parish directory

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ ABC, A
Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass.
Evensong 6pm. Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon.
Contact Father David Adlington or Father David Goodburn SSC tel: 01303 254472 www.stpeterschurchfolkestone. org.uk
e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk

BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's.
Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
07736 711360

www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Sunday: Mass at 8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am.
Further details: Father Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785
BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Secure Parking. Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church, Forward in Faith, ABC. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday
Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary
Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon Robert McTeer SSC 01388
604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore ABC, Forward in Faith, SSWSH Parish. Vicar: Canon
Andrew Sage SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass
(Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy
access and loop. Tel: 01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

BRISTOL Christ Church, Broad Street, Old City Centre BS1 2EJ
Resolutions ABC. Sunday 11am Choral Eucharist, 6.30pm Choral
Evensong with Anthem and Sermon. Georgian gem, Prayer
Book services, robed men and boys’ choir, Renatus Harris organ.
Tues, Thurs and major holy days: 1.05pm Eucharist. Regular
recitals and concerts (see website). During Interregnum contact
Roger Metcalfe, Churchwarden on 01275 332851
www.christchurchcitybristol.org

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Daily Mass - Tuesday 9.30am,
Wednesday and Thursday 10am, Friday 9.30am & 6.30pm,
Saturday 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295
6411. Parish website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
CARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
St Dyfrig and St Samson, Pentre Gardens Sunday: Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Graham Francis 02920 487777.
Associate Priest: Fr David Morris 029 2221 2177
CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Resolutions ABC
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(3rd Sunday only) 6pm. Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed
6.30pm (with Healing and Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the
month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ Williams 01460 419527

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly.
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.30am, Benediction 6pm. Daily Mass,
Oﬃces and Confessions as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme
Buttery SSC 01429 273201
HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). ABC, FiF.
The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to Walsingham.
Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the
Shrine of OLW. Parish Priest: Fr Lockett SSC 01328 820030
KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
Benediction 5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham.
For further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce
020 8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk

LEAMINGTON SPA St John the Baptist Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - all resolutions
CHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
passed. Daily Mass. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Parish Mass
BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck
Mass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm. 9.30am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction (1st Sunday only)
Boston’s oldest Parish Church. Forward in Faith Parish under the Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Friday 12 3.30pm. Traditional Catholic Worship in a friendly atmosphere.
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday. Low Mass noon, Sat 8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton,
Parish Priest: Fr David Lawson SSC 01926 422208
8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, oﬃces,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur:
www.fifparish.com/stjohnleamington
benediction and confessions as displayed on notice boards.
Mass 7.15pm. Fr Malcolm Ainscough SSC 01246 232486
Rector: Fr Paul Noble SSC 01205 362734
LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (FiF &
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html
CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN Forward ABC) Sunday: Parish Mass 10am; Evensong and Benediction
in Faith Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce &
6.30pm. Daily Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J L Pearson Church,
BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
Mass as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207
with modern catholic worship, good music and friendly
A Forward in Faith Parish, Resolutions ABC in place. Sunday:
561248 p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
atmosphere. Parish Priest: Canon Christopher Cook SSC 0151 733
8am Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial,
1742 www.stagnes.org.uk
6pm Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evensong with CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. FiF ABC.
Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569;
Sunday: Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass 9.30am, High Mass
LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A Forward in Faith
Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com
11.00am, Evensong & Benediction 3.30pm. Daily Mass Mon –
parish in the Fulham Bishopric. A registered parish of the Society
Fri 12.30pm, also Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. Fr Ian Brothwood of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am Solemn Mass
BOURNEMOUTH St Francis of Assisi, Charminster Road
020 8686 9343
Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Father T E Jones SSC 020 7481 2985
(corner of EastWay) A Forward in Faith Parish under the care of the
www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
Bishop of Richborough. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Low
DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire Society of
Mass, Parish Mass 10am (Family Mass last Sunday of the
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the episcopal care of the
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames
Month), Evening Service 6.30pm - first Sunday of each month.
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All resolutions passed. Sunday: 8am BCP
Street (nearestTube: Monument or Bank) Resolutions ABC. Mass:
stfrancis11@btinternet.com.
Low Mass; 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On Sunday 11am, refreshments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri
www.stfrancis-bournemouth. org.uk
major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent
12.30. Visitors very welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr
Perricone 01380 501481
Philip Warner rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, Forward in Faith,
ABC. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and Sunday School; Weekday
DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QP A beautiful and LONDON N1 Holy Trinity, Hoxton Sunday: 10am Parish
Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Evening Prayer and Benediction historically significant church with much Comper restoration.
Mass and Sunday School. Midweek Services: contact Fr Andrew
5.30pm last Saturday of month; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley – all
Newcombe 020 7253 4796
resolutions passed. Modern catholic worship with a friendly
SSC 01388 814817
LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A Forward
atmosphere. Sunday: 8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass.
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (followed by coﬀee morning). Friday: in Faith, modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
centre). Sunday services: Low Mass 8.30am, Solemn Mass
Every Sunday: Said Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with
8pm Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard
10.45am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday Masses ssc. (01302) 285316. fatherahoward@gmail.com
Junior Church. Weekdays: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass.
8am (except Monday 7pm, Wednesday 7.30pm and Thursday
Saturday Mass 10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
9.15am). Parish Priest: Canon Ralph Crowe SSC 01274 543957.
DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at
Resolutions ABC. English Missal/BCP www.st.chads.
Baptist with Hexthorpe S Jude, Sung Mass Sundays
rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583
dial.pipex.com
9.00am Edlington and 11.00am Hexthorpe, 7pm on Weekday
LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Fif Parish under
Solemnities, Confessions Edlington 6.45pm Wed and
BRIDPORT St Swithun Resolutions ABC. Sunday: Low
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung Mass
Hexthorpe 7.30pm Fri or by appointment. Normal Weekday
Mass 8am; Sung Mass 9.30am, Evening Prayer and Benediction Masses: Tues Edlington 7pm, Wed Hexthorpe 11.30am, Thurs 10am; , Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by refreshments.
usually on second Sunday 6pm. Weekday Masses: Thur 10am.
Edlington 7pm, Fri Hexthorpe 7pm. Divine Oﬃce recited each Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus to Church Lane Contact: Fr.Jason
Enquiries should be made to the Churchwarden. Tel 01308
Rendell on 020 8205 7447 or
day (7.30am and 6.30pm Edlington) (8am and 5pm
425375.
standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org
Hexthorpe). Other occasions see noticeboards.
Contact:
Fr
Stephen
Edmonds
SSC
01709858358
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
fr.s.edmonds@gmail.com
(11am) Fr Michael Wells 01273 681431. St Barthlomew’s
Place - 8 minutes walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations
(11am) Fr. David Clues 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Forward in Faith Parish with (Northern line) ABC/FinF. Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass:
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Parish
Resolution ABC. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am. Mon to Fri 10am - Bible Study after Mass on Wed.
Oﬃce 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am) Parish Oﬃce 01 273
saintagneskenningtonpark. co.uk 020 7820 8050
Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details and information from Fr Jeﬀery
822284. (Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)
frpaulensor@btconnect.com
Gunn 01323 722317 www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com
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Lead
Story

The Lord’s song in a strange land
The Bishop of Burnley on reclaiming Catholic evangelism: Part 1

I

n mid-September, twenty-one
so many struggling churches? There
Bishops from the Northern
are a number of reasons. It’s partly
Province came to the Diocese
the uncertainty of the past twenty
of Sheffield to co-lead a weekend of
years which has frozen many clergy
mission that went under the title
in time and provided excuses for two
‘Crossroads’. I love going on missions,
decades of inactivity. It’s partly a
and I had a great team and an
tendency to put correctness and
enormous amount of fun. But the
liturgical purity above accessibility
feature of that mission that gave me
and the evangelistic imperative of
the greatest pride and joy was
creating liturgies which answer
something that had nothing to do
contemporary questions.
with me at all. It was the way that
But it seems to me that these factors,
the Catholics of this Diocese threw
though often cited, are exaggerated
themselves body, heart, and soul
and increasingly rare. I have visited
into the event.
very large numbers of AngloIn the Deaneries some of the
Catholic parishes and, whilst some
most confident and ambitious
are declining and some have a
evangelism was done by the
leadership who aren’t sure what to
Catholic Parishes. The Catholics
try next or have become
were prominent in offering
disillusioned, very few – if any –
hospitality and in taking a full share
don’t care about the size of their
in the leadership and organisation of
congregations, and very few are
the event. There were serried ranks
doing nothing whatsoever about
of Anglo-Catholic clergy and
growth. Many parishes are doing
laypeople at the opening and closing
excellent things and trying very
services, even though the worship
hard, often in tough situations, to
wasn’t exactly to our taste. And – by the way – if that photo reach out with the Gospel. I also suspect that if you did a
of me with a helium-filled balloon ends up on any social proper comparison, the rate of decline in Catholic parishes
network, then the ordinand responsible will not be ordained. would be no faster than in others.
[We’ll get it somehow. Ed.]
Actually it seems to me that much of the problem is down
I was thrilled. But on reflection, the very fact that I should to misunderstanding. Quite simply I think we can’t find
be quite so thrilled is a little depressing. The sad truth is that, ourselves in the C of E’s dialogue about evangelism. We simply
in the past twenty or thirty years, Catholic parishes have rarely don’t recognise or relate to the language that the Anglican
been at the forefront of the Church’s evangelistic life. In fact, mission industry has adopted. And our miscomprehension is
the complete opposite has all too often been the case. We have then interpreted as non-engagement.
a reputation nationally for not joining in, for being behind the
I was at the College of Bishops last week, and Fresh
curve when it comes to playing our part in growing the Expressions was inevitably on the agenda. The Director spoke
Church. And whilst it is unfair statistically, we also have a at us for 45 minutes. Helpfully and in a rare moment of selfreputation for running small, declining parishes that are perception he started with a glossary, but nonetheless I did not
struggling financially and are often, arguably, unviable. In the understand a single word he said. It could have been in
contemporary Church of England we need to face up to the Ugaritic. Lay leadership, hubs, pioneers, evolving church, new
sad fact that the phrase ‘Anglo-Catholic’ is usually monasticism, missional areas – a vast vocabulary has arisen
synonymous with weak, declining, and unengaged.
and I don’t know what any of it means. In fact I’m not sure I
We might quite rightly point out
really want to know what a lot of it
that we are present in the poorest I did not understand a single word means.
communities; that we are on the
And the trouble is that as Catholics,
he said. It could have been in
estates where no one else will go; that
with a scriptural and sacramental
we operate in parishes where success
understanding of evangelism which
Ugaritic.
is a very hard thing to measure. But
is rooted in the tradition, we just
most Archdeacons will simply flick their eyes down the list of can’t find ourselves in any of this. The language passes us by.
defaulting parishes, see how many of those are of the Catholic And because we can’t speak or recognise the language, people
tradition, and leap to the obvious conclusion.
presume we aren’t doing anything. They think we can’t be
So why do we have this bad reputation? Why do we run bothered; whereas in fact we don’t understand.
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But whilst the language matters, this is about far more
What is Catholic evangelism? What is distinctive about
than just language. If we could render the jargon of Fresh it? For me this was brought home in a brutally clear way at
Expressions into words and ideas we could grasp, the problem one of those conferences on church growth that dioceses so
would still not be solved. Because as Catholics we actually have love to organise. I was at a workshop given by a very intense
a very different and usually unexplored understanding of what evangelical about the process by which someone comes to
evangelism is; and so also of what we are trying to do when we faith. He put on the projector screen a diagram of the stages
evangelise.
of conversion. At the bottom was ‘being far away from God,’
The fashion in the mission industry is to play down above that was ‘meeting a Christian,’ then it was ‘asking
tradition. I did a great deal of work with Springboard in the questions,’ ‘attending a nurture course,’ ‘making a commitment’,
1990s and early 2000s, which was a mission agency which did and so on. And he talked through these, revealing the stages
far better than most in working across church traditions. Yet one by one on the screen with a nice little piece of clipart.
even there the company line was that, whether you were Finally we got to the very top when a former non-believer
catholic or evangelical, evangelism is evangelism and we can finally becomes a fully-fledged, fully converted, signed up,
get on with it together. Differences of emphasis or approach doubt-free Christian. And what was the image at the very top?
were simply evaded. Evangelism, it was held, is an area of A picture of a wallet. The sign that someone has been
Church life where tradition should just fade away. That’s converted is that they have filled out the standing order form.
rather the line presumed today by Fresh Expressions and Now imagine if we did that exercise as Catholics. What would
Messy Church. It’s also, interestingly, the presumption that lies the picture at the very top of the diagram be? Surely not a
behind Bishop Stephen Cottrell’s book on Catholic Evangelism wallet; rather, a chalice. When we evangelise, what we’re trying
From the Abundance of the Heart. I enjoyed reading it, but it is to do is to bring people to Jesus in the Eucharist.
so keen to emphasise the cross-tradition nature of evangelism
Why? Because the purpose of our lives is to gaze upon the
that arguably it loses grasp of any sense of a distinctive being of the Godhead and so experience for all eternity the
Catholic evangelism.
perfect joy which comes from right relationship with Him.
But it just won’t do to play down or ignore what are vast The heart of the Gospel is that we have access to the Father
differences in the way traditions think about and do through the gracious death of the Son. In the Eucharist, we
evangelism. As Catholics, the way we
share in the process and glimpse the
understand what we’re doing when
goal of that saving work. At the altar
The
fashion
in
the
mission
we evangelise is profoundly different
we feed on the saving power of the
from what Evangelicals understand industry is to play down tradition. cross and are set free to be the people
themselves to be doing. And we have
God calls us to be as the blood and
lost confidence in Catholic
the water flows from the wounds of
evangelism because we have failed to analyse that difference Christ and liberates us. At the altar we anticipate our life’s
or to take pride in the distinctive and different approach that purpose, which is the pure contemplation of God as we gaze
we take. We feel second rate because we are trying to imitate and adore and consume the bread of heaven. The Eucharist is
the methods and approaches and language of others rather at one and the same time the means and the goal of our
than taking pride in our own tradition.
redemption. In the Eucharist we are most fully ourselves:
What lies behind this attempt to erode the differences is drawn into perfect relationship with God and with each other,
a presumption that tradition is really only about style or taste; sharing in the ceaseless praise of the heavenly host.
that it is about what turns you on spiritually. For some people
In the contemporary church there are many highly
it’s guitars; for others it’s chasubles; for still others it’s Celtic influential voices who would argue that the Eucharist is too
chant or mindfulness.
complicated, too excluding, too bound up in tradition to have
Tradition is much more than style. The Oxford relevance or power in a post-Christian world. If a church is
Movement emanated from a group of clerics who wore only serious about growth, they would argue, the worship needs to
choir dress, and went to Mattins and preached for over an be accessible, inclusive and thus non-Eucharistic. It is hard to
hour. What unites us with them is not style, but theology. imagine a more profound misunderstanding either of the
Tradition is not about taste. It is about the whole business of Eucharist or of the ministry of evangelism. There is no doubt
how we find, understand, and worship God in his Church. It that non-Eucharistic worship has its place, and that resources
goes to the heart of who we are and how we engage with God. such as Messy Church can be useful tools in connecting with
We may very happily co-exist in a Church that embraces families and children. But these things can only ever be the
different traditions and indeed enjoy that diversity. But that beginning of the road to conversion. We may use them to make
doesn’t alter the fact that within that diversity there is new contacts, but we are failing people unless we then invite
profound theological difference. And if, in the words of Rowan them along the road that leads to the altar. To deny people the
Williams, pure theology is about the contemplation of God, Eucharist, to argue that a couple of clapping songs and a badge
and if evangelism is about bringing people to that point of making workshop represent the fullness of Christian life, is
contemplation, then our evangelism is going to be as different patronising and insulting. Our task is to bring people to Jesus
as our theology. And as Catholics we won’t rediscover our in the Eucharist. ND
evangelistic soul until we understand that difference and take
To be continued next month.
pride in it.
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Serious Questions, Serious Answers
Peter Eagles on Remembrance and Remembering

