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he recent emergence of plans for reform of the
Church of England’s episcopate has caused
alarm in some quarters and has even led to frontpage coverage from a national newspaper. Is there going
to be a greater geographical focus for bishops or, alternatively, more of a specialist portfolio approach, characterised by the press as a ‘Bishop for Brexit’? And will
there be house-for-duty serving bishops and even bishops on fixed-term contracts? What does this mean for
worshippers in parishes and how can some apparently
contradictory proposals be held in parallel?
The first thing to say is that we should not rush to
judgement. There needs to be time for explanation and
consultation. And an improved geographical focus –
what we would call pastoral and sacramental care – is,
if done properly, exactly what we would advocate. The
dire confirmation numbers (even pre-Covid) in many
dioceses require nothing less.
The circumstances which brought about the advent
of our own dedicated bishops, known as principal episcopal visitors (or PEVs), remain lamentable and painful
for our movement, particularly as we approach the thirtieth anniversary of the General Synod vote which necessitated such special arrangements.
However, the Church’s history tells us that adversity
can bring greater steadfastness in matters of faith and the
operation of the PEVs have something very useful to add
to this debate. The workings of the PEVs have demonstrated that an episcopal ministry can flourish with little
by way of bureaucratic or other support and can do so by
prioritising the pastoral and the sacramental over all else.
We know that such an approach, outside of the usual
structures and often with scant resources, can enable vocations to flourish, disciples to be formed, and friendships to develop. Without the panoply of advisers,
publicists and other inventions of our modern-day office
culture, there can be a sense of belonging, a prophetic
preaching of the Gospel, and a prevailing feeling that we
are living out the lives to which we are called by God.
That is, there can an outpouring of theology as opposed
to managerialism.
Just as there has been room for imagination and ingenuity in our approach to the episcopate, so should it
be with the parish. As I have already noted, the Church

u

is often at its most dynamic when it is at its least comfortable in its wider circumstances. Similarly, the most
transformative movements in the Church of England
have tended to utilise the parish but have demonstrated
flexibility in doing so while also seeking to create new
places of worship. We know this from our own mission
huts of years gone by, and we can see it in the current
mission initiatives emanating from the Church of England’s evangelical wing.
I imagine many readers will note with interest the
synodical ‘conversation’ being embarked upon by the
Roman Catholic Church. Like me, you might well hope
– in the finest ecumenical tradition – that the worst excess of the Church of England in this respect, and some
of the other constituents of the Anglican Communion,
are avoided by Rome. (see p.9.)
The challenges posed by these various issues can be
distilled into one simple question: What does it mean to
be Catholic in the secular western world?
You may be reassured to hear that I do not possess
any straightforward answers or easy solutions to these
struggles. My own experience is one of the centrality of
the Eucharist, backed up by a solid teaching of the Faith
and a living out of the historic apostolic succession. I
know of the importance of pilgrimages in all their different manifestations – whatever, whenever and however we can make them. And I know of the necessity of
fellowship and encouragement in what we seek to do,
often amidst indifference or hostility.
The first letter of John tells us that ‘What existed
from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we observed and touched with
our own hands—this is the Word of life!’ Lent is a truly
special time for Catholics which we take to heart and observe deeply.
So, as we enter into the wilderness and desert
through this holy season and pray for the appointment of
our two new PEVs, and as we are forced to confront
views which depart ever more from our received understanding of ecclesiastical practice and doctrine (the latest
such being the so-called ‘Zoom Eucharist’), let us journey through Lent with renewed commitment, resolution
and resolve. We know that to be our duty and vocation.
ND

NEWuDIRECTIONS
founded 1993

2a The Cloisters, Gordon Square
London WC1H 0AG
general enquiries
admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
editor
nd.editor@forwardinfaith.com

Editorial Board
Chairman:
Jonathan Baker
Editor:
Simon Walsh
Reviews Editor:
Guy Willis
Director's Cut:
Tom Middleton
Julian Browning, Adam Edwards
Ann George, Christopher Smith

NEW DIRECTIONS is a Forward in Faith
member benefit, also made available to
bishops and General Synod members.
Annual subscriptions can be taken out via
the FiF office at:
£30 (UK), £45 (Europe), £55 (global).
Individual copies available for purchase.

The next issue of NEW DIRECTIONS will be published on 6 April
2 NEWuDIRECTIONS March 2022

March 2022
Volume 25 Number 308
How to keep a good Lent 14 The Revised
Hymnal
Theology in practice from
4
5
6

Dominic Walker
Rebecca Swyer
Roger Jupp

7

A brightening salvation

English

Martin Draper introduces ‘Enter
our hearts’ and ‘With joy and by
the Spirit led’

Hugo Vickers on the 1952
Accession of HM the Queen

16 The Via Dolorosa
John Gayford explores the Stations of the Cross

18 Museum Man
8

Canterbury Communion
Tom Woolford weighs up plans
on the Archbishop’s appointment process

Adam Gaunt experiences concrete in Cleveland

23 Books, Arts, Culture
u

9

The path of synodality
Chris Vipers illustrates Roman
Catholic plans for synods

u
u

10 Between heaven
Shepherd’s Bush

and

Jonathan Baker celebrates 150
years of St Luke’s, Uxbridge
Road

12 Wisdom and faith
An extract from John-Francis
Friendship’s book on the religious life

13 Come to the country
Nigel Aston stands up for rural
ministry
Nigel Aston is a Trustee of Pusey House and former member of General Synod who seeks more
support for the Catholic faith in North Yorkshire,
p13

u

u
u

u

William Davage goes back to
the ‘60s
John Le Carré’s last mission is
a puzzle for Julian Browning
The Bible throughout the
year is manna for John Twisleton
David Meara, finds Simon
Cotton, has a bumper Betjeman book
Additional Lent books for
2022
EXHIBITION: Owen Higgs
regrets Hogarth has been harried
English aesthetic, Polish
pleasure: William Allen delights in cross-border Arts &
Crafts

regulars
2

The Director’s Cut
Tom Middleton’s take

19 Wandering Bishop
Robert Ladds, in retirement

20 ND Diary
Thurifer

21 The Way We Live Now
Christopher Smith

22 Treasure in Clay Jars
Festus

32 Poem
The Annunciation by Edwin Muir

33 Touching Place
Simon Cotton at St John Baptist,
Tideswell

35 Parish Directory
37 Advertisments
38 Afterword
Andrew Gray on homelessness

39 Ghostly Counsel
Andy Hawes

40 Society Bishops
Graham Howard's photographs of the restored
Stations at Walsingham accompany Fr Gayford's
article, pp16-17

Cover Image:
Shutterstock
Articles are published in New Directions because
they are thought likely to be of interest to readers.
They do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Editor or those of Forward in Faith.

March 2022 NEWuDIRECTIONS 3

A Holy Lent through the
Wilderness Experience

T

For Dominic Walker OGS it means fasting and self-denial with acceptance and hope

he introduction to the Ash
Wednesday service in
Common Worship reminds
us that at first the season of Lent was
observed by those preparing for
Baptism at Easter and by those being
restored to the Church’s fellowship
(that is, those who had been
excommunicated). It goes on to say,
‘In course of time the Church came
to recognise that, by a careful
keeping of these days, all Christians
might take to heart the call to repentance and the
assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and
so grow in faith and devotion to the Lord’.
The introduction then tells us (although not quite so
directly) that if we are serious about repentance and
growing in faith and wanting to be closer to Jesus then
we need to observe a holy Lent, by prayer, fasting, selfdenial and by reading and meditating on God’s holy
word. Christianity is not just about theory but about
action. I have often noticed a certain discomfort in the
pews when I speak about fasting and alms-giving. Jesus
didn’t say, ‘If you fast’, but ‘When you fast’ because he
expected his followers to fast. The purpose of fasting is
to remind us that we do not live by bread alone. It is a
physical prayer offered to God. It makes us mindful of
the starving and we tend to be more attentive when we
are slightly hungry.
There are, of course, other fasts apart from giving
up our favourite food and drink. In Isaiah, we see that
fasting is not just for our own sanctification. The Lord
said, ‘Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds
of injustice...to let the oppressed go free and to break
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house?’ (Isaiah
58.6-7). If we forgo food or drink during Lent we would
do well to give the money we have saved to feed the
hungry and shelter the homeless.
Fasting is not only about what we put into our
mouths but also about what comes out of them. St
Benedict taught that what destroys a monastic
community is ‘murmuring’ or grumbling which he
distinguishes from making a formal complaint. He sees
murmuring as creating discontent, tapping into one
another’s negativity and destroying a Eucharistic
community. Murmuring also destroys church and parish
communities and creates discontent rather than praise
and thanksgiving. Giving up murmuring is one of those
Lenten practices that needs to continue beyond Easter!
We are not sure who first said, ‘Silence is the
4 NEWuDIRECTIONS March 2022

language of God; all else is poor
translation’ but silence is essential to
listen to God. Some people find
silence difficult because their heads
are full of painful thoughts but such
thoughts offered to God in silence
can help bring about healing. Others
need to fast from speaking and learn
restraint. It is not necessary to speak
on every occasion and to give an
opinion on every subject. Silence
and restraint enable us to listen to
God and one another.
Self-denial is linked with alms-giving and many
churches, charities and missions will have Lent Appeals.
As John Wesley said, ‘The last part of a man to be
converted is his wallet’, so Lent as a time of repentance
and self-examination is a good time to ask how we spend
our money and how much we give away. It is curious
that those who have a high doctrine of the Church are
often not as good as others at supporting it financially!
Prayer, bible reading and meditation are the other
important Lenten disciplines. Some churches will have
extra services, Stations of the Cross and Lenten groups
where people can pray, listen and learn together during
Lent but the aim must be to develop a culture of prayer
and discovery among us so that each one of us learns
how, ‘to pray as we can and not as we can’t’ . It is always
a joy to find churches that are excited and challenged by
the gospel. This is where clergy and lay leaders can truly
serve their people. Some people are not natural
‘groupies’ and fear that in a group they might only be
sharing their ignorance with others but they might turn
up for a series of thirty minute talks where they can hear
a New Testament book being explained and related to
their lives.
Lent, like life itself is a wilderness experience. The
forty days of Lent recall the forty days that Jesus spent
in the wilderness and by fasting, prayer, self-denial and
scripture we join with him in a spiritual exercise. We
live in a wilderness where our world is challenged by a
pandemic, our country is facing many challenges and
we belong to a Church which is far from perfect. This is
all part of being in the wilderness. But don’t despair,
because it is an okay place to be; and through selfexamination and repentance we shall come to learn to
forgive earth for not being heaven. ND

The Rt Revd Dominic Walker OGS DL was the Bishop
of Reading from 1997 to 2002 and Bishop of Monmouth
from 2003 to 2013.

Fully human and loved by God
Keeping a Good Lent means welcoming in the desert, finds Rebecca Swyer
‘Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit through the wilderness.’ (Luke
4.1). Whereas Mark says Jesus was ‘driven by the
Spirit’ into the wilderness (sometimes translated as
‘desert’), Luke says Jesus was ‘filled by the Holy
Spirit’ and ‘led by the Spirit’ into the wilderness. He
wasn’t alone or left to find his own way through and
‘angels ministered to him’ (Mark 1.13).

T

he desert in the Holy Land doesn’t have sweeping sand-dunes and the occasional oasis. Instead,
it is rugged land with stony outcrops and ravines.
Daytime is very hot and night-time cold, making it a difficult context for humans to survive in. Birds of prey
soar across the sky and wild animals traverse the bare
land looking for quarry. Perhaps the first temptation for
Jesus was not to go into the desert at all, something we
can relate to as we’ve spent considerable amounts of
time in the wilderness during periods of lockdown and
restrictions. Yet Lent is the time in which we too must
spiritually enter the desert and face the reality of who we
are and how God sees and loves us, in order that we can
grow in our faith and discipleship.
Jesus is led to this inhospitable place by the Holy
Spirit at the beginning of his ministry to really engage
with his humanity, without distractions of other people
or pleasurable things. Jesus’ temptations here were
about how he dealt with his divinity alongside his humanity without succumbing to its power. Our temptations will have a different focus to his because we’re not
fully God and fully man, but human temptations will always be grounded in basic things such as greed, pride,
and anger.

Setting aside time for God
We can all commit to finding space this Lent to think,
listen, and pray. It could be having a time of quiet at
home, during a walk, or sitting in church in front of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Whatever we decide will work for us in our lives and
routines, it needs to be a conscious time when – like
Jesus – we listen to God’s voice and go where the Spirit
is leading us. This will help and encourage us to reflect
on our own lives and to ask ourselves ‘who is God calling me to be?’ ‘What does he want me to do to serve
him?’ ‘Where is the Holy Spirit leading me?’
Spiritual reading
Making a particular effort to read scripture, a spiritual
book or using bible reading notes can help our reflection
and draws on the wisdom of others. Lent courses (such
as this year’s Ebbsfleet course) can also be a beneficial
way of challenging and guiding our thoughts, preferably

undertaken with others as a means of mutual support.
Facing stumbling blocks
Christianity doesn’t protect us from experiencing difficult things – times of pain, loneliness, doubt, depression,
or despair. We all make mistakes and do things that separate us from God and those we love. We can’t avoid the
desert or pretend it doesn’t exist. However, we don’t
enter the desert on our own or just in our own strength.
Like Jesus, we are filled with the Holy Spirit and led by
the Spirit - even if we’re not always aware of that.
Just as Jesus had to go into the desert to explore and
face the reality of what it meant for him to be fully
human as well as fully God, so we must explore what it
means for us to be fully human and fully loved by God.
Through honest self-examination during Lent, we can
discover that God is there even at our darkest hour, even
when we sin and let ourselves and other people down.
The Palestinian desert has lots of little caves in the rocky
outcrops where people can shelter, and even in a spiritual desert there are places and ways of sheltering in
God’s constant presence. Phrases of scripture (particularly the psalms) can echo in us: ‘The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want’; ‘Lord, you have
searched me out and know me’; ‘the darkness is no
darkness with you, but the night is as clear as the day’;
‘nothing shall separate us from the love of God.’
Sacramental confession is a liberating and joyous
gift to each of us, assuring us of God’s love – a daunting
practice, but worth it! At the Easter Vigil we’ll then be
ready to renew our baptismal promises, turning away
from sin and the devil and towards Christ.
Going out of our comfort zone
This journey into the desert also means that each of us
must go out of our comfort zones. It might lead us to face
an aspect of our behaviour or lifestyle that we need to
change. Many people give up chocolate or alcohol during Lent, but this must serve a purpose, or this can just
distract us with endless daydreams about purple wrappers and green bottles (other brands are available!).
The Lenten journey might also lead us out of our
comfort zone physically, perhaps to get involved with
something in the wider community. We must be careful
not to think of the Church as the only place where God
dwells and condemn the wider world as something primarily negative or God-forsaken. Luke reminds us that
God is present and can be encountered even in desolate
and unexpected places. ND

The Revd Canon Rebecca Swyer is a distinctive deacon
and Director for Apostolic Life in the Diocese of Chichester.
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God shall supply all your needs

F

For Roger Jupp, the disciplines of Lent bring challenge and reward

r Philip Strong had been Vicar of St Ignatius,
Hendon in Sunderland since early 1931. On 7th
August 1936, while presiding at the morning
Mass, he felt a kind of foreboding. Arriving back at the
vicarage, a letter was awaiting him in which he was invited to accept nomination as Bishop of New Guinea.
His knowledge of foreign parts was limited and he
thought at first that he was being asked to go somewhere
in Africa. Only after he had consulted an atlas did he realize that his proposed diocese was a very large island
in the Pacific near Australia. The evening before his consecration at St Paul’s Cathedral was spent at Lambeth
Palace and, after dinner, Archbishop Lang spent time
with Strong in his study. After receiving his blessing,
Lang pointed to the large crucifix hanging in his study
and said: ‘You can thank God that there will be more of
that in your life than there is in mine.’ Strong always believed Lang’s words to be prophetic because, not so long
after the beginning of his ministry in New Guinea, the
Japanese invaded New Guinea. During all that perilous
and uncertain time, Strong steadfastly remained at his
post and encouraged missionaries and staff to do the
same, his life – as well as theirs – being constantly at
risk. As we know, many were killed, each one of them
in Strong’s belief a martyr for the faith. The statue of
one of them, a Papuan catechist Lucian Tapiedi, stands
now over the west door of Westminster Abbey alongside
other 20th century martyrs.
Pondering now on Archbishop Lang’s words to
Bishop Strong, we might wonder how much of the cross
of Jesus Christ we would want in our lives – even how
much of it we could bear. The call of Jesus to each one
of us, ‘Follow me,’ is the same for all. It is the common
vocation of Christians. For each one, of course, it will
mean something different, but whatever it is will require
a measure of steadfastness, resilience and faithfulness.
And those things can only come from the one who has
issued the call, Jesus Christ himself. The preacher at
Bishop Strong’s consecration took the text ‘My God
shall supply all your needs,’ appropriately so in the light
of those words of Archbishop Lang. And Strong himself, on taking leave of his people at Hendon, preached
on his favourite text, ‘I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me’ (Philippians 4:13). Indeed,
these words of St Paul became something of a motto for
him, and he used them often during his ministry. In the
pulpit at Hendon, as he took leave of his parishioners for
a ministry which he had little doubt would be challenging, Strong said ‘in my last message to you as Vicar, I
feel I can do nothing better than repeat these words and
ask you to make them your own.’
As we begin Lent and consider its disciplines, I am
wanting to suggest that we might take these words from
St Paul, from Archbishop Lang, and from Bishop Philip
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Strong, and feed them into our hearts and minds to help
us to take up the cross of Christ which is both the call
and the challenge of Lent. That word discipline which I
have just used in terms of the keeping of Lent may seem
a bit old-fashioned and sound rather harsh. But, looking
at its root, it has to do with the making of a disciple.
Through our keeping of Lent, can we become more like
disciples, more like those called to follow Jesus in his
way? Encountering the cross as part of walking that way
is inevitable and it should be no surprise to us. So how
about taking on a little bit of discipline, that is, taking on
the way of the disciple? Call me old-fashioned, perhaps,
but how about having a Lent Rule as part of a better,
more organized keeping of Lent? Here is one, but it’s not
my own and it was passed on to me by another, older
priest a few years ago. I pass it on to you here and suggest you might like to make it your own.
• GIVE UP … for example
something of food and drink (e.g. alcohol) or some
personal pleasure

• TAKE UP … for example
attending an extra weekday Mass, spending an extra
time in private prayer, coming to Stations of the
Cross, giving something extra for the Church and for
those in need

• READ UP … for example
have a Lent book, read through a book of the Bible
with a commentary or use a daily reflections booklet
• OWN UP …
prepare to come to Confession some time during
Lent in preparation for Easter. If you have not done
this before, speak to one of your clergy.
• LOOK UP …
never forget that Lent is a preparation for Easter, so
always look up to the Cross – and beyond it – to
Easter.

