporary with Pembridge. The whole of West Walton church (3:
Norfolk) was constructed c.1240, including the splendid stone belfry.
Another separate stone bell-tower, at Beccles (4: Suffolk), dates from the early
sixteenth century – money was left for its construction between 1515 and 1547.
The Suffolk parish of East Bergholt started to construct a west tower around
1525; money and time ran out,
4
so the parish constructed a
separate bell-cage (5) in its
place, standing to the north of
the church. ND

3

5
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editorial
T

he ordination season is upon us once
again. As advertised in this issue of
NEW DIRECTIONS, bishops of The
Society will be ordaining men to the
priesthood in churches from Liverpool to
Camden and Horden to Portsmouth, and
many points in between. Ordinations to the
diaconate remain, for now, almost entirely in
the hands of Diocesan bishops, but we know
that there are many new Deacons too drawn
from among our constituency. Please pray for
them, and for the parishes they will serve.
Is the glass half full or half empty? The
Church of England as a whole is faced with
the prospect of a sharp decline in the number
of (stipendiary) clergy, unless significantly
greater numbers of candidates proceed to
ordination year on year. The average age of a
newly ordained Deacon remains too high,
though there are signs that the number of
younger candidates is edging upwards.
Traditional Catholics are very well
represented among the younger ordinands
and newly ordained deacons and priests.
(And here’s a thing: one-quarter of the
women aged 30 or under being trained for
ordination last year were doing so at St
Stephen’s House.) Genuinely encouraging is
the quality of so many of these younger
candidates: men (and women) who will, God
willing, bring great gifts to the Church, and
exercise their ministry for many, many years
to come.
The priest is expected to be many things in
today’s Church of England: pastor and
teacher, yes, but also business manager,
property developer, educationalist, HR
expert, entrepreneur, stakeholder in
community-related projects, able to bid with
efficiency and persuasiveness for time, money
and regard in a crowded civic and secular
market-place. The occasional offices do not
simply flow in as once they did; the
confirmation candidates do not line up on
parade as biddable infantry in the army of
God. It is a daunting prospect, or it would be
without the assurance of a supernatural
power at work. As the common Worship
ordinal has it: ‘You cannot bear the weight of
this calling in your own strength, but only by
the grace and power of God…Pray earnestly
for the gift of the Holy Spirit.’
In his excellent little book In search of the
sacred (Was Heisst “sakral”?) the German

Catholic neo-Thomist philosopher Josef
Pieper reminds us that the only thing which
truly designates the priest, and makes his
office distinct, is the special spiritual authority
invested in him at his ordination – which in
turn, as Aquinas teaches, consists in his
power to celebrate the Eucharist in persona
christi and for the universal Church. Nothing
else comes close to that. No wonder readers
of NEW DIRECTIONS will be celebrating with
our new priests and attending their
ordinations and First Masses with such joy.
Whatever the challenges and frustrations of
ministry in the contemporary Church, all else
pales into insignificance besides this truth of
the Catholic faith: God gives priests to his
Church, that the grace of Calvary might be
re-presented anew every day, and the Risen
Lord of the Emmaus Road encountered once
again in the breaking of the bread. So it is with
immense gratitude that we celebrate the
ordination of our new crop of priests in the
Church of God.
*
Well, hands up, and we’ll come quietly. NEW
DIRECTIONS (this mighty organ) was wrong:
wrong about the outcome of the General
Election of May 2015. We are in good
company of course, for so was everybody else.
No coalitions, no deals, no stitch-ups: instead,
a slender Conservative majority which not
even the Conservatives were expecting. It will
be a fascinating Parliament. Of course
another General Election is coming very
soon, to that ‘other place’ – the only other
place outside the Palace of Westminster
which (as all new members are reminded) has
the power to make the law of the land, the
General Synod of the Church of England.
There are of course no parties in the General
Synod. (Readers should be aware that this
editorial contains irony.) The 2015–20 Synod
will be as critical for the Church as this
Parliament will be for the nation and we look
forward to following the campaign unfold.
Meanwhile, following the success of our
electoral crystal-ball gazing last month, we
confidently predict that it is only a matter of
time before the Bishop of Willesden decides
to become an Arsenal supporter and the See
of Malmesbury is revived to provide a
national episcopal co-ordinator for Café
Church. Odds on one out of two, anybody?

ND

the way
we live
now

Christopher Smith visits the Christian Resources Exhibition, and finds himself puzzled as to
what Christian resources might actually be

A

s they say in the diary couldn’t see any advertised mass times, priests they have on the payroll, and how
columns: To Docklands, for and a ‘Film Zone’ too, advertising such much administrative support. St Paul’s,
the Christian Resources fare as Planet Biblia: ‘Three young as far as I can count, employs eight
Exhibition. I’d never been, and a Christians are abducted by aliens and clergy and heaven knows how many lay
colleague had organized some tickets. told to renounce their faith or be zapped staff. I wonder what their quota is? Oh,
The Bishop of London opened it, leaving in the dreaded plasmanator.’ And in what’s that, Sooty… they don’t pay a
the Bishop of Chelmsford, in whose another zone altogether was an outfit quota? Funny, as the full whack in
diocese it actually was, to wander called ‘More than rubies: a mobile London diocese is now £75,000.
around trying to look cheerful. beauty and pampering event company
Deans, archdeacons and suffragan
Apparently, they put the event on using the gifts of beauty therapy and bishops are all paid much the same,
several times a year, at venues in various pampering under the inspiration of the which is about half as much again as
parts of the country, and have been Holy Spirit’. Hmm… it all made the your parish priest. And they, of course,
doing so for thirty years. I have always Meaningful Chocolate Company seem all get a secretary and a company car.
looked at the flyer when it has come drearily mainstream: ‘Let us make you a Neither of those were on offer at the
round, been moderately interested but customised bar’.
Christian
Resources
Exhibition.
not interested enough, and filed it under
Well, frankly, by that point, any bar Somebody newly employed to give
WPB.
would have done, and we duly found administrative assistance in my diocese
But this year I am looking for a one. Equilibrium was restored after a recently wrote to clergy asking us to
means of heating the Mackonochie little Pinot Grigio, and I found myself encourage
members
of
our
Chapel which doesn’t involve heating the reflecting on the meaning of ‘Christian congregations to join in a charity run on
main church. And what an resources’. The term had been given a a Sunday morning in July. You won’t be
extraordinary
collection
of
surprised to learn that I intend to
exhibitors was present at the as our Evangelical friends have long keep encouraging my congregation
Docklands Arena. My colleagues
to be at mass on Sunday mornings,
realized,
the
greatest
resources
we
made straight for the clerical
but what do I know? I’m only a
have are the human ones
outfitters whilst I went in search of
parish priest. Perhaps if I had some
electric radiators, running the
administrative assistance, I’d see
gauntlet of all manner of other stalls, of distinctly elastic meaning by the things differently. But in my old
which by far and away the most conference organizers, but, as our fashioned way, I just wish the
impressive was manned by a guy who Evangelical friends have long realized, institutional church would value the
does funeral transport in a motorbike the greatest resources we have are the local a bit more.
with a sidecar… an especially long human ones. Committed laity working
Do you remember that wonderful
sidecar, if you see what I mean.
with faithful priests, that’s our primary passage in The shape of the Liturgy that
There was plenty of practical stuff resource, working at parish level as begins ‘Suppose you were a grocer in
being exhibited: church furniture, leaven in the lump. If only there were Brondesbury’? It’s near the beginning of
heating, lighting, organs, notice boards, any recognition of that at diocesan level. chapter 6 if you want to look it up.
bibles, hymn books, and so on. But what If in doubt, employ another officer – the Gregory Dix transplants the early
an outmoded and narrow view I have of parishes will pay.
Roman church to west London. ‘At the
‘resources’, for the exhibition was also the
The diocese of Chelmsford, for other end of the drawing-room sitting in
place to go to find suppliers of media instance, has four bishops and seven the best arm-chair is an elderly man, a
training, sports ministries, T-shirts and archdeacons, exceeding the diocese of gentleman by his clothes but nothing out
puppets. And how about Comedy for Southwark by one archdeacon. The of the ordinary – the bishop of
Clergy? – ‘for ordained ministers to newly formed Diocese of West Yorkshire London… The eucharist is about to
learn humour techniques for speaking and the Dales has five bishops, but begin.’ And in participating, they risk
engagements’. I was slightly nervous of makes do with only five archdeacons. their lives. Our parishes, their priests
Apostle Alfred Williams, billed as What it saves in archdeaconries, though, and people, are the best Christian
‘Preparing the Church for the return of it spends on cathedrals, retaining the resource we have got. It is they who are
our Lord Jesus Christ’. Apparently, three it had before the reorganization, on the front line, day in, day out. And
‘Apostle Alfred has seen God heal the each with its dean, sub-dean, precentor, what resources them? The same morsel
blind, the lame, and a number of people and an assortment of canons. Is that a of bread taken to mass by the grocer in
raised from the dead around the world. good use of our Christian resources? It Brondesbury, risking his life in order
He will speak on discipleship, taking the is often noted that cathedral that it might be changed into the Body
nations for the Lord, and leadership.’
congregations are going up in size: well, of Christ. That’s what resources the
There was a ‘Worship Zone’, where I so they ought to be, given how many Church of God. ND
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views, reviews and previews
art
DEFINING BEAUTY
The Body in Ancient Greek Art
British Museum
26 March–5 July
Admission £16.50,
members/under 16s free
If time is short or you need one of the
savoury pancakes from ‘Abeno’ in
Museum Street you might visit the first
and last rooms of this show. ere are
another 150 items on display, many of
them from the Museum’s permanent
(and free) collection. But if you do just
concentrate on the first and last rooms
it is likely you will want to stay. ese
rooms show some of the finest Greek or
copies of Greek sculpture in this country
plus the Belvedere Torso, the work
which inspired Michelangelo’s Adam.
e show is the first time the Torso has
been shown in Britain.
e exhibition is a thematic overview
of the human body in Greek art. ere
are a lot of pots and a fair number of
modern versions of what the sculptures
might have looked like. Most of the
bodies are bodies beautiful, an idealized
compendium of the best bits from
previous sculptures. Occasionally there
are some ugly faces. ese belong to
philosophers and clowns. ere are also
people who put their own features on
idealized Greek models to show there is
no depth of vanity or silliness the rich
will not stoop to. And in the idealized
features of Alexander the Great we have
an early example of short, ugly man
syndrome. But even where the images
are grotesque, they are always highly
finished. ere is no deliberate
roughness.
Because the show is thematic rather
than chronological it can be hard to
focus on. And there is no aempt to
explain how the great flowering of
Athenian sculpture occurred. Maybe
there isn’t the evidence. But there is
evidence for Greek aitudes towards the
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body, and the depiction of men as
opposed to women. e culture of the
gymnasium must have had some bearing
on the fondness for the fully nude male.
Pace the exhibition’s notes, this was not
a maer simply of being a warlike
society. Most Mediterranean societies
were warlike, but they didn’t exhibit
male nudity. And there is lile by way of
honourable bale scars on these
warriors. Our contemporary equivalent
is not the martial hero but the gym
bunny and the footballer minus the tats.
In this world the women are, of
course, lightly clothed, less so if they are
a goddess. e first sculpture of a
woman which the visitor sees is ‘Lely’s
Venus,’ a second century CE Roman
marble, copied oﬀ a Greek bronze. is
sculpture is no Dame Angelina Jolie but
a full figure of a woman. Why we have
diﬀerent ideals of beauty over time and
between cultures is just one question the
show might have addressed. Without
that perective it is diﬃcult for us to
assess from a contemporary Weﬆern
perective how charged this sculpture
might have been. However, the pose of
the Venus just about covering up was
much copied and became a model for
Renaissance Bathshebas and Judiths.
Lely’s Venus fits in with the kind of
nudes Titian and Goya painted for the
private consumption of discerning
gentleman patrons but it takes an eﬀort
of the imagination to see this.
e depiction of men is altogether
stronger. Sadly, there is only one major
bronze, the preferred medium of Greek