B

y the time we get to Remembrance Sunday, many of
This is a profound experience when shared with a large
us will already have been engaged in an act of national group of people. Apart from the liturgy of the Eucharist, it is
recollection in this extraordinary year of anniversaries. possibly the most visible public moment when we reflect upon
For my part, as a military chaplain, I have been involved in a what it means to be human. Further, it is entirely universal,
sequence of liturgies: Commemoration of the End of Combat predicated simply on our shared humanity. I recall the
Operations in Afghanistan, and the Rededication of the repatriation of two soldiers from Afghanistan: a Muslim and
Memorial Wall from Camp Bastion; the centenary of the a Christian killed in the same action. I said my prayers, and
Gallipoli Campaign; the seventieth anniversary of Victory in my Islamic colleague said his, and there was no sense that we
Europe; Albuhera Day; the bicentenary of Waterloo; the were speaking different languages. That is simply to say that
seventieth anniversary of Victory in Japan; and six hundred as the coffins were loaded onto the aircraft, revealed religion
years since Agincourt. In the week of the anniversary of spoke words of truth and comfort to the congregation of
Victory in Japan, I was invited to broadcast a series of radio several thousand, and it was possible for everyone who stood
reflections around the theme of memorialisation, and into this there in silence on the airfield that night to feel that they were
I incorporated thoughts to do with the new Korean War both a British soldier and a child of God.
Memorial in London, the National Memorial Arboretum, and
I think also of a moment at the other end of the process of
the tomb of King Richard III in Leicester.
repatriation, several years later, when I stood at the runway at
Why do we do this, and what does it achieve? The answers RAF Brize Norton. Again, two soldiers had been killed in the
are many and complex, but before
same action. Both were from the same
coming to them we need to look at
regiment. One was British, one was Fijian.
I think every day of the
several very reasonable concerns. As
large extended family had gathered to
innocents who have been A
Christians, we believe that all time is
receive back the body of the British
overwhelmed
redeemed in the new covenant; so
soldier, perhaps fifteen or even twenty
obsession with dates and numbers is
people who waited together for the
unnecessary, and even unhelpful. Much as I value history and aircraft to arrive carrying the coffins.
tradition, I am not convinced that every anniversary needs to
For the Fijian soldier there were three people, all women:
be marked.
just two relatives and a government representative. Seeing the
More fundamentally, we know that war is wrong, tiny group standing there by themselves, having come from
profoundly and indisputably so, and therefore we must not one side of the world to receive back their brother killed on
seek to sanctify it. It is the ultimate human failure: the another far side of the world, I asked myself what I could
characteristic mark of fallen nature and original sin. In times possibly say that would bring any support or comfort. At that
less enlightened than our own, we have committed young and moment, it was not words that were needed. It was human
terrified conscripts in their hundreds and in their thousands company that was required, the presence of someone to share
to the field of slaughter, all for the sake of a few yards of ground the vigil, to stand alongside and to inhabit the same experience
which would be lost again the next day. In our own day, and with understanding and compassion.
despite all our efforts, Iraq remains a traumatised country out
It was an extraordinary experience, in every way. The
of which terror and violence continue to spring; and any families, the mourners, the regimental and MoD
progress or development in the landscape of southern representatives, and the attending priest stand outside as the
Afghanistan into which I first deployed with a small aircraft that carries the bodies flies in. You hear it before you
expeditionary force in the spring of 2006 has been gained at see it. Then it becomes visible in the distance, growing in size
dreadful cost. I think every day of the innocents who have and volume as it circles and descends and lands. But then,
been overwhelmed by all of this: the bereaved, the having flown directly from a war-zone, it needs to disable its
dispossessed, the injured, the lives and livelihoods that have weapon systems and discharge its flares, so the families and
been lost, and the faith and trust which has been destroyed.
mourners go back indoors for another hour. Then, at last, we
The truth is that conflict is part of a world which falls short step outside again, and the coffins are unloaded. The chaplain
of the Kingdom of God, and so the first element of stands at the foot of the ramp and says prayers privately: a final
Remembrance must be contrition. As we remember what it link in a ministry of prayer and presence that will have
is to be human, honesty compels us to make a response of sheer accompanied the dead soldier from as soon as possible after
repentance. This needs to be explicit in our liturgy, both at the wounding or death, through notification and support to
beginning as we gather and at the end as we pledge to do better. undertakers, care of the platoon and the battalion, and the
It will be built into our prayers and it will find powerful repatriation itself. There is then time in the chapel of rest at
expression in the act of corporate silence. We stand at the edge the air terminal before the final stage of journey to the family
of the abyss, and nothing can pull us back but the grace of God. home and the funeral in the parish. It was now that I was able
We are justified by grace through faith, and by nothing else.
to speak to the Fijian group, sitting in the chapel, and they had
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nothing but gratitude for those who had supported them, and questions, such as: ‘What happens when my friend is killed?’,
for the larger bereaved family who had by now become their and ‘What is God like?’ For all the directness of those
friends. There was deep sorrow, huge sadness, but there were questions, they deserve a response that takes seriously the
also smiles and embraces and even moments of laughter mysteries of our faith and does not seek to dilute them.
within the healing grace and mystery of shared humanity.
The greatest word of all is the very word ‘Remembrance’,
With this in mind, we might ask whether words have any and my homily on Remembrance Sunday always seems to
part at all in Remembrance. Surely they do, but they are words conclude with reference to the wonderful use of this word in
that convey richness and breadth of allusion; and which seek the New Testament. ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into
to take us beyond that which is only of this world. ‘Why your kingdom’ speaks not of recollection, nor of not-forgetting,
should religion be part of Remembrance?’ or ‘Can you have nor even of a process of thought – but of an abiding
Remembrance without religion?’ These questions are regularly relationship that Christians have been able to understand as
asked, perhaps increasingly so, every year. Secular liturgies of the eternal life of the believer within the love of the Holy
Remembrance are of course in use, but they speak to us in a Trinity.
different register, and it has certainly been my experience that
‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom’ is
they do not meet the pastoral need of
this very same concept of shared humanity,
soldiers or the wider military community.
but
now taken up into the heights of
Soldiers ask very
They do not meet that need even in
redemption through the eternal Son. ‘Do
barracks in peace-time, let alone in a straightforward questions this in remembrance of me’ does not mean
situation of conflict and death and
that we should not forget; but rather that
isolation.
we should do this in order that we may be with Him always.
The incandescence of spiritual liturgical language is what Bread and wine become the reality of Christ, and
takes us beyond ourselves, and that is what soldiers seek as Remembrance is revealed as indwelling, as abiding, as a loving
they gather to remember their dead. I once used the Lord’s and unbreakable relationship. Remembrance is therefore not
Prayer in modern language with a congregation of soldiers, and an act of the mind or of the will, but of both, and more: an act
it missed the mark entirely. I have not used it again since. For of the whole person which is rooted in love. For Christians it
all its beauty, it did not have the spiritual resonance and is rooted also in the hope of the resurrection to eternal life. We
richness – familiar and yet also transcendent – that they remember our departed not because it is the last thing that we
associated with the traditional words, which they were content can do for them, but because it is the greatest. ND
to let wash over them and bring forth association, and
The Ven. Peter Eagles CF is Assistant Chaplain-General and
reference, and comfort. Soldiers ask very straightforward Archdeacon for the Army

Year of Mercy Lapel Pins

J

esuit Father Marko I. Rupnik’s
striking logo for the Jubilee Year of
Mercy is now available as a lapel pin,
thanks to a touching gesture of
generosity by Archbishop Rino
Fisichella, President of the Pontifical
Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelisation in Rome. In response to a
request to use the logo for a series of lapel
pins, and ‘in a spirit of ecumenical
fraternity’, the Archbishop has granted
permission for the logo’s use as part of an
Anglican fundraising effort to further the
Jubilee aim of showing and sharing the
merciful love of God.
The pins are available to parishes and
other groups in sets of 20, at a cost of £40
per set (inclusive of postage and packing).
At least 75% of the money raised will in
turn be donated for the work of the
Schools Department at The Shrine of

Our Lady of Walsingham, as instruction
in the Christian Faith is one of the seven
spiritual works of mercy. Walsingham is
somewhere dear to many Anglicans and
Roman Catholics alike, and a place of
gracious ecumenical encounter. The
Jubilee message of mercy will feature
prominently in next year’s pilgrimage
season. The Bishops of The Society have
likewise given their endorsement to this
project, and sets of pins will hopefully be
available for sale at Society events. Please
consider supporting this appeal as a
means of prayerfully entering into the
spirit of the Jubilee Year, which begins on
the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, 8 December 2015.
To order one or more sets of pins,
please e-mail Fr Richard Norman SSC via
rjnorman@hotmail.co.uk. ND
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Living Stones
Philip Corbett makes his first pilgrimage to the Holy Land

A

s a first-time pilgrim to the Holy
Land, I really wasn’t sure what to
expect. Would it be simply a
religious Disneyland? Would I bored by the
ruins? And yet in no time at all I had fallen
in love with the place, and am desperately
wondering when I can get back.
The love affair began simply by reading
Scripture in the place where it actually
happened: seeing the spots where Salome
danced for Herod; where Peter’s mother-inlaw lived; and, most importantly, where Our
Lord died and was buried. It is all brought to
life by reading the Scriptures as you visit. It
is not for nothing that the Holy Land is
sometimes called the Fifth Gospel; although
it would be a dull place if you did not read
the accounts in the Gospels – and sometimes
in the non-canonical books as well - about
what actually happened there.
Story and place combine to make the sites wonderfully
alive, and yet there is a sense in which the sites and stories do
not come fully alive until you worship and pray in them – and,
perhaps most importantly, with the Christian communities
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whose home it is. On our pilgrimage this took different forms.
Among the highlights were worship with Anglicans in
Nazareth, the Coptic liturgy at 5am in the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, and Vespers deep in the heart of the Armenian
Compound.

The Armenian Vespers was a
particular privilege, as we were
then invited to speak and pray with
one of the priests. He prayed for
peace and for unity and then gave
us his blessing, asking us to
remember the Christians of the
Holy Land and Middle East in this
period of persecution. We could
not help but be struck by the plight
of our Christian brothers and
sisters; but also by their deep and
committed faith. We need to think
about ways in which we can help
those living in fear and under
oppression.
We can of course begin by
praying: I have seen two recent
prayer vigils in our parishes – one
in Middlesbrough, and the other in
Scarborough – and I am sure there
are many more. Fr Oliver Coss has
been fundraising for bibles for
refugees, and up and down the land
churches are finding ways to help
those most in need. In doing this
work are recognizing the fact that
in the Holy Land and Middle East
are full of living stones.
The Christian communities –
who for centuries have worshipped
and prayed in the land our Lord
made holy by his incarnate
presence – cry out in praise; but
also in fear of persecution and
death. They need our prayers and
our help. The living stones we met
in the Holy Land shared with us their love and their faith. up in the home, whose name translates as ‘Generation of
They showed us hospitality and care, and they welcomed us Hope’, return to work as house parents and mentors to current
boys.
with open arms.
Alice Sahhar asked the question ‘in
The pilgrims I was with were
what language does a child cry?’ It is
particularly
interested
and
we need to think about ways in
a powerful message as we see daily
motivated by two projects we
the
plight of refugees and of our
visited. The first, the Bethlehem
which we can help those living in
fellow
Christians. We need to reach
Arab Society for Rehabilitation,
fear
and
under
oppression.
out and help in any way we can. My
offers
hospital
care
and
parish has pledged to support these
rehabilitation for those with
two
projects.
What
will
your
parish decide to do? We need to
disabilities regardless of age, sex, religion, or race. It offers vital
support for vulnerable people and gets no government act before it is all too late.
More information on Jeel al Amal can be found at
support. The project seeks to be inclusive, and to find ways to
www.jeelalamal.org
and The Bethlehem Arab Society for
support people in all parts of society.
The second project was the Jeel al Amal Boys’ Home and Rehabilitation at www.basr.org ND
Co-Ed School, in Bethany. We spent a morning meeting the
boys in the home and seeing the facilities. The home was
founded in 1972 by Basil and Alice Sahhar, and was originally
in their own house. It has grown and grown, and now the
home desperately needs support to help look after the 100
boys in their care. What is wonderful is that boys who grew
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‘It’s me, me, me, O Lord’
Christopher Idle ponders (and marks) some personal pronouns.