You might like to put your own Rule on paper, then
bring it to Mass on during Lent and, when the bread and
wine are brought to the altar at the Offertory, you can
imagine your Lent Rule being put on the altar as your
personal offering in this holy season, and there promise
to do your best to keep it. And there remember, too, as
Bishop Strong would want you to remember, in all the
challenges of Lent, and beyond: I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me because ‘God
shall supply all my needs.’ ND

The Rt Revd Roger Jupp is Superior-General of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament and served as the
Bishop of Popondota from 2003 to 2005.

Heir to all our united strength
and glory
Renowned historian and royal commentator Hugo Vickers reflects on the Accession of Her Majesty
Our Queen
It must have been an extraordinary way to become
Queen – at an undefined moment, on a man-made platform up a tree, watching the animals feed at the salt-lick
in Kenya. It would have been different had Princess
Elizabeth been at home at Clarence House, and called to
the telephone by her mother to be given the news from
Sandringham. In retrospect the sad photographs of a
drawn-looking George VI at London airport take on
added poignancy. He was watching the aeroplane depart, taking Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip on the
first leg of their Commonwealth tour. It must have occurred to both the King and his daughter, that they might
not see each other again. Yet no one knew the end would
come so soon, otherwise surely she would not have
gone.
The King died peacefully in his sleep sometime in
the early morning of 6 February 1952. We know that a
night watchman heard him open a window, and we
know that when his valet brought in his morning tea, he
could not wake him. He lay there peacefully in death.
Sometimes simple incidents take on import later.
Commander Michael Parker, Prince Philip’s equerry,
persuaded Princess Elizabeth to watch the sun rise. An
eagle hovered overhead and he was frightened it might
dive onto them: ‘I never thought about it until later but
that was roughly the time when the King died.’
And so the new Queen flew back to Britain and descended the steps of the plane – a monarch coming home
to claim her kingdom. She was met by her father’s Prime
Minister, Winston Churchill. It fell to him to address the
House of Commons on 11 February. Having paid tribute
to the late King, the Prime Minister turned to the new
Queen:
So far I have spoken of the past, but with the new
reign we must all feel our contact with the future. A
fair and youthful figure, princess, wife and mother
is heir to all our traditions and glories, never greater
than in her father’s day, and to all our perplexities
and dangers never greater in peace-time than now.
She is also heir to all our united strength and loyalty.
She comes to the Throne at a time when tormented
mankind stands uncertainly poised between world
catastrophe and the golden age.
That it should be a golden age of art and letters we
can only hope, science and machinery have their
other stories to tell, but it is certain that if a true and
lasting peace can be achieved, and if the nations will
only let each other alone, an immense and undreamed of prosperity, with culture and leisure ever

more widely spread, can come, perhaps, even easily
and swiftly, to the masses of the people in every
land.
Let us hope and pray that the accession to our ancient Throne of Queen Elizabeth II may be the signal for such a brightening salvation of the human
scene.
Clement Attlee replied: ‘In King George we have lost a
great King, and a very good man.’ He continued:
We turn to offer our loyal service to the young
Queen. She comes to the Throne with the good will
and affection of all her subjects. She takes up a
heavy burden, but I am confident that she will sustain it. It is our hope that Her Majesty may live long
and happily and that her reign may be as glorious as
that of her great predecessor, Queen Elizabeth I. Let
us hope we are witnessing the beginning of a new
Elizabethan Age no less renowned than the first. We
hope that Her Majesty the Queen and her Consort
may live long and prosperously and may see more
peaceful days than those which fell to the lot of His
late Majesty whose loss we mourn today.
I find those words incredibly moving and in so many
ways it has come to be. I appreciate that many continue
to live difficult lives. But I cannot think of another reign
in history that I would have preferred to live in under
any economic circumstances. In many ways it has been
a golden age. My generation has not had to go to war as
my parents did. We have been lucky to have had a steadfast Queen, who has striven for conciliation between
previously divided nations. She has worked tirelessly to
move things forward, to put aside the differences of the
past in quest of a better future. Her simple philosophy –
to do your best each day and say your prayers each night
– has served her well. She bestows an aura of stability
and she cares about us. ND
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Care in the Communion
Tom Woolford offers a note of caution on proposals for electing the next Archbishop of Canterbury

B

ack in early February, I had one of the greatest
honours of my life – as unexpected as it was
wonderful. A pen-pal with whom I exchange
regular news, encouragements, and requests for prayer
– a brother-priest in the Church of Uganda whom I met
some years ago at an international Anglican conference
– asked me to name his first-born child, a son. After
briefly consulting with a couple of friends with relevant
experience, I was delighted to accept this great honour.
I then successively resisted the temptation to name him
after myself, despite the fact that I could have concealed
this vanity under the pretence that it was because the
child was born on St Thomas Aquinas’s day.
I absolutely love the Anglican Communion. This
brother priest in Uganda is one of a number of brother
priests around the world with whom I communicate regularly and for whom I pray by name – from such
Provinces as Australia, Brazil, the US, the Gulf, and
even Wales. The Anglican Communion – a global family of churches of a reformed and catholic character,
bound together in love through a shared history, ministry, and liturgical heritage – is the Church of England’s
greatest gift to the world.
But the Anglican Communion is an accident of history. It was never the intention of Pope Gregory the
Great when he dispatched Augustine at the end of the
sixth century to found a new global Church. The English
Reformers in the sixteenth century did not conceive of
their efforts as resulting in a new ‘ism’ – Anglicanism –
they just intended to reform and renew the catholic
Church in England. Anglicanism and the Anglican
Communion are accidents of history: they exist because
‘stuff happened.’
I sincerely believe both are very happy accidents of
history. A lot of the stuff that happened – the evangelism
of whole people-groups, the courageous martyrdoms of
scores of lay and ordained missionaries, the establishment of a family of indigenously-led autocephalous
churches, the genesis of the Lambeth Conference – is
reason for joyful thanksgiving. I’m grateful to God for
very many aspects of how things have turned out.
But my concern with the proposed changes to the
Crown Nominations Commission for the See of Canterbury is that they make what seems like a pragmatic redress to an imbalance in how things are, without
sufficient theological reflection on how things ought to
be ecclesiologically.
Currently, the process for electing the Archbishop
of Canterbury is largely the same as the process for any
other diocesan See: a Crown Nominations Commission
comprising nine representatives of the national church
(other diocesan appointments have six) and six represen8 NEWuDIRECTIONS March 2022

Fr Tom Woolford with his Ugandan friend and
brother priest, Godfred Kermu Jalgoi.

tatives of the Diocese of Canterbury, plus one Primate
from an Anglican Communion province. The proposal
presented for consultation is to reduce the representation
from Canterbury from six to three members, and to increase the representation from the worldwide Communion from one to five. On the face of it, this makes a great
deal of sense: the Archbishop of Canterbury has a global
profile as an ‘instrument of Communion’ for the Anglican churches worldwide (the current incumbent thinks
a quarter of his time is spent on international Anglican
business). It seems, those who support making this
change argue, grossly ‘colonial’ for the English alone to
choose the leader of a church whose clear majority of
members are in the global south. Increasing Communion
representation from 1/16 to 5/17 is surely an appropriate,
pragmatic, proportionate solution.
A pragmatic solution it may be, but equally that
pragmatism has overshadowed entirely theological and
ecclesiological principles. Paragraph 17 in the consultation document is telling. It acknowledges that there is an
ecclesiological aspect to this matter – and then proceeds
to quote the creedal commitment for the Church to be
one, holy, Catholic and apostolic. But the claim of the
Church of England since the Reformation, as reflected
in the preface to the Declaration of Assent, is that the
Church of England is part of the one, holy, Catholic and
apostolic church – not that it is the one, holy, catholic
and apostolic church.

continued on page 31

Journeying Together
Chris Vipers introduces ‘For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission’

I

n October 2023, Bishops of the worldwide Catholic Church will gather in
Synod in Rome. The path towards this
Synod began in October 2021, in a worldwide invitation from Pope Francis to all the
faithful to reflect on a theme that is decisive
for its life and mission, the path of synodality. The Synod of Bishops Office in Rome
puts it boldly: “The Church of God is convoked in Synod”.
‘Synod’ is a rich word in Universal Church history,
and in our own island story (think Whitby, for one); its
meaning draws on the deepest themes of our faith. It
comes from two Greek words: ‘συν’ (with) and ‘όδός’
(path), and it indicates the path along which the People
of God walk together. The Road to Emmaus (Luke
24.13-35) is the path’s guiding light. ‘Synodality’ is the
process of ‘journeying together’, a way of being the
Church as envisaged by the Second Vatican Council (cf
Lumen Gentium 12), journeying forwards in mission, together in communion where everybody has a part to
play. Synodality ought to be expressed in the Church’s
ordinary way of living and working. (Vademecum for
the Synod on Synodality). The Holy Father has affirmed
this: A synodal Church is a Church which listens… the
faithful People, the College of Bishops, the Bishop of
Rome: all listening to each other, and all listening to the
Holy Spirit, and It is precisely this path of synodality
which God expects of the Church of the third millennium (on the 50th anniversary of the institution of the
Synod of Bishops by Pope St Paul VI).
This synodal journey is happening at a time of unprecedented global challenge. While the pandemic has
in so many ways exacerbated already existing inequalities, this global crisis has revived our sense that we are
all in the same boat, and that one person’s problems are
the problems of all (Vademecum). The Synod calls us in
this generation, as urged by the Second Vatican Council,
to ‘scrutinize the signs of the times and interpret them
in the light of the Gospel’ (cf Lumen Gentium 4). It is a
time of attentive listening, described by Pope Francis as
the ‘dynamism of mutual listening’; a ‘listening with the
heart’, as we hear each other speaking ‘from the heart’.
We listen to one another, including those on the margins
and those who have drifted away from the Church. We
listen to voices outside the Church, paying special attention to the cry of the poor and excluded, and the cry of
the exploited earth. Ultimately, all our listening leads to
personal and communal discernment, a sifting through
what we are hearing to detect the voice of the Spirit indicating the way ahead and forming a harmony in which
diversity is not divisive but enriching as we respond to
our common baptismal call to be missionary disciples.

In my own Diocese of Westminster, in
parishes, schools, colleges and universities,
young adult communities, social justice
and peace networks, LGBTQ+ communities, among those with learning disabilities,
our deaf community chaplaincy, in prisons,
in group and one-to-one conversations, and
in wider ecumenical and even inter-faith
listening events, we have shared our experience of travelling together in a time of
profound challenge and change, and our wider experience of journeying as the Church, alongside others journeying in the world. We have spoken and listened with
the conviction that each one, each voice, has something
to contribute and something to learn from others. We
have shared openly and honestly, not ideas or theories,
but our lived experience of Church life and mission –
the joys and sorrows, the hopes and fears, the successes
and failures. And as I write this I can report that the takeup has been mind-blowing, and the insights both humbling and inspiring. The course set at the outset – If
listening is the method, and discerning is the aim, then
participation is the path – is already bearing rich fruit,
and suggests bold, creative and fresh expressions to
come. This journey has only just begun.
I have to admit that when my own Bishop, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols, asked me to help steer the Synodal
Pathway in the Diocese of Westminster, my first thought
was to ask for a sabbatical! My experience of synodality
during my brief but beautiful time in Ministry in the Diocese of London, 1989 – 1996, was hardly likely to encourage me. It is only when I began to dig deep into the
Church’s understanding and lived experience of synodality, East and West, from the Acts of the Apostles
(described by Pope Francis as ‘the first and most important manual of ecclesiology’) onwards, that I could embrace this bracing and energizing moment and
movement of the Spirit in the life of our Church today,
a Church ever old and ever new. Exciting times to be a
Catholic!

The Synod… is intended to inspire people to dream
about the Church we are called to be, to make hopes
flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds, to
weave new and deeper relationships, to learn from
one another, to build bridges, to enlighten minds,
warm hearts and restore strength to our hands for
our common mission. ND
Fr Chris Vipers is a Roman Catholic priest in the City
of London and Director of the Diocese of Westminster’s
Agency for Evangelisation.
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Monty Python, Mount Sinai,
Mount Zion
Jonathan Baker maps temple theology by way of the Uxbridge Road

W

hen this parish was first established in 1872,
it would have been one of a number created
in response to the rapid urbanisation of this
part of London in the last third of the nineteenth century.
Before then, this would have been a rural neighbourhood, the name Shepherd’s Bush deriving – perhaps –
from a convenient resting place for those bringing in
their flocks and herds for sale at Smithfield Market; or
perhaps it was simply a nickname for a place of pasture
where flocks could safely graze. The creation of this
parish, then, a decisive act of mission (dread word!) – the
world was changing, urban
populations were growing,
and people needed the ministry of the parish church: a
place for the celebration of the
sacraments, for the preaching
of the word of God, served by
a parish priest, a pastor,
solemnly charged with the
cure of souls, with the wellbeing of two-legged sheep from
cradle to grave. The Declaration of Assent, a text much
younger than 150 years old, is
an appropriate one to call to
mind on an occasion such as
this. The Church of England
believes in and teaches the faith
uniquely revealed in the Holy
Scriptures and set forth in the
catholic creeds, which faith it is
called upon to proclaim afresh
in every generation. This is the reason why this and
every parish and parish church exist: to be a place where
the faith of the apostles can be handed on as it was received: not a new faith, but the unchanging faith presented with fresh energy, fresh vision, fresh
commitment, as the world changes and develops from
one generation to another.
Now one of the most notable moments in the history
of this parish occurred during its centenary year, its 100th
anniversary, in 1972. I refer of course to the episode of
Monty Python’s Flying Circus which was broadcast in
that year, and which features the fantastic sketch ‘The
Ascent of the North Face of the Uxbridge Road’. If you
don’t believe me or are too young to have been watching
Monty Python in 1972, it is still available on YouTube.
There you will see John Cleese playing the BBC presenter, interviewing Graham Chapman, in full climbing
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gear, emerging out of his tent and inching his way along
the kerbstones at the edge of the pavement, not very far
I’m sure from where we are sitting right now. I’m sure
if there is some parish fundraising required in the near
future, then recreating this daredevil enterprise, a sponsored ascent of the north face of the Uxbridge Road,
must be the right answer.
In case that you all think the poor bishop has lost his
sense, I do know that there are no mountains to climb in
this parish, and that the Uxbridge Road does not have a
north face. The readings do however mention at least
three mountains, two of which
form a pair, and it’s that pair of
mountains which I want us to
think about for a moment now.
One mountain, we’re told by
the writer to the Hebrews, is a
place of blazing fire, of gloom
which turns to darkness, of a
storm and of thunder; it is place
where a great voice – the voice of
God – speaks, but where everyone and everything must keep at
a distance: ‘If even a beast
touches the mountain, it shall be
stoned.’ That verse, which is in
the little bit of this passage from
Hebrews 12 which is left out
from the reading appointed for
this mass, is a quotation from another part of Scripture, from the
19th chapter of the Book of Exodus, and it gives us the clue as to
where this gloomy, fiery mountain is: it is Mount Sinai,
where, on the journey through the wilderness in search
of the Promised Land, God first called the people of Israel to meet him. It was a place a fear, it was a place not
to be approached and touched; it was a place in the
desert where God’s people could not stay and rest, where
they could not find their lasting home. Israel met God
there and God spoke, but Israel could not enter there into
God’s holiness. Their journey had to go on.
The second mountain in the pair is Mount Zion, the
more elevated ground in Jerusalem where, tradition
held, King Solomon’s temple had been built (though it
had long since vanished by the time the Letter to the Hebrews came to be written.) This mountain, this place,
therefore, stands not for a desert place, a place of journeying, but a place of homecoming, a place of rest. It is
a place where God dwells (as indeed he dwelt on Mount

Sinai) but where now, the people of God can assemble
in his presence, where all are called together, where each
is a first-born, with their names enrolled in the liturgy of
heaven, and where blood cries not for vengeance and
further death (as did the blood of Abel) but which speaks
rather of mercy and forgiveness.
Our reading from the First Book of Kings contains
a small part of King Solomon’s prayer of dedication at
that temple built on Mount Zion. The temple was built
to be nothing less than the dwelling place for God, it was
truly to be the house of God
and the gate of heaven. It was
designed to represent the
whole cosmos, the heavens
and the earth; and it was the
High Priest’s calling, suitably
vested, to move between the
outer precincts of the temple,
its outer courts and porchways, and its inner sanctum,
the Holy of Holies representing heaven itself. It was the
place of the daily rituals in
service of the forgiveness of
sins, the place where man would seek reconciliation
with God through the sacrificial offerings of the priests,
thousands of them, offerings of incense and cereal and
doves and pigeons and lambs, and supremely in the offering of the High Priest on the Day of Atonement who
took with him bull’s blood and goat’s blood into that
most holy place and sprinkled it upon the altar of the
Lord.
Our churches, this parish church and its predecessor
which was consecrated 150 years ago, stand in direct
succession to the temple dedicated by King Solomon on
Mount Zion in Jerusalem a thousand years before Christ.
They stand in direct succession, yes, but also of course
we understand that succession afresh, anew, in the light
of the Gospel, in the light of Him who is the way, the
truth and the life: Our Lord
Jesus Christ. This church is indeed the dwelling place of God,
because here Christ dwells;
Christ the true High Priest who
at his Incarnation crossed the
threshold, not from one part of
the temple building to another,
but from heaven above to earth
below, returning to the heavenly
realm at his Ascension, bearing
human nature to the dwelling
place of God. Christ dwells here
sacramentally, under the sign of
bread, reserved in the tabernacle
(the name of that earlier divine
dwelling place which preceded
the building of the Temple) which
sits on the altar behind me. And
here, at the altar, the Church – the
assembly of the first-born whose

names are enrolled in heaven – offers sacrifice: no
longer the sacrifice of bulls’ blood and goats’ blood, but
rather the sacrifice of Christ, the one whose blood shed
once for all upon the Cross indeed speaks of mercy not
vengeance, and which covers all our sins, that we may
indeed truly know reconciliation with our Lord and God.
I called Mount Zion a place of rest for the people of
Israel, a place of homecoming, in contrast to Mount
Sinai, the gloomy, fiery mountain where God spoke but
where the people could not stay, but from which they
had to journey on. In our
churches, in this church, we
are home; here, we might indeed stay and rest, rest in the
presence of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Yet as
Christian people on pilgrimage through this world, we
have to say that here is not our
final resting place. That is
only in the Jerusalem above,
the heavenly city, to which
this little Mount Zion, this
temple of the new covenant,
points. Yet here we do not look with unfulfilled longing
alone for the life of the heavenly Jerusalem. Here,
through the life of faith begun at our baptism and renewed through our constant participation in the offering
of the mass and in receiving Holy Communion, we
glimpse the life of that heavenly city, we have one foot
in heaven above. Around us, in that memorable phrase
of the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews, are ‘the millions of angels gathered for the festival,’ and our offering is united with those of all the faithful souls gone
before us in this parish over 150 years of Christian worship, witness and service.
Let us then rejoice to know Christ in this place:
Christ who, even as we look to the east in search of Him
who is the rising Sun is already coming to meet us. Let
us rejoice to make Him known to
all who live in this parish, no
longer grazing for sheep and a
resting place for shepherds, but
busy, vibrant, gloriously diverse,
full of joy and need. Let us thank
God for this parish which is, to
adapt the words of the poet
Francis Thompson, pitched between heaven and Shepherd’s
Bush. Amen. ND