sculptors. is is a second-century copy
of a work by Apoxyomenos. It shows a
young man, eyes cast down, torso and
legs
beautifully
balanced,
the
musculature symmetrically perfect.
Rather more interesting is a stone copy
of Myron’s discus thrower which has
balance and movement despite the chilly
perfection of the white marble. ere is
no sweat here, but a sense of ease and
force. And beneath that work reclines
the River God Ilissos, designed, if not
executed, by the great Phidias. is is
breathtaking. e suggestion of strength
and movement and power is achieved in
a resting, semi-recumbent figure. What
would in later centuries become a cliché
in a thousand pediments is here a living
stone. It is technically very fine, and the
technique is at the service of a forceful
and lifelike design. A near perfect work,
but one which we only know aer it has
been much baered.
e same irony of history dealing
hard blows to works which came so close
to perfection is found with the Belvedere
Torso. Michelangelo wouldn’t reﬆore it,
wisely reckoning that would damage the
physical and artistic integrity of the
piece. It is the final work in the show, and
itself yet another copy of a Greek bronze
original. It cannot be viewed in the
round like the great works of
Giambologna which derive from it. But
it is a presence. No wonder Greek artists
reckoned that they were creators of
something greater than mere nature.
Owen Higgs

television
The General Election
Were you up for Balls? at was the
question on the morning of Friday 8
May; for there was no doubt that the
defenestration of the erstwhile Member
for Morley and Outwood was the
highlight of Election Night TV coverage.
Like the ousting of Michael Portillo in
the Labour landslide of 1997, the defeat
of Ed Balls made for great television,
whatever your views on the politics of it
all happened to be. Even before that
though, there had been at least two other
‘shock’ moments of the night: the first
right at the very beginning of the BBC’s
coverage, when an even-moresurprised-looking-than-normal David
Dimbleby announced that the exit polls
forecast that the Conservatives would be
by far the single largest party; and then
a few hours later, when the result for the
Tory marginal Nuneaton came in, and it
became apparent for the first time that
they might actually win a majority.
ese three moments were among those
that made for one of the most exciting
election nights in recent history, at least
for those of us watching from the
comfortable security of our living rooms.
e other shocks were mostly concerned
with the collapse of the Liberal
Democrats and the meteoric rise of the
SNP in Scotland. Such were the
percentage swings in Scotland that poor
old Jeremy Vine had to recalibrate his
Swingometer on the BBC.
ere was also much comedy to be
had, although sadly most of it was
unintentional:
Paddy
Ashdown
promising to eat his hat if the exit polls
turned out to be true (they were, he
didn’t) was far funnier to watch than
anything poor old Jeremy Paxman
managed to come up with on Channel
4’s ‘alternative’ election coverage.
Channel 4 nonetheless subsequently
boasted that their show was the ‘most
watched election coverage on
commercial TV’ – which given that
almost everybody tunes into the BBC
for these occasions is a bit like saying
that England’s cricketers came first in
the last Ashes series, apart from

Australia.
Worth an honourable mention
among the alternative coverage was Have
I Got News For You, whose panellists
must have stayed up very late (or got up
very early) to record an episode that
went out less than 24 hours aer the
polls closed and yet took full cognisance
of the result. A notable defector from
the Channel 4 stable was the
impressionist Rory Bremner, who
brought two shows to BCC2, one before
the election and one aer it. Sadly,
neither was very funny.
Less funny still was the reaion to
the Tory victory on social media and the
blogosphere. It is rapidly becoming the
case that Conservatives are about the
only group of people who it is acceptable
to mock and berate in public. Certainly
some of the comments and ‘jokes’ that
were made in the hours and days aer
the election would have led to public
outcry and very probably arrests had
they been made about any other group
of people. e irony is that by and large
it is not traditional Labour voters who
compose these barbs, but the le-leaning
middle classes with a guilty conscience:
in other words, the people who used to
vote Liberal Democrat and find Rory
Bremner funny.
ere was undoubtedly much anger
in the land at the unexpected result of
the election. e scale of this in certain
quarters reminded me of the reaion to
the defeat of the women bishops
legislation in 2012: the system hasn’t
given us what we want/need/have a
right to, therefore the system must be
broken, therefore the system must be
changed. It is amazing how democracy
works right up until the moment that it
doesn’t.
e Church of England reaion was,
of course, far more muted. e church
Times reported that ‘the mood of Church
of England bishops judging by Twier
was, by and large, glum’. Two things
strike me about this: first, that it has
come to something when the foremost
way to communicate with the successors
to the Apostles seems now to be via
Twier; and secondly that ‘glum’ is a
wonderfully Anglican word in its
moderation and lack of enthusiasm. e
Bishops of Sodor & Man, Chelmsford
and Leeds were all quoted to illustrate

the glumness of the Episcopal Bench,
with the Bishop of Leeds suggesting on
his blog that the Bishops’ pre-election
pastoral leer had been largely ignored.
I wonder what lessons might be learned
from that?
So the Bishops were not impressed.
But that aside, the election coverage was
a great time for fans of politics, drama,
tragedy and David Dimbleby, and much
the best thing on TV for a long time.
What a pity that thanks to the Fixed
Term Parliaments Act, we won’t get
another night like it for five whole years.
Richard Mahoney

books
MISERICORDIAE VULTUS
Bull of Indiction of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
Pope Francis
Catholic Truth Society, 48pp, pbk
978 1784690656, £2.50
Jesus Christ is ‘the face of the Father’s
mercy’ or Misericordiae Vultus and we
need to contemplate that face, most
eecially in 2016, a year of Jubilee. So
writes Pope Francis in a short booklet
called a ‘bull’ but with far from bullish
tone. It thrills with the perception that
the Church’s greatest strengths are both
her sense of need for divine mercy and
her reflection of that mercy pastorally.
Drawing on Scripture and tradition,
Francis urges reflection on the
profundity of the divine love, eecially
as encountered in the sacrament of
reconciliation. e Pope’s own episcopal
moo miserando atque eligendo recalls
words of Bede on Jesus calling Mahew
‘looking upon him with merciful love
and choosing him’. Recognizing
Christian vocation as being in a context
of that mercy is the thesis of this booklet
in preparation for a year to deepen
discipleship. ere is a valuable section
on the relationship between justice and
mercy, ‘two dimensions of a single reality
that unfolds progressively until it
culminates in the fullness of love’. Jesus’
meals with sinners show mercy and
reect for the dignity of all, and are
allied to his praise and praice of
faithfulness to divine law. Pope Francis
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uses St Paul as the obvious example of
the merciful reframing of justice brought
about in Christian conversion.
e forthcoming Jubilee is labelled
‘extraordinary’ and this adjective applies
well to the author’s paragraph lauding
Islam and Judaism for believing ‘no one
can place a limit on divine mercy
because its doors are always open’. e
Pope continues with an aspiration that
the Jubilee year ‘will foster an encounter
with these (and other noble)
religions...eliminat(ing) every form of
closed-mindedness and disreect, and
drive out every form of violence and
discrimination’.Misericordiae Vultus is a
big ask for a world where human
mastering and dominion of the earth
leaves so lile space for mercy. In the
new humanity of Christendom service
of God’s mercy in deed and word is one
of our most intriguing and araive
features, and this booklet is aid and
inspiration for that enterprise.
John Twisleton