Y

es, ‘standing in the need of prayer’; the old spiritual
had a point. When we assemble and meet together,
there is a place for the first person singular. ‘The Lord
is my shepherd’, and it was his ‘amazing grace that saved a
wretch like me’. We could go on: ‘I bind unto myself today the
strong name of the Trinity’; and ‘O Lamb of God, I come’.
But I (singular) was struck by a passing observation by my
good friend Andrew Hawes, among the selected samples of his
‘Ghostly Counsel’ in these pages. In one, headed innocently
enough ‘Church Life’, he mentions ‘the seventy-three hymns in
Mission Praise that begin with “I”…’. It may not be spiritually
helpful to do a hymn-book survey on this feature alone, even
allowing for proportions or percentages; but, for the record,
the very latest Ancient and Modern (2013) has seventeen and
the New English Hymnal (1986), three. In one or two of these
the I/me is not myself at all but the supposed voice of God.
Perhaps there is room for a song starting ‘I the Lord have not
spoken’ (Ezek. 22.28, etc.); but I digress.
Singing hymns from a weekly pew-sheet has many
drawbacks; but it does enable us (plural) to take our red and
green highlighters or felt-tips (after the service, not during it)
and mark every I/me/my/mine in the hymns and songs in red,
and each we/us/our/ours in green. Is your church anything
like those I regularly attend? To take this up as a hobby may
not be too healthy; but here are some recent figures from four
quite different churches, red (me) first, green (us) second:
They are all a bit like rugby scores; the closest margin was
a mere three points; 23-20 to the Reds. More typical were
encounters ending 57-10, 56-10, 34-12, 29-13, 19-6, or a
bruising 50-5. The record win was 59-0. It was Harvest
Festival which (appropriately enough) brought the Greens’
first victory (15-5) thanks largely to ‘We plough the fields and
scatter…’, All good gifts around us…’, etc.; while the next parish’s
Communion Service yielded an equally fitting but more
decisive Green triumph of 58-15.
For those whose only hymns come via the screen, such a
survey is an impossible task. If you are blessed with actual
hymnals, you will also need your own book and access to a
copier. Enter some caveats and qualifications: this is at best
only one test, and a crude one at that. We can sing about ‘us’
and remain very self-absorbed, while some of the ‘singular’
hymns are yet full of Christ and aware of the world: ‘When I
survey the wondrous cross’, for example.
To what shall we compare such figures? The New
Testament has some powerful I/me texts: St Luke’s ‘Look,
Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor…
’ (Luke 19.8); or St Paul’s …
‘ the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me’ (Gal. 2.20).
But the great body of teaching in the Gospels and Epistles
– including challenge, comfort, rebuke, encouragement,
correction, prayer, praise, greetings, and news – is in the plural.
We seem to be doing our best to disguise this fact from the
hymn-singing congregation. One most telling example is the
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well-loved hymn from a hundred years ago, ‘May the mind of
Christ my Saviour live in me from day to day’: a
straightforward 13-0 to the Reds. Almost every line can be
matched up with St Paul’s words to the Ephesians, Philippians,
and Colossians. But the verses which gave birth to the hymn
are all in the plural, and all addressed to the churches – not to
you in my small corner and me in mine. It is almost as if Our
Lord had said ‘When you pray, say “Our Father”, but when you
sing, sing “My Jesus”’.
By this time you may be impatient to protest that so many
other key words should stand up and be counted. Some seem
to wish to consign the word ‘Father’ to the museum of
curiosities; and it is not only schools who seem reluctant to
call Our Lord by name. Too many of us have been guilty of
trying to marginalize the Holy Spirit, at least when we sing. If
this worries you, by all means find your blue, orange and other
markers and extend a survey of your Sunday singing.
You may have other concerns, or notice other gaps. ‘Love’
will not be among them; but try church, fasting, heaven, hell,
hope, kingdom, judgement, obey, penitence and zeal. And
don’t blame me; after all, ‘my eyes at last shall see him’.
Meanwhile, I pray ‘O Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in me
today’. ‘O come, let me adore him’, is all I ask. ND

N

ow what this Christian clothing, or
armour of light is, we know from other
places of Holy Writ. ere is “the shield of
faith;” entire belief in the great things out of sight.
ere is “the helmet of salvation;” hope that through
Christ we might be saved, on our true repentance
and dutiful obedience. ere is “the breastplate of
love” and true charity, to guard our hearts from evil
and selfish desires. ere is “the sword of the Spirit,
that is the Word of God;” His holy commandments,
deeply fixed in our hearts, and always ready for our
use, that by the remembrance of them we may put
away proud, unkind, impure, foolish imaginations.
is is the armour of light…And when this time of
Advent comes, which is so far like the morning, in
that it is a new beginning, the Church opening her
new year, we shall, if we are wise, be yet more
diligent than usual in aending to our Lord’s call,
throwing aside all encumbrances, girding on our
armour, and saying our prayers.
John Keble, extract from his Sermon on the Coect for
Advent Sunday (Sermons for the Christian Year, Vol
I, no XXIV)

Life, liberty and Our Lady
Stephen Grainger journeys once more behind the Iron Curtain

M

y second trip of the year behind what was once Kraków, which is a sad reflection on how our neighbours view
known as the Iron Curtain coincided with the us.
twenty-eighth anniversary of Ronald Reagan’s
A trip to this part of Poland does, I think, require a visit
famous speech at which he demanded: ‘Mr Gorbachev, tear to Auschwitz-Birkenau: because in order to defeat evil we have
down this wall.’
to look it in the face. A visit to the
Fr Simon, our guide at the Modern Polish history is peppered two Auschwitz camps certainly
monastery of Jasna Góra – where the
forces one to do that. The long tour
with heroes who defended the
image of Our Lady of Czestochowa
of nearly two and a half hours left
people
and
their
faith
is to be found – reminded us that it
me shocked and disorientated, and
was a combination of Our Lady, St
there were moments when I felt as if
John Paul II, Ronald Reagan, and Margaret Thatcher who I was in a nightmare and could not wake up. The warm
helped the Solidarity movement on their journey to freedom beautiful weather seemed to heighten the sense of shock and
in Poland. It was moving and humbling to hear about the disbelief as we moved from building to building looking at the
struggle of people under the
horrific images of what humanity is
oppression
and
tyranny
of
capable of. Leaving the camps, you
Communism and how they sought to
cannot help but rededicate yourself to
free themselves from those shackles.
seeking for peace and trying in your
Modern Polish history is peppered
own small way to stand up to the evil
with heroes who defended the people
that plagues our world to this day.
and their faith.
Close to the centre of Kraków is the
Our guide reminded us that the
Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy, where
icon of Our Lady at Jasna Góra is
St Faustina had her vision of Our Lord.
traditionally believed to have been
The Shrine is a mixture of the old and
written by St Luke himself. Fr Simon’s
new, but is very beautiful: although not
view was that the icon was written by
everyone will feel that about the new
someone inspired by St Luke’s Gospel:
basilica. Kraków offers one a sense of
with Our Lady placed at the centre of
the need of healing, the need of divine
our lives. Our Lady was at the centre
love. In a recent Church Times article a
of the life of St John Paul, and next to
priest derided and criticized devotion
the icon pilgrims can see the fascia
to the Divine Mercy. I rather get the
that he was wearing when he was shot
impression that he has never made the
in St Peter’s Square in 1981.
pilgrimage to the Shrine, and perhaps I
Poland is full of relics and sites
doubt he ever will. Were he to do so he
associated with St John Paul, and one
would find there people, young and old,
cannot help but be continually moved
united in prayer and rejoicing in the
by this holy man of God whose
mercy of God. And on the Tuesday
message of love and service captured
morning when I visited it wasn’t just a
the mind of the whole world. Fr
small handful of pilgrims but
Simon’s parting shot to us was that not
hundreds: all seeking the love of God.
only had he shown St Teresa of Calcutta around the shrine, That is something to be cherished and something to be
but also 38 ambassadors and heads of states. If he told them thankful for.
half of what he told us they cannot have failed to be impressed.
The artistic highlight of Kraków is the C15th altarpiece in
Kraków itself is a wonderful inspiring city, full of beautiful St Mary’s Basilica: the figures depicting the life of Our Lord
and Our Lady are breathtaking. The
churches and shrines. Midweek it is
it
wasn’t
just
a
small
handful
of
hands of Our Lady in the main
also rather peaceful; but once Friday
comes there is a steady trickle of stag pilgrims but hundreds: all seeking scene of her Dormition capture her
beauty; but also the hard and
parties and hen nights in the main
the love of God
sorrowful life she lived. After seeing
square. The locals look on with a
the altarpiece, it is best to retire to
mixture of despair and disdain; I was
simply embarrassed! Our guide around the churches the restaurant on the top of the Cloth Market to take in the
commented at the end of our tour that he hadn’t believed that exterior of the basilica while sipping Bellinis and enjoying
there could be Catholic pilgrims from England coming to some Polish cake. ND
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‘Monumental Stupidity’
David Godfrey muses on the lessons of last year’s Leckhampton Case

T

he Leckhampton Judgement, handed down in 2014
by Chancellor June Rodgers in the Consistory Court
of the Diocese of Gloucester, was something of a tour
de force – and deliberately so. That worshipful lady was
determined that what had occurred at Emmanuel Church,
Leckhampton, should not happen again, in her jurisdiction or
another’s: the unlawful disposal of a valuable work of art – a
painting of the Christ-Child being held by Our Lady, by Franz
Ittenbach (1813-79) – because its subject was theologically
out of favour with the mood of the church’s non-stipendiary
minister and churchwardens.
A less restrained Chancellor might well have hung the
NSM responsible, the Revd Jacqueline Rodwell, and the
churchwardens, Janet Crompton-Allison and Richard Welch,
out to dry: they had shown ‘monumental stupidity’, and Mrs
Rodwell had been, euphemistically, ‘mistaken in her evidence
of events’. Chancellor Rodgers might well have instituted
proceedings against Mrs Rodwell under the Clergy Discipline
Measure, and reported Mrs Crompton-Allison and Mr Welch
to the Charity Commission with a view to having them barred
from serving as charity trustees, and thus depriving them of
their ability to serve as Churchwardens.
She might also have refused the retrospective faculty
application to sell the painting in question, which by the time
of her sitting had already been sold at auction for £20,000 to a
London art dealer, Alden Bennett, who had spent an
additional £9,000 on its restoration. Had she done so, Mrs
Rodwell and the Churchwardens might easily have been sued
in the civil courts by both the auctioneers and Mr Bennett,
with very serious consequences indeed. The 55-page
judgement is well worth reading, and is readily – and
sportingly, given the circumstances – available on the Diocese
of Gloucester’s own website.
Iconoclasm and philistinism are hardly fresh expressions
in the life of the Church. Nor, for that matter, is idiocy – the
Chancellor described the sorry threesome as having been
‘really, really stupid’. The case raises, however, some serious
issues about the way in which some Church of England clergy
are formed.
‘At no time in my experience as an ordinand, curate, or
vicar [sic] have I ever been aware of anyone telling me that I
need[ed] a Faculty to sell an item of church property,’ Mrs
Rodwell said. Only the then-Bishop of Gloucester and those
responsible for the selection, formation, and presentation of
clergy in the diocese can explain how Mrs Rodwell, who
trained on the West of England Ministerial Training Course
(WEMTC) – which advertises ‘taught modules on one
evening per week during term time, a number of residential
weekend courses and a week-long residential school each year’
– came to be in a position in which she had received so little
instruction as to what were the legal responsibilities of her
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office that, but for the generous disposition of her diocesan
Chancellor, she would almost certainly have found herself as
a defendant in a civil case.
The issue might never have arisen at all, however, had Mrs
Rodwell and the Churchwardens not been so antipathetic to
the idea of an image of the Christ-Child being held by his
Mother existing in their church. Their initial determination
to dispose of the painting (with the idea of using it to raise
funds being only a secondary consideration) was because it
depicted the Virgin Mary, and because she was wearing a
diadem and seated on a chair with a cushion, a conclusion was
drawn that it must be a depiction of her as Queen of Heaven:
and so the painting was deemed in correspondence (quoted in
the Chancellor’s judgement) to be offensive to some members
of the congregation, who remain unnamed.
Mrs Rodwell cited the high-church sympathies of her
predecessors, contrasting them with her own low-church
sensibilities. But be she as low-church as she likes, at some
point in her formation someone should have taught her,
despite her antipathy – or perhaps, more pertinently, because
of it – about the place of Mary in Anglican thought because
of the honour given to the Mother of God by the Church
Fathers, and not least those who participated in the Council
that gave her the title of Theotokos – God-bearer – at Ephesus
in 431: a Council whose teachings the compilers of the Articles
of Religion specifically embraced and received “with great
reverence” in their commentary Reformatio Legum
Ecclesiasticarum, when they sought to qualify Article XXI: On
the Authority of General Councils.
Mrs Rodwell might also, in the course of her studies, have
been directed to the writings of the Anglican Divines –
perhaps to Lancelot Andrewes, Jeremy Taylor, and Thomas
Ken, all of whom in their way found a way to remain deeply
and entirely infused in Anglican theology, while still retaining
a devotion to the Mother of God. She might even have heard
of the ARCIC document of 2004, Mary: Grace and Hope in
Christ, which appeared in the year she was made deacon.
Chancellor Rodgers, however, drew the conclusion that Mrs
Rodwell and her Churchwardens felt that to retain an image
of the Christ-Child being held by his mother ‘was antipathetic
to the worship in this church; it seemed to them to be a
“Roman Catholic” item. They wanted rid of it.’
150 years ago, they would presumably have called it ‘a
Popish trinket’, and it is remarkable to think that while another
minister might have treasured such a painting, Mrs Rodwell’s
initial response was to think to ‘just put it on a skip’, before the
suggestion of a sale came to the fore. I am not suggesting for a
moment that she should have hung a blue-shaded lamp next
to it, put a pricket stand in front with lilies either side, and
sung a solemn Salve (although there may be some clergy

continued on next page

Time for Healing
In September Colin Podmore addressed a gathering at St Martin’s, Salisbury. He began by reflecting on the
background to the House of Bishops’ Declaration.

W

hen I have told people in some other dioceses
about this event, organized under the title ‘Our
Shared Future: Catholic Anglican Perspectives’
as part of the Diocese of Salisbury’s Continuing Ministerial
Development Programme, the response has been one of
incredulity. That says something. Our shared life together, ‘our
shared future’, will only make sense if it involves fellowship,
and that must involve conversation.
As our brief for today reminds us, ‘for over 20 years we
have wrestled with this issue, sometimes painfully’, but I fear
that for much of that time the wrestling didn’t involve much
real conversation. There was too much inhabiting of separate
spheres, the failed legislation was based on debate in formal
contexts, not real conversation, and the result was the car crash
of November 2012. It was conversation that produced the
solution. I want to pay tribute to the role of the organizer of
this event, Canon Jane Charman, as a member of the Steering
Committee, in the conversations that produced the House of
Bishops’ Declaration.
Part of today’s agenda is to look at what needs to be done
in our church and what we might do together, where we might
make common cause, but we mustn’t put the cart before the
horse. Co-operation is only possible where there is a
relationship. Therefore, after twenty years of division, the first
task is to restore relationships. I want to sketch some of the
background, as I see it, to that prior task.
Retrospective
We are asked to ‘take stock of the journey so far’ – an invitation
that no historian could refuse! We can’t begin to shape our life
together unless we understand our past. Such reflection
mustn’t be an exercise in ‘looking back in anger’. Anger is
emotionally and spiritually destructive, and recrimination is
not the mark of a Christian. The text that I urge all members
of Forward in Faith, especially those with long memories, to
place over their computer keyboard is 1 Corinthians 13.5:
‘Love keeps no score of wrongs.’ But I do need to speak of pain,
marginalization and the scars of battle: their effects live on.
I begin with the grief and pain of 11 November 1992. In
his sermon ‘The Church on the Cross’ later that month,

Geoffrey Rowell spoke of ‘the deep trauma of bereavement’
experienced by many faithful Anglicans: ‘There is a sense –
quite understandable in the light of Anglican ecclesiology – of
the shattering of a whole way of understanding the Church of
England. The blow has been struck on one small corner of the
glass, but the fissures and cracks run wild.’ I am old enough to
remember the pre-1994 Church of England – a church whose
ordained ministry was visibly congruent with that of the
Church throughout the world and across the ages, a church in
full communion with itself, with a fully interchangeable
ministry that all its members could fully receive. The loss of
that caused me pain. How much worse must it have been for
those who were older? Bereavement hits people in different
ways. It can be debilitating, it can manifest itself in anger,
bitterness or withdrawal, its effect can be delayed. Bad
behaviour can never be justified, but it can be explained,
understood and forgiven.
Time heals, as bereavement recedes, but is the healing ever
complete? There is pain in the continuing situation. I find it
painful that, as a lay person, I can no longer just turn up at a
parish church on a Sunday morning and expect to be able to
receive communion. In many rural areas, if I didn’t have a car,
I would effectively be deprived of the sacraments. Does anyone
in authority in any of those dioceses care about that? It is hard
not to feel resentful, even though I know it isn’t a Christian
emotion. I am far from claiming a monopoly of pain, nor even
that our pain is greater than that on the other side: there is no
point in competitive pain. I am not asking those who disagree
with me to feel my pain: you can’t, any more than I can feel
the pain of a woman whose episcopal or priestly ministry
others cannot receive. All we can ask of each other is that we
acknowledge that there is pain on the other side and try to
forgive its consequences. Happily the traditional catholic
bishops are now ordaining each year significant numbers of
priests who have no sense of bereavement or loss, for the
simple reason that they are too young to have any memory of
what the Church of England used to be like. In my
observation, younger generations on both sides live together
more easily. ND
To be continued next month.