This sermon was preached by
the Bishop of Fulham at the
Mass on Sunday 23 January
2022 to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the foundation of
the Parish of St Luke’s,
Uxbridge Road (Shepherd’s
Bush).
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A treasury of free wisdom
John-Francis Friendship introduces his new book exploring the wisdom offered to the world by the
Religious Life as it has been lived, and in particular by Anglicans
‘When you search for me, you will find me; if you
seek me with all your heart.’ Jeremiah 29.13

T

his is a book about a Life that has nurtured the
Church for almost two-thousand years yet is hidden from the view of many. At a time when
some believe the way to renew the church and make it
appealing is through adapting aspects of current Western
culture, there’s still a hunger and thirst for spiritual food
which Religious have offered for centuries.
Religious Life is custodian of a treasury of freely
available wisdom, and my primary purpose in writing
has been to show what it can teach all of us about the
essence of life in Christ. I’ve also had in mind those considering their call: too often ‘vocation’ is limited to
‘ministry’ yet from the time Anglican Orders re-appeared in the early 19th century until the turn of that century more than 10,000 women alone responded to the
call. Most were fired by the Oxford Movement which,
beginning in 1833, enabled the church – often in the face
of violent opposition – to recall its Catholic roots severed at the Reformation, not least those which aid sanctification.
Christian community comes in many forms and this
book is n0t intended to be a history of Religious Life nor
an introduction to every Anglican Order (although stories will be told).

What’s the point?
Many feel the brokenness of the world overwhelming
and some want to ’do’ something to address its problems. Religious share that sense but know they need,
first, to be rooted in God; that anything they ‘do’ must
be the consequence of that ever-deepening relationship.
Fr. Benson SSJE (1824-1915) said that it’s not a job or
being a particular kind of person but a calling by God to
God; a Life that ought to be one of the great means of
spiritual instruction for the Church – an outward and visible sign of what the Church is called to be. Through
their consecration, he said, Religious are yeast, reminders that we’re all called to be hidden with Christ in
God (Col. 3.3f); people who ‘tend a fire that cannot go
out’, in the words of a Carthusian.
We also need this Life because it witnesses to our
baptismal consecration and a church without Religious
may become ignorant of important aspects of that consecration. Rather than a social construct, the Church is
the sacramental expression of the mystery of God, and
behind whatever ministry an Order has its members –
first and foremost – are given to God as they say, with
Mary: ‘Let it be with me according to your word’.
We do not come into our Community principally to
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convert others, but rather with the desire, first of all,
to be converted ourselves. Then, if by God’s grace
we are converted to Him, He must use us in missionary work, or in any other way that He pleases … (Fr
Benson SSJE, Christian Progress)

Follow me
Like others, my teenage years were confusing, but Christ
was knocking on my heart asking to inhabit the whole
of me; his request was loving and peaceful and something awoke as I responded. For long I’d wanted to do
something for God and was considering ordination, but
here was a field containing treasure for which I was prepared to sell everything. … What Franciscans and others
show is something of the simplicity and joy, struggle and
beauty of life abandoned to God. We may not be asked,
as God asked one young man, to sell our possessions but
when, at the end of the Eucharist, ‘we offer (God) our
souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice’ we need to risk
meaning that and go into the world with a heart filled
with thankfulness and an awareness of Divine glory in
all things.
Seeking Wisdom
Religious Life needs directing and moulding by the wisdom of Jesus, Word of the Father, whom we’re to desire,
seek, and incarnate through our lives. We may have
taken this Life too lightly and need to wake-up to the
treasures it offers in earthen vessels. It may not sparkle
with the same allure as some aspects of the Church but
is its most precious gift and prophetic witness. Thankfully, some still realise this and know that the spirituality
which flows through it can refresh us at times when the
Church can feel a little lost, a little shallow – a little in
need of the ‘wisdom of the ages.’
At heart, it’s a way of expressing those baptismal
promises to die to sin, renounce evil and reject the devil.
Its wisdom is of value to all who want to respond to
God’s call, who recognise the need for that ‘metanoia’
– change of heart – which alone brings peace and joy as
we turn, again and again, to Christ, our Saviour and
Lord.
Religious Life is a function of witness and labour,
the total commitment of self, holding nothing back
in order to be the channel of God to the world.
Fr. Gilbert Shaw (talk to the Sisters of the Love of God)
ND

The Revd John-Francis Friendship spent 25 years as an
Anglican Franciscan friar and is the author of Enfolded
in Christ and The Mystery of Faith. His new book, What
do you Seek? (Canterbury Press) draws on the whole
breadth of monastic history and experience.

Mission to the marshes

C

Nigel Aston makes an impassioned plea for Catholics in the countryside

atholic mission and ministry initiatives tend to
be found in urban centres, often places of deprivation, hardship, and poverty, places where
our movement has ministered since it came out of Oxford into the parishes. And, among others, Bishop Philip
North has rightly and repeatedly reminded us of the priority that work should be accorded by the whole Church.
Without wishing to deny the importance of the
inner-city, I seek to flag up the importance of reaching
out to men and women who don’t live in cities, are likely
to live many miles from a Society parish, and have
drifted away from the Church for one reason or another.
Possibly because the banality of so much Anglican worship in village parishes offers them minimal spiritual refreshment, a parish priest (most likely house-for-duty)
who lives miles away and does not visit, or an unwelcoming congregation. And, in the 2020s, the vast majority of rural dwellers never go into a church anyway.
Across rural England there are, I would suggest, thousands of men and women of all ages and all classes who
have given up on the Church, who might respond positively to Catholic mission, whose goodwill is surely
worth cultivating, and who might bring something distinctive to our work. But if we are going to try and venture into this territory then we will have on occasion to
break out of what are at one and the same time our heartlands and our comfort zones – our parishes.
The missional challenge is always to raise the profile of the Society, meet the needs of exisiting Catholics,
and bring the riches of a sacramental faith to new ones.
So much has changed over the last generation or two.
Dioceses such as Exeter and Peterborough, York and
Salisbury, were once full of tractarian influenced
parishes, Prayer Book Catholic places as they were familiarly known. Such parishes have been picked off oneby-one since the 1990s (earlier in some cases), often after
nasty in-fighting that has acted as a deterrent to churchgoing. In Carlisle and Hereford dioceses there is currently nowhere of the original integrity; the situation is
barely any better in Newcastle or Salisbury. For myself,
if I want to communicate in such a parish then I must
drive approximately 30 miles in any compass direction
or find out where a Society might be on any given Sunday. What should I do in those cicrumstances? Drive,
just go with the flow in my village church (if it actually
has a Sunday service), join the Ordinariate, just become
a straight-up Roman Catholic, don’t go at all?
And this worshipping dilemma has been and is faced not
just by me but by hundreds of people of all ages up and
down the country stuck in rural parishes where the historic faith is barely taught and archdeacons and suffragan bishops behave as if there is just one integrity in the
Church of England. In my deanery there has never been
any attempt to have a teaching session on the ‘Five

Guiding Principles’ or the choices legally available to
parishes. That is surely the case in many of its counterparts nationally. We have here a serious practical pastoral problem that is the upshot of diocesan
high-handedness. Yet it could also be a mission opportunity.
For the countryside is back and it should be no less
a place of Catholic mission than the towns. Rural
poverty is real and presents its own problems but most
villages have a plentiful quota of comfortably off retireds looking for spiritual comfort and replenishment
as they age. And with ‘WFH’ professionals having
moved into smaller communities in big humbers, they
will not be coming into major urban centres on anything
like the same basis as before and are as much deserving
of what we can distinctively offer and the Gospel news
of salvation as city dwellers. We need to show that there
is an alternative to the Christianity-lite offered by so
many Anglican parishes in rural areas. This is at one and
the same time a work of reclamation and evangelisation,
‘planting’ the Society in rural areas, meeting the needs
of existing or ‘lapsed’ moderate Catholics in the Church
of England, trying to reveal the glories of our inheritance
to new Christians.
Time and resources are limited, of course, and the
Catholic Mission Network is surely right to take seriously the role that lay leaders can play within our movement (especially where we are scattered). But we also as
need to think harder at what we are offering now and
could offer better in the countryside. Models exist, and
‘mission priests’, venturing into rural areas with the
sacraments can be assured that they won’t have to hide
(in most dioceses at least!) in ‘priest holes’ like Elizabethan Jesuits ministering to the recusant community.
The successful model of the Edenham Regional House
in south Lincolnshire surely merits adoption in rural
areas in other dioceses. Other possibilities come to mind.
Could more use be made of churches vested in the
Churches Conservation Trust for services? Might our
Mission Network clergy offer occasional duty at parish
churches where the incumbent is not a Society member
but a person of goodwill genuinely committed to mutual
flourishing? Is there scope for trying harder to make sure
our clergy, young and old, are not discriminated against
when rural parishes are vacant, irrespective of whether
a ‘Letter of Request’ has been made by the PCC? Back
to my underlying point: the countryside should be seen
as no less a mission field than our towns and cities, and
a place where our ministry is largely missing because of
what can be an inflexible parish-based model. And what
we can offer should properly be seen not as competition,
but complimentarity, a witness to both the Catholic faith
and Anglican comprehensiveness. ND
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The Revised English Hymnal:
Month by Month
For March, Martin Draper selects two religious
community texts: ‘Enter our hearts, O holy
Lord’ and ‘With joy and by the Spirit led’

The English Hymnal, was not the first hymn book to
contain translations of the ancient Latin ‘Office Hymns’,
but it was the first major collection to include so many
of them and to designate them as such. Because its
sources were the hymns in the breviary in the offices of
first and second Vespers, Matins and Lauds, there were
actually more than most parishes needed. A degree of
rationalisation in 1986 resulted in limiting the number in
the New English Hymnal to two for the ‘seasons’ of the
Church’s year as well as the most frequently used ‘commons’ (such as Our Lady and the apostles), and one for
some most feast days.
The Revised English Hymnal has made fuller provision, restoring some ancient Latin texts which, even
when not designated as Office Hymns, can nevertheless
fulfil that function as well as being used outside the Divine Office in seasons where their objective, corporate
character is especially fitting.
In addition, a cycle for
every day of the week in ‘Ordinary time’ is provided, using a
mixture of well-known texts
and more modern compositions, often by members of Anglican and Roman Catholic
religious communities.
The provision for Lent has
been entirely rethought to reflect the fact that many parishes
have been resorting to large
numbers of ‘general hymns’,
presumably because they
thought that hymnals have not
been providing enough usable
material. The two texts given
below represent the contribution of the Anglican monastic
tradition. The first could be
used as an Office Hymn on
weekdays; the second is suitable for use during the first
days of Lent at any service or
for private devotion.
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ENTER our hearts, O holy Lord,
To break the bonds that bind us still;
Speak to us your forgiving word
That we may do your perfect will.
2 Renew in us your Spirit’s flame,
Burn every evil thought away;
That we may love your holy Name,
And freely run your joyful way.
3 We praise you, Father, for your Son,
And Spirit, all-consuming fire;
Eternal Godhead, three in one,
Surpassing all that we desire. Amen.
ORDER OF THE HOLY PARACLETE, WHITBY
The words of this hymn are based on a prayer by Eric
Milner-White, the writer of the ‘Bidding Prayer’ now
used at traditional Christmas Carol Services throughout
the world. He later became Dean of York, which is probably the connection with the sisters at Whitby.
The text links two Lenten
themes: the forgiveness of sins
and the renewal of our lives. Sin
is seen as bondage, something
which binds us and prevents us
from living lives of true freedom; the opposite of our instinctive tendency to think that
freedom consists of doing what
we like.
A wise priest once said that
‘forgiveness breaks the chain of
inevitability’ in that it stops one
thing leading to another because the deeds and thoughts
and omissions which make up
our sins have consequences.
Forgiveness cuts across all that,
breaking the chain of ‘one
things leads to another’ and enabling us to renew – in the sense
of begin again – God’s gift of
our lives.
The image of the purifying
fire of the Holy Spirit is seen as
getting to work at the very root
of sin, while it is still at the level

of our thoughts, ‘for the things which come out of a man
are what defile him’ (Mark 7. 15). As St Paul writes, it is
the law of the Spirit which sets us free from the law of
sin and death (cf Romans 8. 2) to live lives full of joy.
WITH joy and by the Spirit led
The Church of Christ seeks desert paths,
All else forgotten, God alone
To worship and to follow there.

Chrism Masses 2022
being celebrated by Society bishops

Bishop of Wakefield
- 11.30am on Wednesday 6 April at Lichfield
Cathedral
- 6pm on Sunday 10 April at S. Peter, Horbury
- 7pm on Tuesday 12 April at S. Aidan,
Sunderland
- 12pm on Wednesday 13 April at Ss. John
the
Evangelist & Mary Magdalene, Goldthorpe

2 There silence shall set free the will,
The heart to one desire restore,
There each restraint shall purify
And strengthen those who seek the Lord.
3 There bread from heaven shall sustain
And water from the rock be struck.
There shall his people hear his word,
The living God encounter there.
4 All praise to God who calls his Church
To make her exodus from sin,
That tested, fasting and prepared,
She may go up to keep the feast.

Bishop of Burnley
- 6pm on Sunday 10 April at S. Catherine,
Burnley
- 11.30am on Tuesday 12 April at Manchester
Cathedral

ST MARY’S ABBEY, WEST MALLING
The corporate nature of the Church infuses this text for
the beginning of Lent, which is a season celebrated first
and foremost in public liturgy. It isn’t primarily about
individuals ‘giving up’ something, nor about making a
resolution to spend more time in prayer, study and acts
of charity, valuable though those things are. From the
earliest days, the whole Church accompanied catechumens and penitents on their pilgrimage to Easter; they
were not just left leave to get on with it.
In the first two verses, the ‘desert path’ is that into
which Christ entered ‘led by the Spirit’ (Luke 4. 1) according to the Lucan account of the temptations we read
this year. It is God alone and not our ‘dearest idols’ that
the Church is to worship. Might we incorporate more silence into the liturgy during this solemn time, which
should be characterised by a deliberate and purifying
sense of restraint?
In verse 3 we are reminded that the desert is also that
of the people of the Exodus, in which gifts of God are
received in ‘bread from heaven’ and ‘water from the
rock’ and the living God ‘encountered’ in hearing his
word.
The last verse underlines again the corporate nature
of our Lenten pilgrimage. The whole Church is to make
an ‘exodus’ from sin, the whole Church (like Christ in
the wilderness) is to be tested, to fast, and to use Lent to
‘prepare’, as Christ did throughout his life, to go up to
Jerusalem and fulfil his and our destiny as ‘Christ our
Passover (who) is sacrificed for us’ (1 Corinthians 5. 7).
That is the feast we are to keep. How lovely it would be
if we were able to see the purpose of everything we do
this Lent as being so that we ‘may go up’ to it ourselves.