IN SEASON AND OUT OF
SEASON
Crafting Sermons for All Occasions
Jeremy Davies
Canterbury Press Norwich, 256pp, pbk
978 1848256026, £19.99

a fine exposition of what a sermon truly
is. For Davies preaching is about
proclamation. e preacher is not
primarily there to lecture or, in a narrow
way, to teach. He is not leading a
seminar or a Bible study. is is a theme
that is usefully picked up from time to
time throughout the book. In his
commentary on his sermon at a wedding
Davies wisely comments: ‘A homily is
not a commentary or a lecture and a
preacher will inevitably leave some
strands untied and some connections
not pursued.’
e book oﬀers eight chapters on
various themes that dominate our
preaching; the liturgical year, the
occasional oﬃces, ‘ecial’ services like
Harvest or Remembrance Day, to name
but three. We are given the text of two
or three sermons relating to the theme.
Each is accompanied by a commentary
on the sermon, usually explaining the
precise context in which it came to be
preached, why the preacher chose to
treat the subject in the way he did and
the theology that undergirds it. ese
commentaries, while mostly helpful, can
occasionally jar. In the commentary on
a sermon preached at a nuptial mass we
are given the author’s views on same sex
marriage. Interesting they may be but
not eecially helpful in gaining a deeper
insight into the construction of that
particular sermon. Not all readers will

be happy with the doctrinal implications
of one or two of the sermons shared with
us. at, though, is but to state the
obvious within the context of much
Anglican preaching and acts as
wonderful stimulus to work out how
and why one disagrees with the content.

A powerful and important thrust of
the book is its concern to engage with
the many who come to church and yet
find it diﬃcult to connect with what is
said and done within its confines. Davies,
for example, provides an eecially
imaginative sermon for an ordination
service as seen through the eyes of those
who have come to it loyally to support a
friend or family member rather than out
of any ecific Christian conviction. As
might be expected, such an approach is
much in evidence in treating the
occasional oﬃces and ‘ecial’ events.

e Federation of Catholic Priests
Priests’ Conference & Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Monday 12 October to ursday 15 October 2015

eme:

Immersed in Priesthood: Managing the Priestly Life
Speakers:
Bishop Martyn Jarre: Managing the Prayer life
Prebendary Andrew Davis: Managing the sacraments
Ms Kathy Horton: Managing administration
e Very Revd Nicholas Henshall: Managing Paﬆoralia
Chaplain to the Pilgrimage: Fr. Graham Lunn (Shrine Priest)

ose of us charged with the awesome
responsibility of preaching will benefit
from this very readable book. Jeremy
Davies not only gives us a clear insight
into what is the primary purpose of
preaching, he also provides fine
examples of sermons delivered on a
variety of occasions together with an
account of how they came to be craed.
e introduction to the book is as
important as its text, providing as it does
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is Pilgrimage/conference should be eligible for cME funding
cost: £215 a inclusive
✠ e Daily Oﬃce and Mass
✠ Pilgrimage from the slipper chapel to the shrine church
✠ Renewal of Baptismal and Priestly Vows
✠ Pilgrimage devotions
A FcP members and friends welcome. Wives and non-members welcome to join this reflective conference and Pilgrimage. e theme
wi strengthen our vocations as Priests and provide time for feowship and support, growth in holiness, prayer and also praical
encouragement in the fulfilment of the Oﬃce and Work of a Priest.

All enquiries to:
e Secretary General: Fr. Peter Walsh
S. Andrew’s Vicarage, 2 Lingdale Road, Wirral, CH48 5DQ
Tel: 0151 632 4728 e-mail: revpeterwalsh@btconnect.com

Davies would be the first to encourage
the preacher to think about his or her
immediate context when preaching.
Such thoughts did cross this reviewer’s
mind as he reflected on his frequent
Sunday sermons to a congregation
barely in double figures, who faithfully
and regularly turned out on a tough
housing eﬆate; more so as he thought of
the frequent sermons to the oen vast
congregations who gathered for funerals.
e expectations of those present
seemed to be more in line with funerals
shown in EaﬆEnders and coronation
street, than with the congregations that
gather in the cathedral church in which
most of Davies’ excellent sermons were
delivered. In a sermon on the Eucharist
Davies draws perceptively on his
experience of preparing teenage boys for
confirmation as a curate in East London.
How much many of us would welcome
a companion volume that oﬀered us
material that had resounded among its
hearers in urban priority areas.
Nevertheless, Davies sets out the theory
and technique which, when followed,
might well produce the appropriate
sermons for such a context. It would be
good, though, to have such examples of
the completed work as we have in these
fine cathedral sermons.
+Martyn Jae

commit a crime, is he guilty too? Or, to
bring it up to date, what do you say to
someone who works in a shop that sells
pornography? In the five hundred years
between the first story being an easy
example and WHSmith starting to stock
‘lads’ mags’, diﬀerent answers have been
given. ere is a lot that can be learned
from Cummings about them, but his
answer is the point of the book.
Cummings accepts a distinction
between formal cooperation, and
material cooperation. ey have
diﬀerent intentions, to cooperate
formally with evil you have to share the
evil intention of the person who you are
helping; in material cooperation the evil
intention is not shared. But what if the
cooperator shares the intention
unwillingly?
Most people will make a moral
judgement on the servant holding the
ladder, or the cashier selling the
pornography, on the basis that they are
under duress. But, as Cummings says,

THE SERVANT AND THE
LADDER
Cooperation with Evil in the
Twenty-First Century
Andrew McLean Cummings
Gracewing, 468pp, pbk
978 0852448540, £20
Fr Cummings thinks you are more
sinful than you realize, and has some
old-fashioned theology to prove it. His
style is so redolent of the past – the
gender of pronouns is far from neutral,
and there is a lot of Latin – that one
could miss the ferocity of what he is
saying; this is what being mugged by a
man wearing galoshes must feel like.
At the end of the seventeenth century
the question of how a person sins by
taking part in the sinful act of someone
else had come to be put in the story of
the servant and the ladder. If a servant
holds a ladder that his master uses to

that is not good enough. First, we must
decide if an aion is good or bad, and
only then what the consequences of that
aion are for the person who performed
it. According to Cummings, the servant
and the cashier are guilty of ‘implicitly
formal cooperation with evil’, because
their aions are directed to an evil end,
and there is no good reason why they
should be holding the ladder, or selling
the magazines. As long as the agent has
any responsibility at all, i.e. as long as
someone is not physically forcing the
man to hold the ladder, or the cashier to
exchange the pornography for money,
duress does not make cooperation
material. e servant and the cashier are
guilty of formal cooperation, albeit

implicit, and are in a state of venial sin
until they find new jobs.
‘Reminding the faithful of the true
charaer of such cooperation will be a
valuable stimulus to reviving a sense of
sin’, Cummings concludes. Busy
penitents might want to avoid his
confessional, but they would be missing
out.
Tom carpenter

THE LORD OF THE WORLD
Robert Hugh Benson
First Rate Publishers, 160pp, pbk
978 1507767078, £4.99
‘Was it conceivable, his earthly mind
demanded... he and his few thousands
should be right, and the entire consensus
of the civilised world wrong? It was not
that the world had not heard the
message of the Goel; it had heard lile
else for two thousand years, and now
pronounced it false... It was a lost cause
for which he suﬀered... sanity sat on the
solid benches of materialism. And this
heaviness waxed so dark sometimes that
he almost persuaded himself that his
faith was gone... he cried as One other
had cried on another day like this – Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani!... but that at least,
he never failed to cry’. So wrote
Monsignor Hugh Benson’s hero Pope
Silveﬆer, the Pope literally of the last day
named aer the 31st December Saint, in
his novel on the end of the world.
Wrien aer the turn of the nineteenth
century, its poignant realism and vision
of spiritual bale is as relevant to our day
as it was to that of a century ago.
I picked up and read this new reprint of
the classic Lord of the World firstly
because Hugh Benson lived and wrote in
my parish of Horsted Keynes and
secondly because his end time book has
come to the world’s aention as a
favourite of the current Pope Francis. In
an interview aended by e Times at
the start of 2015, Francis described
reading Lord of the World as his eye
opener to the ‘ideological colonisation’ of
secularism. e book is a bold turning of
the tables on H.G. Wells’ vision of
materialistic utopia with its storyline
depicting Christianity being put under a
ban in the name of such utopia. Pope
Francis sees Benson’s century-old novel
eaking to our own day of ‘a similar
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unified civilisation and its power to
destroy the spirit’. My own links with
Benson are through his mother Mary
(1841–1918), widow of Archbishop of
Canterbury Edward Benson, moving the
family to my parish of Horsted Keynes.
is came about aer Edward’s death as
Mary moved south with her
distinguished progeny including Hugh’s
brothers ‘Land of Hope and Glory’
author Arthur and ‘Mapp and Lucia’
comic novelist Edward. ough
Archbishop’s son, Hugh converted in
1904 to Roman Catholicism and became
a great Catholic apologist. His book By
What Authority provides a refreshing
counter to perceived wisdom on the
English Reformation lamenting as it
does its undeniable destructive side.
Lord of the World depicts a world 100
years on from 1907 where humanism
yoked to freemasonry and Marxism
comes into world dominion. Holding
Christian faith becomes a capital oﬀence
and euthanasia is obligatory when your
health fails. Benson depicts the return
and growth to world dominion of the
Antichrist, depicted as being like