‘Monumental Stupidity’continued
reading this who might well have done just that); but with a
broader field of vision Mrs Rodwell might have been able to
exercise a sense of perspective in relation to her approach to
the disposal of a piece of church property that was neither hers
nor the churchwardens’ to sell. Had she received better
ecclesiological training, and any instruction at all in the basic
elements of canon law relating to clergy with oversight of

churches, then the whole sorry mess might have been very
different indeed.
Mrs Rodwell left Leckhampton soon after the debacle. The
parish magazine noted that she had retired to France, where
she intended to exercise her ministry among the Reformed
Churches. I can only assume that they’ll be getting on
famously. ND
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faith of
our
fathers

Arthur Middleton on Prayer and Poetry

I

n the prayer and poetry of the
seventeenth century, Anglican
divines such as Lancelot Andrewes
(1555-1626), George Herbert (15931633), John Donne (1571-1631), Henry
Vaughan (1622-95), and Thomas
Traherne (1636-74) are leading
characters. But the main character is the
language of their day, and those of you
who have tasted of this idiom in such
writers will have been affected and
formed in certain ideas and values.
These ‘spiritual writers’ bridge the
worlds of earth and heaven, but with an
evocative power that rests on their
sensitivity to see the extraordinary in the
ordinary. This is epitomized by
Herbert’s hymn-poem Teach me My God
and King. The paradox of mystery and
revelation, transcendent and imminent,
is beyond comprehension and yet it ‘is
revealed through those images which
can contain the truth of both states at
once’. Beware of making rigorous
distinctions between prose and poetry;
because when combinations of rhythm
and sense and sound – the rhythms of
feeling and intuition – find the right
language they are capable of speaking of
heaven in the ordinary.
The combination of the literary and
mystical in these seventeenth-century
‘spiritual writers’, who wrote when the
English language had a dignity, strength,
and high standard of excellence, is what
T. S. Eliot tuned to and found such a
converting influence. Here is a mystical
theology that Anglicans have too often
ignored. The Trappist Thomas Merton
was affected by it from his experience of
using Andrewes’s Devotions, and the
Russian Orthodox Nicholas Lossky was
similarly affected from his study of
Andrewes’s Sermons. It is waiting to be
discovered in the dignity of Hooker’s
prose in the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity
We cannot detail all these writers
but, hopefully, what is said of Herbert
might be a catalyst to enable the reader
to catch the ‘spirit of glass’ in him, and
through it ‘heaven espy’. Here, both the
beginner and the well-informed will find
much to stimulate the heart and mind,
for the seventeenth-century Anglican
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mystical literature has its roots in the
wider world of the Christian centuries.
George Herbert
George Herbert reminds us that
Anglicanism has always had priests who
were poets, and poets who were priests.
In Herbert, however, these become two
sides of a single vocation. In each stage
of his short life (he was 40 when he
died), he engaged with it through the
medium of poetry. In poetry – but also
in his prose-work The Country Parson –
he speaks of his convictions about
priesthood. The Country Parson is a
considered statement about what he
should be aiming at as a priest; but his
poetry is more spontaneous and
immediate as part of an ongoing
conversation with God.
Herbert’s thoughts about priesthood
are scattered through his verse; but in
two particular poems, The Priesthood
and Aaron, we find a more concentrated
treatment. In the former he wrestles
with the only reason for not being a
priest: that he is not worthy of so holy a
task. Since worthiness is not to be
acquired but can only be received by
submission to the love that bestows
worthiness, it becomes not a matter of
what to do but when. So from the
human side it is impossible, but from
God’s side it is possible; and the opposite
is true that what is possible for God is
still impossible for man. The seeds of
what can be described as mystical
experience are rooted in what St Paul
describes as the groaning and travailing
in the sufferings of this present time,
that are as nothing that can be compared
with the glory that will be revealed.
Herbert thought that he had made
the ultimate sacrifice and counted the
true cost, by being ordained and shutting
the door to worldly preferment. But he
had not counted it all. God demanded
more of saints of Herbert’s calibre. God
needed to effect an interior
transformation of spirit that would
change the heart and mind, and renew
Herbert’s whole mental and emotional
attitude through his self-renunciation.
This would be accomplished and sealed

by God’s Spirit, so that Herbert’s life
would be conformed to the doctrine.
For two years Herbert – then a
deacon – was in spiritual crisis owing to
ill health, and in consequence a loss of
confidence in his ability to fulfil his
vocation to be a priest. It was a feeling of
complete ineffectiveness and of conflict
between his soul and God; of anxiety
that his sacrifice would bear no fruit. His
poem The Collar in its boldness and
directness reflects something of his
anxiety of spirit.
I Struck the board, and cry’d, No more.
I will abroad.
What? shall I ever sigh and pine?
My lines and life are free; free as the rode,
Loose as the winde, as large as store.
Shall I be still in suit?
Have I no harvest but a thorn
To let me bloud, and not restore
What I have lost with cordiall fruit?
Sure there was wine
Before my sighs did drie it: there was corn
Before my tears did drown it.
Is the yeare onely lost to me?
Have I no bayes to crown it?
No flowers, no garlands gay? all blasted?
All wasted?
Not so, my heart: but there is fruit,
And thou hast hands.
Recover all thy sigh-blown age
On double pleasures: leave thy cold dispute
Of what is fit, and not. Forsake thy cage,
Thy rope of sands,
Which pettie thoughts have made, and
made to thee
Good cable, to enforce and draw,
And be thy law,
While thou didst wink and wouldst not
see.
Away; take heed:
I will abroad.
Call in thy deaths head there: tie up thy
fears.
He that forbears
To suit and serve his need,
Deserves his load.
But as I rav’d and grew more fierce and
wilde
At every word,
Me thoughts I heard one calling, Childe:
And I reply’d, My Lord.

ND

The Catholic Group renewed
Some new faces on General Synod

A

t the end of the last session of
the General Synod, many
members of the Catholic
Group retired after accumulating many
years of faithful service between them.
The good news is that, after the recent
elections, Catholic representation will be
even stronger in the new Synod. Both
the Bishops of Beverley and Fulham
have been elected by the Suffragan
Bishops, and only one sitting member
has lost his seat. In addition, a good
number of new members, both clergy
and laity, have been elected – and often
in dioceses where there has not been any
Catholic representation for many years,
if at all.
It was particularly heartening that,
rather than becoming polarised on any
single issue, the main concerns our
candidates expressed in their election
addresses concentrated largely on
mission and evangelism, education, and
care for the poor and downtrodden. We
are equally thankful that other Catholic
candidates stood, as – even though they
were not elected – this signalled a
genuine willingness to play a full part in
the life and structures of the Church of
England in accordance with the Five
Guiding Principles.
Here is a random selection of six new
members of the Catholic Group in
General Synod:

Dr Nigel Aston

Fr Adam Gaunt - Diocese of York
Fr Adam Gaunt trained at St Stephen’s
House, and was ordained to the
priesthood by the then Bishop of
Whitby in July 2006. He is now Rector
of Loftus-in-Cleveland and Carlin How
with Skinningrove.

Dr Aston believes that traditionalist
Catholics elected to serve in 2015-20
owe a lot to those who fought so hard
over the previous five years to defeat the
deficient 2012 legislation, and says that
he will do all he can to support the
Catholic Group over the next five years
as the Church of England seeks to move
away from managing decline into
resourcing growth.
Ann Colton – Diocese of Chelmsford
Ann Colton grew up in Leytonstone, in
East London, and now worships at St
Augustine of Canterbury, Rush Green,
Romford. She has served on both
Deanery and Diocesan Synods, and
hopes that the Five Guiding Principles
will enable those of all integrities to
continue to flourish. She is passionate
that the Church should remain united in
its mission to reach out into the wider
community and claim disciples for
Christ.

Fr Adam Gaunt
Fr Gaunt hopes to see the General
Synod being less apologetic and more
self-confident about the position that
the Church of England holds at the very
heart of our nation, and within each and
every community. He also hopes to see
the parish system reinvigorated and
acknowledged as the point of delivery
and primary interface between church,
community, and society.
Dr Nigel Aston – Diocese of
Peterborough
Dr Nigel Aston is a religious historian in
the School of History at the University
of Leicester, with specialist interests in
eighteenth-century Britain and France.
He worships at St Mary’s, Kettering, and
is also on the electoral roll of St Mary’s,
Stamford, just over the border in the
Diocese of Lincoln.

Ann Colton
Fr Damian Feeney – Diocese of
Lichfield
As parish priest in Ettingshall,
Wolverhampton, Fr Damian Feeney
enjoys the daily round of pastoral and
evangelistic challenges, rooted in a local
community of faith and seeking ways to
help the church grow. As a Mission
Advisor he finds it a joy to work in
partnership with people across the
diocese to help and encourage the
ministry and outreach of a number of

continued on page 19
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devotional

Arthur Middleton

I

n a sermon (edited below) preached in
the Grosvenor Chapel, London, in Lent
1921, Bishop Charles Gore spoke of the
ethical character of the Kingdom of God in
the Beatitudes. Among these are three great
paradoxes.
1. People are everywhere hunting for money;
but I say blessed are the poor; if not the poor
in fact then at least in will and heart; blessed
are the detached.
2. People are everywhere hunting for pleasure;
but I say blessed are those who enter into the
sorrows and sufferings of the world; blessed
are they that mourn.
3. People are everywhere asserting themselves
and putting themselves first; but I say
‘blessed are the meek’.
It is not only in negatives that our Lord
describes the character of the Kingdom: the
positive descriptions of the Christian
The best thing to happen on our
summer holiday was for the satnav to stop working. After a shortlived period of frustration we dug
out our map book, and having
discovered where we were, began
to follow the map and road signs.
We felt wonderfully liberated! It
was marvellous to know where
were in relationship to other
places
and
landmarks,
to
interpret the landscape, and
know a little of what lay at the
end of the road signs. No more
blindly following the little arrow
and the unc-tuous voice. Digital
technology is astounding, but it
can soon de-skill us: we lose the
capacity to know where we are in
relationship to everything around
us.
I know young clergy who have
been so used to using a digital
Bible that they struggle to find the
appropriate place in a printed
version between two covers! We
are all too familiar with the sight
and sound of people of all ages
being blissfully unaware of what
is going on around them as they
look at a screen while walking,
and using earphones that rob
them of any aural context. If
prayer is to be authentic prayer –
that is to say a relationship
16 ■ newdirections ■ November 2015

character that follow attract even those who
are not willing to make that character their
own. There is the hungering and thirsting
after righteousness, which is no mere formal
righteousness but a positive passion for the
good; and the mercy and the purity or
singleness of heart; and the love of peace;
and the readiness to suffer.
This character – so unworldly, so
isolated from the world, but rich and
ennobling in its motives – is to stand, within
a bewildered or hostile world, distinct in
itself. It is to be like salt to keep the whole
from corruption; to be like the light shining
in the dark place, raised up like a city set on
a hill. That is to be the character of the
Christian life.
Our Lord then passes on to revise the
Ten Commandments. This is to prevent us
from thinking that because we are free from
the Pharisaism that burdened the Ten
Commandments, we can opt for a lower
standard. No! Here comes one of his ‘Except’
sayings: ‘except your righteousness exceed the
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees,
you will not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”

Ghostly
Counsel
Where Am I?
Andy Hawes is Warden of
Edenham Regional Retreat House
between ourselves and God –
then it must be a relationship
growing out of where we are,
being what we are. To pray is to
be aware of the here and now,
and to open it up to the reality of
God who is Spirit and Truth.
There are volumes upon
volumes written about distraction in prayer; but here I am
writing about something of a
different order. There is a real
danger in contemporary living –
shaped as it is by technology –
that our consciousness becomes
so distracted and dislocated that
both we and the reality of God are
constantly out of focus. We can
become so removed from any
sense of mental, emotional, and
physical stillness that our capacity
to attend to the spiritual is
compromised
or
crippled.
Contemporary lifestyle can so

The sixth commandment, ‘Thou shalt
not kill,’ so revised, means that in His
Kingdom you cannot be angry, because
anger is the root of murder. It is as serious as
murder. Feelings and thoughts of
antagonism and hatred – expressed in words
of bitterness and contempt – become more
deliberate, and therefore are the still graver
sin and subject to severer judgement. That
is the first movement of the will, and the first
expression of passion. It is the same with
adultery. Lusting after someone means that
adultery has already been committed ‘in the
heart’. The deliberately conceived intention
of sinning, though it is restrained from
actually taking effect, has all the sinfulness
and the guilt of the outward sin.
It is all a matter of the will. A person is to
look into his heart and where he or she finds
there something that inhibits true spiritual
freedom, or control over the passions, they
are to exorcise it and cast it out. A person
must be strong at the centre before he can be
free at the circumference of his being. As
Jesus said, ‘It is better to enter into life halt
or maimed rather than having two hands or
two feet to go into hell.’ ND
remove us from our present
context that we can soon lose
contact with it.
Prayer – our relationship with
God – must be firmly rooted in
our present situation, and it must
be one sensitive to and intelligent
about the context of that
situation. If we are to bring a
situation or person to God
prayerfully, we must be able to
pray ‘through it’ and ‘around it’.
Our engagement in prayer must
be one to which we bring our
whole mind and understanding.
That requires knowing what is
going on around us: not in some
superficial way, but in a way in
which
we
are
open
to
encountering the depths with the
help of God’s grace. Digital
technology can, in fact, be of
great benefit here. When allied to
the internet, it is a very
straightforward process to obtain
information, images, and sounds
of local, national, and world
events that can root our prayer in
a broader under-standing of the
cause and need for prayer. If we
are going to pray, we are duty
bound to pray with all our heart
and mind and understanding –
and this is beyond even the most
intelligent machine.