Bishop of Chichester
- 12pm on Monday 11 April at Bristol Cathedral
Bishop of Fulham
- 11am on Tuesday 12 April at S. Andrew,
Holborn
Bishop of Lewes
- 11.30am on Tuesday 12 April at Exeter
Cathedral
- 12pm on Wednesday 13 April at All Saints,
Hove
(N.B. for all clergy in the Diocese of Chichester)
Bishop of Richborough
- 11am on Saturday 9 April at Winchester
Cathedral
- 12pm on Monday 11 April at Chelmsford
Cathedral
- 12pm on Tuesday 12 April at Canterbury
Cathedral
- 12pm on Wednesday 13 April at S. Mary,
Walsingham
(N.B. 2.30pm Sprinkling & Benediction at the
Shrine of OLW please contact the Shrine to
book a light lunch at a cost of £6)

ND
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Walking with Jesus
John Gayford looks at how the Stations of the Cross help us to enter with devotion into the
sufferings of Our Lord

E

arly Christians of the first century went on Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, visited Jerusalem and
followed the supposed route that Jesus took on
his way to the cross. They would share this with others
when they returned home. But pilgrimage to the Holy
Land came to an abrupt end with the siege of Jerusalem
which fell to Saladin in 1187. Thereafter various crusades allowed selected pilgrims back from time to time
but the devotion had to take place in secret or at Dawn
to avoid friction between pilgrims and the local people.
Thus it was much simpler to have a domestic pilgrimage
back home. Those returning from a crusade wanted to
revive the memory and pass their devotion on to others.
Both St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) and St. Francis of Assisi (c.1181-1226) had
strong devotion to Stations of the
Cross. In 1217 St. Francis was
made custodian of the Holy Land
even while the Crusades were
continuing. This gave the Franciscans a special role in promoting devotion to the Stations of
the Cross and they saw it part of
their mission to promote the devotion, (which continued in the
catholic counter reformation of
the 16th and 17th centuries.) It was
not until 1490 that 14 became the
customary number of stations.
Up to then the number had varied from 5-30, with 7 becoming a
popular number often called “the
seven falls of Christ”. Pope Innocent XI in 1685 gave the Franciscans the right to establish Stations in church grounds
called ‘Calvaries’, popular in France but spreading to
other Catholic European countries. Pope Clement XII
gave the right to all Catholic Churches in 1732 with indulgences for the dead but still left the Franciscans in
charge to supervise it with the consent of the dioscesan
bishop. By the end of his life in 1751 the Franciscan St.
Leonard of Porto Maurizio had set up over 500 Stations
of the Cross including one in the Colosseum of Rome.
St. Alphonsus Liguori (1692-1787) adapted his version of
the Stations of the Cross for the Redemptionist Fathers.
It was a devotional version with meditations on the traditional 14 Stations, translated into modern languages
and still remains popular. Here the crucifixion of Jesus
is not blamed on the historical characters of the drama,
but on us as individual sinners. Thus at the first station
we hear: My loving Jesus, it was not Pilate; no, it was
16 NEWuDIRECTIONS March 2022

my sins that condemned you to die. We walk with Jesus
sharing his sufferings, and acknowledging the mental
pain of his mother Mary. All stations are marked with a
cross and it is this rather than the picture or tableau
which gives it official status.
Many different manuals have been assembled to
lead devotions of the Stations of the Cross with some
composers producing their own libretto. Others are by
famous people, including Popes and Anglican Bishops.
Manuals have pictures for each station some of which
may be reproductions of stations from famous cathedrals
and churches. Most are for private meditation. At the beginning there is an opening prayer which may state any
special intention and possibly guidance. We are reminded that this is a pilgrimage of
faith either private or in church
with other people. As each station
is announced, ‘We adore you O
Christ and praise you. Because by
your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world’ is repeated by
all. In public Stations of the Cross
there is a liturgy in which all may
join. A Cross and Acolytes may
lead the path perhaps with genuflection before each Station begins. Verses from the Stabat Mater
Dolorosa can be sung between
each station in Latin or English (At
the Cross her station keeping:
English Hymnal 97). Alternatively
other music can be used or there
can be dignified silence. Where
possible kneeling is recommended
at the twelfth station (where Jesus dies on the Cross). We
are helped to identify with the action of each scene depicted, by Biblical quotations or readings. Prayers and
poems can be added. The Way of the Cross is reflected
in each person’s life; complete with personal sorrows
but with hope in the loving Jesus who trod this sad path
for our redemption. There is growing enthusiasm for a
15th Station by ending this devotional exercise before the
Blessed Sacrament where the risen Lord is greeted. To
end with Christ buried in the tomb except on Good Friday does not leave us on a positive note. It would be a
serendipity if on special occasions – pilgrimage or on
retreat – Stations of the Cross ended and allowed time
for prayer and meditation before Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament is scheduled.
Devotion to the passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ is
a devotion of the Orthodox but their churches do not dis-

play Stations of the Cross. Lutherans often use the Stations of the Cross in a devotional book with pictures opposite prayers. In the Anglican Church the Stations of
the Cross is not an Anglo-Catholic monopoly. Some Anglicans would prefer to call this ‘Walking the way of the
Cross’ and there are booklets published, with pictures
often of the Biblical version of the Stations. Alternatively pictures can be hung up in church in Lent. Individual Methodists have found the Via Crucis a useful
spiritual meditation and have produced their own format
and created art to go with it which they want to share
with others.
Travelling the Way is not always communal and audible. Individuals may travel alone and I have heard
someone in an electric wheelchair, the only sound being the
motor of their chair between stations. There is still a demand for
Stations of the Cross on certain
occasions but the idea of having
this liturgy every week on a Friday may no longer be a reality.
Outdoor Stations of the Cross
are often a feature of a pilgrimage
where there are facilities. Stations
of the Cross should be more frequent in Lent, Holy Week and especially a feature of Good Friday
where there may be ecumenical
participation. In some countries
there may even be live enactment
of the tableaux. It is now possible
to sit in front of the computer and
be conducted round the Stations
with selected musical accompaniment.
Some of the traditional 14 Stations of the Cross stations are legendary not Biblical and are as follows: 1.
Christ condemned to death. 2. Christ receives the cross.
3. His first fall. 4. He meets his Mother. 5. Simon of
Cyrene is made to bear the cross. 6. Christ’s face is
wiped by Veronica. 7. His second fall. 8. He meets the
women of Jerusalem. 9. His third fall. 10. He is stripped
of his garments. 11. He is nailed to the cross. 12. Christ
dies on the cross. 13. His body is taken down from the
cross 14. His body is laid in the tomb. There is a proposed 15th station to demonstrate this is not the end by
the resurrection of Christ which follows.
There is a demand for Biblical Stations of the cross
and this format now has Papal approval and is as follows: 1. Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. 2. Jesus betrayed by Judas and arrested. 3. Jesus condemned by the
Sanhedrin. 4. Jesus is denied by Peter. 5. Jesus is judged
by Pilate. 6. Jesus scourged and crowned with thorns. 7.
Jesus takes up his cross. 8. Jesus is helped by Simon of
Cyrene to carry his cross. 9. Jesus meets the women of
Jerusalem. 10. Jesus is crucified. 11. Jesus promises the
kingdom of heaven to the repentant thief. 12. Jesus entrusts Mary and John to each other. 13. Jesus dies on the
cross. 14. Jesus is laid in the tomb. Again there may be
added a 15th Station; this devotion has become more

popular with recovery of understanding of the paschal
Mystery including the death of Christ with his resurrection.
Some images of the traditional Stations of the Cross
are skilfully carved in wood or cast in resin which may
be painted or bronzed. A wooden base or frame (which
can be quite elaborate) may be used to set off each station. More rarely there may be mosaic or stone carved
images. For small chapels a number of stations may be
grouped. There are wealthy donors, but there can be no
doubt many stations which adorn the naves of Churches
were lovingly given by groups of relatively poor subscribers. There are some famous Stations of the Cross
as in Westminster Cathedral carved in stone by Eric Gill,
completed and dedicated in 1918.
The personal life of Eric Gill produced controversy and petitions
to have them removed were submitted.
In 1879 Franz List wrote Via
Crucis as a choral work, while
Marcel Dupre in 1931 wrote a
musical meditation and Peter
Maxwell Davies in 1969 wrote
Vesalii Icones. These and other
works were not written to be performed during recitation of the
Stations of the Cross but as concert works.
By the later part of the 19th
century most Roman Catholic
churches had their walls adorned
with Stations of the Cross and
Anglo-Catholic churches were
following suite. When you enter a church and see Stations of the Cross on the walls of the nave, you know
this church is of a Catholic tradition. It is right to call the
praying of the Stations of the Cross a Sacramental of the
Church.
We each have our cross to carry in life and we can
pray to our loving redeemer to strengthen us in life’s sorrows, be they physical, psychological or spiritual. The
sun may not have risen in our life but Jesus has risen and
goes before us leading us to the heavenly city. We need
his guidance, strength and grace to follow. We pray that
each station will place us on the path to resurrection with
our Blessed Lord. Jesus by his holy Cross has redeemed
the world. ND
Suggested Further Reading
- Burnham, A. (Compiler) A Manual of Anglo-Catholic
Devotion. Canterbury Press. Norwich. 2001.
- Coterell, S., Gooder, P. and North, P. Walking the
Way of the Cross: Prayers and Reflections on the Biblical Stations of the Cross. Church House Publishing
London. 2019.
- Vincent, C. The Way of the Cross in Encyclopedia of
the Middle Ages edited by Vauchez, A. and translated
into English by Walford, A. James Clarke and Co.
Cambridge 2000.
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Christ is made the sure
foundation
Adam Gaunt recounts his brickie moment at Cleveland’s ironstone mining museum
As a parish priest I have
often found myself called
upon to undertake all manner
of tasks which I could never
have envisioned or prepared
for, and on Friday 28 January
2022 I found myself in such a
position.
As the Rector, I became a
trustee of our local museum
soon after taking up the post
in 2009. There has been a long
association between the church community and our local
museum ever since a local journalist named Tom
Leonard made a concerted effort to save something of the
industrial heritage of the Cleveland ironstone mining industry as it came to its conclusion in the early 1960s. One
of the first chairmen was a clergyman, and I have served
as Chairman of the Cleveland Ironstone Mining
Museum’s board of
trustees for a number of
years as we have worked
together to build a new
museum fit for the twentyfirst century and which
rightly celebrates the rich
iron and steel heritage of
Cleveland and Teesside.
The trustees’ vision is to
share and celebrate the
unique industrial heritage
of
Cleveland
with
the
widest
possible
audience and our new facilities will enable the visiting
public to engage with the fascinating and unique ironstone heritage of our Teesside.
The board of trustees has successfully received almost
two million pounds of investment funding from The National Lottery Heritage Fund, the Coastal Community
Fund, the Tees Valley Combined Authority, and Redcar
and Cleveland Borough Council, to construct and fit out
a bespoke new museum building. In August 2021 construction company Tolent were successfully awarded the
project to refurbish the old museum building and to construct the iconic new three-storey extension. The new
building will link to the historic buildings and make
the museum more accessible and inclusive for the visiting
public.
The redevelopment of the museum is also being supported by British Steel, whose Skinningrove plant pro18 NEWuDIRECTIONS March 2022

vides employment for the community. British Steel has donated the materials for the
heavy steel sections of the new
build, and with the steel frame
in place L&S Brickworks North
East has made great progress
with the facing brickwork.
Thus, on Friday 28 January,
I joined colleagues in laying a
brick as the construction of the
museum’s exciting new extension gains pace. Fortunately, I received a brief training
course from Luke Rayner and Simon Haley of L&S
Brickworks, and I was under the watchful eye of Tolent
Site Manager Graham Wood. I have to say it was wonderful to fulfil the ambition of laying a brick on such an
historic construction project such as this!
The museum’s trustees are delighted with the progress
being made on site and we are looking forward to seeing
the fruit of our labours when the museum reopens later
this year, until then the museum will continue to use
space in Saint Helen’s Parish Church Carlin How with
Skinningrove for temporary exhibitions and events. The
new museum is expected to open later this year and regular updates on the project can be found on the museum’s
excellent website landofiron.org.uk and on Facebook
(cimmuseum). ND

The Revd Adam Gaunt is the Rector of Loftus-in-Cleveland and Carlin How with Skinningrove in the Diocese
of York and Chairman of the Cleveland Ironstone Mining
Museum.
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hurch of the Holy Trinity,
Hempton. An intimate,
mystical and little known
church in North Norfolk. Pevsner
refers to two lost medieval churches
in the parish, but Holy Trinity is
redolent of its Tractarian origin in
architecture and continuing witness
to Catholic Faith and practice. The
less interesting 1850s building by J
H Hakewell was added to more
imaginatively in the 1950s, by JP
Chaplin’s westward extension,
using material from a bombed
church in Norwich. His nave-like
addition at right angles to the original Nave linked by a kind of chancel arch. We gather for the
inauguration of an Interim and additional ministry to be offered by
the Vicar of Walsingham, supported by those from a collegiate
circle of priests. From Chaplin’s
quirky and altogether out-of-proportion bell turret, this new mission
and ministry rang out over village
green and duck pond
Catholic Mission; a reminder
of Collegiate history and the ancient
Church of All Hallows, Mitton, in
the Blackburn Diocese. A ‘church
of the heart’ because the heart of St
Margaret Clitherow is thought to
have been placed there in the mausoleum of a noble family at the time
her martyred body is said to have
been secretly interred in nearby
Stydd Chapel. A ‘church of the
heart’ too, because collegiate
churches provided, and might yet
provide, a place of relationship and
mutual support among groups of
Priests to enable them to go out and
minister, in the love of Christ Jesus,
supporting the parishes and communities who otherwise might be
deprived of leadership, worship and
the sacraments
London for the Sacrament of
Confirmation at a Woodard Associate School. The church wrapped in
scaffolding; the interior furnished
with vibrant young people, eager to

u

Robert Ladds

support those of their number being
baptised and confirmed and, for the
first time in two years, have the opportunity to sing as part of their
worship experience. Having been a
‘singing school’ this a powerful expression of the truth that joining together in a holy place for communal
worship and active participation in
the sacraments is a fundamental
need of humanity and response to
faith.
There can be few places where
opportunity is given so bountifully
for relationship with, and ministry
in, a religious community, a shrine
and a parish church and benefice. In
this centenary year of the restoration of the Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham, it is potent to recall
that Shrine Prayers form an unbroken chain of worship at England’s
Nazareth. As the beads of the rosary
of the Blessed Virgin Mary are told,
the work of prayer and intercession
make real the truth and mystery of
the incarnation
Return to London. Only recently have meetings of the Executive and General Councils of the
Society of Mary replaced the remoteness of Zoom. A responsibility
and joy responding to young people
and others making pilgrimage to
shrines of Our Lady or to provide,
renew and revitalise local Shrines in
honour of Mary. In so doing, spread
devotion to her in reparation for
past neglect and misunderstanding
and in the cause of Christian unity.
Our Lady, Help of Christians, ora
pro nobis
The Church, it is said, has been

short of spiritual directors since the
13th century. And who would dare to
offer this ministry or to expose their
inadequacy in following in the way
of the spiritual giants of Catholic
spirituality? Yet, in trepidation and
trust in God’s grace and mercy,
some must venture to offer what
they can, praying that it might be a
sharing of a journey and not of mutual stumbling
The Chapel of Saint Joseph in
the Shrine Church is cell-like;
tomb-like. This, together with the
image of the Resurrection Christ
above the altar, whose banner declares ‘Resurrexit’, makes a potent
place at which to offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass. Thomas Merton
reflects on a wonderful and mysterious contradiction in the sacred
host: ‘There on the Altar, in the
midst of these various discrete
sounds, in the midst of the order
ruled by love of him, the Lord of all
things said nothing, but filled the
room with peace.’
In material terms, the bread of
the host could not be more representative of death. Through aeons,
thousands of species have gone to
extinction and even then, the germ
of life in the grain has been ground
to death and baked to lifelessness
that this bread might rest on the
altar.
The bread of death becomes the
bread of life. A complete parable of
life from death, but altogether the
more so! Not a parable but a reality
and truth. By the everyday miracle
of the Mass the Host is become the
Bread of Life; the Mass making
real the life, death, resurrection and
ascension of Christ. In so doing
makes active what God had done in
Christ; what he does in the present
and what will be done in eternal salvation. In Holy Communion is
shared a foretaste of heavenly union
of Christ and his bride, the Church.
And all this in the space of the
Chapel of Saint Joseph. ND
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arina Frolova-Walker is a
Cambridge Don and musicologist. She frequently
can be heard on Radio 3, notably on
Saturday mornings reviewing new
releases or contributing to Building
a Library on CD Review. She is also
currently Professor of Music at Gresham College and, as such is currently giving a series of lectures on
Music under Stalin. She is an attractive and engaging lecturer. The second of her series, delivered before
Christmas, was on Socialist Realism; one of the imperatives for composers under Stalin’s cultural r gime
and his apparatchiks. Professor Frolova-Walker said that “there is a lie at
the heart of Socialist Realism”. The
term was more about political and
cultural power than the music and
the label denigrated perfectly fine
compositions. Similar music as that
heard in Thirties USSR could be
heard elsewhere and did not attract
that label. She suggested that Socialist Realism should be forgotten as if
a bad dream. The lectures end with
music which illustrates the talk. This
recital was by undergraduates at
Cambridge University who played
the Trio for clarinet, violin and
piano, by Adam Khachaturian. It was
well-played but for the poor violinist
who was reading the score from his
iPad, the signal failed for a few minutes and the performance stalled.
One day we might stop the march of
the machines. Gresham College lectures are all available online.

u

The Sunday programme is often an
odd pot-pouri of quasi-religious
items, although usually worth hearing when Ed Stourton is in the chair.
One discussion on Artificial Intelligence caught my ear as I emerged
from slumber; not that I was much
the wiser after hearing it. Of the two
contributors, Dr Beth Singler (Cambridge) was fluent and clear. The
other interviewee, Dr Scott Midson,
a ‘theologian’ (Manchester), in a con-

tribution which came to a little over
three minutes, delivered himself of
the phrases sort of / kind of 34 times
and you know 15 times. A filler word
strike rate of about one every five
seconds. I may not have learned
much about AI but I learned enough
not to recommend anyone to read
theology at Manchester.

u

BBC News Channel: ‘Benjamin
Button’s ‘War Requiem’. To compound the uncorrected error, it introduced an item on Coventry as the
city of culture.

u

The westward expansion and development of London can be traced by
the dedication of its parish churches.
Especially those nestling under the
Fulham jurisdiction. All Saints’ Notting Hill (1861), St Michael and All
Angels, Ladbroke Grove and St
Matthew, Kensington Olympia (both
1871) and, celebrating its sesquicentenary this year, St Luke, Uxbridge
Road. The original Victorian church,
large but undistinguished, was
falling apart and was replaced by the
present brick building in the mid1970s. Externally, it still looks strikingly spruce. Internally the ingress of
water, an effect of a flat roof remains
unsolved. At the end of January, on
the Feast of Dedication, it began a
year of celebration to culminate on
St Luke’s Day in October. The congregational Mass setting was commissioned by the parish from Colin
Mawby in 2015. The setting allows
for a solo trumpet but, alas, the trumpeter succumbed to illness on the
day. A disappointment as there is
nothing like a trumpet to add a degree of swagger. The congregation
sang lustily and the motet Locus iste
by Anton Bruckner was sung by a
fine quartet. A larger choir gave a vivacious rendition of a Te Deum by
Mozart. The Mass was followed by
a generous and varied buffet. St
Luke’s was not in the AngloCatholic fold for much of its history
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but none would have guessed. A year
of celebration on the Uxbridge Road
is not to be missed.

u

Last month’s gripe about the Today
presenter Amol Rajan took me back
to those whom I most vividly remember on that ‘flagship’ programme. Although I would have
heard the legendary first presenter,
Jack de Mania, I have no memory of
him. He made mistakes galore but
was a benign presence on what was
a more variegated magazine programme and one less politically oriented or driven by current affairs.
Those seemed to come later. My
golden age would be the duopoly of
John Timpson (19 years) and Brian
Redhead (18). Different in temperament and approach but both fine
journalists. The programme after
Brian Redhead’s early death with its
series of moving tributes stays in the
memory. Some crass individual
complained that too much time had
been taken up with the memorials.
Not so. Robert Robinson was of the
same era but only served for three
years, yet still donnishly memorable.
Less well-known, perhaps, but nevertheless a very fine journalist and
broadcaster was Peter Hobday (13),
who brought an accessible financial
acumen to the programme. Sue MacGregor (18) and Edward Stourton
(10; see above) in their day seemed to
be the most unflappable and appeared to glide through the programmes. James Naughtie (21), less
so. He is a superb political and literary journalist but his questions could
seem to go on until the crack of
doom. There were more sub-clauses
per minute per question than a three
volume 18th century novel. It surprised me that his interviewees did
not nod off during his exposition.
Sarah Montague (17), was another
favourite, even when she annoyed.
And John Humphrys (at 32 years the
longest serving presenter) was as irritating as he was outstanding. ND
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Christopher Smith

L

ent is upon us again, and we
can sing ‘forty days and
forty nights’ publically and
lustily now, after the silence of last
year. And we can be together again
for a Lent course, or meet in other
ways to discuss and deepen our
faith. So here is a question to make
us think, and perhaps stimulate discussion, at the beginning of Lent:
What does it mean to be human?
We are living through a period
in which there seems to be an extraordinary loss of confidence in our
roles in relation to each other and
God’s wider creation, and in which
those who shout loudest seem to
have control of every debate about
the very question of what it means
to be human. But we AngloCatholics are used to challenging the
prevailing orthodoxy, and Lent
seems to me to be an appropriate
time for us to give these matters
some thought, because many of the
questions about what it means to be
human can only be answered in the
light of the Christian doctrine of creation and redemption. Not only did
God regard his creation and find it
‘good’; he also took the very human
nature he had given us in order to redeem it.
It might help us in our thinking
about what it means to be human if
we consider what we are not. As
Eric Mascall said in a book called
The Importance of Being Human
(1958), ‘many men and women are
not content to be the sort of beings
that God has made them, but try to
persuade themselves that they are
really beings of some different
kind.’ That may be ‘simply a superior grade of mammal’, explicable
entirely in terms of biology, or it
may be a belief that the body is nothing more than housing for the spirit.
The second belief may manifest itself in a view that the body is ‘either
a nuisance or a tool or a plaything

but is in any case something that the
human being has, not part of what he
is’.
If God has himself become man
in the Incarnation, human nature is
worthy of the utmost respect, even
if human reason has been weakened
by sin. And the fact of Ascension
Day reminds us that the body is not
merely a temporary covering, since
if the incarnate Lord has returned to
life again with his body transformed
but not discarded, it cannot be the
case that the material element in
human nature is either intrinsically
evil or irrelevant.