socialist politician Ramsay MacDonald
aaining European then global
dominion. His combat with the Catholic
Church – bishops and priests are hanged
in Westminster Cathedral and Rome is
bombed – precipitates the end of the
world with the last page a dramatic
portrayal of papal Mass and Benediction
at Nazareth in anticipation of Christ’s
full unveiling.In the story the monarchy
and the Church of England are easy
targets for ‘ideological colonization’ and
fall, leaving the Roman Catholic Church
sole buress against aggressive

humanism that holds to the divinity of
man excluding any supernatural realm.
ere is a powerful image of this in St
Paul’s Cathedral renamed Paul’s House
where the Antichrist leads a packed
congregation in the unveiling and
worship of a nude mother and child.
is has echoes of the worship of
Goddess Reason in Notre Dame during
the French Revolution involving clergy
who desert the church for the regime.
Sometimes old books beckon us to a
reading and with it a refreshing of
wisdom for new times. I enjoyed Lord of
the World as a reminder that dominant
ideas aren’t always right ideas and that
the forsaking of a supernatural
perective is no guarantee of human
flourishing. With Hugh Benson I see
human flourishing as inseparable from
the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. He alone can eradicate ‘the
leaven of malice and wickedness’ within
us and set us on the best forward course
by his Spirit, who is appropriately
subject of the last Mass on earth in this
extraordinary novel.
John Twisleton

Ordinations to the Priesthood by Bishops of The Society 2015
Daniel Howard
Oliver Peer
David Hanson
Gary Hartill

Bishop of Beverley
Bishop of Fulham
Bishop of Beverley
Bishop of Ebbsfleet

9 June: 7.30 pm
17 June: 7.00 pm
21 June: 4.00 pm
21 June: 4.00 pm

Miguel Sánchez Rodríguez
Samuel McNally-Cross
Andreas Wenzel
Christopher Brading
Anthony Murley

Bishop of Wakefield
Bishop of Ebbsfleet
Bishop of Wakefield
Bishop of Beverley
Bishop of Ebbsfleet

27 June: 1.30 pm
27 June: 3.00 pm
27 June: 5.00 pm
5 July: 4.00 pm
5 July: 6.00 pm

Luke O’Maoil Mheana

Bishop of Richborough

6 July: 7.00 pm

Kyle McNeil

Bishop of Beverley

7 July: 7.30 pm

The Parish of Saint Mary with All Saints, Rotherhithe,
London SE16
Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving
for the 300th Anniversary of the Rebuilding and Consecration
of the Parish Church of Saint Mary the Virgin
Friday 3rd July 2015 at 7pm
Principal Celebrant: The Rt Revd Jonathan Baker, Bishop of Fulham
Preacher: Bishop Rowan Williams
www.stmaryrotherhithe.org
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St Columba, Anfield
St Michael, Camden Town
Christ Church, Chadderton
St Francis of Assisi,
Friar Park, Wednesbury
All Saints, Elland
St Giles, Reading
St Peter & St Leonard, Horbury
St Margaret, Swinton
All Saints, Small Heath,
Birmingham
St Michael & All Angels,
Paulsgrove, Portsmouth
St Mary the Virgin, Cockerton

Book of the month
Conrad O’Riley enjoys an authoritative biography of Pope Francis

THE GREAT REFORMER
Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope
Austen Ivereigh
Allen & Unwin, 464pp, hbk
978 1760113285, £20

O

n 27 June 1992, twenty-one bishops
were consecrated in Buenos Aires
Cathedral. One among them stood out.
A priest who was present noticed that aer the
ordination, a ‘large number of very poor people …
went to greet him – they were all people from the
margins. At which I thought: aha. ere’s
something going on here I need to find out about’.
e bishop was Jorge Bergoglio, the former Provincial of the
Jesuits in Argentina (in which role he was far from universally
popular), and the man who would go on to become Cardinal
Archbishop of Buenos Aires and then Pope Francis. e fact
that he was thronged by the poor and the outcast was typical
of a priest who has defined his entire ministry by an ‘option for
the poor’, and who famously called for shepherds who smell of
the sheep.
Pope Francis is oen presented as an enigma cloaked in a
mystery. e great achievement of Austen Ivereigh’s biography
(the first full-length English biography of the current Pope) is
that he shows this to be untrue. Bergoglio is a product of his
time, place and experience, just as we all are. His life story is
well told here, in direct and readable prose. Ivereigh is an
excellent scene-seer, which is particularly valuable in a
biography of a man from a society and culture whose history
and customs may well be unfamiliar to weﬆern European
readers. From the style and substance of Peronist Argentina to
the foundation of the Jesuits by St Ignatius, Ivereigh is a reliable
and entertaining guide to the influences on Bergoglio.
However, in addition to showing how Pope Francis was
shaped and moulded by events, Ivereigh also demonstrates that
there were certain key factors in his work and thinking which
have remained remarkably consistent. Foremost among them,
as the book’s title suggests, has been Bergoglio’s longing for the
reform and revitalization of institutions which have become
tired, unfit for purpose, and in some cases even corrupt. Part of
the reason that Bergoglio has frequently been misunderstood
is that he is not primarily liberal or conservative, le wing or
right wing. He is instead a radical, and as the real meaning of
the word implies, he seeks to go back to the roots, to first
principles, in order to create genuine and authentic reform. As
Francis himself has said, true Church reform is ‘born from
within the entrails of the Church itself, and not from outside’.
us, Marxist ideology has no more place in the life of the
Church than does right-wing nationalism, and at diﬀerent
times Bergoglio’s rejection of these alternatives has earned him
criticism from a number of quarters. Instead, Ivereigh finds
Bergoglio’s authentic voice elsewhere: he is ‘a Goel radical
with a pastoral strategy that prioritized the poor’.

From the beginning of the book, Ivereigh
identifies three great reforms which have lain at
the centre of Bergoglio’s life: reform of the
Argentine Jesuits, reform of the Argentine
Church, reform of the Universal Church.
Bergoglio’s canvas has been enlarged as his
sphere of influence has increased through the
years, but the picture he wants to paint has
remained the same. His palate is dominated by
several key themes which have remained constant throughout
his ministry: the option for the poor, the insistence that the
Church must always look beyond itself to the peripheries (when
we hear Jesus knocking at the door, is he asking to come in – or
begging to be let out of confinement?), and the fundamental
importance of mercy (God never tires of forgiving, but we tire
of seeking forgiveness). ese are the core ideas around which
Francis has built successive platforms for reform.
Mercy lies at the centre of much of Pope Francis’ thought. It
stems from ‘his discernment that a world being transformed by
technology and wealth is prone, above all, to the illusion that
human beings, not God, are sovereign. Mercy is the great
antidote to progressive optimism as well as conservative
pessimism, for it grounds its hope in God’s forgiveness of our
sins, rather than our belief in our own resources’. He uses mercy
as a verb, urging his listeners to ‘allow yourself to be mercy’d’ by
God. But we are also called to show mercy to others, by
‘improving your view of the other by puing yourself in their
shoes’.
Central to the institutional side of Francis’s desire for reform
of the Church is the concept of collegiality. Francis believes that
the South American Church is rapidly becoming the ‘source
Church’ for the world, the place from which the rest of the
Church – Europe and North America in particular – might
draw inspiration and strength. is process must be encouraged
in part by strong national and regional Bishops’ Councils,
reected in their own right and not merely branch oﬃces of
the Vatican Curia. It was hugely significant that Francis spoke
on the night of his election in the ancient formula which
describes the Roman Church, which ‘presides in charity over
all the Churches’. It remains to be seen what the full impact of
this will be, both for the Roman Catholic Church across the
world and for its ecumenical relationships.
Francis remains far from universally popular within his own
Church, yet he has captured the imagination of the world. is
book helps to explain why that is so. Why is Francis such an
iconic spiritual leader to so many? Because he has consistently
remained true to himself, Ivereigh concludes, and because he
has ‘the political genius of a charismatic leader and the
prophetic holiness of a desert saint’. ND
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The General Election, and afterwards
J. Alan Smith looks at ways in which the Conservative government can ensure its survival