Education! Education! Education!
Ross Playle considers the importance of Church Schools to our national life

A

t the start of June I undertook two weeks’ classroom lighting candles provided an opportunity for pupils –
experience at St Stephen’s CofE Primary School, in regardless of age or religion – to share in the school’s values of
Lewisham, South London. Having never made any kindness and respect, to name just a couple. These values were
past observations in a church school I had only stereotypes often openly discussed, and it was good to see the children
and my own imagination to go on. What could I expect to engaged with them and putting them into practice throughout
find? Pushy parents from outside the catchment area? An the school day. A parent of any or no faith, I believe, would
institute churning out nuns and
appreciate these Christian values
priests? Staff who had been in dog
we can be proud of the fact that installed in their children: an
collars from birth? Fortunately, what
example of how schools do more
I discovered was very different. On the Church was the first institution than just teach times tables.
my first day, feeling a bit like Gareth to offer free education to workingYou don’t have to spend too much
Malone, filled with excitement for
time in a school before you get a
class children
the adventure that lay ahead –
good understanding of how it
admittedly with a slight sense of
operates and, more importantly,
trepidation of what exactly I would find – I entered a very who operates it. It became clear very quickly how dedicated
modern and vibrant environment in which from first glance every member of staff was to the school and to all its pupils.
it seemed that there would never be a dull moment.
Although this would be expected of any school, St Stephen’s
St Stephen’s single-class-per-year formation might suggest staff demonstrated a real conviction – driven by their own
that there is no interaction between the 5-year-old reception- personal faith – to ensure that every child achieved his or her
class pupils and the 11-year-olds in their final year; however, very best, as well as creating a safe environment in which the
possibly my most interesting observations made each day were children could develop physically, mentally, and spiritually.
at the school assemblies. These brought every pupil and
In return, the children had respect for every member of
teacher together for a short time to share in the Word of God staff: they regularly praised and thanked the teachers of St
with one another: singing songs, re-enacting Bible stories, and Stephen’s for their efforts. Being in the London borough of
Lewisham, the school has large numbers of first- and secondgeneration migrants, and an average of 75% pupils of ethnic
minority can make even an experienced teacher worry about
the delivery of a British educational system to a student with
little or no English. However, St Stephen’s is able to break down
both social and linguistic barriers to help all children achieve:
one pupil I was told about arrived at the school with absolutely
no English, but now, less than three years later, she is excelling
beyond the national average for speaking and writing for her
age; and the school is able to boast many other similar success
stories.
It’s important not to forget that in the past education was
delivered primarily by churches and other religious
institutions; often to students who could not afford to pay for
schooling. This is a historical fact that, as Christians, we should
be proud of. When certain groups and media outlets criticize
the part played by the Church in our education system, we can
be proud of the fact that the Church was the first institution
to offer free education to working-class children long before
the state did.
My experiences at St Stephen’s opened my eyes to
institutions that are delivering social change every day to
children: schools that continue to deliver a first-class
education to children who need it the most. Children who are
unlikely to attend high-performing independent schools can
still access a high standard of teaching in CofE schools. St
Stephen’s and many other CofE schools across the country
have been attaining this standard for years; and to me that’s a
school report which we should be shouting about! ND
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The Everlasting Arms
Corinne Smith on ministry to the dying

I

first met Alice (not her real name) when I was on-call and all her belongings, and that she felt she could now start to
one weekend at the Churchill Hospital, Oxford, where I move onto the next ‘bit’, as she put it.
was working as chaplain. The ward had called me because
She meant that she was getting ready to let go and move
Alice was very distressed. She had learned that her cancer had on in terms of her own physical body. I read to her from 2
spread very rapidly, and that she had only weeks to live.
Corinthians again [2 Cor. 5.1-2; 4-5]:
As we talked, Alice told me she was a Christian Spiritualist
– so I asked if she would like me to ask someone from her faith
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,
community to come and see her. ‘No’, she replied, ‘you’re doing
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
ok!’
eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to
I suggested she might find it comforting to hear Psalm 23.
be clothed with our heavenly dwelling . . . for while we are
When I read the words ‘surely goodness and mercy shall follow
still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish
me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the
not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what
Lord forever’, she asked ‘Isn’t there something else in the Bible
is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared
about rooms?’ I replied that I thought she might be thinking
us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as
of the passage from John 14, which contains the words ‘In my
a guarantee.”
Father’s house are many rooms…’
As our conversation progressed it was clear that Alice saw
She cried as I read it, and said: ‘It could have been written
herself as being very much on a journey – both physical and for me.’
spiritual – and I saw my role as being to provide
Prayer and reading sacred writings can be very comforting
companionship and comfort to her along the way.
to someone who is dying. I usually ask if a patient has a
When I visited Alice a few days later, she had been moved favourite Bible passages, or a particular translation that they
to a side room. She reminded me of the passage in St John’s would prefer me to use.
Gospel that I had read to her, and said how comforting she
Some people, when they come into hospital or a hospice
had found it. She added ‘and now I’m going to yet another put ‘none’ in the space marked ‘religion’; but I would say that
room’, because she was going to be transferred to a hospice later that doesn’t necessarily mean they have no spiritual needs. I
that day.
would say we all have ‘needs of the human
Alice was very impressed with the
spirit’. This is the need to try to find
Alice
saw
herself
as
being
room she was given at the hospice. She was
meaning in life’s experiences and make
a woman for whom colour and design
some
sense of what is happening to us: in
very much on a journey
were very important, and she took a childrelation to those closest to us, and in our
like delight in the furnishings and fittings.
relationship with God.
‘This room is much better than the last two,’ she said, ‘but I
Although many people are not consciously aware of their
guess the best one is yet to come’. Clearly, Alice was aware of a spiritual needs, the threat of disease and impending death can
real sense of progress in her journeying towards her ultimate make them come to the fore. I have never met anyone who has
home; and it was humbling to observe that - although her said ‘I wish I’d spent more time in the office.’ Any sense of
physical condition was worsening daily – she seemed at the regret has usually been in connection with how they have
same time to be growing spiritually.
treated those closest to them.
It occurred to me to read from 2 Corinthians [2 Cor. 4: 8Enabling reconciliation towards God, other people, and
9; 6-17]:
ourselves is therefore a significant part of care of the dying.
The way it is done will vary from an informal sharing of their
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed
need to ‘put the record straight’ to a sacramental confession
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
(for which, as a deacon, I would need to involve a priest). A
struck down, but not destroyed… So we do not lose heart.
deep sense of guilt can be the cause of much spiritual distress,
Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
and – in my experience – if people can be helped to ‘let go’ of
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight
the past, they can be freed-up to die far more peacefully than
momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight
they might otherwise.
of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what
When someone is dying we need to be prepared to sit
can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen
quietly and hold a hand, or to put an arm round the shoulder
is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
to express concern. Touch that has no clinical or medical
purpose can be very important: so much of people’s experience
Alice said that exactly described how she was feeling.
at the end of life may be of having physical things ‘done’ to
A couple of days later, Alice was allowed to go back to visit them which are not necessarily pleasant.
her flat for a few hours. When I saw her on her return she said
I remember taking Holy Communion in another hospital
she had found it helpful to be able to say goodbye to her flat to a very elderly priest who was dying. When I arrived, his
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sheets were twisted round him, and he said he felt very hot. I
When I am called to the bedside of a dying person, I
suggested that I might straighten his sheets and then wash his always addressed them by name and say who I am, whether
face. He agreed to me straightening the sheets, but said ‘I’m or not they are conscious. I then explain what I am going to
not sure about you washing my face, because when they [the do, prefacing my prayers by saying: ‘The prayers I am about
nurses] do it, it hurts.’ I said that perhaps I could try, and he to say are the prayers of the Church, which have been said for
could tell me to stop if it was uncomfortable. As I gently wiped hundreds of years,’ because this gives the prayers a weight and
his face with a cool flannel, he turned his head from one side an authority which many people find helpful. In my
to the other and said ‘Oh yes, this is
experience it often gives people
God’s work. When “they” do it, it is not Touch that has no clinical or ‘permission’ to accept death, especially if
God’s work. This is God’s work.’
medical purpose can be very they have been fighting it.
I have also found that laying on of
It has been my privilege to
important
hands, whether or not it is accompanied
accompany many people as they have
by anointing by a priest, can also bring a
been dying and, as I often say at funerals,
sustaining sense of peace to a patient that is almost tangible; ‘I couldn’t do my job if I didn’t believe there is more to life than
and is especially helpful when a person is nil by mouth and this life’. My experiences as a hospital and hospice chaplain
unable to receive Holy Communion.
have shown me the truth of the words from Romans [Rom.
Holy Communion is obviously a hugely meaningful part 8.38]:
of ministry to the sick and dying, however. It has been
humbling to see how communicants, through receiving the
‘I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
Body and Blood of Christ, are given the grace and strength
rulers, nor things to come . . . nor anything else in all creation,
they need to sustain them in whatever they have to face; or to
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
be able to allow the everlasting arms to enfold them and carry
Jesus our Lord.’
them on the next stage of their journey. The rites and rituals
around and after the time of death can also bring tremendous The Revd Corinne Smith is a Permanent Deacon and a former
comfort and peace to both the dying person and their loved chaplain of the Churchill and John Radcliffe Hospitals in Oxford,
ones.
and of the Sue Ryder Hospice at Nettlebed. ND

The Catholic Group renewed
parishes. He is a member of the College
of Evangelists, and a former VicePrincipal of St Stephen’s House.

continued from page 15

Commission for nearly ten years, and is
a placement supervisor for both preBAP candidates and those already in
training; and has been a training
incumbent.

the PCC. Formerly a member of the
Diocese of Derby’s Youth Council, she is
passionate about ensuring that young
people are heard within the Church, and
are continually given opportunities to
develop their faith. ND

Fr Damian Feeney
Fr Gary Waddington – Diocese of
Leeds
Fr Gary Waddington is now Team
Rector of St Wilfrid’s, Harrogate; and his
ministerial experience has taken him
through the sweep of socio-economic
settings and given him insight into the
different challenges faced across the
parishes. He has been a member of the
Church of England’s Liturgical

Fr Gary Waddington
Rhian Ainscough – Diocese of
Leicester
Rhian Ainscough is a psychology
student at Leicester University, and the
youngest member of the Catholic
Group. She worships there at St Mary de
Castro, where she is also a member of

Rhian Ainscough
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Embracing Our Limits
Lord Williams of Oystermouth on Laudato Si’: Part 1

P

erhaps the first thing that needs to be said about Pope will no longer give glory to God by their very existence, nor
Francis’s encyclical on the environment is that it is an convey their message to us” (33).
entirely natural development not only of the theology
The argument of these opening sections of Laudato si’
of Evangelii gaudium but also—as the extensive citations repeatedly points us back to a fundamental lesson: we as
show—of the theology of Pope Benedict XVI, especially as human beings are not the source of meaning or value; if we
found in Caritas in veritate. Both the Pope’s critics and his believe we are, we exchange the real world for a virtual one, a
supporters have often missed the
world in which—to echo Lewis
point:
Benedict’s
Christian This encyclical is emphatically not Carroll’s Humpty Dumpty—the
humanism, his consistent theology of
only question is who is to be master.
charting a new course in papal
the dignity of the human person, his
A culture in which managing limits
concern for a culture in which there
is an embarrassing and unwelcome
theology
is no longer a viable understanding
imperative is a culture that has lost
of any given order independent of human will—all this is touch with the very idea of a world, let alone a created world
reiterated with force and clarity by Pope Francis.
(i.e., one in which a creative intelligence communicates with
This encyclical is emphatically not charting a new course us and leads us into meanings and visions we could not have
in papal theology, and those who speak as if this were the case generated ourselves). The discussion in Chapter III of the
have not been reading either pope with attention. What is obsessive pursuit of novelty in our lives draws out very
uncomfortable for some is that a number of points, clearly but effectively how the multiplication of pure consumer choice
briefly made by the previous pontiff, have been drawn out in produces not greater diversity or liberty but a sense of endless
unmistakable terms. The fact that we live in a culture tone- repetition of the same and a lack of hope in the future. Once
deaf to any sense of natural law is here starkly illustrated by again, the underlying issue is the loss of meaning.
the persistent tendency of modern human agents to act as
It is fully in keeping with this general perspective that what
though the naked fact of personal desire for unlimited Pope Francis has to say about the rights and dignities of the
acquisition were the only “given” in the universe, so that unborn (120) is seamlessly connected with the dangers of a
ordinary calculations of prudence must be ignored. culture of ‘disposability’ in which the solid presence of those
Measureless acquisition, consumption, or economic growth in others who do not instantly appear to contribute to our
a finite environment is a literally nonsensical idea; yet the narrowly conceived well-being can so readily be forgotten.
imperative of growth remains unassailable, as though we did Ultimately, as the Pope lucidly puts it, ‘when the culture itself
not really inhabit a material world.
is corrupt and objective truth and universally valid principles
It is this fantasy of living in an endlessly adjustable world, are no longer upheld, then laws can only be seen as arbitrary
in which every physical boundary can be renegotiated, that impositions or obstacles to be avoided’ (123). Battling about
shapes the opening reflections of the encyclical and pervades legal controls is pointless unless we are able to persuade people
a great deal of its argument. The paradox, noted by a good of the human richness of a culture informed by that radical
many other commentators, is that our supposed “materialism” openness to meaning that is ready to leave behind the
is actually a deeply anti-material
calculations of profit and public
thing. The plain thereness of the
utility as the only tests of success and
we as human beings are not the political viability. The encyclical
physical world we inhabit tells us
from our first emergence into
makes various points in its later
source of meaning or value
consciousness that our will is not the
sections about the need for a robust
foundation of everything—and so its
international legal framework for
proper working is essentially about creative adjustment to an addressing our environmental crisis, but its focal concern is
agenda set not by our fantasy but by the qualities and that we should face the need for “a bold cultural revolution”
complexities of what we encounter.
(114).
The material world tells us that to be human is to be in
This article was first published in Commonweal on 23
dialogue with what is other: what is physically other, what is September 2015, and appears here by permission. It will be
humanly other in the solid three-dimensionality of other continued next month. ND
persons, ultimately what is divinely other. And in a world
created by the God Christians believe in, this otherness is
always communicating: meaning arises in this encounter, it is
not devised by our ingenuity. Hence the pope’s significant and
powerful appeal to be aware of the incalculable impact of the
loss of biodiversity: it is not only a loss of resource but a
diminution of meaning. “Because of us, thousands of species
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DISSERTH