Do we really take the
words to heart and
live out what is
represented by the
liturgy of Ash
Wednesday?
And that’s why I am testing this
train of thought at the beginning of
Lent. The stuff of which we are created is tremendously important, and
we are made conscious of that as we
perform a powerful act of penance,
the imposition of ash on our heads.
It was one of many things which we
either lost or had to modify last year,
because of the ‘risky’ physicality of
the gesture. As Christians, we
should know the value of self-examination, contrition, and restitution.
And perhaps our break from normal
ashing has helped us avoid the danger that the ceremony, unique to the
beginning of Lent, is something that
we do on autopilot just because it’s
Ash Wednesday. Ashes are not put
on us in silence. The Church gives
us words, spoken by the priest but
applying just as much to him as to
anyone else: ‘Remember that you

are dust and to dust you shall return!
Repent and believe in the gospel!’
Do we really take that to heart, and
do we live out what is represented
by the liturgy of Ash Wednesday?
Lent helps us to have another go
at getting our spiritual disposition
right, so that we might live in a right
relationship with God. And that relationship is one of dependence, a
fact of which we should in no way
be ashamed. We are dependent, and
we are incomplete, however much
the modern world wants to promote
the idea of human self-sufficiency,
for to be incomplete is to depend on
God’s ‘incessant activation’ without
which we would cease to be. ‘To be
a finite being is to be essentially
open, open to the activity of God,
who, without annulling or withdrawing anything that he has given,
can always give more.’
So to be in a state of grace
‘means not just to be living with our
own life, though that itself is a pure
gift from God, but to be living with
God’s life’, so that we have as the
principle of our life and energy not
only ourselves but God. This finite
being can be the subject of divine
activity. ‘And that might well seem
to be both inconceivable and impossible, were it not that we ordinary
Christians enjoy an experience
which we can only adequately describe in that way.’ There’s something for the beginning of Lent: we
are living not just with our own life,
but with God’s too. For we are made
in the image of God, and ‘to be
made in God’s image is to be capable of possessing God’s life’.
Remember that we are dust, and
to dust we shall return. But remember too the ultimate and extraordinary end to which we aspire, not as
dust, but as redeemed human beings, glorious in the humanity God
has given us, because it has been
given us by God. ND
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TREASURE IN CLAY JARS

M

u

Festus

artyn Percy appears in
this column, then does a
deal with Christ Church,
Oxford. The claims have been settled and he will leave his £90,000-ayear role with a reported payoff of at
least £1.5m, which is quite a spoonful of sugar. Christ Church is unique
in being both an Oxford college and
a cathedral, with the former controlling assets of £600m. Both college
and dean have been a massive reputational risk to the university as well
as the diocese. Percy accused the
Anglican hierarchy of ‘systemic
autism’ last September and in November went on to depict his ‘persecution’ as akin to a Holocaust
victim; apologies were issued for
both of these.

u

His wife, Emma (the Rev Canon
Emma Percy), runs WATCH
(Women and the Church). Readers
may recall the intervention they
made over the See of Sheffield to
ensure its new bishop would ordain
women. The latest WATCH Report
(Developments in Women’s Ministry in 2021) notes ‘The two dioceses where the proportion of women
clergy is consistently decreasing are
Sheffield, from 30% in 2014 to 22%
in 2020; and Hereford’.

u

Jonathan Goodall (formerly +Ebbsfleet) will soon be reordained as RC
Parish Priestof St William of York,
Stanmore. We wish him and Sarah
well, but are they using Pickfords or
Bishop’s Move?

u

Sarah Beeny’s New Life in the
Country is the latest project from the
tv presenter and property developer,
combining each and she and her
husband construct their dream, neoGeorgian-style home in the Somerset countryside. Her agent is The
Soho Agency which also has on its
books one ‘Pat Allerton, Priest’ –
the Vicar of St Peter’s, Notting Hill,
who became known as ‘the portable
priest’ during lockdown for driving

around London streets playing
Amazing Grace and reciting prayers
through speakers, somewhat like the
bygone loudhailer method of politicians. The Old Etonian was renamed
‘Hot Priest’ by some media and his
Hampshire wedding last summer
was covered by the Tatler.

u

Wymondham Abbey in Norfolk is
one of the most beautiful parish
churches in the country. Back along
it even took the resolutions and was
recognisably Catholic. But time has
taken its toll and in 2017 the appointment of the Revd Catherine RelfPennington brought a different
regime. Complaints (37) of her ‘inappropriate behaviour’ were made
within months of her arrival, and
things haven’t improved. Last November the Bishop of Norwich, Graham Usher, published ‘a list of
damning recommendations’ for the
vicar and PCC, according to the
Eastern Daily Press. The parish has
responded with a 12-page rebuttal,
more apologia than apology. It
speaks of having ‘been harassed…
false allegations, delays and
threats…unremitting criticism of a
church community doing its best’.
Bishop Usher is singled out for particular mention: ‘unethical, immoral
and self-serving behaviour’ (so
much for canonical obedience). He
himself observed ‘the vicar has, unfortunately, alienated many…by her
authoritarian style [and refusal to]
accept any error.’ The diocesan
statement made it clear that a failure
to comply with the bishop’s directions could result in disciplinary action. Reports of no parish share
payments and funerals being refused
abound. The parish website’s slogan
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is ‘Spreading the love’. It advertises
‘Hygge for highschool aged people
– candles, peace, and chill…hang
out listen to music or chat in the
refec [sic]… space to draw or read,
or just stare out at the sheep…meditation offered if anyone wants to try
it’ and a photo with Jesus in a Buddha position offering ‘Centering
Presence; Peace & Light…going
deeply into peace and becoming enlightened…for seekers of the non
dual consciousness where all is love
[sic]’. We get the idea.

u

The ’Dutch Touch’ was first spoken
of in the 1930s with the Old Catholic
Bishop of Utrecht at the Bishop of
Kensington’s consecration, illustrating the Catholic validity of Anglican
Orders. ‘Archbishop and Bishops
present shall lay their hands upon
the head of the elected Bishop’
(BCP). But a new era and the consecration of the bishops of Barking,
Loughborough and Willesden in
January at St Paul’s Cathedral saw
Archbishop Welby lay one hand on
each head with the co-consecrators
(London and Worcester) each laying
a hand on the shoulders, as if to restrain them should they try making
a run for it.

u

Much publicity ensued when
Michael Nazir-Ali (former evangelical Bishop of Rochester) joined the
RCs in October. Much quieter was
the move of his stablemate Peter
Forster, formerly Bishop of Chester.
Now retired to Scotland, he was received late last year at an unknown
date and time. A curious development considering he was the first
CofE diocesan to appoint a woman
to an episcopal job (Libby Lane,
Stockport; 2014) and not known for
his support of PEVs.

u

Congratulations to former ND editor
Serenhedd James, now writing a
column for the Catholic Herald and
embodying even more the spirit of
ecumenism. Ut unum sint! ND

u

BOOKS ARTS CULTURE
u

u

u

ON THE CUSP: DAYS OF ’62
David Kynaston
Bloomsbury, 2021 £18.99
239pp, ISBN 978-1-5266-3201
Life is a series of forgotten moments. Not if you are the historian
David Kynaston in this the fourth
instalment of his history of postwar Britain. Under his omnibus
title Tales of a New Jerusalem, he has
chronicled Austerity Britain, 194551; Family Britain, 1951-57; Modernity Britain, 1957-62; and now he
comes to the point of transition, the
cusp year of 1962. Specifically June
to October in that year. The
mythology of the period is that the
crucial cultural shift in the postwar period occurred from the end
of the Lady Chatterly ban to the
Beatles first LP. It was a period
through which I lived, aged twelve,
and was blissfully ignorant of both.
From a wide and impressive
array of resources: many archive
holdings, Mass Observation, national and local newspapers, diaries
(published and unpublished) from
all sorts and conditions of diarists,
autobiographies, gazetteers, surveys, opinion polls and more,
David Kynaston serves a smorgasbord, offers a kaleidoscope, a cornucopia, a bran tub (apt epithets
abound) of events, tragic to comic,
Pontins to Parliament, Oxford High
Tables to the back streets and slums
of Glasgow and Rochdale, and
many stations in between. Similarly
with the dramatic personae from
high to low, rich to poor, bright to
dim, athletic to inert. There is an
abundance of piquant detail, a series of telling snapshots. As a mosaic is made of fragments, so is this
book.
Although a confirmed urbanite,
one of the most striking changes
that struck me was that of the topography of the countryside which

changed at an alarming rate. The
virtual
disappearance
of
hedgerows, the loss of heathland
and wild grassland, the appearance
of “huge and enervating” prairielike fields changed the rural landscape. These changes were
complemented by the mechanisation which saw the sharp decline of
old skills as husbandry experienced
technological change and its potential for greater output. Hoeing, harvesting,
reaping
by
hand,
ploughing by “treading the land”
yielded to tractors and combine
harvesters.
Mechanics
could
achieve in a day or two what gangs
of men and women took weeks.
One of the farm workers looked
mournfully and wistfully from his
retirement cottage over the fields
where he had laboured, which he
tended and ploughed.
Plenty of farming but not much
on faith or religion. Granted, Honest to God, the best-selling encouragement to doubt would not come
until 1963, though surely this weed
was already beginning to propagate
in the Days of ‘62. Other aspects of
social life, its industrial, economic,
demographic, cultural, and political
life are well observed. Although
painting and sculpture are not conspicuous (a glancing reference to
David Hockney), the surveys of

popular music, theatre, television,
and new writing, as they create and
chronicle the zeitgeist are invariably engaging and allusive. The
book begins and ends with the
Rolling Stones but it is the threnody
of the emergence of the Fab Four
from Liverpool, The Beatles, that
takes precedence as the most conspicuously emblematic of the times.
His extended consideration of
Commonwealth immigration, and
the consequent racial discrimination that scarred the era, is explicit
and has the power to shock. Yet,
sixty years later, there remain
strong and disturbing echoes of
those times. This is not a complacent book of a past over and done,
a foreign country then that is different now. The question which arises
is not how much the present is different from and better than the past
but, rather, how much is it, if not
the same, tragically similar? This is
not a book about that slippery and
contested subject progress. “What
is progress?’ asks the sceptical historian and is still waiting for an answer.
It is, in part, a book of vivid vignettes that illustrate matters beyond themselves. They can seem a
tad relentless, not least the list of
the “cast of thousands, largely unaware … that cultural tectonic
plates were about to shift and that
they would be part of the story”;
from Leo Abse to Harold Wilson.
However, one of the most affecting
is the account by Andrée Bokikto
whose daughter, Simone, was born
on Thursday, 27 September 1962.
Simone was born with deformities
resulting from thalidomide. “I just
cried and cried. But I prayed too: I
said to God, if she’s going to suffer,
take her now. Because I wanted her,
but not if she was going to have an
awful life.” Her husband, similarly
anxious, was persuaded that their
daughter would be fine, “she was
our baby, and things would work
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out.” Shortly after the birth a consultant warned her not to talk
about thalidomide. The author
rightly comments on this “heartbreaking (as well as revealing) account” which presaged a long and
ultimately successful campaign and
legal action to bring the drug companies to account.
Touching, in a different context, is his reference to and quotation from that most “humane” of
architectural critics, Iain Nairn. He
was sceptical about the post-war
generation of progressive architects
and their self-appointed task to create a New Jerusalem, which resulted in soulless and sinister boxes
in the sky. Nairn argued for “a complete reversal of architectural and
town planning theory”. That was
“the only hope of keeping the city
alive as an organism. It must renew
itself as naturally as the body does.
If that obscures someone’s tidy vision of how people live, then tant
pis”.
The attitude attacked by Nairn
also underpinned the philosophy of
the Pilkington Report on broadcasting, which opens the book. Its text
was substantially written by
Richard Hoggart, “some lecturer in
a provincial university” according
to Lord Kilmuir, then Lord Chancellor, as haut en bas as Hoggart’s
prose. Hoggart (a media don) was
a puritan with a moral soul and,
like most socialists, knew what was
best for people. He quoted, approvingly, the historian R. H. Tawney,
“Triviality is more dangerous to the
soul than wickedness”. Moral theologians may have something to
say about that but it underpinned
the ethos of public service broadcasting for many years. And now?
Circumspicere.
Historiographical
concerns
about whether or not there are watersheds or cusps, or if there is such
an entity as the “spirit of the age”
are not dispelled by this book but,
as the pointilliste portrait of a society in flux (as it ever is), there is
much here that is rewarding and
stimulating.
William Davage

SILVERVIEW
John Le Carré
Viking 2021
208 pp ISBN: 9780241550069
This is Le Carré’s posthumous publication, a thin volume, complete,
yet somehow unsatisfactory, as if
the author had left the typescript in
a drawer of his desk with good reason. Le Carré fans have to read it, if
only to hear the last gasp of the magician spy writer as he assembles
the final cast of unlikely characters
and superfluous adverbs for our escapist enjoyment. The hero of Silverview is not a spy, however, but a
lost soul called Julian, who is trying
to run a bookshop in a desolate seaside town in East Anglia where nobody reads. We first meet Julian as
he emerges from his shop in search
of breakfast, clutching to his throat
the velvet collars of a black overcoat left over from the City life he
had renounced two months previously. Not a good career move, Julian. Le Carré fans spot danger
whenever a character changes lanes
in life. Sure enough, in a dismal
clapboard shack on the beach, run,
we deduce, by a foreigner (“You
seat you anywhere! I come soon,
okay?”) Julian meets for a second
time his nemesis, Edward Avon
“with his air of perpetual motion,
being far too preoccupied with
hanging up his broad-brimmed
Homburg hat and adjusting his
dripping fawn raincoat over the
back of a chair – there was no mistaking the rebellious mop of white
hair or the unexpectedly delicate
fingers, as, with a defiant flourish,
they extracted a folded copy of the
Guardian newspaper from the recesses of the raincoat and flattened
it on the table before him.” Did you
know you were being followed, Julian? Surely your bookshop stocks
Le Carré’s works.
There is no mistaking that
in his old age the Master is slipping
into self-parody. No detail is too
specific to be spared repetition. The
Homburg turns up again on the
next page in the bookshop, hanging
on the Victorian hat stand, and sure
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enough Edward Avon soon sets off
into a storm “with wings of white
hair streaming from under his
Homburg.” The overload of descriptive detail, pinpoint accurate
in Le Carré’s earlier novels, appears
in Silverview as stage direction,
preparing us, perhaps, for the more
satisfactory Netflix version. In
print, Silverview’s reported speech,
drowning in detail, impedes the
reader.
Fear not, fans. We soon
leave the empty bookshop and are
plunged into more familiar territory: MI6 and their rogue agents,
run by the cut-throat maniacs we
know so well. “... the front door
opened to reveal a stalky, bespectacled man in his mid-fifties, with a
leftward lean to his body, and a long
beakish head tilted in semi-humorous enquiry.” This unofficial Middle East desk, bent on the ruin of
colleagues as well as nations, seems
to have everyone in the novel on
the payroll, including, at the end,
the unsuspecting Julian. Overlooking the author’s blatant use of coincidence, we discover that the
department operates 300 feet below
the ground in an abandoned
wartime base in East Anglia. Here
everybody speaks as if we are still
in the Cuban missile crisis. Yet in
this strange buried place, Le Carré’s
writing takes on an elegiac quality,
as if saying farewell to the world he
knew and had recreated for his
readers. A former agent describes
his return. “They were standing in
the hellhole, known to insiders as

the Hawk Sanctuary, and Proctor’s
ears were still popping from the descent. The same plywood conference table and school chairs. The
same giant television screen, dormant. The same row of blank computers. The same vile strip-lighting
overhead. The same imitation windows, wax flowers and blue sky. A
sense of a ship abandoned, slowly
sinking. A stench of decay, age, and
oil.”
At the close of the book,
the agents and their controllers assemble for a Secret Service funeral,
at which Julian, in his “City shoes”,
finds that he is a pallbearer. The undertaker addresses the group. “I
will commence with an admonition, gentlemen. Do not on any account touch the handles. If you
touch the handles, you will find
yourselves going home with them.”
Perhaps Silverview should not be
judged too harshly. Humour and
nostalgia help us past the wandering plot and inconclusive ending.
Silverview, by the way, is just the
name of the house where Edward
Avon lives. I can’t help thinking this
might have been a working title.
Netflix might consider something a
little more catchy, maybe Homburgs At Dawn.
Julian Browning