I

n the month, weeks, days and hours leading up to the change within the EU. If the EU were to have a ‘national’
close of the poll for the General Election on 7 May 2015, flower, it should be the Venus Fly-Trap: easy to enter but
opinion polls were predicting a hung Parliament. Pundits almost impossible to leave.
were considering the possible combinations of parties that
The next problem area is the Scottish Question. As W.C.
could form the new government: a National government Sellar and R.J. Yeatman might have put it: ‘Cameron spent his
based on the Conservatives, including or supported by Liberal second term trying to guess the answer to the Scottish
Democrats, Democratic Unionists and
question; unfortunately, whenever he
UKIP; a Popular Front government the government should be wary was getting warm, the Scots secretly
based on the Labour Party, including
changed the question.’ I should like to
of giving the impression that make
or supported by the Liberal
two suggestions. First, set up a
they would damage the NHS
Democrats, the SNP, Plaid Cymru and
Constitutional Convention to examine
the SDLP; perhaps, even a grand
the question of devolution throughout
coalition of the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat the UK: devising schemes of devolution in different areas of
Parties. Then, at the stroke of 10pm, came the exit poll figures the UK has led us to where we are today. Secondly, examine
predicting that the Conservatives were close to an overall the feasibility of a rail tunnel between Scotland and Northern
majority.
Ireland: such a development could stimulate economic
growth, not only in Scotland, but also in the North of England,
Majority of 12
Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic.
In the end, the Conservatives won an overall majority of 12.
In their initial euphoria of gaining their first overall majority Liberal Democrats
since 1992, despite the opinion polls, they must soon have There is a view that the Liberal Democrats have been illrealized that a majority of 12 would be rather low to maintain rewarded for their work in the coalition. Had they fought the
their government through five years of attrition through by- election as a coalition with the Conservatives they might have
elections. In this article I look at the approaches they could fared better. However, choosing to fight the election separately
make to secure their survival.
with a view to forming a coalition either with the
Conservatives or else with Labour, they ran the risk of both
Five-year term
parties fighting hard against them. Nevertheless, it would be
My first recommendation is to abolish the fixed, five-year prudent for the new Conservative government to listen to the
term for Parliaments. It may have been necessary in order to Liberal Democrats, adopting their ideas when they seemed
hold the coalition partners together in the crisis of 2010, but useful.
the last year or so of constant electioneering should disbar it
from being a permanent feature. To avoid giving too much NHS and benefits
power to the Prime Minister I suggest the following changes. At the next General Election the Labour Party will probably
First, establish a convention that a Prime Minister who is attack the Conservative government on two main issues: the
leader of his party should not be removed from the leadership National Health Service and benefit payments. The
without losing a vote of confidence in the House of Commons, government should be wary of giving the impression that they
where the names of those voting are recorded. Secondly, would damage the NHS. Similarly, talk of large but unspecified
Parliament should not be dissolved without an affirmative cuts in benefit payments could tempt Labour to build up an
motion to that effect being passed in the House of Commons. image of the Conservative leaders as rich people who probably
Thus a majority party could remove its leader without that don’t know any poor people and who regard benefit payments
leader having the sole power to bring about the dissolution of as something that doesn’t affect ‘people like us’. It would be far
Parliament; in addition, the monarch would be protected from better for the government to continue with plans to remove
the dilemma of choosing either to allow a Prime Minister who disincentives to work from benefit recipients, as a result of
had been defeated in the House of Commons from having a which the cost of benefit payments would reduce naturally.
general election or else to select someone else to form a
In conclusion there is the subject that was hardly
government from the existing House of Commons.
mentioned during the election campaign: defence.
Conservatives should remember that the origin of the Tory
The EU and Scotland
Party can be found in the parliamentary divisions over shipThe major policy area in the next few years is our membership money when Charles I levied increased taxes to pay for the
of the European Union. The government must balance the defence of the realm. ND
threats of multinational corporations to relocate from the UK
if we were to leave the EU against the one-way direction of
24 ■ newdirections ■ June 2015

Secular
Liturgies

A second childhood
The Father by Florian Zeller is an ingenious portrayal of a sad situation, writes Tom Sutcliffe

T

he Father by Florian Zeller at does not have the Father, André, Climate change plays a role, with wind
the Tricycle Theatre, Kilburn, imagining that the person he sees in a streaming into the auditorium and lots
the latest fine French play mirror is someone other than himself, or of bits of paper. Rufus Norris’s
beautifully translated by playwright that the people on the telly are actually production, a first from the new director
Christopher Hampton, will no doubt be present in the next room, or that I am of the National, wields all the trappings
said to be about dementia. If I had been our father, who died in 1989, or perhaps of West End musical theatre today –
told that, I would probably have avoided her long dead and loathed husband amplification and thumping bass etc.
going to it. I don’t like plays about whose name she never mentions, or It would have been wiser to have got a
subjects, and as my older sister who lives mysteriously that grown man in her life new translation of the Hugo von
round the corner from us has been who has always figured and been a bit of Hofmannsthal reworking, product of
declining into ever more severe pressure and a problem, me Tom her theatrical genius, which is still being used
Alzheimer’s for at least eight years I once kid bro. Zeller in the play does not at the Salzburg Festival almost a century
know already a great deal more than I show André as cognitively incapable of after it was first staged there. But the
wish to know about what is involved focusing the other side of a glass window, National Theatre is now obsessed with
with this kind of severe cognitive like my sister who could not wave to me new writing and has no more modesty
disorder. Yes, it is grim and pathetic – at Paddington as she could not see than the rest of the West End where
both for the sufferer and for those through the glass. Jane is my sister still, classics are always reworked so that
dealing with their disorder. Actually it is and there are moments of clarity. But more profit can be made and channelled
all about the challenge of responsibility, really she is not my sister, she is relics of to the current artists, whether or not
which is why the phrase ‘second
they are inferior. Morality remains
childhood’ is quite meaningful –
Zeller’s play is a perfect theatrical the name of the game – even if the
though the reward for nurturing
process
of
salvation
is
exercise in the reality of ‘I do not
through first childhood is viability
unrecognizable as a concept in this
and maturity for the object of one’s
think straight, therefore I am not’ new version. How can one show
love, whereas the prospect after
healing on stage if one omits –
second childhood is the grim reaper, and my sister fragmented distressingly.
because ‘nobody believes that stuff ’ – the
the sooner the better for all concerned. To write a play in which the disruption religious side?
But Zeller’s play is a perfect theatrical in memory becomes a living truth for us
exercise in the reality of ‘I do not think is to do exactly that journey in Well observed
straight, therefore I am not’ – the perception for which the theatre exists. Alan Ayckbourn’s farces or perhaps
horrifying destruction of Descartes’s I could not ignore the genius with which comedies have all been moralities. But
‘Cogito ergo sum’. Kenneth Cranham as Zeller showed the human feelings as his 1981 work Way Upstream which was
André, the Father, is there in a number experienced and shared between André brilliantly restaged by Nadia Fall at the
of scenes which may or may not in real with the condition, wonderfully Chichester Festival Theatre makes the
time follow each other, which explored and registered by Cranham, old morality model function perfectly
sometimes may almost be repeating the and those dealing with the so for an age of little faith by ending its
same scene – but different actors play demanding and sad situation – sadder story in a kind of heaven – where virtue
different parts. How many daughters even than death. Of course Shakespeare’s really finds its reward. Basically this is
does he have? We see Anne (played by King Lear has some great wisdom about (as usual with Ayckbourn) a comic
Claire Skinner with incredible this – the degrees of madness, the truths demonstration of how the worm turns
and the victims of a bully somehow
sensitivity and delicacy), and gradually that may emerge.
almost miraculously get liberated. It is,
piecing together what we see, we realize
as with all Ayckbourn plays, incredibly
there was once another sister who has Coarse and facile
died. We see her partner, and a character Everyman at the National rewritten by well observed, and the Chichester cast
listed only as ‘Man’ who might be that the poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy with simply could not have been bettered.
partner or an ex-husband, or not. We see a God the Mother plodding around with Ayckbourn is an undervalued genius
two carers (was one a sister, or just a damp mop to clean the floor, and a and no doubt not the latest thing. He
‘Woman’?) – we see the aftermath of a humorous Irish Death (Dermot does not tell you what to think: he just
Crowley), is just too coarse and facile an shows you, by implication, the truth. A
row with a carer.
exercise. Kate Duchêne as God also classic gift. ND
Disruption in memory
plays Good Deeds, and there’s no devil –
This is all the stuff of looking after my which tells you the kind of ‘morality’
sister, as I well know – though Zeller play this Everyman has now become.
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The ripples go out
Betty Jarrett writes about the pastoral care of those bereaved by suicide

I

count myself very fortunate in that in my twenty-five
years as a practising psychotherapist not one of my clients
committed suicide. That did not mean that some did not
have plans to do so. At various times I had quite a stash of
various drugs which had been given to me by clients to protect
themselves from rash acts. Suicide has been much in the news
over the last month or two as the horror of the German plane
crash became apparent. There was also a Panorama
programme some weeks back which looked at the increasing
rate of suicide among younger men.

Loneliness
The second story is of desperate loneliness. Undiagnosed
mental health problems in adolescence and teenage years is a
growing concern. We have witnessed this in the publicity given
to it by all the political parties during the recent general
election campaign. Often those lonely young people are
confronted with thoughts and feelings which do not make any
sense to them. James was one such teenager. He found it
difficult to relate to others. As he grew older James realized
that others found him odd and difficult. James was very bright
and could manage exams with little difficulty. His apparent
difference and oddness led to him withdrawing into himself.
As with all teenagers James was adept at using social media.
He quickly found ways in which he could end the existence
which he found so miserable. Fortunately the overdose that
James took was not fatal and suitable help was found. He was
diagnosed as autistic. Then suitable supports were put in place
for him. There are those, though, who are not so fortunate.