T

ake the road south from Llandrindod
Wells, and turn right after a mile or so.
As you crest a rise, the hidden church
with whitewashed walls suddenly reveals itself
ahead, in a hollow by the Ithon. Its patron is
Cewydd, a 6th century Radnorshire saint, the
Saint Swithin of his day, known as Cewydd y Glaw
(Cewydd the Rain). Its tower looks early 14th
century; inside is about the most unrestored
interior in the land, with a three-decker pulpit of
1687 against the south wall, surrounded by box
pews. The pews bear dates, ranging from 1666 to
1722, the initials of their inhabitants, and in some
cases their names, like MRS CRUMMER and
JAMES WATT ESQRE. That’s the James Watt,
inventor of the steam engine, who retired to
nearby Doldowlod. Along the north wall there’s
what looks like a bench for servants; above are the
faded Royal Arms of Queen Anne, and you feel
that not much has changed in Disserth since then.
A bigger surprise awaits at the east end, as the
small altar is flanked by two box pews against the
wall: a very rare arrangement paralleled in just
one parish church, Easton (Suffolk), also late 17th
century. You won’t find Disserth in Addleshaw
and Etchells, but it is honoured in Nigel Yates’
Buildings, Faith and Worship. Go to Mid-Wales
and enjoy this priceless liturgical time capsule. ND
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Editorial
N

ew Directions congratulates all
those who have been elected to
serve on the General Synod in the
recent elections. It will not surprise readers,
however, that we offer our loudest cheers for
those who will constitute the Catholic Group
when the new Synod is inaugurated on 24th
November. We can be greatly encouraged by
the election results. The new Synod will have
a larger Catholic Group than the last one,
and, with many members of the previous
Synod having decided not to offer themselves
for re-election, there is a significant infusion
of new blood, including young priests and, in
the House of Laity, young women and men.
(There are also elected suffragan bishops in
both Provinces.)
The new General Synod has a hefty
programme of policy and (presumably)
legislation across the landscape of the
Church of England to address. No-one (of
course) can object to the aspirations
suggested by the terms ‘Reform and
Renewal,’ but simply declaring that
something is about reforming or renewing
the Church does not of itself guarantee either
outcome. Members of the Catholic Group
will not want to be, as Teresa May might
have said, the Grumpy Party, seeing the
problems and never the opportunities in any
proposal or initiative. But they will expect to
recall the Synod to a proper sense of the
Church as fundamentally a Eucharistic
community, and of the Church of England as
rooted in a tradition which is liturgical,
sacramental and which understands itself to
be part of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church of Jesus Christ. As to the specifics:
while a commitment to deeper discipleship
seems wholly to be welcomed, and while the
search for better ways to use the historic
assets of the Church of England in the service
of mission and growth would appear to be
both desirable and overdue, big question
marks remain around the direction of travel
in the matter of resourcing ministerial
education. The Church of England cannot
afford to reduce its commitment to highquality, residential training, alongside nonresidential, part-time and mixed-mode
models. Turning to the ‘simplification
agenda,’ members of the Catholic Group will
no doubt be on the lookout for the dangers
of excessive centralisation, or the erosion of
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the Church of England’s historic pattern of
checks and balances, while welcoming
genuine reforms which serve the spread of
the Gospel and the proclamation of the
Kingdom.
The other ‘great matter’ which will come
to Synod in the next quinquennium is that
of human sexuality, as the facilitated
conversations draw to a close. Here, we are a
long way from even knowing what the
question will be, if indeed there is to be a
question put to Synod. Many – probably
most – members of the newly elected
Catholic Group put something in their
election address to indicate that they uphold
the understanding of marriage enshrined in
the Church of England’s formularies, that
marriage as Christians propose it exists
between one man and one woman. And
many, too, urged the need for good listening
and the exercise of charity in the deepest
sense, as this process, and this discussion,
unfolds.
One subject which ought not to be on the
new Synod’s agenda is that of women in the
episcopate. The next five years should be a
time for the Five Guiding Principles to ‘bed
down’ in the life of the Church of England,
and for that mutual flourishing of which they
speak to become a reality. We at New
Directions are concerned, therefore, by the
open letter to Sir Philip Mawer (the
Independent Examiner appointed to assist
the church with the fair application of the
Five Principles and the House of Bishops
Declaration) published by WATCH and
available on their website. WATCH advises
Sir Philip that he has ‘the added disadvantage
of being male,’ and will therefore be ‘less
aware of the more deep-seated gender bias in
[his] environment;’ and further that ‘all [his]
decisions should be approached with a bias
towards women.’ It is disappointing that,
once again, a difference of theological
conviction as to whether women can be
ordained as bishops and priests is reduced to
a straightforward gender issue, male against
female. Forward in Faith never tires of
pointing out that its lay members include
more women than men; and to suggest that
all women are only on one side of this debate
is both inaccurate and disobliging. Perhaps
the Catholic Group will still have this issue
to keep its eye on after all. ND

the way we live now
Christopher Smith considers the recent excitement about the possibility of life on Mars

T

here was a great deal of
excitement at Michaelmas this
year, generated by a press
release from NASA claiming that there
is running water – that is to say liquid
water rather than just ice – on Mars.
Generally speaking, it’s pretty cold on
Mars – it has a thin atmosphere and is
further away from the sun than Earth,
and averages minus 60 degrees
centigrade – but sometimes the
temperature picks up to a pleasant 20 if
you’re in the right place at the right time.
Truth to tell, in spite of the hype, no
liquid has been collected and analysed in
a test tube, either remotely on Mars or
by human hand on Earth; and the press
release actually said that Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter has found ‘the
strongest evidence yet’ that briny water
flows intermittently on the red planet.
That evidence is that a spectrometer has
observed ‘darkish streaks’ that ‘appear to
ebb and flow over time’ when the
temperature is as high as minus 23.
When put like that, it doesn’t seem
so exciting, does it? But the press of
course immediately became highly
excited, taking their cue from the lead
scientist at NASA’s Mars Exploration
Programme, who said, ‘It seems that the
more we study Mars, the more we learn
how life could be supported and where
there are resources to support life in the
future’. The headline writers were in
clover. ‘Does water on Mars mean alien
life is out there?’, asked the Telegraph.
‘Mars find suggests our solar system is
awash with life’, said the Guardian. ‘Dark
secrets in the Martian sand give trickle
of hope’, thought the Times.
It all goes to show how desperate we
seem to be to find life somewhere ‘out
there’, on a planet other than our own.
Somehow, the possibility that there is a
small quantity of very salty running
water on Mars does not fill me with all
that much excitement; but I do feel, as
perhaps many of us do, that there is at
least a theoretical possibility that God
has created life on other planets, given
that he has created it here.

Scientists, of course, always want to
reduce these things to numbers, and in
the early 1960s, an American radioastronomer called Frank Drake came up
with an equation (containing some
hugely conjectural factors) for
estimating how many civilisations there
might be in our galaxy. To be fair to
Drake, he developed it largely to
stimulate thinking on the question, and,
by putting relatively high values on the
various factors, came up with a figure of
50,000 civilisations. It has to be said,
though, that if you put very low values
in each time, you might find as few as
twenty. Or maybe just one.
But twenty would be interesting
enough, and one could hardly blame
people who spend their working lives
looking at the stars for wondering
whether there are other civilisations out
there, and, if so, how many. By the same
token, they might also be concerned
about what messages we are sending into
space to anyone who might want to
interpret them. Those of us who were
watching Blue Peter in 1972 remember
Pioneer 10 being sent off with a plaque
designed by Frank Drake and Carl Sagan
screwed to its outside showing line
drawings of a man and a woman, now
deemed somehow sexist. Today, a
Russian billionaire called Yuri Milner is
offering a million quid to the person who
comes up with the best message to offer
our fellow creatures across the Milky
Way. I was sad to see a rather cynical
letter on the subject from a
correspondent to one of the nationals
who said that, ‘given that the bulk of the
world’s population cleave to the notion
that our life-form is God-given and
unique among the planets, it should
probably be penned by a consummate ad
man’.
Certainly, those of us who believe in
a creating God (the bulk of the world’s
population) do accept that our life is
God-given, but I don’t think (correct me
if I’m wrong) that as Christians we have
ever been required to believe that we are
the only life-form in the created

universe. Indeed, we are required to
believe in an order of spiritual, noncorporeal beings whom we usually call
‘angels’. And the fall of the angel whom
we call the devil or Satan is the beginning
of the story of our own fall, since man,
instead of resisting that cosmic fall, eats
the fruit of the forbidden tree and falls
too.
Last month, I made brief mention of
the science-fiction trilogy by C. S. Lewis,
with its voyages to Mars and Venus.
Lewis posits worlds beyond our own
where there has been no fall, where there
is no word for ‘evil’, and where it would
not enter anyone’s mind to do something
they knew to be against the will of God.
It’s a useful scenario to help us think
about original sin: what if the fall had
never happened? Of course, no fall
means no Incarnation, no incorporation
into God himself. No wonder the
Exsultet speaks of the ‘happy fault’, the
‘necessary sin of Adam’. But no fall also
means no Babel, no predation, no war.
So perhaps we have less to fear than
most science fiction writers would have
us believe. We often reflect that alien
life-forms might look entirely different
from us humans; but Lewis helps us
imagine that they might behave very
differently too. With no fall, why should
they want to do us harm? Maybe, just
maybe, there are races out there who
simply want to do the will of God.
All that is made seems planless to the
darkened mind, because there are more
plans than it looked for. There seems no
plan because it is all plan; there seems no
centre because it is all centre. Blessed be He!
[C. S. Lewis, Perelandra, p277] ND
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views, reviews and previews
art
GOYA
National Gaery
Until 10 January 2016
According to Simon Schama, Graham
Sutherland’s portrait of Sir Winston
Churchill is one of the greatest portraits
of the twentieth century. Shortly after it
was displayed in public for the first time
the portrait was destroyed, allegedly
because it made Churchill look old and
senile. Since he couldn’t have seen it, this
makes Professor Schama’s judgement a
miracle of tele-criticism; and in the spirit
of such fantasies we should be glad that
Churchill was not painted by Francisco
José de Goya y Lucientes, the first great
maker of the unsparing portrait.
We might also compare the pettiness
of Churchill to the attitude of Ferdinand
VII: a man reviled by contemporaries
and historians, but who was gracious
enough not to destroy the genuinely
unflattering portraits Goya made of
him. There are six large and unflattering
portraits of the king by Goya, the finest
of which is this exhibition. In truth, no
artist managed to make Ferdinand look
good – and Vicente Lopez y Portana has
a particularly car-crash version worth
looking out for. But this show’s portrait
not only shows the king to be malign: it
does so with ermine, and braid, and silks
rendered with dazzling freedom. Maybe
for once in his portraits the darkness of
Goya’s vision fitted the subject matter,
and this great survivor could speak truth
directly to power.
The National Gallery’s show has
been called one of the greatest of the last
ten years. A comparison with the
Rembrandt earlier this year says it isn’t.
For one, there are plenty of poor
paintings in it – as far as we can tell
Goya was largely self-taught. The
earliest paintings in the show are
practically primitive, though even these
show a superb, smooth handling of
fabrics – there was never a painter of
such black humour who delighted so
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much in fine silks. And in the early
pictures the faces are often doll-like, the
more so with rich patrons than close
friends. And the perspective was often
awful: you only have to see the desk in
his 1795 Duke of Alba and the squashing
effect it has on the duke’s beautifully
clothed stomach and hips.
The composition can be messy – as it
is in the first great picture in the show,
The Family of the Infante Don Luis de
Borbón. But look at that picture and see
the way Goya places the Infante and his
son in imperial profile against powerful,
vigorous, and untrustworthy courtiers;
while a beautifully observed hairdresser
prepares the hair of Don Luis’s wife. All
of these are early examples of the
strengths of Goya’s portraits.
Another long running theme in that
picture is the way it echoes the great Las
Meninas of Velázquez. In a sense, the
long dead Velázquez was Goya’s most
important teacher. Time and again Goya
took from him his royal poses, his
hunting mise en scène (Goya was a
fanatical hunter), and the shadowy
presence of the painter himself. The
most intriguing of the self-portraits, that
of 1792-95, shows Goya gaudily dressed
in the shadows while the picture itself is
flooded with creamy colour. It’s an odd
picture, though no odder than one with
his doctor towards the end of his life
which is unexpectedly tender.
Many of Goya’s greatest paintings –
greatest in design and freedom of paint
and in tortured imaginative daring – are
not portraits. Paintings such as The
Colossus, or The Shootings of May 3rd 1808,
or Saturn devouring his Sons are much

more powerful than his pictures of
aristos and royals. Looking at his very
good imitation of a Gainsborough
swagger portrait The Count of Fernán
Núñez, you would not expect The
Disasters of War, one of the greatest ever
series of etchings and depictions of war.
So this show doesn’t give us Goya full on;
but it does give a very good selection of
some of his finest portraits. These are
very clear-sighted in a way that Manet
would pick up on, and later Lucian
Freud.
To return to the comparison with
Rembrandt: in many of these pictures
Goya does not have the Dutchman’s
virtuosity and feel for composition.
Above all, he lacks Rembrandt’s warmth.
The portraits are powerfully observed;
but there is often a hint of the surgical
about them, and the sketch of his friend
Juan Fernández de Rojas on his death
bed suggests as much. And then there is
the great red-and-black painting of the
Duchess of Alba. That portrait was so
daring for a society picture that it stayed
in Goya’s studio. But for all the impact
of its design – and the painterly verve in
the depiction of her lace, and the
courtier’s skill in hiding what looks like
a wonky nose – Goya doesn’t give us the
woman whose every hair was said to be
erotically charged.
It is no surprise that Goya influenced
Picasso, another great painter for whom
it is hard to feel affection. Still, as the
1805 portrait of the Marchioness of
Santa Cruz shows, he could do a very
good belly-button swelling under the
chiffon.
Owen Higgs

books
ADVENT JOY
Journeying towards the Nativity
Julien Chilco-Monk
Gracewing, 108pp, pbk
978 0852448755, £6.99
As I write, in the middle of October,
posters for the Christmas fair have just
appeared in my parish church. I first
spoed Christmas cards on the
supermarket shelves at the end of
September this year. Advent calendars
are ten-a-penny, emblazoned with
everything from Peppa Pig to Doctor Who
through the entire cast of Frozen. I
recently saw a beautifully made wooden
‘Advent train’, consisting of a loco driven
(somewhat incongruously) by Father
Christmas, and a number of carriages
containing doors out of which sweets
and other goodies peeped suggestively
and temptingly. All very jolly; and all
completely devoid of the meaning of
Advent.

at is why you should buy this book.
It is, eﬀectively, an Advent calendar with
words instead of chocolate. It contains
twenty-four ‘stations’ (beginning on 1
December, irreective of the date of
Advent Sunday), and takes the reader on
a journey through salvation history as a
way of preparing for the coming of the
Saviour on Christmas Day. It starts,
appropriately enough, with ‘In the
beginning was the Word’, and then works
its way more or less chronologically
through Creation, the Fall, the
Covenants of the Old Teﬆament, the

foretelling of the Messiah and the
ministry of St John the Baptist, the vital
roles of Our Lady and St Joseph, and the
birth narratives. It concludes on
Christmas Eve with the Nativity and the
Adoration of the Shepherds.
Each ‘station’ begins with a short
scriptural passage. is is followed by a
meditation in the form of a ‘personal and
enquiring prayer to the Heavenly Father’,
bracketed at the beginning and the end
by the familiar words of the Lord’s
Prayer. e meditations, if read carefully
and prayerfully, contain much wisdom
and spiritual guidance. ey are solidly
biblical in foundation, although
occasionally other sources are used as
well – including the beautiful story in
the non-canonical Protoevangelium of
James of the world standing still for a
second to herald the birth of Christ. It is
a beautiful way of describing the
indescribable.
Aer the meditation, each ‘station’
continues with a passage from
traditional Advent material – oﬃce
hymns, the Advent Prose, the ‘O’
antiphons, and so on. Each day’s oﬀering
finishes with the Hail Mary and the
Glory Be. Everything is wrien out in
full, so the book, slender though it is,
stands alone as a complete Advent
resource. e author has chosen well
from the deep riches of the Church’s
Advent tradition, and has produced an
admirable Advent guide.
Advent Joy is araively presented,
not expensive to buy, and would make
for an excellent Advent devotion – or a
truly Christian gi for somebody
wishing to recover the real meaning of
this most beautiful liturgical season.
Luke Briers