THE BRF BOOK OF 365 BIBLE
REFLECTIONS
Karen Laister & Olivia Warburton (Editors)
with contributions from BRF
Authors, supporters and wellwishers
BRF 2021 £14.99 416pp
ISBN 978 1 80039 100 0
A hundred years ago in January
1922 Revd Leslie Mannering of St
Matthew’s Brixton circulated his
first monthly leaflet of bible readings with commentaries ‘for the
purpose of deepening the life of
Prayer, Bible-reading and Holy
Communion in each one of us’. So
began what became the world-wide
movement we know as BRF, the
Bible Reading Fellowship. The
Centenary is being launched with

is well geared for flexible use as, for
examples, deciding to use it in a
season like Lent or to follow a three
month tour through Old and New
Testament or spend a fortnight on
what the Bible has to say to older
people. Each day has different
scripture and contributor and that
makes for ongoing freshness. There
is no word of God without power.
In this book BRF provides a variety
of insight from hundreds of co-authors into the transforming power
of the good news of Jesus Christ.
John Twisleton
publication of 365 bible reflections
written by different contributors including myself geared to energise
searching of scripture and submission of lives to the Word of God. As
Sally Welch writes, ‘we are not a
people of a book… we are children
of God… we follow a person, not a
page; the Word, not words’. The genius of BRF is its steering away
from both biblical literalism and
renegotiation of scripture to fit in
with contemporary thinking. ‘The
BRF book of 365 Bible Reflections’
is a series of windows to be opened
daily providing ‘light to our paths’
(Psalm 119:105). The variety of
readings and contributors are structured around celebrating the transformative power of scripture and
‘BRF’s long history of coming
alongside people at all stages of
faith, encouraging Bible reading
and everyday faith since 1922’. A
third of the commentaries are constituted from daily readings journeying through Old and New
Testament without Apocrypha. Another third journeys through the
Christian year from Advent to Pentecost. Shorter sections include
praying the Psalms, the Bible and
old age and a final section linked to
the marks of mission adopted by
the Anglican Communion: tell,
teach, tend, transform and treasure.
The theme of ‘Sharing the Story’
runs through the collection of one
page reflections which end appropriately with the invitation in Romans to listen more deeply to the
longings of creation and deepen environmental stewardship. The book

A PASSION FOR PLACES
England Through the Eyes of
John Betjeman
David Meara
Amberley Publishing 2021
ISBN 978-1-445687100
£ 14.99.
The year: 1971. The scene: Queens
Gate, South Kensington. 7 pm on a
summer evening. A parson and a
sidesman stand on the steps of
Saint Augustine’s church, waiting
for the congregation to arrive for
Evening Prayer at 7.30. Heading
south, a Mini draws to a stop outside the church and an elderly man
gets out. Approaching us, he says:
‘Do you mind if I have a look at
your Martin Travers reredos?’ and
disappears inside. Five minutes
later, he emerges, saying ‘Thanks
very much’; the Mini moves off towards Chelsea. That was John Betjeman [for it is he] doing what he
enjoyed most, church crawling,
formed by family holidays in Cornwall and early schooldays in Oxford.
This book, by a former London
archdeacon, isn’t just concerned
with churches. It chronicles Betjeman’s life, his formation at Oxford
and his clashes with C. S. Lewis and
Nikolaus Pevsner. On the other
hand he established lifelong friendships. For much of the time working with John Piper, Betjeman
launched the Shell Guides to the
English counties early in the 1930s;
these were written by them and
many of their friends to take advan-
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tage of the rise in pleasure motoring, being written and illustrated in
what was at the time an innovative
style.
The series continued to be produced up until 1984 and sometimes
contained some acerbic comments,
possibly the most memorable being
David Verey’s description of Llandrindod Wells in Mid Wales
(1960):- ‘Round every corner one
expects to find the sea: but there is
no sea, only rain.’ After his marriage to Penelope Chetwode in
1933 Betjeman moved to Berkshire
and combined work on the Shell
Guides with his other writing.
After the War, Betjeman was
briefly involved with the Murray’s
guides – to Berkshire and Buckinghamshire - before the Shell Guides
restarted, and beside his varied
writing also undertook broadcasting, initially on the radio (over 300
broadcasts in 1945-1978). As time
passed, Betjeman increasing moved
into television, making memorable
programmes that covered his enthusiasm, whether churches or the
railways, particularly those of London (Metroland). Of course, Betjeman was deeply involved in the
campaign to save St Pancras station, threatened at a time when
British Railways had a very negative
attitude towards its heritage and,
indeed, its services. It is fitting that
there is a statue of Betjeman in St
Pancras station now.
And then there are Betjeman’s
poems. He specialised in the understated, the ordinary church or Victorian architecture, and was a poet

of place. Several of his poems feature churches, perhaps most memorably in Lincolnshire, a county
that you do not automatically associate with Betjeman, whether the
encounter with the spectral mad
Rector of (the fictional) Speckleby
in ‘A Lincolnshire Tale’, or ‘A Lincolnshire Church’. Although the
Collected Poems does not say so, ‘A
Lincolnshire Church’ is based on
Betjeman’s visit to Saint Margaret’s
Huttoft; the Indian priest was the
Rev. Theophilus Caleb (vicar 194359), who is buried in the churchyard. As Henry Thorold told me
some forty years ago, it was written
as a ‘thank you’ to the mother of
Jack Yates, Thorold’s co-author of
the magnificent Shell Guide to Lincolnshire, who had put him up for
several days in Louth, on a visit to
the county.
Perhaps the best of his work for
the BBC is A Passion for Churches,
filmed in Norfolk in 1974. It celebrates both the county’s heritage of
buildings and also the life of the
Church of England in the diocese
of Norwich, whether it is Pauline
Plummer restoring the magnificent
roodscreen at Ranworth; the
Mother’s Union festival in Norwich
Cathedral; Fr. Fair saying Matins at
Flordon; a wedding at Lyng; the
church fête at South Raynham; or
the Rev. Gordon James editing the
parish magazine (‘Wensum Diary’)
in his new rectory at Weston
Longville.
And there is much more. Even
the Anglican Shrine at Walsingham
features, though the filming of Fr.
Michael Smith‘s Sunday Solemn
Mass at South Creake did not appear in the final version. With his
love of the work of Ninian Comper,
the last great architect of the Gothic
Revival (a point of friction with
Pevsner), Betjeman made sure that
the vast retablo at Wymondham
Abbey was included, and travelled
beyond the county boundary to
Lound In Suffolk (but still in the
diocese of Norwich) to film Comper’s ‘Golden Church’ there. Pictures of several Norfolk churches
feature in the text.
Like his writing on churches,
notably the Collins Guide to English
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Parish Churches, which reach an audience that Pevsner’s books cannot,
his poems speak to ordinary people. The author brings out Betjeman’s appeal, with plentiful
quotations and illustrations of the
subjects. It ends in Cornwall, where
Betjeman is buried, in a place close
to his heart.
Simon Cotton

ADDITIONAL LENT READING
FOR 2022
Two more titles for Lent this year
offer something for the literary and
something special for Passiontide,
from established authors with a
clear focus on spiritual growth.
Shakespeare is the driving force
behind Peter Graystone’s All’s Well
that Ends Well (Canterbury Press,
£12.99). The Bard was a Christian
of depth and dedication – this
much shines forth in his works – so
this companion by one of the theatre critics on the Church Times
meets the need for people of faith
who appreciate who the Shakespearean canon is both a map and
journey of faith. Subtitled ‘From
dust to Resurrection’ it takes readers through ‘40 days with Shakespeare’ quoting from the plays,
sonnets, and even his will. Each
chapter begins a quotation or passage, followed by some exploration
and analysis of its place and context
(including plot and character
where appropriate) and some spiritual reflection. This is not intended
to be a book for anyone flicking

through to find their favourite moment or lines to see what Graystone
makes of them, for it is sequential
and best sat with as compiled.
Graystone’s familiarity with the
complete works is impressive and
he writes with obvious affection.
But this is not Frank Kermode-style
literary analysis either. He offers
fluent and helpful disquisition on
what is going without getting
caught up in academic high
branches. The religious element at
the end of each one is short and
serves more as a stepping-off point
for group discussion or personal
meditation; no author-prescribed
theological reflection which may
trammel or translate. At first this
can seem like short-changing but as
it goes on the project comes together and makes sense. Lent must
be a time for personal exploration
and depth, the soul-searching and
heartwork which must out of necessity be bother personal and individual.
To
have
such
a
compendium of Shakespeare selections with articulate notes is helpful. It is also a happy reminder of
how three seminal texts (the Complete Works, the Book of Common
Prayer, and the King James Bible)
were all written within the space of
a generation, are conversant, and
beautiful examples of English on
page, designed to be read and declaimed, in public and private, for

good and for ill. All remain muchloved, used and applied today. The
frontispiece quotes from The Winter’s Tale: ‘It is required you do
awake your faith’. Graystone helps
us to do this admirably, seeing
things through the eyes of Shakespeare and his characters, and not
getting in the way himself.
Andrew Nunn is the social
media-mad Dean of Southwark and
his The Hour is Come: Passion in real
time (Canterbury Press, £12.99) begins on ‘Mothering Sunday, the
Fourth Sunday of Lent, with a reminder of those early days [in the
crib]’. It’s imaginative and also original. Each chapter (a thematic
stretch of horizon all the way to
Pentecost, although the consecutive days are from Palm Sunday to

Easter Monday) offers a scripture
passage, reflection and prayer.
Writing in the preface, Nunn says it
is ‘born of the desire to set the
events of the Passion into the context of the fast-paced, news-hungry,
hard reality of the city, to get the
pace of the story and the urgency of
the Gospels into our thinking’. The
real-time dimension is indeed a
striking one. For those who might
pause to consider what Our Lord
was doing during Holy Week at a
particular time or location, this volume gives that along with devotional content. So in the midst of
polishing, fetching flowers, folding
booklets and laying out vestments,
it takes us back to Jerusalem and
the specific particularity of Christ
in that place and that time, encouraging a different intimacy and identification.
‘Remember
above
everything that all this happened
for you, Jesus entered our real time
to enter your real time and bring
you to eternity,’ he states. It could
prove very useful for devotional
groups and activities during Passiontide. It’s certainly useful for
personal use and many preachers
will find the apposite, interesting
reflections to be of some value in
preparation for talks and homilies.
It helps us to bring Holy Week alive
in a welcome and novel way.
Simon Walsh

Are you interested in writing? Wanting to explore your journalistic side?
New Directions welcomes ideas
for articles. Not all can be
included but we are always happy
to receive pitches and
contributions.
Book reviewers and film critics
especially sought as we look to
expand this (review copies and
press tickets available).

Email nd.editor@forwardinfaith.com to find out more.
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EXHIBITION
Hogarth and Europe –
Uncovering City Life

Tate Britain, London
until 20th March, 2022

When this show opened it was
panned by The Guardian as too
woke. With the passage of time
should we think better of it? I
tried.
At their own estimation, the
curators confront, critique, challenge and reveal the work of
William Hogarth (1697-1764).
They set his work within a larger
history of social and cultural
change. In other words, Hogarth is
judged against today’s progressive
standards and found wanting.
‘Laddish’ is the word used to
describe him and that is as kind as
it gets from the cast of 18 commentators who have been employed by
the show for their opinions. Half of
them have a background in the
study of eighteenth century art.
Their strength lies in the unremitting case for the prosecution.
So we are told Hogarth caricatured the oppressed. In fact, he caricatured everybody. But the rich, it
is asserted, enjoyed being caricatured, so they don’t count. And
when we look at the sympathetic
picture of the heads of six of his
servants, it is said the work was
used to attract upper class money.
So even when Hogarth was being
progressive he was compromised.
And though the finest pictures on
show are of women and were
painted for women, little is made
of this. Instead, we are reminded
that Hogarth sold most of his pictures to men.
That is not to say Hogarth has
no case to answer. The strongest
and most persuasive criticism of
the painter is his treatment of
forced sex. This was to an extent
tolerated at the time (but only to
an extent) and was and is nasty.
The curators treat the before and
after paintings of forced sex in a
measured way.

To continue with the theme of
female sexuality, ‘The Lady’s Last
Stake’ is hung next to those pictures. The curators argue that ‘The
Lady’ shows a frank grasp of that
female sexuality and is something
women would be interested in. But
the picture might just be a Hogarthian rendition of ‘Diamonds are
a girl’s best friend.’ A more direct
take on female sexuality is that of
a serving girl with her black lover
in the print ‘Noon’. That combination of sex and race is more complex and more direct than we
might have expected in the eighteenth century.

William Hogarth: The Painter
and his Pug,1745 (Tate)

Still, we have to reckon that
Hogarth did not have a superhuman ability to transcend his time,
and his pictures wouldn’t have sold
if he’d had the sensibilities of the
twenty-first-century progressive
middle classes. He reflects an eighteenth-century England which was
often violent, inegalitarian and
brutish. Much money was made
from exploitation (not just of
slaves, this was the time of the
Highland Clearances) and used to
buy paintings. And, yes, Hogarth
was not a crude Little Englander.
He drew inspiration from the great
Chardin even while taking the
mickey out of the French – the curators treat ‘The Gate of Calais’ as
if they’d caught Nigel Farage eating
a croissant. But it is no secret that
Hogarth learnt from the best continental artists.
In the end, it is dispiriting to
have the shortcomings of the eighteenth century continually forced
on the visitor and in a way which
is often tendentious and fingerwagging. No wonder the show is
almost empty. Why go to an exhibition about a man and his art
which are so plainly disapproved
of by the people who have put it
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on?
Or, indeed, one which is incoherent, for it claims to be about
changes in painting in the great
cities of London, Paris, Amsterdam
and Venice. And there are a lot of
paintings and prints. But there is
no strong thread to relate these
riches. The only rule of thumb is
that Hogarth comes out badly of
any comparison. When we see a
picture of a Dutch officers’ mess,
the soldiers are well-behaved. Surprise, surprise: Hogarth’s service
personnel are generally drunk.
And when we look at one of Watteau’s charming semi-staged fêtes
there are no comments about the
lack of respect or financial reward
given to French actors and musicians, or assumptions about how
the fête could have been paid for.
By contrast, Hogarth can’t sit on a
chair without being castigated for
exploitation.
All of which is a disappointment because there is so much to
enjoy here. Hogarth’s street scenes
are full of life and energy compared
to his decorous European neighbours. Elegant eighteenth-century
French satire simply doesn’t pack
the punch of Hogarth’s dramatic,
clear-eyed mockery. Indeed, a more
interesting show would have followed the line of popular transgressive beauty which leads from
Hogarth to The Beano and Viz, via
Charles Dickens.
And then, what is culpably
missed by the commentators, Hogarth is a gorgeous painter. His fabrics and skin tones, the
juxtaposition of colours, the ability
to convey satire in a line of ink and
character with dabs of paint, all
these are life affirming. ‘Mrs Salter,’
one of his greatest works, is not a
beauty (most of his women aren’t)
but comely and recognisable. She
is framed in a deliberately old-fashioned oval and dressed simply. And
she rivals the Infantas of
Velázquez.
There is joy to be found in Tate
Britain, and it’s delivered by
William Hogarth. Go to the show
for the artist, not for the commentariat.
Owen Higgs

Poles apart: Arts & Crafts in prewar Poland
William Allen visits an exhibition of Polish aesthetics at the house of William Morris

M

łoda Polska! Such has London’s William
Morris Gallery lately proclaimed, in an unexpected new collaboration with Krakow’s National Museum; thus have they championed all that is
beloved of the Arts and Crafts movement in the art of a
‘Young Poland’ which lived, moved and had its being at
end of the long nineteenth century. The glory of these
Polish patriots—famous playwright Stanisław
Wyspiański among them—have had the appreciative
light of Morris name shone over them in the spirit of a
new awakening and the first major exhibition to explore
the decorative arts and architecture of this extraordinary
cultural movement that flourished through Poland’s invasion and occupation by foreign powers. The results are
splendidly artistic and minimally pessimistic, with vestiges of hope in the prayer ‘that all might be one’ for a
Europe nauseated by social differences.
Discovering history’s strange bedfellows has, of
course, become the zealous pre-occupation of not a few
curators and cultural historians in the present-day artistic
cursus. That is not to say it has met with uniform success.
Shining new light on old masters is a tricky—if not hazardous—enterprise which continues to generate considerable pique. The business of it winds up politicos,
disturbs the peace and, at worst, signals a tired, self-serving creative exercise, impinging uninvited on an array of
social quarters, whether religious, political or pedagogic.
Thankfully, this recent Anglo-Polish effort solidly
side-steps these all too dreary developments, bringing to
bear a fresh collection of art and artefacts seldom seen
outside of Central Europe—seldom has the steppe folklore of the Tati Mountains seemed nearer to the green and
pleasant land. The situation is helped tremendously by a
real and organic harmony between the Morrisian style
and the creative industry of a Polish nation nervously
turning the handle of the fin de si cle. Both possess that
political urgency which Morris later bled, not without
controversy, into his social activism, and which, too, fuelled the celebrated Wyspiański’s verse and Jan Matejko’s historicism on canvas.
The political idea does not overshadow the offering,
however. Instead, curators Julia Griffin and Andrzej
Szczerski have cleverly distilled their CAA short-listed
book on Young Poland (published, 2020) into a tangible
mesh of Polish and English modernism ascendant between 1890 and the Great War, synergising under the
bracket of a broadly, freshly conceived Arts and Crafts
movement. Morris and his ilk have often had their histories drawn in a closed, very British domain. Perhaps there