Expressing emotions
The fundamental question for all those bereaved by suicide is
why? When I started training I was told that suicide was the
ultimate angry response. I am going to take four different
stories of suicide and look in more depth at what might have
been going on for those who considered it. Although some
facts have been changed and certainly the names, the stories
are composites, all based on true experiences. Anger is at the
base of all these stories. As an emotion anger is very difficult Humiliation
for some people to handle. It often cannot be expressed for Simon was a well respected schoolmaster. He lived alone in a
many reasons; possibly because of fear of being too aggressive, flat in the boarding school grounds and was a bit of a loner.
or perhaps being seen as someone who complains. Sometimes The boys in his school at first thought he was wonderful.
Simon gradually gained their
as children we are told to behave
ourselves so we become good, those left in mourning are faced confidence and then began grooming
them. He dabbled with pornography
compliant and unable to express
with the difficulty of resolving and began to live an almost double life.
negative emotions. In some families
anger is almost forbidden and so any anger which they may feel Soon he was attempting to make
indecent images. The boys he had tried
anything negative is disregarded.
Therefore anger can become internalized, hidden, even to film gradually came forward to talk to those in authority.
ignored, and then turns into depression. This would seem to Simon was charged as a sex offender. He was ashamed; he
could not stand the thought of a public trial and humiliation.
be the case in regard to many who are suicidal.
Simon wrote a note of confession. He drove his car to the
nearest level crossing and stood in front of the oncoming
Anger
My first story is of a child abused over a number of years by a express train.
man she knew as a family friend .Let us call her Jane. Her story
was not believed. Jane subsequently became withdrawn and Feelings of dread
uncommunicative about the abuse. Jane desperately wanted My last story concerns Susan. She was called to the hospital
the man to die so that the abuse would stop but this did not for a routine mammogram. Susan was called back for more
happen. Eventually she moved away from the area and from tests and was told about two weeks later that she had breast
the man. The abuse stopped. That was fine superficially, but cancer. Susan was on her own as she was given this diagnosis.
the anger and fury Jane felt towards this man, having never She came away from the hospital with enormous feelings of
been acknowledged, festered away inside her. She felt dread about what the future held. She walked along the canal
worthless and unlovable. Over a period of time Jane attempted on her way home and seriously considered jumping in. Susan
suicide by many different methods. She eventually went to was terrified both of the illness and the treatment. She was
hospital and gradually received the help she needed. Jane tried fearful that the outcome would not be good. She had also lost
taking overdoses of drugs and slashed her wrists. Her wish was control of and confidence in her own body. Susan did not jump
for the death of the abuser but as she could not kill him, killing into the canal. She was subsequently able to confide in friends
herself was the next best thing. It was as if she said I will show who gave her the confidence to carry on. Each time Susan was
you how much hatred you have put inside me and how much called for a check-up the same dread overcame her. Her friends
were able to accompany and protect her.
I now want someone to die.
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It is interesting to note the methods each of these people chose
to use for their final acts. For Jane it seemed important to slash
her wrists and make a mess. Her life had been a mess and she
wanted that subconscious message to get home. James used a
method which he had investigated on the internet, the way in
which lonely people often communicate. Simon’s horrific
death in front of a train must have taken courage as the impact
must have been unimaginable. This death feels more like an
execution, a ritual punishment for being so bad. Susan was
confronted by despair. It is easy to imagine her walking along
the canal and resignedly thinking that life might just as well
end there.

of a loving caring community and family but internally may
feel worthless, guilty, unacceptable or just plain terrified. It is
this which leads them to attempt taking their own lives, as the
old coroner’s verdict used to say, while the balance of their
mind was disturbed. A person’s disturbance of mind must be
very great, as in order to kill oneself, one has to overcome the
natural instinct of self-preservation. It is good that nowadays
the stigma of suicide has disappeared. There is
acknowledgement of the great mental distress and illness those
who are driven to suicide are suffering. Those left in mourning
are faced with the difficulty of resolving any anger which they
may feel. They may be angry that the death happened at all.
They may be angry with themselves because they feel they
should have spotted what was happening and done something
to prevent it. Sometimes this anger is the projected anger of
the deceased. They want to make one to feel just like them.

Cry for help
There are probably as many methods of suicide as there are
suicides. Every story is different. These stories do not all end
in death. It was that factor, of course, that enabled me to talk Questions
to those concerned and begin to identify some of the reasons I think of those who have taken their own life as a stone
for their behaviour. If the first question, when confronted by thrown into the middle of a pond. The ripples go out to all
someone who has taken their own life, is why, the second must those in any way concerned with the pastoral care of those
be what stopped them from sharing their desperation with bereaved by suicide. Those hit by the first large waves are the
another person. We live in a world where to be seen as immediate family and friends. They will be questioning
themselves. They may well be angry
successful and happy is deemed very
important. To try to talk about
the elements that all four cases as they seek to find out why the
suicide happened and why they could
problems seems not to be an easy
have in common is the loneliness do nothing to stop it. The next
thing to do, even with those closest to
and isolation of these people
ripples affect the police and
us. That was not the case for Jane
investigating authorities. For many
who attempted to share her story and
was desperate for someone to believe her. Because the abuser people it will be a strange experience to be caught up with
was known to the family and respected by them, the words of coroners and detectives. A family near my home spent many
a child were belittled. She felt no one really cared. James, by hours trying to find out where their son’s body had been taken
contrast, found communicating anything, particularly after his suicide. Fortunately someone contacted a priest who
emotions, very hard. He did not have an understanding about knew the family and he could help them to sort things out.
what was going on inside his head. The only way he could cry The smallest, but not the least important, are the ripples which
for help was by self-harming. The pressures he was under from reach the funeral director. A priest travelling back from the
school with its continual assessment and from peers with their crematorium with the funeral director listened as he needed
to talk about the horror of being called out to pick up body
expectations was too much to bear.
parts from the railway line. Finally there are the priests who
have to minister to those families and may, years on, be still
A way out
Simon comes into another category. He was ashamed, affected by the death.
embarrassed and humiliated by what he had done. To be
confronted by this publicly would be too much to bear. He was Emotional cost
easily able to confess to the police but facing the abused boys These seemingly needless deaths affect anyone concerned. In
was a different story. If, like Simon, one is disgusted with my work with the police, other counsellors and therapists, and
oneself, maybe it would feel that the only way out is by a really the clergy, I have been aware of the emotional cost of a suicide.
horrific death, almost a self-inflicted execution. Susan is For some suicide is a cry for help, for others a mark of
different again. The despair which she felt was an desperation. For some it is a way out of a seemingly intractable
instantaneous response to a very difficult situation. She was situation. Whatever the reason, those left behind will have
obviously one of those who when confronted by huge many questions. Large numbers of these will always remain
difficulties, collapsed under them. Susan just wanted to get rid unanswered. It is the legacy of a suicide. ND
of her difficulties. Death in this situation was the best way out
and it might just as well be a quick instantaneous one rather This article is based on an address given at the Guild of All souls’
conference on ‘Pastoral care of Families Bereaved by suicide’ held
than one drawn out by chemotherapy.
at Walsingham in May 2015.
Disturbance of mind
The elements that all four cases have in common is the
loneliness and isolation of these people. They may well be part
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touching place
ST GILBERT AND ST HUGH, GOSBERTON CLOUGH

T

he Lincolnshire village of Gosberton has a
splendid 14–15th c. cruciform church, one of
the very finest in the county (no small praise).
At the end of the 19th century, residents of the small
settlement of Gosberton Clough had a three-mile
journey across the fen to worship, so the Revd E.T.
Hudson, vicar of Gosberton, launched a campaign to
build a church there. The church was dedicated by
Bishop Edward King on 26 September 1903. It was one
of the last works of the partnership of Ninian Comper
and william Bucknall. It was built very simply with a
half-timbered nave and concrete pebble-dashed
chancel, containing square-headed windows in the
late Perp. style.

Comper continued to contribute to the building. He was responsible
for the world war I memorial E. window of 1920–1, showing the two
patron saints; and a reading desk and chair (1941). It once had a
typical riddel-posted altar, of which the four (Belgian) angels survive.
‘Small but very attractive’ was Pevsner’s verdict on Gosberton Clough
church – even Sir Nikolaus knew that nice things come in small
packages.
Of course, here Comper was working on a much smaller scale than
in his larger masterpieces like St Mary’s, wellingborough (ND, Jan.
2006) or St Cyprian’s, Clarence Gate (ND, Sept. 2010). But, as in his
larger works, Comper embodied the words which originated from a
Dean of Fécamp, that he quoted in his paper ‘Of the Atmosphere of a
Church’. Gosberton Clough church ‘prays of itself’.

Map reference: TF202297
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the
Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be
good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I
DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer
of Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.

parish directory

STAFFORD, St.Peter, Rickerscote. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Res.AB&C.
Sunday - Parish Mass 10.15am. For further information contact
Fr.David Baker SSC 01 785 259656

continued

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am.
Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs
10am, Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett 07929 750054
LONDON SE16 St Mary Rotherhithe, St Marychurch
Street SE16 4JE A Fulham Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am,
Evening Prayer 6pm, Benediction monthly. Mass times: Tues 12
noon; Wed 10am School Mass; Thur 6pm; Fri 9.30am; Sat
9.30am. Tube: Jubilee Line Bermondsey/Canada Water/
Rotherhithe Overground. Visitors most welcome. Fr Mark
Nicholls SSC 0207 394 3394 - 07909 546659
www.stmaryrotherhithe.org

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses:
Sunday 8am; Solemn Sung 11am; Mon 8pm; Tu es 7.30pm; Wed
9.30am; Thur 7pm; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass apart from
Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr
Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am;
Sung Parish Mass 10:30am. Midweek Mass: Tues 7pm, Wed
7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 9:30am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabriels.com

LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite,
traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music.
Sunday: Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Mon
10am, Tues 11am, Wed 7pm, Thur 10am, Fri 1.15pm, Sat 10am.
Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Reg
Bushau 020 7370 3418 www.saint-stephen.org.uk
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent
preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday
Mass: Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW
Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities.
Parish Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340
LONDON Sw20 and Sw19 St Saviour, Grand Drive,
Raynes Park and All Saints, SouthWimbledon, Forward in Faith
Parishes under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. St
Saviour Sunday Parish Mass: 9.30am. All Saints Sunday
Solemn Mass: 11am. For other Sunday and weekday masses
contact Fr Michael Blackman 020 8542 2787

STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays:
Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm.
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday: Confessions after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street,
01642 824779
Millfield. A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of
the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am,
NORTH YORK MOORS St Leonard, Loftus and St
Benediction 6.30pm, Mass 7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed
Helen, Carlin How, both ABC Parishes situated on the edge of
the North York Moors. Sunday Mass: Carlin How 9am and Loftus 10.30am, Tues and Thur 7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary
Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm. Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by
10.30am. Mass every day except Thurs and Fri. Parish Priest: Fr
appointment. Parish Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318
Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk

OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) Resolutions ABC. Sunday:
Parish Mass 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr James Wilkinson 01865
245879 www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and discover Oxford’s
hidden Comper Church!
OXFORD St Thomas the Martyr, 12th century church close to
railway station and city centre; between Becket Street and StThomas
Street OX1 1JL. Ebbsfleet Parish. Services: Saturdays 5.30pm Vigil
Mass; Sundays 9:15am Morning Prayer (BCP); Wednesdays and
Fridays 12.30pm Mass. Traditional rite. Parish priest: Fr
Jonathan Beswick 01865 557530
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART MISSION COMMUNITY
PARISHES A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC, DSCR St
John, Exeter Street (PL4 0NG) Sunday: Mass 11.15am; St
Gabriel, PeverellTerrace (PL3 4JJ) Sunday: Mass 10am; St Mary,
Federation Road (PL3 6BR) Sunday: Mass 10am. Parish Priest: Fr
Keith Haydon 01752 220644
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. A Forward in Faith Parish.
Resolutions ABC. Sunday : Solemn Mass 10.30am, Low Mass
6pm. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris 0118 957 2831
www.sgilesreading.org.uk

SALISBURY St Martin – the church with the spire at the
end of St Martin’s Church Street behind Wiltshire College. Main
Sunday services: Sung Eucharist 11am, Evensong 6pm. For any
other information call Parish Administration on 01722 503123
or visit our website www.sarumstmartin.org.uk
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
(near Shrewsbury railway station). A Forward in Faith Parish under
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC.
Sunday: Mass 10.30am. For daily Mass times or further
information, contact Fr Michael Fish SSC 01743 244879

SOUTH BENFLEET, Essex St Mary the Virgin FiF under
the pastoral care of The Bishop of Richborough. Sundays 10am
Parish Mass, other service highlights: Wed 7.30pm Mass and
Exposition; Sat 9am Mass & Rosary, Family Masses as
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The
announced. Friendly Faith and Worship. Parish Priest: Fr Leslie
Forward in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur Drake SSC
at 12 noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed
SOUTHAMPTON Parishes (under the episcopal care of
Sacrament until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced.
the Bishop of Richborough) welcome you: St Barnabas,
Contact the FiF Oﬃce on 020 7388 3588 or email:
Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road) Sunday: Solemn
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Fr Barry
LOUND Suﬀolk St John the Baptist. Sung Parish Mass.
Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity, Millbrook (Oﬀ A33 city centre
Sunday Mass 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday's 9.30am Further details road from M271) Sunday: Solemn Mass10am, Midweek Mass and
from Fr David Boddy SSC 01 502 733374
other service details from Fr William Perry SSC 02380 701896
MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy
Family. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For
other Sunday and Weekday Services or further information
please contact the Rector, Fr Tony Mills: 0161 681 3644

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and
Pendlebury: All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine,
Pendlebury; Saint Peter, Swinton. A Forward in Faith Parish.
Sunday Masses: 8am and 5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS),
10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA). Daily Mass in Parish. Fr Jeremy
Sheehy, Rector: 0161 794 1578, Parish Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175
email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com

SOUTHPORT St. Luke, corner of Hawkshead St and St.Lukes
Rd, about 1/2 mile from town centre. Sundays: Parish
Mass10.30am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday
Mass: Tuesday 7.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am followed by
refreshments, Thursday 11am, Friday 12 noon, Saturday 10am.
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Hutchins SSC - email:
fr.Hutchins@btinternet.com - 01704 213711- www.sluke.
co.uk

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, Forward in Faith, ABC; Sunday: 9am Sung Mass and
Sunday School, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday
of month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817

SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Forward in Faith Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am,
Solemn Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass - Tues 9.30am, Wed 7.30pm
Thurs 10am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am. Confessions by
appointment. Contact Fr Peter Harnden on 0208 644 9070,
Churchwardens: Douglas Boreham 0208 646 4682 and Stanley
Palmer 020 8330 7408
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Sunday masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;10.30am
S. Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact Fr Dexter
Bracey 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, Princes End, DY4 9ND. ABC. Sunday: Parish Mass
9.30am, Sunshine Club 9.25am in the Hall, Evening Prayer 4pm.
Weekday Mass: Mon and Thurs 7.30pm, Wed, Fri and Sat
9.30am. www.fifparish.com/ stjohntipton Parish Priest: Fr
Simon Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510
TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
FiF, Society. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
257888 frmennis@gmail.com, www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
TORQUAY All Saints, Babbacombe - ABC Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 10.30am Sung Parish
Mass. Weekdays: 9.30am Mass (Except Thurs – 6.30pm). Fr.
Paul Jones – 07809 767458 Cary Ave, Babbacombe. TQ1 3QT
allsaintsbabbacombe.org.uk

TORQUAY St Mary the Virgin - The Parish Church of St
Marychurch. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am Sung
Parish Mass, 6.30pm Solemn Evensong and Benediction. Daily
Mass and Oﬃce. Confessions by appointment. For information
contact: Fr Robert Ward 01803 269258
wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily
Mass. Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of
Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday:
Mass 9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and
Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic
Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a
church beautifully restored. Parish Clergy: Fr Ron Farrell: 0121
556 5823 or Fr.Gary Hartill 0121 505 3954- Visit us at www.
saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily
Mass and Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www.
stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY St Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Sunday 8am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6pm
first Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West, visitors
welcome. Resolutions ABC. Parish Priest: Fr Walsh 0151 632
4728 www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk

Continued on next page
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wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Forward in Faith Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome.
Sundays: 9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am
Mass (Wed, Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes
SSC 01934 204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934
415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road Modern catholic
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
(usually): Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school);
Informal Eucharist 11.15am; EP and Benediction 5pm (1st
Sunday). For times of daily and Holyday mass ring Parish Priest:
Fr Richard Harper SSC 01305 778821
wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Forward in Faith Church
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. ABC
Resolutions. Sunday: Sung Mass 10.30am. Weekday Masses:
Tues 10.30am, Thur 12 noon. Contact: Fr Malcolm Jones SSC
01962 869707 (Parish Oﬃce) or Churchwardens: Barbara Smith
01264 720887 or John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: enquiry@
holytrinitywinchester.co.uk - website:
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Forward in
Faith church with traditional rite. Resolutions A,B &C passed.
Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
YORKSHIRE near Skipton on the road to Colne and
Clitheroe. Three rural churches which make up the only
Resolutions ABC Parish in the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. For further
information please contact Canon Nicholas Turner SSC 01282
842332

Diocesan
Directory
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMKingstanding St Luke*
0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360 7288, Small
Heath All Saints* 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha* vacant,
Washwood Heath St Mark, Saltley St Saviour* 0121 328 9855,
(*Forward in Faith Registered Parishes)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYAshford South St Francis
with Christ Church 01233 620600, Borden *SS Peter and Paul
01795 472986, Deal *St Andrew 01 304 381131, Eastchurch *All
Saints 01795 880205, Folkestone *St Peter 01303 254472, Guston
*St Martin, 01304 204878, Harbledown *St Michael 01227
464117, Maidstone *St Michael 01622 752710, Preston St
Catherine 01795 536801, Ramsgate *St George, Holy Trinity
01843 593593, Temple Ewell SS Peter and Paul 01304 822865, (*
resolutions in place)

James Fr Malcolm Ainscough 01246 232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity,
Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973 5168; Long Eaton St Laurence, Bp Roger
Jupp 0115 973 5168; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St
Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246
498603
FiF, DIOCESE OF GUILDFORDAldershot St Augustine,
Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity and All
Saints, Fr Martyn Neale 01276 35287 - Please contact clergy for
details of services or visit www.forwardinfaith.info/guildford
FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville Fr T
Vale 01283 211310; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S Lumby
0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572 820181;
St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsall,
vacant; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470; Scraptoft Fr M
Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly 0116 240
2215
FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN ABC Parishes: Binbrook Group
(Louth) Fr Walker 01472 398227; Edenham ( Bourne) Fr Hawes
01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine Fr Martin 07736 711360;
Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr Noble 01205 362734; Wainfleet
Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; AB Parishes:
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke
All Saints (Kirton) vacant (Mr.Tofts 01 205 260672). Nonpetitioning parishes: Lincoln City Mrs Ticehurst 01522 850728 ;
N.E. Lincs Fr Martin 07736 711360 ; S. Lincs Fr Noble 01205
362734
LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
and the DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Parish
Priest, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821; Cross Green St Hilda,
vacant (Churchwarden S F Greenfield) 0113 2842706; Harehills
St Wilfrid, Fr John Hilton 01132 497724; Hunslet St Mary, vacant
(Churchwarden S Wildridge) 0113 2522827; Armley and New
Wortley St Bartholomew, Fr Ian Wright SSC 0113 289 0824.
Please ring for details of services
FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, ABC,
FiF, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe
Ascension, ABC, FiF, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Chadderton St Mark, ABC, FiF Churchwarden - Janet Rogers
0161 627 4986; Failsworth Holy Family, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Mills
0161 681 3644; Glodwick St Mark, ABC, Fr Graham Hollowood
0161 624 4964; Hollinwood St Margaret, ABC, FiF, Fr David
Hawthorn 0161 681 4541; Lightbowne St Luke, ABC, FiF, Fr John
O’Connor 0161 465 0089; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, ABC,
FiF Churchwarden - George Yates 0161 258 4940; Moss Side
Christ Church, ABC, FiF, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476;
Oldham St James with St Ambrose, ABC FiF, Fr Paul Plumpton
0161 633 4441; Peel Green St Michael, ABC, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161
788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, ABC, FiF, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773
1642; Royton St Paul, ABC, FiF, Canon Peter McEvitt - 01 706
843485; Salford St Paul, ABC, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736
8868; Swinton and Pendlebury ABC, FiF, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0160
794 1578; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony
Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary Magdalene, ABC, FiF, Fr
Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St Crispin, ABC, FiF, Fr
Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452

FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, Fr John
of Canterbury, ABC, Fr Robert Clack 01 244 399990; Congleton St Davies 01983 401121; Portsmouth: St James, Milton, Fr Paul
James the Great, ABC, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe St Armstead 023 9273 2786; St Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton
Barnabas, ABC, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St Michael, 02392 378194; The Ascension, North End, Vacant (Churchwarden
Coppenhall, ABC, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151; Dukinfield St
02392 660123); Southsea Holy Spirit, Fr Philip Amey 023 9311
Luke, ABC, vacant; Knutsford St John the Baptist, ABC, Rev Nigel
7159; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr Roger Calder 02392 663664
Atkinson 01565 632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle,
ABC, Fr Robert Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, ABC, Fr
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael,
Kenneth Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, ABC, Fr
8.30am Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine,
Peter Walsh 0151 632 4728
10am Sung Mass; Swanley St Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St
George, 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe
FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYAnsty St James; Coventry St
Annunciation, 8am Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St
Luke, Holbrooks; St Nicholas, Radford; St Oswald, Tile Hill;
James, 8am Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke,
Leamington St John the Baptist; Nuneaton St Mary and St John,
Parish Mass 10.30am; Higham St John, 9.30am Sung Mass,
Camp Hill, St Mary’s Abbey Church; Shilton St Andrew. For further 6.30pm Low Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass, 10am
details contact Fr Kit Dunkley 02476 688604
Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass, 6.30pm Benediction; all contact details from Fr Jones
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBYDerby: St Anne, Churchwarden
020 8311 6307
Alison Haslam 01 332 362392; St Luke, Churchwarden Frank
Stephens 01 332 512673; St Bartholomew, Churchwarden Ian
Dew 01 332 760195; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St
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FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS ABC Parishes: Bedford St
Martin, vacant; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424;
Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr Beresford 01923 236174; Holy
Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582 579410; St Mary, Sundon & St
Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582 583076; Watford St John, Fr Stevenson
01 923 236174. Other ‘safe’ parishes: Letchworth St Michael & St
Mary, Fr Bennett 01462 684822; Potters Bar St Mary & All Saints,
Fr Bevan 01707 644539 (please contact clergy for details of
services)
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Heveningham Benefice Fr Tony Norton 01 986 875374; Ipswich St
Mary at the Elms, interregnum (contact 01 473 423750)
Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 798 1986.
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST HELENAVICAR OF ST MARK’S An
important and challenging parish on the Island of St Helena in the
South Atlantic. In the first instance, go to
sthelenadiocese.weebly.com
FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
vacant; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard 01302 285 316;
Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; Edlington St John
the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St
Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr Wise 01709
582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 01302 784858; New Bentley
Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St
Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant;
Ryecroft: St Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy
Trinity, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Doncaster Ss Leonard &
Jude (with St Luke) Fr Pay 01302 784858; Sheﬃeld: St Bernard,
Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114
2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, vacant; St Matthew,
Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
times, etc)
FiF, SOUTHwELL and NOTTINGHAM DIOCESE- ABC
churches: Nottingham: St Cyprian Fr Waude 0115 940 2868; St
George and also St Stephen, Fr Rushforth 0115 952 3378;
St.George the Martyr, Netherfield, vacant, contact Churchwarden
Mrs.L.Barnett 0115 9526478. Worksop: St Paul, vacant; contact
Churchwarden Mrs M Winks 01909 568857; Priory Church of Our
Lady and St Cuthbert, Fr Spicer 01909 472180, who is also the
contact for SSWSH in the diocese
FiF TAMAR REGION FiF Recommended Parishes: DIOCESE
OF EXETER Abbotsham St Helen, Fr F Otto 01237 473445;
Babbacombe All Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St
Peter, Fr D Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr G
Stanton 07925 051905; Exeter St Michael & All Angels,
Heavitree; St Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul,
Burnthouse Lane; St Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392
677150; Exwick St Andrew, Station Road, Fr J Bird 01392
255500; Great Torrington St Michael, Little Torrington St Giles,
Frithelstock St Mary & St Gregory, Taddiport St Mary
Magdalene, Vacant - 01805 622166; Holsworthy St Peter & St
Paul, vacant 01409 253435; Ilfracombe Team, Fr R Harris 01271
863467; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacant 01566 784008; Newton
Abbot St Luke, Milber, Fr J Potter 01626 365837; Paignton St
John the Baptist with St Andrew & St Boniface Fr R Carlton
01803 351866; Plymouth St Bartholomew, Devonport and St
Mark, Ford Fr R Silk 01752 562623; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy ApostlesVacant - Churchwarden 01752
258787; Plymouth Mission Community of Our Lady of
Glastonbury St Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St
Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred
Heart Mission Community Parishes St John the Evangelist;
Sutton-on-Plym St Gabriel the Archangel, Peverell Park; St
Mary the Virgin, Laira, Fr K Haydon 01752 220644; Torquay St
Marychurch Fr R Ward 01803 269258; Torquay Martin, Fr G
Chapman 01803 327223; Torre All Saints, Chelston St Matthew
vacant 01803 607429; Winkleigh All Saints, Fr P Norman 01837
83719; DIOCESE OF TRUROFalmouth St Michael & All
Angels, Penwerris, Fr M Mesley 01326 218947; Penryn St
Gluvius Fr S Wales 01326 378638; St Day (AB); Truro St George Fr
C Epps 01872 272630

Bishops of
the Society
The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC

A place of succour

Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham

continued from page 5
counts. He said the only way to live with both these things was to trust in the great
doctrines of the Church which eak of God’s love for the world and for me
personally.

LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Old Deanery, Dean’s Court, London EC4V 5AA
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Horsham
CHICHESTER

Privileges
I had not imagined that I would be the Administrator of the Shrine. I asked Eric’s
advice. He said it was certainly beer than Australia! On my appointment, perhaps
as he had predicted so many years earlier, one of the first comments to me was that
it was something of a ‘come down’ for me as a bishop. Not a bit of it. ough it is
true that I have at times missed Evangelicals, and West Sussex, I have never felt
somehow less of a bishop exercising ministry here. And even if I had, that would
not compare to the privileges of ministering to pilgrims, nor to the joy of discovering
in a new way what it means to have Mary as a Mother. I know more of that now,
and because of that I know more of what it means to have Jesus as my Saviour.
For these things, for great colleagues, and for the warmth and enthusiasm of
pilgrims, for England, I will remain so very grateful. ND

The Right Revd Mark Sowerby
Bishop’s House, 21 Guildford Road, Horsham RH12 1LU
01403 211139 bishop.horsham@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 bishop.tony@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org

The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(ADMINISTRATOR , SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM )

The College, Knight Street, Walsingham NR22 6EF
01328 824204 pr.admin@olw-shrine.org.uk

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(SUPERIOR-GENERAL , CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT )

St Laurence’s Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham NG10 1JX
0115 973 5168 rajupp1@hotmail.com

The Right Revd David Farrer
(formerly Bishop of Wangaratta)
The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)
The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Dr Geoﬀrey Rowell
(formerly Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe
The Right Revd John Salt OGS
(formerly Bishop of St Helena)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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classifieds

EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. En
suite accommodation in beautiful Georgian
Rectory in ABC parishes. Individuals and
small groups are most welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms are available for
day visits, disabled facilities, self-catering
flat. Contact Fr Andy Hawes, ERH Church
Lane Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS, 01778
591358 - athawes@tiscali. co.uk

The John Bishop Charitable Trust
maintains John Bishop’s Theological
Library at the Abbey of Bec in Normandy
and is committed to Traditional
Anglicanism

To advertise in
NEW DIRECTIONS
contact
Mike Silver
on 01634 401611

we offer Bursaries
to enable male ordinands and clergy
to make study visits to Bec
Also go to our website for easy-to-use
teaching in the parish on the ordination
of women to the Apostolic Ministry with
its timely section on Women Bishops
www.jbct.org
reg no 1085575

Bishops’ Representatives
In each diocese the Bishop of The Society has a Bishop’s Representative.
For their names and contact details, see the Dioceses pages on the Society website:

.com
forwardinfaith

CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can
provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

For News
from
Forward
in Faith
Information
about the House
of Bishops’
Declaration
FiF information

www.sswsh.com/dioceses.php

Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

FiF documents
newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£20 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£40 for 2 months
£40 for 3 months

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
Family Membership: £42
concessionary: £21
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
UK: £30
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR FRIDAY, 9.30 AM
TO 4 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Friday, 9.30 am to 4 pm)
* Members of Forward in Faith Wales – Credo Cymru
who are not also members of Forward in Faith UK
should contact their Membership Secretary
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Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 401611
email m.silver@breathe.com

VISIT
www.forwardinfaith.com