WHEN SILENCE SPEAKS
The Spiritual way of the
Carthusian Order
Tim Peeters
DLT, 224pp, pbk
978 0232532029, £12.99
Donald Allchin’s seminal work on the
revival of the religious life in the Church
of England was entitled e Silent
Rebeion. His point was that ‘by their
religious profession they [the members
of the new communities] brought into

the open that silent rebellion against the
tyranny of evil and the conventions of
this world to which every Christian is
pledged by his baptism’. Since Allchin’s
book was published in 1958, the tyranny
of evil has not subsided to any significant
extent, and the conventions of the world
have not become any noticeably less
opposed to the doctrines of the
Christian Church. In a world (and a
Church) that is increasingly filled with
noise, much of it meaningless ( just as
most of the noise in a swimming pool

comes from the shallow end, to
paraphrase W. H. Vanstone), intentional
silence is as much of a rebellion today as
it ever has been.
All of which is to say that there is a
clear value to the exploration of silence,
and several authors, poets, and songwriters have explored precisely that
topic in recent years and decades. And
yet like so many things, it is easy to make
silence sentimental, or to detach it from
any ecifically Christian meaning or
significance. e 2006 film Into Great
Silence – acknowledged and referred to
here – was successful precisely because
it tapped into a general (and perhaps
romantic) longing to know more about
silence and to experience it; whilst at the
same time presenting with integrity the
life and worship of a religious
community uerly grounded in the
praice of silence.
Silence is vital to most forms of
monasticism in one way or another, but
it is in particular an integral part of the
life of the Carthusians. In this beautiful
book – translated from the original
Dutch – Tim Peeters, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Mechelen-Brussels,
achieves in one volume both a praical
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guide to the history, life, and customs of
the Carthusian order; and a work of
spiritual guidance that will be of value to
many.
Peeters is keen to rebut the claim that
the Carthusian way of life is ‘useless’.
Quite the reverse: for the few who are so
called, it is the only sure way of finding
unity with God; and by their apparently
useless life, devoid of any notions of
utilitarianism – even in the service of the
Church – the Carthusians oﬀer a
reminder to the rest of the Church of the
value of contemplation. e modern
world’s ‘tremendous need for immediacy
and eﬃciency leaves almost no space for
tasting spiritual and transcendent
realities’, says Dom Marcellin eeuwes,
sometime Prior-General of the
Carthusians. So the Carthusians
dedicated their entire lives precisely to
this quest for the spiritual and the
transcendent. Unlike other religious
orders, they do not run parishes or other
institutions, and each monastery aims to
be self-suﬃcient as far as possible.
Having said that, the order does
continue to make the famous drink
Chartreuse, and Peeters tells us that the
profit from this business is enough to
‘provide for the sustenance of the entire
Carthusian order, both male and female
branches’. Snippets of praical
information alongside deep spiritual
wisdom are one of the charming things
about this book! In addition, Peeters,
and the Carthusians he quotes, have a
fine eye for the memorable line. us,
monks in general and Carthusians in
particular are to be understood as ‘a kind
of firehouse on the edge’. Monks are like
candles – they burn brightly for Christ.
And the Carthusians ‘waste [their] lives

because [they] love Jesus. But anyone
who has fallen in love, knows that real
love can lead to the biggest follies’.
at the Carthusian quest for the
transcendent is not an easy or
comfortable one is made abundantly
clear by the testimony of a number of
Carthusians interviewed by the author,
and by the details of daily Carthusian life
that he provides. e regime is sparse
and austere. A life of extensive solitude
can be diﬃcult, even dangerous for those
who are not genuinely called to it. Yet at
the same time, the fact that each monk
is provided with a four-roomed cell in
which to work, eat, sleep, and pray
means that within the strict confines of
the monastic life – shaped and moulded
by the recitation of the Divine Oﬃce
and celebration of Mass – each
Carthusian monk has rather more
freedom to order his life and work in
accordance with his interests and his
gis than is the case in many other
religious communities. Finding freedom
in ways very diﬀerent to those
understood by the world is a vital part of
the silent rebellion which the religious
life entails.
As we have already seen, silence lies
at the heart of this rebellion. But what is
silence? Silence is not merely the absence
of noise. It is, first and foremost, the state

in which one can truly listen to God:
hence the seeking aer the solitude of
the desert which saw the very beginnings
of monasticism, and the understanding
of the desert as the supreme place of
encounter with God which continues to
run through the Carthusian life. Silence
is ‘a language that is nourished in
solitude’, says an anonymous Carthusian
in the preface to this book. Other writers
go further, describing the solitude of the
Carthusian cell as ‘an ear-spliing
silence’, and the Carthusian life in its
totality as ‘a storm in silence’.
It is clear that such a life is not easy,
and that few are called to it; and
although spread across the world, the
Carthusian order is tiny in relation to
most other religious orders. And yet as
one author quoted here puts it, ‘the
contemplative life is a true and ecific
charisma within the Church. In the way
of all other charismas, it contributes to
Christ’s mission of redemption of all
creation. Only the one who remains
faithful to his own charisma bears the
fruits the people need.’
When Silence Speaks is an excellent
guide to the Carthusian order for those
who would wish to know more about it.
But its value goes beyond that. Silence
eaks to us all, and we all need to
cultivate the disciplines of listening and
contemplation. ose of us who are not
called to the Carthusian way of life still
have much to learn from it. Buy this
book, and take in the sound of silence.
Ian McCormack

MERCY WITHIN MERCY
Georges and Pauline Vanier and
the Search for God
Mary Frances Coady
DLT, 156pp, pbk
978 0232531893, £9.99
‘Have you had sight of me, […] my
child? Mercy within mercy within
mercy.’ is sentence on God from
omas Merton is the heading for a
deep, thoughtful reminder of a Christian
rule of life told through the fascinating
biography of Jean Vanier’s parents. e
title counters the tendency of some of us
to ‘think of God as if he were in a chronic
state of irritation with us’. Acceptance of
God’s merciful love, transformation in,

26 ■ newdirections ■ November 2015

MORE MUSINGS FROM
MAULDEN
Richard Farquharson
St Mahew Publishing, 218pp, pbk
978 1901546545, £10

and radiance of it are seen as pivotal to
Georges and Pauline Vanier, their lives,
their family, and their work that
spanned the 20th century. e spiritual
depth of the book is enhanced by its
fascinating history of the period during
which Georges served as GovernorGeneral of Canada and Pauline founded
the Vanier Institute of the Family. She
ended her days serving with Jean in the
L’Arche community for the mentally
disabled.
What I found so powerful about the
book was its breathing with the two
lungs of prayer and social aion. From
early days Georges and Pauline adopted
a rule of daily Eucharist and 30 minutes’
prayer, and regular spiritual direction. It
is the leers that survive from directors,
and their Trappist son Benedict, that
make the book so rich. ere are few
books on how to live profoundly whilst
engaged in social aivism, let alone a
chronicle of faith at work among folk
prominent in the life of the world: they
were personally involved with Churchill
and others in the international tumults
of their day. e later leers of Benedict
to Pauline, as she adjusts to L’Arche, are
particularly rich. I end with one of his
lovely counsels: ‘A very praical way
(and good for all of us!): deliberately,
once a day (twice if you can) be total
acceuil, “acceptance”, “presence” to
someone else. I mean a deliberate eﬀort
to follow whoever it is in unconditional
acceptance and aention. It is a good
“exercise”, “praice”, because we tend so
to bend towards ourselves’.
John Twisleton

Richard Farquharson, a paralegal who
also runs a website for the Community
of the Resurrection, lives in Maulden, a
village in Bedfordshire some forty miles
north of London. is is his second
collection of previously unpublished
essays and articles. His interests are
wide-ranging and varied, and include
churches,
monasteries,
English
landscapes, and the beauty of nature. All
receive aention in this araively
produced book, which comes complete
with good quality photographs of the
places, buildings and (occasionally)
people the author has visited. e book
is also shaped to some extent by the
changing seasons of the Church’s year.

Farquharson visits Pusey House in
Oxford and admires the chapel, the
library, the quadrangle and the tangible
atmosphere of ‘piety and learning’.
Walking along the North Yorkshire
coast he stops to admire nature’s beauty,
and finds evidence that many have done
so before him: a large plaque in a wall,
bearing words from Psalm 121: ‘My help
comes from the Lord, the maker of
heaven and earth’. He returns to Mirfield
and enjoys being a student for a week
and climbing the College tower. He
recounts his annual pilgrimage to
Walsingham, and notices (as I have done

on many occasions) the peace and
stillness that descends on the place on a
Sunday aernoon when most of the
pilgrims have departed. He writes about
flora, and food, and Candlemas, and the
arrival of a new incumbent at his parish
church. He visits Derbyshire, Kent,
London, and Lile Gidding.
More Musings from Maulden is
informative and readable, thankful for
the beauty of the world, and aware of the
greatness of God’s goodness. A very
useful appendix gives the web addresses
of many of the places and institutions he
visits. e book is a gentle and
undemanding stroll along the byways of
its author’s hobbies and journeys. It is
clear from his writing that Farquharson
is not a traditionalist, but he nonetheless
values much about the buildings,
institutions, and life of the Church of
England that readers of New Directions
will also find important. I enjoyed much
of what he has to say, and the
photographs help to make this an
araive lile book in every sense.
Kate Gatsby
St Helen’s Abbotsham,
Diocese of Exeter,
Under the Episcopal Care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet
Priest-in-Charge (1/3 stipend)
The parish of St Helen’s, Abbotsham,
situated in the beautiful countryside of
North Devon, is an attractive and lively
village with an excellent Church of England
Primary School.
Further details at
www.exeter.anglican.org/vacancies or via
www.smftrust.org.uk/vacancies.php from
where the Parish Profile can be
downloaded.
Closing date: 16th November 2015
Interviews: 2nd and 3rd December 2015
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Book of the month
Ian McCormack welcomes a new study of an important bishop

JR: THE LIFE & MINISTRY OF JOHN
RICHARDS, FIRST BISHOP OF EBBSFLEET
John Fairweather
Additional Curates Society, 112pp, pbk
978 0993393006, £10
At a time when Catholics in the Church of
England are having to learn how to live
under the legislation that paved the way for
the consecration of women bishops, this
appreciation of the life and ministry of the
first Bishop of Ebbsfleet is a significant
reminder of how the decision of the
Church of England to ordain women to the
priesthood two decades ago necessitated an
even bigger change in the life and
structures of the Church.
Uerly convinced that General Synod
had no authority to make such a dramatic
and unilateral change to the nature of
ordained ministry, John Richards did much to mould the
understanding and praical detail of what a Provincial
Episcopal Visitor should be. Despite the opportunities for
diocesan provision which have always existed (and continue
to be exercised today, albeit now on a very limited scale) the
PEVs have been crucial to the continuing Catholic life in the
Church of England, and we owe much to the men – John
Richards among them – who made their existence a reality
and their continuing existence possible.
John Richards was in some ways not an obvious choice to
be the first Bishop of Ebbsfleet. As Robin Ellis recalled in his
funeral address (printed in an appendix), some thought him
too old, too eﬆablishment, too Anglican, and too blunt in
manner. Yet these concerns quickly evaporated as Richards
began his episcopal ministry. He revelled in the opportunities
available to the PEVs to be genuine pastors, free of much
(though not all) of the bureaucracy that nowadays seems to
be an integral part of church life, and of which he had had
extensive experience as Archdeacon of Exeter for many years
before his consecration. is pastoral aect of the ministry of
the PEVs is one which continues to be greatly valued by priests
and people today.
Richards travelled extensively. e Ebbsfleet episcopal
area initially covered the whole of the Southern province, until
the See of Richborough was created to cover the eastern part
of it. In his carrying out of this massive role, Richards relied
greatly on the support of his family and the gracious hospitality
of the parishes, priests, and people that he visited. In return,
he did much to boost and maintain the morale of those who
oen found themselves isolated and under aack.
Fr John Fairweather has wrien a worthy appreciation of
‘JR’, as he is referred to throughout. e book itself has been
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admirably produced by the Additional
Curates Society, of whose work Richards
was a great supporter. e text is leavened
by a good number of interesting black and
white photos; but it would have been
easier for the reader had the captions for
these been printed alongside the relevant
photos, rather than being listed together at
the back of the book.
Much that is of interest in
biographies comes from the edges and
from the almost incidental details, and
there is a wealth of such detail here. ey
give a snapshot of how the Church of England has changed –
and the ways in which it hasn’t. For example, Richards’s
ordination cards are reproduced: he was ordained in Exeter
Cathedral on Trinity Sunday 1960 and celebrated Mass for
the first time at 8am the next day, for such was the custom at
the time.
Touching, too are the details of the daily routine during
JR’s first incumbency: Morning Prayer, Communion and
meditation in church before breakfast; reading, studying, and
interviews in the morning; visiting and meetings in the
aernoon but always home in time for the children’s bath
time; and more meetings and visits in the evening. Again, such
a paern was not unusual at the time.
Photographs of JR’s time as Rector of Heavitree show him
working with up to six other clergy and a number of Readers.
A synopsis of his Visitation Charge as Archdeacon of Exeter
in 1988 reveals a mind and a ministry that was rooted firmly
in the Catholic Anglican tradition and insisted on the
importance of authority, the Divine Oﬃce, the study of
theology, and concern for the poor. He also emphasises the
importance of paying the parish share and of ensuring
that parishes have adequate insurance. Some things don’t
change.
Richards enjoyed an aive but relatively brief semiretirement, and died suddenly on 9 November 2003. His
funeral requiem was held in Exeter Cathedral, and his ashes
were interred in Heavitree churchyard. Fr Fairweather
concludes his book with the scriptural words that JR himself
used at confirmations: ‘Be faithful unto death, and I will give
you the crown of life’. is is an important book, about an
important and faithful man. ND