Karol Kłosowski, At Bobbin Lacemaking (Legend),
undated. Private collection. By descent from the
artist

is some stiff sense of honour in the Anglophile perception
of the man’s art which has made us loath to see it otherwise. This latest exhibition arrives with breezy delight all
the same. There is a joyful realization, after all, that an
iconic movement may have had a longer and more
loosely bound reign than first estimated. There is a subtle,
artistic thrill in beholding another twenty years, put otherwise, of healthy living to carry forth the best trappings
of what Morris typified over into Poland’s troubled, 20th
century straights.
Situating these works in the context of Morris’ family
home-come-Gallery at Water House, Walthamstow has
provided a favourable environment to escape the comfort
of the British stiff-upper lip—to indulge, for once, the
greater passion of the Polish soul. Wyspiański’s mural
paintings for the Franciscan Church in Krakow, for instance, can bank on an effortless merger with the happy
glut of upholstery and tracery which comprise the
gallery’s permanent, Morris exhibitions. There are countless and intriguing discoveries of this sort to be made;
critically, the curators have not suffered to be academic
or slow in their presentation, but bubbly and eclectic in
the context of Morris’ instant recognisability and enduring popularity.
A tenor of bubble and fizz is a remarkable victory of
pathos for an exhibition which delves deep into the tricky
territory of struggling artists in a Partitioned Poland. A
diversity in shape, size and object allows a kind of ‘iceberg’ eclecticism—beneath the aesthetic pleasure of
damask and design lurk the strong emotions and piety of
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a yearning, Catholic nation. Water House is a small
space, but the curators have filled it well with artefacts
ranging from Christmas decorations to the metalwork and
tapestries of the famed Kraków Workshops. Tipping the
iceberg reveals Griffin and Szczerski capable of tugging
at a viewer’s pathos for these young, impassioned artists.
Józef Mehoffer’s ‘Nature and Art’ (1901) magnifies the
Polish appeal to spiritual and prayerful resources during
a time of fomenting identity crisis—the aesthetic chord
of such works is pegged to the violent script of conflict
played out in a Poland divided and without sovereignty
for 123 years. Another focus has been on the Tatra Mountains. The indigenous customs and mythic properties of
the region, centered on the southern city of Zakopane, became an important anchor for Young Poland’s self-expression at the border of hostile occupation’s dark
frontier.
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Might there be a message here, after all, to sate the
thirst to find relevance? If needs must, perhaps this: that
cross-party efforts in the artistic world ought to be a
happy analogue and inspiration for spiritual and cultural
commitments in our religious and social institutions. It is
so easy to vitiate what diplomats call cordial relations,
but so terribly hard to repair them without the bedrock of
shared values—and this we know, for it is after a fashion
our basic Christianity. Młoda Polska with Morris, both
sturdy and self-defined, are in artistic splendour together,
while their unexpected union is a welcome meditation for
us now, amid a nervous shake-up in East-West relations.
That is to say nothing of the voices, ringing out today
more than ever, decrying the dark glass in our collective,
Christian life from the banks of Thames to Tiber.
Much—almost too much—remains to be done.
Meanwhile, the close association of style and form
between Młoda Polska and Morris deserves broadcast
and syndication into a much wider sphere. It especially
reminds us that true affinities are gorgeous when the curtains of history which conceal them are carefully, delicately drawn. ‘Have nothing’, Morris averred, ‘that you
do not know to be beautiful or believe to be useful’. Finding these words in the brush stroke of a Young Poland
becomes the palpable prod to our side, urging us to recall
an all-too Catholic commitment to reach out, support and
love our neighbours—Pole, or British, mingled together— in peril or woe, who are cut in all the best ways
from the same cloth. The prayer is there—and the fact of
the matter too—that we may be one after all, in the glory
of art’s array. ND

Young Poland: An Arts and Craft Movement (18901918) ran from October 2021 to January 2022 at the
William Morris Gallery, Forest Road, Walthamstow.
More information can be found at: youngpolandartsandcrafts.org.uk/exhibition/

continued from page 8
By making the Archbishop of Canterbury much more
of an international appointment, we risk claiming for that
office an ecclesiological global primacy in place of the
historical primacy of honour that See already enjoys. It
is formalising the primus aspect, and thereby subtly diluting the inter pares aspect of the role. It is making the
Primate of All England ever so slightly more into the Primate of All the World – and an appointment which we in
England will still control by a clear majority! Archbishop
Welby claims in the consultation document that only
about 5% of his work relates to the See of Canterbury. I
don’t doubt that that is the case, but should it be the case.
For the Archbishop of Canterbury to be primus inter
pares, he ought to be doing an essentially similar job to
his peers, acting as a diocesan bishop and provincial Primate: only then does his position as first among equals,
for historical reasons, remain credible and humble. If he
is elected in a special, international way, it can only be
because his office is fundamentally a special, international office. Is that what we want our Primate to be? His-

torically, it hasn’t been (he is the Primate of All England
only); theologically, it needn’t be (we do not require our
holy orders to flow from Canterbury in the way that
Roman orders must flow from Rome); and morally (if we
are uncomfortable with our colonial past), it shouldn’t be.
It is not yet clear that the ecclesiological implications
have been sufficiently considered. This important conversation ought surely to start with theology and then
come down to pragmatic suggestions; and start at the
level of the global Primates of the Communion, and then
come down to the English church to consider. I fear we
are starting with pragmatic suggestions we will scramble
to reverse-theologise afterwards, and starting in England
despite claiming for the See a global primacy. We are told
we need to seek a church that is simpler, humbler, and
bolder. Bolder, yes; but this change would make things
rather more complex, and (despite the very opposite intention), prouder. ND

The Revd Tom Woolford is the Vicar of New Longton
and a member of General Synod for the Diocese of
Blackburn.

Congratulations to Deacon Sarah
Gillard-Faulkner who was licensed as
Associate Minister at St Luke’s,
Holbrooks, on the Feast of Candlemas
by Archdeacon Sue Field. Sarah will
work with Fr Simon Oakes and Fr
David Bruce in addition to her prison
chaplaincy role.
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POEM

u

The Annunciation
Edwin Muir
The angel and the girl are met.
Earth was the only meeting place.
For the embodied never yet
Travelled beyond the shore of space.
The eternal spirits in freedom go.
See, they have come together, see,
While the destroying minutes flow,
Each reflects the other’s face
Till Heaven in hers and Earth in his
Shine steady there. He’s come to her
From far beyond the farthest star,
Feathered through time. Immediacy
Of strangest strangeness is the bliss
That from their limbs all movement takes.
Yet the increasing rapture brings
So great a wonder that it makes
Each feather tremble on his wings.

Outside the window footsteps fall
Into the ordinary day
And with the sun along the wall
Pursue their unreturning way
That was ordained in eternity.
Sound’s perpetual roundabout
Rolls its numbered octaves out
And hoarsely grinds its battered tune.
But through the endless afternoon
These neither speak nor movement make,
But stare into their deepening trance
As if their gaze would never break.

S

omewhat severe in tone, Edwin Muir (1887-1958) only truly came to be regarded as a poet during the last
decade of his life, when his book The Labyrinth was published in 1949. His work for the British Council
in Prague just after the war informed those poems and they remain an outstanding testament in English,
along with Orwell’s 1984, to that time and place along with Cold War culture. Born on a farm in Orkney, Muir
moved with his family to Glasgow aged 14 but within the space of a few years his father, two brothers, and mother
all died. Marrying in 1919 (‘the most fortunate event in my life’), he and his wife were the first to translate Kafka
for English readers. His religion dated from a 1939 experience in St Andrew’s and he saw Christianity as revolutionary, akin to socialism. Calm, conventional, even classical, often intense, his poetry can strike a neutral tone
yet breathes from spiritual depths.

Forward in Faith National Assembly
Saturday 28 May 2022 at St Alban, Holborn
12pm Sung Mass & Sermon
2pm Meeting & Presentations

1pm Buffet Lunch
Expected to conclude by 4pm

Invitations to be issued in late March
Subsidised cost of £10 per delegate
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u

TOUCHING PLACE

u

S JOHN BAPTIST, TIDESWELL, DERBYSHIRE

T

ideswell is the sort of large village that would once
have had the status of a small town. To get there you
traverse some splendid parts of the Peak District, and
are greeted by a large 14th century church in the Decorated
style, whose tower is distinguished by polygonal turrets and
pinnacles. Locally it is known as the Cathedral of the Peak District. Well, as we will see, it has its own bishop.
Inside it is spacious,
the kind of interior that
you associate with the 15th
century. The fine Victorian pews are fitted with
doors, and the church has
some excellent woodwork, both mediaeval and
dating from both the 19th
and 20th centuries. Among
the monuments, the one to
search out is up against the
north wall, a memorial
brass to Bishop Robert
Purseglove, a native who
returned here in retirement
to die in 1579 or 1580,
founding a grammar
school, which survived
until 1930. That tells only
part of the story. Purseglove was consecrated as a
suffragan Bishop of Hull in 1538 and remained in post through
all the changes under Henry, Edward and Mary until 1559,
when, along with all the Marian diocesan bishops except
Kitchen of Llandaff, he refused to take the oath of allegiance
to Elizabeth, and was forced to retire. No one knows what led
this precursor of the Vicar of Bray to take this principled step,
but perhaps the most remarkable thing of all is that his monumental brass depicts him fully vested in chasuble and mitre,
surely a thing unheard of in the Elizabethan Anglican church.
Was he free to do this in a secluded backwater? Did he sympathise with the local recusants? Here we must leave him, staring
up at the wooden 14th c. angels carved on the chancel roof.

Map Reference: SK152757
Simon Cotton
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parish directory

DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
(DN12 1AX) with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
Sundays 9.15am Edlington & 11.00am Hexthorpe. Normal
Weekday Masses: Tues Edlington 10am, Wed Hexthorpe
10.15am, Fri Edlington 7pm, Messy Church Edlington Mondays
during term time at 4.30pm. Other occasions see facebook
pages: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEdlington and
https://www.facebook.com/stjudeshexthorpe

BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am. Further details of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website:
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11 1QT)
“If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass 11am.
Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid
and S.Hilda. Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction (First Sunday of the Month) 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm,
Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm. Messy
Church every third Saturday 11.30am, Parish Priest: Canon Robert
McTeer SSC 01388 604152. www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
Curate Fr Edward Gunn 07485 756177
st.helen.curate@gmail.com

Youth and Community Worker 07485545278
communitysha@yahoo.com

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk
BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday Sung
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Feasts, Solemnities, Oﬃces, Benediction and Confessions as displayed on noticeboards. Parish priest:
Fr John Underhill 01205 362734
www.skirbeckstnicholas.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Solemn Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Solemn Evensong with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at 5.30pm
and the Rosary on Wednesdays at 5.00pm before Evening Prayer.
Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569; Parish oﬃce
01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com
BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne,
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Contact: Dean
Quinton, Churchwarden 01425 672601
deanquinton@hotmail.com

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A parish
of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Durham
City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and
Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city centre). Society Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers
and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Tuesday: Mass 18.00. Wednesday:
Mass 19.30. English Missal. Saturday: 18.30 Vigil Mass. For all
other services and information please contact the Parish Priest, Fr
Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(11am) Fr.Anthony Murley 01273 681341. St Barthlomew’s
(10.30am Solemn Mass)Fr.Ben Eadon 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s
(10.30am) 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am) 01 273 203231.
(Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)

BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednesday 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda
01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org Philip Goodfellow,
Churchwarden. 07733 111 800 phil@holynativity.org.uk
www.holynativity.org.uk

EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Said
Mass 9.00am Solemn Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass & Oﬃce. For details and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01323 722317
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA A Parish of the Society under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditionalists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am. Mass Tuesday & Friday
9.30am. Other Times from Fr David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday 10.30am
Sung Mass, Wednesday 9.30am Mass, Friday 9.30am Mass, Satur- David.burrows@leeds.anglican.org
day 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Parish in interregnum currently. Con- https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9987/
tact Len Brown 01689 827257. Website:
www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
BURGH-LE-MARSH Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24 Solemn Mass: Sunday at 10.30 am. Benediction with Exposition:
5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday at 6 pm. Weekday Masses: daily at 12 noon. Thursday: 11
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
am coﬀee/tea prior to Mass.Contact The Parish Priest 01303 680
time) On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
441 http://stpetersfolkestone.co.uk
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday e-mail: church@stpetersfolkestone.co.uk
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
very welcome. Church open daily from 9.00am- 5.00pm. Rector: GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II Church
by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under Bishop of
Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh.
Richborough. Sundays: Parish Mass 10am, Solemn Evensong and
PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email:
Benediction 6pm (Third Sunday). Contact telephone number
fatherterrysteele@gmail.com
07941894822
CARDIFF near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the Bishop
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass; Occasional Choral
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk
Evensong. www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk
CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episcopal
HARTLEPOOL
St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Society
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Miss
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Alison Cruickshank 01460 68779
Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Oﬃces and Confessions as diswww.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com
played. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme Buttery SSC 01 429 273201
CHESTERFIELD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday:
Sunday: Sung Parish Mass 10.30am, Low Mass: Wednesday HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
10.30am, S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, Der- Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
byshire, S42 5DB Sunday: Parish Mass 9am, Thursday: Low Mass Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and ceremo7.15pm, Contact: Fr. Geoﬀrey Borrowdale SSC 01246 232486
frgeoﬀrey@ stpaulshasland.com www.stpaulshasland.com nial sung to Merbecke. Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442 243258 email: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk
CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN A Society KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke’s, Gibbon Road (short
Parish. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce & Mass as diswalk from Kingston railway station) Sunday services: 8am Low Mass
played. Parish Priest: Rev Tom Brazier: 07799 217775
(English Missal), 10.30am Sung Mass (Western Rite), 5pm Evengreensidevicar@solo.net
song. Weekday services Tuesday to Friday 9am Mass. For further
COLCHESTER St.Barnabas Church, Abbot's Road, Old Heath, information phone Fr. Martin Hislop (Parish Oﬃce 020 8974
(Society/ FiF). Sunday Mass 10am (Sung). Monday 6pm, Tuesday 8079). Web page: www.stlukeskingston.uk
10am, Thursday 7pm, Holy Days 7.00pm. Check website for other LINCOLN All Saints, Monks Road. LN2 5JN. Society Parish
daily services
under the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sundays- Sung
www.stbarnabaschurcholdheath. wordpress.com
Mass 9.30am. Evening Prayer 6pm. Weekdays- Monday, WednesVicar Father Richard Tillbrook, SSC. 01206 797481
day, Saturday 8.30am; Thursday 7pm (Eucharistic Adoration from
fathercap@hotmail.com
6.15pm); Friday 10am. Vicar: Fr Paul Noble SSC- 01522 524319
DERBY St Anne's. Sunday Sung Mass 1115. For directions and www.allsaints-monksroad.com Facebook- All Saints Church,
details of weekday Masses and Choral Evensongs with Benedic- Monks Road
tion - see A Church Near You website. Fr Giles Orton SSC 07768
LOFTUS-IN-CLEVELAND St Leonard, Loftus & St Helen,
827101
Carlin How, situated on the North Yorkshire Coast.
DEVIZES St.Peter's, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire. Society of Sunday - Said Mass at Carlin How 9am and Family Mass at Loftus
10.30am. Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047. Email:
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the Episcopal care of the
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com Further details on our website:
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays
10.30am Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary. www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/loftusparish
Contact: Duty volunteer Tel: 0785269628
stpetersdevizes@outlook.com
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames Street
www.achurchnearyou.com/9679
(nearestTube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refreshDONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. [Midweek mass
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A
to change] Visitors very welcome. Website:
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. subject
www.stmtm@org.uk rector@stmtm.org.uk
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol- LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks , Wapping Lane.
lowed by coﬀee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
Nearest station is Wapping (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. A regMass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
istered parish of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda.
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
Sunday Masses: 9.15am (said) and 10.30am (Sung). Contact: Fr
fatherahoward@gmail.com
Jonathan Beswick SSC 0207 481 2985. For daily mass and oﬃce
times please see website. www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
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LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Weekdays: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple
Benediction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12
noon Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175 email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com

SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.
allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com

MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday: SNEINTON, NOTTINGHAM St Stephen’s with St
Mass 9.30am. St John the Evangelist Sunday Mass 11am. For Matthias. Services Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am. ContemLONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead, NW3 further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper 01642 824779
porary Worship Wednesday at 7pm. Rev John Blakeley Priest in
2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Parish Mass
Charge. Mobile 07368 697 292 Email john@ststephens.info
NORTH
YORK
MOORS
S.
Leonard,
Loftus
and
S.
Helen,
each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary David
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
SOUTHAMPTON, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner AvHoulding SSC
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am. Further details on our website enue A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care
LONDON Nw9 St Andrew’s, Kingsbury (Wembley Park tube www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you. Sunday Solemn
station then 83 bus (direction Golders Green) toTudor Gardens. ) A Soci- com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047 Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Churchety Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham . Sun- AdamGaunt@btinternet.com
warden 023 8067 1883
day: Sung Mass 10.30am, Thursday: Mass 10.00am – both
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART, ST JOHN THE EVANfollowed by refreshments. Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205 GELIST, wITH ST MARY THE VIRGIN. A Society Parish in SOUTH SHIELDS, St Michael and All Angels, South
Westoe, NE33 3PD. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org the See of Ebbsfleet St John, Sunday Mass 11am; St Mary,
Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Mass (BCP) 8am and Sung Mass
www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk
Sunday Mass 9.30am. Email:
11am. Evensong and Benediction, first Sunday of the month,
churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
5pm. Weekday Masses: Monday 9am, Tuesday 6pm and Thursday
www.
sacredheartplymouth.co.uk
Place. Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
11am (BCP). Contact Fr Mark Mawhinney SSC: 0191-454-8060
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
fathermarkmawhinney@gmail.com
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2 SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
10am. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020 7820 8050
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 6.30pm. St SavGrange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
frpaulensor@btconnect.com
iour PO2 8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass, Last Sunday of the
10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 6.30pm. Solemn Evensong
LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the and Benediction (last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional cere- and families, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
monial.
Fr
Benjamin
Weitzmann
SSC
02392439711
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
10am, Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
Fr.Michael Bailey - 0208 3294 8373 www.sswsml.com
PRESTON St George's, (PR1 2NP) - 'Preston's Hidden Gem'. STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Aﬃliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon. No
LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass. For Daily Masses see
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the
service, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am Parish Prayers online, Thur
website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC (01772 755125 or
episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung
11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions after any Mass by appoint11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat dacraven@hotmail.com) www.sgp.org.uk or
ment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr preston
10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before
https://www.facbook.com/stmaryandstchads
every Mass apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremo- READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
nial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The 9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the
Society. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Of- Bishop of Beverley. Weekday Masses: Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung fices (Mattins, Evensong & Compline) daily at 9am, 6pm and
1pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 7pm and Saturday 9.30am.
Parish Mass 10:30am. Choral Evensong (termtime) 6pm. Mass
9pm respectively) and Daily Mass (except Mondays, check web- Holy Rosary Monday 6pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by ap7.30pm. Wednesday: School mass (termtime) 9.15am; Choral
site for times). Regular study groups, see our website. Parish
pointment. Parish Oﬃce; Thursdays 6.00-6.45pm. Contact: Vicar
Evensong (termtime) 5.30pm. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed Priest Fr.David Harris 0118 957 2831.
Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485,
6.30pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabriel- www.sgilesreading.org.uk
farvad@sky.com
spimlico.com
REDDITCH St.Peter's Church, Crabbs Cross, Littlewoods,
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Redditch, B97 5NJ - Services: Sunday Sung Mass 10am, Thursday A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of BeverSouthwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, tra- Said Mass 10am. Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222
ley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
ditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
7pm. Weekdays Mass 10.30am Mon and Wed, 7.30pm Thurs,
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
7pm, Thur 12.30pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9.30am. Holy Hour: every Fri- Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and 7.30am Fri, 10.00am Sat. Rosary 7.15pm Thurs,6.15pm Sat. Con6pm. Sunday Mass 8am, 9.30am, 10:30am. Contact: Parish Oﬃce fessions 6.30pm Sat, or by appointment. Parish Priest: Beresford
day 5pm. Fr.Philip Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418. Email:
Skelton CMP SSC 0191 565 6318
01 424 447784 www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
www.saint-stephen.org.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
SUTTON
All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
can
be
found
in
St.
Martin’
s
Church
Street
just
over
the
inner
city
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
ring road. Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the care of the
tunnel. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Solemn Mass at 11am. Weekday
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am. For Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. For further inMasses: Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 19.30; Saturday at
formation please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
11.30. Rosary: Saturday 11am. Active SOLW Cell which organises further information about the Daily Oﬃce, weekday mass and
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
pilgrimage, social & fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr Philip confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
8642 4276
01722503123. Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
Kennedy CMP. Contact: 020 7228 5340
ascensionsw11@gmail.com
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish aﬃli- SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
LONDON Sw19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society Parish ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the Episopal under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark’s; 11am S. Luke's.
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 9.15am with reUnder the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
Daily mass as advertised. Contact 01793 538220
freshments
to
follow.
Evening
Prayer
and
Benediction
as
anSolemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
nounced. Weekday masses: Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce 020 8542
times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
5514 or see
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
frdavidstmart@gmail.com
https://allsaintschurchsouthwimbledon.com/
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy. Musical tradition. Sunday Servstsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
ices 8,10 & 6.30. Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar. See
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
website for full details of services and events holytrinitySEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM Parish of The Society in
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
taunton.org
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. S John, Seaham Harbour
SR7
7SA
(with
All
Saints
Deneside
&
S
Mary’s
SeaTIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Ofham) Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School. 9.30am Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
fice on 020 7388 3588 or email:
Sung Mass All Saints (9am 1st Sun )10am Sung Mass S Mary’s care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am. Durchaplain@forwardinfaith.com
(1st Sun). 5pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction S. John’s (2nd
ing the vacancy, please check times on 'A Church Near You' or
LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6pm & Thurs 12pm contact Churchwardens: Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
noon S John’s, Sat 10.30am S Mary’s. Confessions by arrange- Darby 07958 371611
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a ments with Priests. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496, Fr
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper. Sung Mass on the first and Chris Collins 0191 5817186.
second Sundays of the month. Please contact 07828661970 for
details and dates. wwwloundworship.co.uk
Continued on next page
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TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am
(St.Michael's), Evening Mass 4pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin
Ennis 01 384257888 frmennis@gmail.com, www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY Society parishes Deal St
Andrew 01843 654 102 , Folkestone St Peter 01303 680 441, Harbledown St Michael 01227 479377, Maidstone St Michael 01622
721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 654102, Rough Common
St.Gabriel 01227 479377

Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205
362734; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029;
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All
Saints (Kirton) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205 362734; Non-petitioning
parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas 711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble - 01 522 524319
wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
of Canterbury, Fr.Stephen Sheridan 01 244 399990; Congleton St
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644; Lower BroughtonThe AsParish Mass, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
cension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton
Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Leal SSC 01270 215151;
St Mark, Society Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of As632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644;
sisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Ken- Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr Tom Davis - 0161 681 4541;
9.45am and 11.15am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am,
Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr.Robert Eloﬀ - 01 942
rick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, vacant (conWed and Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern
673519; Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161
tact:Mr.Paul Nelson, Churchwarden 0151 6326623)
Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning
681 364; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman,
gem of a church beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, Resolution
SSC: 0121 556 5823 Visit us at
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ Church, Sociwww. saintfrancisfriarpark.com
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
ety, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624
wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
Andrew
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the Virgin
4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991;
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; RoyBishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and (Fr Roger Butcher 024 7638 2936).
ton
St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; SalOﬃce. For further information see our Website:
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, In Interregnum,
ford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk
contact: Sheila Cotton, 01 246 292538; Derby: St Anne, Parish
Swinton and Pendlebury St.Peter, St.Augustine, All Saints ,SociPriest Fr.Giles Orton SSC 01168 827101 frgilesorton@fastmail
wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Graham Road,Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
ety, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Au.fm
;
St
Bartholomew
and
St
Luke:
Fr.Leonard
Young
SSC
01
332
Parish of the Society under the pastoral care of the Bishop of
342806; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James: Fr Geof- gustine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Beverley. Sunday 10:30 AM Sung Mass. Evensong 6pm Third
frey
Borrowdale 01246 232 486; Long Eaton St Laurence & Ilkeston Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
Sunday. Tuesday 10am Low Mass. Traditional Church of England
Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
Holy
Trinity Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 0115
Parish in the Diocese of Chester, visitors always warmly wel9464060
fatherdlm@icloud.com
;
Staveley
St
John
Baptist
with
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
comed.
Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12709/
01 246 498603
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor vacant; Good Shepherd, Lake, and
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewswestkirby/
St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, vacant; Portsmouth: The AscenwESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes: Abbotsion, North End, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco- sham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All Holy Spirit, Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St SavSaints,
Fr
P.Jones
01803
323002;
Barnstaple
St
Peter,
Fr
D
pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
iour, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Tue and Thur).
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934 204217
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934 415379
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr.B.Rabjohns 01392 677150; Great Tor- Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Vacancywww.allsaintswsm.org
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Churchwarden - 01 805 623328; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacancy Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
01566 784008; Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Fr.N.Debney 01 10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays: Morning
626 681259; Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St
Gravesend, Perry Street, All Saints, Sung Mass 10am; Higham St
Prayer 9.15am, Sung Mass 10am (creche and Sunday school
Boniface Fr.N Knox - 01 803 551866; Plymouth St Peter and the John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass,
from 9.30am), Evensong and Benediction 5pm (BST) or 4pm
Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007; Plymouth Mission Com- 10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass;
(GMT). For daily service times see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or munity of Our Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Honicknowle, St
all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 020 8311 6307
ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or
Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey 01752 773874;
stpweymouth@gmail.com
Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission Community Parishes St John the FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS Society Parishes Bedford St
Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Martin, Fr.Norwood 07886 276467; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr BurwINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
ton 020 8950 1424; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr.Brown
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass Mount Gould, Vacancy - Church answer-phone 01 752 664191;
07867 494688; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
Plymouth Discovery Mission Community, St Bartholomew, De10.30am. Weekday Said Mass : Thur 12 noon. Contact: Churchvonport & St Mark, Ford Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Plymouth St 583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)
warden: John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: oﬃce@holytriniGabriel, Peverell Park Churchwarden 077528 51525; Torquay St
tywinches ter.co.uk
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Martin, Vacancy 01 803 327223; Torquay St Marychurch
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Fr.R.Carlton - 07554 496816; Torquay St John with Torre All
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am [1st Sunday], Sung or High Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45amMass 5.30pm, Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Feast Days are observed on the Day. Visitors to this beautiful medieval church are DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.
Augustine, vacant, contact 07956 957980, Hawley Holy Trinity
always welcome; the church is normally open during daylight
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further
hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
contact details and details of all activities, events etc in both
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society parishes, visit the church web sites
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk
Edlington St John the Baptist, vacant; Goldthorpe SS John and
of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00 am Weekdays:
and www.parishofhawley.org.uk
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk Contact: Fr
LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
vacant; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St
Harri Williams SSC, 01328 821316
AND THE DALES Belle Isle & Hunslet St John and St BarnPeter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant;
abas, Sunday Mass 11am, Vicar: Fr.Chris Buckley CMP 07858
Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr. Morrison 01 709 582321;
427796; Cross Green St Hilda, Sunday Mass 0930 Vicar: Fr.Darren Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 07530921952; New Bentley Ss Philip
Percival SSC 07960 555609; Harehills St Wilfrid, vacant: contact
and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr
Lynne Dransfield [Churchwarden] tel: 0113 2730323
Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft:
St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss
FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville
Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheﬃeld:
Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks,
St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr RyderFr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; St Mary de Castro, Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116
West 0114 2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles
240 2215; St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres
0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142
Monsell, Fr.Andrew Lee 07870 885705 Huncote, Fr.Andrew Lee
665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact
07870 885705; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
clergy for Mass times, etc)
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly
0116 240 2215
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM Society Parishes KingDIOCESE of TRURO - Bishop of Ebbsfleet's Representative
standing St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
Fr.C.Epps FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, vacant,
FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
contact Miss B.A.Meade, 01 326 212865; TRURO: St. George, Con0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark & Saltley St Saviour*
tact Fr. C. Epps – 01 872 278595
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
0121 328 9855
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The Society's weekly pewsheets
The Society's weekly pewsheets are now available free of charge to all parishes registered
with The Society. The pewsheets will be provided on email. For further details, please
contact Louisa Thomas via admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com

STEPHEN BELLION
Formerly

HOWELL & BELLION

CHURCH ART RESTORATION
CONSERVATION : DECORATION : GILDING
2 Longford Place Pennington
Lymington Hampshire SO418FS

Website : stephenbellionchurchart.com.uk
Email : stephenbellion@yahoo.com
Telephone : 01590 671733 Mobile: 07706347577

PUGIN ITEMS
Thurible c 1855 Aw Pugin 9 " in
silver plate with the famous rope
twist Pugin hallmark on every
link of the chains from the convent of the Sisters of Mercy in
Birmingham.
Exposition gilt bronze standing Monstrance 31" Ew Pugin c
1865: very splendid, with fine
rope twist ornamentation.,ex
Middlesborough RC Cathedral.
Both in good condition.
Bought as found. Buyer collects.
Substantial offers sought. Pictures available 0208 844 0457
Heathrow area.

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good
and sufficient discharge to my Executor.

or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of
Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.
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For Andrew Gray, the solution to homelessness is within our reach

n a world of bad news, it is easy to forget that good
can emerge from evil. In 2015, on my way to Mass
one Sunday, I came across memorial flowers to a
homeless man beaten to death in a subway beneath the
Norwich ring road. Eighteen months later, on a bitter
winter’s evening, I was walking towards Trafalgar
Square when I encountered a paramedic scribbling notes
as he stood over the body of a homeless man. People
drifted by, oblivious that a soul had departed this life
from a dirty city pavement.
It was these events which spurred me into persuading General Synod to set up a Homeless Task Force, in
order to bring practical support to existing organisations
to tackle this evil, ‘overcoming it with good’ to paraphrase St Paul. In February 2019, Synod unanimously
endorsed the call. To avoid the grind of Church bureaucracy it was agreed that the Mission and Public Affairs
Council would sit as the Task Force so we could begin
immediately. In Summer 2019 we convened a meeting
of homeless charities at Church House to find out what
would help them most. The answer was unequivocal and
unanimous: housing. Churches were already running
plenty of night shelters, but longer-term solutions were
desperately needed.
Then Covid struck. The Government announced the
‘Everyone In’ scheme and discovered that the number
of rough sleepers in the UK amounted to 37,000, well beyond the 6,000 ‘official’ count and much closer to the estimates provided by homeless charities. ’Everyone In’
no longer functions, and what has happened to the
homeless? It is currently a statistical tennis game being
played out in the media. The Government claims 26,000
have been moved into accommodation, a number refuted by homeless charity Shelter which believes only
one in four have found permanent housing.
What remains undisputed is that the number of
rough sleepers was far higher than thought, a figure now
compounded by the arrival of Afghan refugees. The UK
took in 37,000 refugees (coincidentally the same number), with most now housed in hotels at a cost of £4.7m
per day. The Home Office pays a further £3.5m a day for
other asylum seekers, since there is no adequate accommodation for them. And that’s before we count the
280,000 long-term homeless in unsuitable accommodation.
The problem has grown larger, but tackling daunting
challenges lies at the heart of the scriptures. Jesus tells
us that if we have faith like a mustard seed, mountains
can be moved and ‘nothing will be impossible for you.’
How has the Church responded? During Covid, the
Homeless Task Force devoted considerable time exploring funding models and sourcing expertise to pave the
way for housing provision. I have liaised closely with
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Housing Initiative,
which was established in the wake of the Grenfell Tower
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fire. Their remit is broader than ours, but we have common cause.
In theory, the Church could put a massive dent in
the number of people who are without homes. It has land
and can borrow money very cheaply. This is a golden
opportunity. Instead of selling land, we can develop it
and meet a social need while generating revenue.
Unfortunately, both the Task Force and the Housing
Initiative have encountered common obstacles. When it
comes to property, the Church has a poor track record.
Parishes with long memories recall glebe being appropriated under the 1976 Endowments and Glebe Measure,
and since then much of it has been squandered. Diocesan
staff often confine their energies to managing clergy
housing. It’s much easier to flog assets for short-term
capital gain than worry about what happens in ten years,
especially if it covers that increasing parish share shortfall. But neither does that help the vulnerable – it simply
sells the family silver to keep subsidising a failing
model.
St James reminds us ‘the testing of your faith produces perseverance’ and I have had to remind myself of
this numerous times, especially when some Diocesan responses have been scandalous, including “Why should
we do this? It’s the Government’s job…We have to consider the risk to the Diocese’s reputation…Homeless
charities should be taking the lead on this.”
The Catholic movement was once in the vanguard
of building the Kingdom in the slums of England and
must not fall guilty of the same inertia. Is using the
church hall once a week for coffee after Mass more beneficial to the poor than turning it into flats for the homeless? Does it best further God’s kingdom to sell land
vacated by religious orders to commercial developers –
or is there an alternative? The choice is rarely a stark dichotomy between money and charity. There are plenty
of win-win models.
Happily there are signs of a cultural shift in parts of
the Church. Plans are afoot to set up a new company
which would provide the money, expertise and capacity
to dioceses, helping them provide housing and generate
income. This can only happen with backing from the
Church Commissioners, but we have begun conversations and prospects are exciting. We could house thousands of people in need, provide significant
improvements to the church’s funding crisis, and help
grow mission.
And this we must do, because once we set aside the
statistics and the Excel spreadsheets, we are commanded
to put faith into action. ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.’ ND
Andrew Gray, a lay member General Synod for St
Edmundsbury & Ipswich, sits on the C of E’s Mission
and Public Affairs Council and leads on homelessness.

Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS

is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *

To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
UK: £30
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
By TELEPHONE ONLy - MONDAy, WEDNESDAy OR THURSDAy, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)
* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£22.50 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£45 for 2 months
£45 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 386684
email silver43mike@gmail.com

u

GHOSTLY COUNSELu
Andy Hawes

Spiritual imagination
‘He has scattered the
proud in the imagination
of their hearts.’ The
imagination is perhaps
the most distinctive and
powerful aspect of the
human psyche. Humanity, created as an image of
God out of divine imagining, mirrors God’s capacity to envision and
create. Imagination is the
exploration of possibilities: memory, will, physical senses, emotion,
and reason ferment both creative
and destructive possibilities.
It can be fired up by any outside
stimuli, or bubble up from some
unknown region of the mind. It is
though the physical image, be it 2D
or 3D, that can trigger vivid creativity. In a religious context there
has always been controversy about
the use of image in the practice of
religion and prayer. There are two
extremes: either a search for simplicity in environment, or richness
in visual media to arouse the mind
and the emotion. It is indeed hard
to find a balance, and each person
will have a preference.
It was Eve’s ‘seeing’ the fruit
of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil that opened up her
imagination to contemplate the
possibilities of being like God
(Genesis 3). The eye is the window
of the soul and the imagination is
its greatest friend and enemy. We
must be vigilant in guarding our
eyes in order to guard our spiritual
life from many dangers and temptations. It is perhaps the most testing challenge to a healthy spiritual
life in the image-dominated culture
of our time.
Conversely, the imagination is
a great source of light and strength

in the practice of mental
prayer. It was the genius
of St Ignatius Loyola to
synthesise so many wellknown techniques in
mental prayer and weave
in the use of imagination.
In his Exercises, the use
of imagination is sanctified by prayerful preparation and specifically
directed to certain passages in the New Testament. The
imagination, through the various
stages of the prescribed contemplations, is put to work as a tool, and a
prayerful reflection on the experience is used to garner its fruit. All
this takes place under the oversight
of a director. It is a measure of the
power of the imagination in prayer
that Ignatius has so many checks
and balances in place.
Lent is perhaps the best time to
pay attention to our capacity to
imagine. Are you feeding the imagination with sounds and images
that lead to the peace of Christ, or
is it disturbed and leading you into
places of disquiet? Has your imagination become dull and tired by
the stimuli of image and sound?
Are you always living in the outworking of someone else’s imagination (the experience of watching
film or TV)? Do you use the imagination in your prayer?
Given all the power of imagination it is important to keep in mind
the teaching of St Paul: ‘Things beyond our imagining has God prepared for those who love him’ (1
Cor 2.9). There comes a point in
human experience when encounter
with God will move always beyond
the limits of human imagining and
therefore beyond description or
thought of any kind at all. ND
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CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. Individuals and small groups welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms for day visits,
disabled facilities, self-catering flat. Contact
Fr. Edward Martin SSC, ERH Church Lane
Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS. 01 778 591358.
edenhamoﬃce@ gmail.com
Web: www.edenhamregionalhouse.org