Secular
Liturgies

T

Tom Sutcliffe is unimpressed by Benedict Andrews’s La Bohème at ENO

he Press Information folded into
my programme for La Bohème
with English National Opera at
the London Coliseum opened with a
sentence that no critic needs to see or
could warm to: ‘Opera’s greatest love story
comes to the London Coliseum in
Benedict Andrews’ brilliant new
interpretation’. Forget the missing “s” after
the name Andrews and its apostrophe,
which sounds when we say “Andrewsiz” as
we do, honouring the possessive ‘his’ that
the apostrophe represents. St Thomas’
Hospital alas is equally illiterate.
But can any press pack for critics call
Puccini’s flawless masterpiece ‘Opera’s
greatest love story’? Not many operas lack
love stories. Bohème is one in a long line.
And how about ‘brilliant new
interpretation’ – before any of us scribblers
has even seen it? And, anyway, the
production was staged by Dutch National
Opera in Amsterdam last year and there
are even photos of the Dutch cast in the
programme.
It is not just Lunchtime O’Boulez in
Private Eye who fears for the future of this
great national institution. Ways of saying
things are warning signs. The new Chief
Executive – who was a management
consultant – is ‘updating the brand’ and
wanting to ‘engage with stakeholders’, we
learn from the website. Of course she is
not responsible for this borrowed
production (one of many in the current
season) nor for the fact that the company
– for almost a decade under John Berry,
whose successor as artistic leader has not
yet been found – created very few
revivable successes of standard works with
its new productions. Nor can she be
blamed for the false economy of abolishing
the ensemble that nurtured so many great
British singers in the past and helped
sustain so many fine British directors and
designers; instead relying on John
McMurray’s often short-term casting
choices, and preference for coming
American stars already signed up by
Columbia Artists. These days you would
not know from what you see and hear that
English National Opera exists not just to
put on more or less good performances at
an affordable price (both in the way it
funds what it does, and in the ticket prices
it charges) but to affirm and embody the
operatic tradition in our country – which

is why it works in English translation. It
has existed since the 1920s but it’s doubtful
it will survive a century.
The Chinese woman conductor of this
new Bohème, Xian Zhang, made her ENO
debut with this opera in 2007. She is a
sensitive stylist but does not seem to do
much opera. Conducting Puccini involves
not only the brilliant colouring and
expressiveness of the orchestration, but
minute attention to the way the singers
actually make their characters’ meaning
and intention clear. Puccini is not an idiom
in which songs are shaped; but a musical
realisation of dramatic communication
and self-examination. Partly because the
conducting did not register and dragged –
luxuriating in details without regard to
how the drama was building – and partly
because the young cast seemed hopelessly
inexperienced and uninteresting as actors,
I have seldom experienced a Bohème with
so little real emotion and commitment in
it.
The four Bohemians were all very tall;
but not separately characterised as one
usually sees. Duncan Rock’s Marcello was
soft-toned and reserved; and Ashley
Riches and Nicholas Masters as the
musician and the philosopher seemed
indistinguishable. Zach Borichevsky, the
American Rodolfo, flunked the top notes
and failed to impress. All four were
presented as contemporary rich
youngsters. Corinne Winters, the
American Mimi – who has a really nice
and colourful voice – never for a moment
seemed like a poor underpaid innocent
seamstress.
Since the new Andrews staging
requires Rodolfo to be about to mainline
with heroin when Mimi knocks on the
door (where we have seen her standing
almost from the start of the opera, since it
has a glass panel), getting to know each
other is all to do with how they manage
their shared drug-taking. I have never
thought Bohème could have much to do
with Trainspotters. The Café Momus turns
out to be a sort of John Lewis store in the
run-up to Christmas, a background which
Simon Butteriss (doubling as the landlord
Benoît and Musetta’s rich companion
Alcindoro) struggles to dominate with his
impeccable style. But, as with Mariame
Clemént’s Bern staging of Bohème, the
populace (especially an excess of children)

are disguised in masks and the parading
band is reduced to a few musicians
marooned on a shop-front display.
The third act also uses a sort of
architectural float for the nightclub where
Musetta (Rhian Lois, who is rather good)
is performing. But since almost none of
the emotional discussion and connections
between the central characters carries any
conviction, all the efforts and differences
from normal in the Andrews staging pass
for nothing. The last act, the death scene,
takes place with the back window from
the artists’ studio no longer frosted up but
showing a rather London-like park, with
young prep-school children playing in
uniforms. This is what the press hand-out
meant by ‘interpretation’, I suppose. But I
wonder whether Andrews, who has been
busy directing a film, actually rehearsed
this revival. The programme credits a
movement expert called Ran Arthur
Braun (who looked after the ‘flying’ in the
recent Peter Pan opera in Stuttgart and
Cardiff ) as Associate Director – which
often can be taken to mean that the
production was actually not staged by the
credited director but by the associate.
Benedict Andrews is a good director who
works well with performers (however
dumb his ideas for La Bohème may have
been) and this scarcely seemed
recognisable as work done by him.
The lamentable recent reduction in
the ENO subsidy by four million pounds
has clearly crippled the institution, and
prevented it from performing the role it
should perform. The diet this season is
entirely borrowed shows or revivals, some
of work created 30 years ago. The problem
is that neither the Government, nor Arts
Council England, thinks it is an institution
that needs to exist, though this is in fact a
country with far too few performing arts
institutions. If one that matters – like
ENO – fails to live up to its potential and
purpose, the solution is not to abolish it
but to replace those running and
supervising it (the board and the artistic
leadership) with totally new people. But
they need to be experts. And after what
has been happening to the performing arts
– and especially opera – in Great Britain
over recent decades, no such experts are
anywhere to be found. ND
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The Jesus Prayer
John Twistleton looks at the spirituality and use of this Orthodox prayer

‘B

e so kind, Reverend Father, as to show me what prayer but I needed a gi of God to get me back to basics in my
without ceasing means, and how it is learnt?’ ‘e Christian discipleship. A sabbatical in Guyana did this for me.
continuous interior Prayer of Jesus is a constant I came back with the gi of continuous prayer spoken of by St
uninteupted caing upon the divine Name of Jesus with the lips, Paul in 1 essalonians: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
in the spirit, in the heart; while forming a mental picture of his on me, a sinner.
Buy why did I write a book about 12 words? Because too
constant presence, and imploring his grace, during every occupation,
at a places, even during sleep. e appeal is couched in these terms, many spiritual seekers are looking to the meditation
‘Lord Jesus Christ, [Son of God] have mercy on me [a sinner]’. One techniques of eastern religion, and have not heard of the Jesus
who accustoms himself to this appeal experiences as a result so deep Prayer; because of Christians I know burdened by anxiety and
a consolation and so great a need to oﬀer the prayer always, that sorely in need of finding what’s most important, which is hour
he can no longer live without it, and it wi continue to voice itself by hour centering upon the Lord; and because I have
within him of its own accord. Now do you understand what prayer discovered riches worth sharing from the Eastern Orthodox
without ceasing is?’ ‘Yes, indeed, Father, and in God’s name teach tradition. e Jesus Prayer is a simplification to life, and I
me how to gain the habit of it, I cried, fied with joy’. ‘Read this know it because it’s simplified my life.
book’, he said.
Repetition of the ancient Jesus Prayer fulfils Paul’s
ese words, from the Russian classic Way of a Pilgrim, invitation to pray without ceasing and can serve as entry into a
chime with the call to spiritual fruitfulness in the Goel. ‘Lord simpler and more spacious approach to living, including
freedom from anxiety.
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on
e prayer expresses the good news
me a sinner.’
The Jesus Prayer is
e Chapter headings of my own
of Christianity. It aﬃrms both the
thoroughly evangelical and coming of the Saviour and our need for
book Using the Jesus Prayer: Steps to a
Simpler Christian Life (Bible Reading uncompromisingly catholic. his salvation. Based on incidents in the
life of Our Lord it combines St Peter’s
Fellowship, 2014) pick up the simplifying
power of the Jesus Prayer, which is to me a simple discovery, a act of faith in Jesus – “You are the Son of God” (cf Ma 16.16)
simple choice, and a simple prayer that leads to a simpler – with the cry of the Publican – “have mercy upon me, a
sinner” (Luke 18.13b).
mentality, worship, devotion, and life.
It also exalts “the name which is above every name” (Phil
ese are great claims and I wouldn’t make them unless
fuelled by a ‘eureka’ moment. Mine was when the Jesus Prayer 2.10b), because you can’t repeat the name of Jesus with a good
– which I’d known about for 30 years – became a simple focus intention without touching his person, God’s person. In my
experience it comes into its own as an extension of
for a life of overbearing complexity.
In 2007 I had many things on the boil, with plenty of sacramental communion. Fr Sergei Bulgakov writes:
e Name of Jesus, present in the human heart, communicates
spiritual interests as a diocesan mission and renewal adviser;
to it the power of deification. . . Shining
PILGRIMAGE TO SHRINE
through the heart, the light of the Name of
OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Jesus iuminates a the universe.
for priests and laity
e Jesus Prayer is thoroughly
Monday 9th - Monday 16th May 2016.
evangelical and uncompromisingly
Led by the Bishop of Beverley, Bishop Glyn Webster
catholic. To pray it continually is to
7 days full board - includes breakfast
centre upon the good news of Jesus
frcmg.upnorth@btinternet.com
four course lunch / four course dinner
Christ with the faith and prayer of the
plus - half day excursion to Aljustrel,
church through the ages. is goel
Mancunia Booking Form and
the Parish Church and Cemetary and
encounter is in recollected repetition of
Information from
the "Commercial Paramentaria" (BIG tat
the Holy Name of Jesus, which is found
Father C. Malcolm Gray. ssc
shop), full day excursion to Obidos and
(Priest Director Ecumenical Friends of
eventually to convey his close presence.
seaside resort of Nazare.
Fatima Association)
e Jesus Prayer of Eastern Orthodoxy
Flat 7 Dulverton Hall,
is said to help those with overaive
Schedule Flight from Heathrow to
Esplanade, Scarborough YO11 2AR
minds because it fills the mind with the
Lisbon.
phone 01723 351 432 / 01723 340 107
thought of Jesus. at is certainly my
mobile 07721 664 178
Cost to be confirmed
experience. It could be yours if you try it
(2015 price / £790) Deposit £200.
and
persevere.
Provisional Bookings for the
Bookings close 31st December 2015.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
"Centenary" Pilgrimage 2017 Tuesday
mercy on me, a sinner. ND
9th May - Tuesday 16th May 2017, with
Valid Passport and Insurance
coverage required
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a £200 deposit can now be made.

Autumn Diary
‘Thurifer’ enjoys the season, laments the young, and proposes a return to active ministry
Gentleman’s Relish
Autumn is my favourite season. In my garden the leaves on
the trees have turned from dull green to flaming orange or
bronze; while underfoot the fallen leaves are crisp, and crunch
satisfyingly. A house near me has a Virginia Creeper that has
turned the most beautiful red, like the richest silk. I like the
misty mornings that turn to bright and clear skies. I even like
the days of wind and rain. An afternoon walk in the
countryside in autumn rain, followed by tea and toast smeared
with Patum Peperium back in a warm house is bliss.
The fall of the year and its notes of melancholy shot through
with light and warm colours cannot be beaten. Not all of
autumn – or any season – can be entirely satisfying. Recently,
on public transport, I have noticed the intrusive, steely,
piercing corncrake voices of (mainly and sadly) the young.
And the language! Expletives are employed as verbal
punctuation. Perhaps even worse, is the incomprehensibility.
How they understand one another baffles me. I heard this: ‘So,
like, you know, like, he, sort of, like, kinda said, like, well, like,
no’. Are we returning to the communication of grunts and
groans? No doubt there is a liturgy currently being drafted to
catch the trend.

the episcopal pension would not be barriers to my acceptance,
that I would reluctantly accept membership of the House of
Lords, and would, with much hand-wringing, pocket the daily
allowance. Presumably I could have a grace-and-favour flat in
town, as I would be assiduous in attendance; but I would
occasionally visit my diocese to see how things were going.
My Mission Strategy would be to close down as many
churches as possible or, if absolutely necessary, amalgamate
parishes into sustainable units of mission. I would increase the
numbers of sector ministers and diocesan apparatchiks (not a
term of abuse in my dictionary) to facilitate the work of parish
priests. This may mean that parish priests will spend most of
their time writing reports and answering questionnaires from
their dozen-or-so line managers, but that would be
compensated (not financially) by introducing zero-hours
contracts for parish workers. I wait to hear.

Recalling Siena
On a brighter note, I saw a marvellous film: ‘Palio’, directed by
Cosmia Spender, grand-daughter of the poet Stephen Spender.
It captures vividly the drama of the Sienese horse race, its
speed and danger, as well as the rivalries and machinations of
the contrada, (districts) behind the scenes – and some not so Punditry and prophecy
behind-the-scenes. Immediately before the start, jockeys Autumn is the time for Party Political Conferences. The
negotiate and bargain and offer inducements to gain Conservatives tried – but did not entirely manage – to avoid
giving the impression of ‘We are the masters now.’ The Liberal
advantage.
It evoked memories of my only visit to Siena some twenty Democrats were crying in the wilderness, where their rhetoric
years ago. It was the Sunday before the second running of the seemed to have taken leave of the reality of their position.
race (there is a race in July and the second on the day after the Gladstone, Rosebery, Campbell-Bannerman, Asquith, Lloyd
George. Clegg and Farron are 4th
Assumption). We saw the Campo
Division
rather than Premier
with the track set out, and one of the
the episcopal stipend and the
League.
Mr
Cameron. Meanwhile,
contrada processions with flags being
episcopal pension would not be cannot shake off his sense of
twirled and flung about with skilful
entitlement. His seriousness of
barriers to my acceptance
abandon. We heard Mass in the
purpose was derailed by ‘revelations’,
Cathedral. It is there that the winner
of the August running is carried in triumph, and the film which were nothing if not amusing.
Labour elected Jeremy Corbyn. For some he is a breath of
shows the scenes of wild cheering in a packed church. The film
fresh
air; for others, with longer memories, a stale reminder
does not seem to have a wide distribution, and there was only
of
a
discredited
past. Inveterate dissent (‘strong message here’)
one showing in a trendy cinema near me. If you can, do seek
is rarely a recipe for the complexities of government. A
it out.
minister who has been dismissed in a re-shuffle asked Prime
Minister
Clement Attlee why he had been sacked. ‘Not up to
Volo episcopari
In the early hours of one morning – in the midst of a sleepless the job’, was the reply. Judged by his first weeks in office, when
night – rather than count sheep, I composed an application ineptitude and incompetence soon outran inexperience, that
for entry into the Talent Pool. I pointed out that I had been might be the verdict on Mr Corbyn sooner rather than later.
As I write the wind is stirring the trees, and the leaves
retired for some years but would be prepared to emerge if I
could be of service. I made clear that the episcopal stipend and continue to fall. Time for a stroll. ND
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touching place
ST MARY THE VIRGIN AND ALL SAINTS, FOTHERINGHAY, NORTHANTS

T

o view Fotheringhay church from the
south-east is to witness a tranquil scene,
not wholly at one with its past. Mary,
Queen of Scots, was beheaded in 1587 at the nowvanished castle.
There had been an ordinary parish church on the
spot until 1411, when its rebuilding began to
accommodate a college of priests. Edward Langley,
Duke of York, procured an indulgence to those who
visited and gave alms to the building work, granted
in 1413 by the anti-pope John XXIII. Edward died
two years later at Agincourt, but work on the choir
pressed ahead.
In 1434 a contract was drawn up by parishioners
(including the Duke of York) with the architect
William Horwood for the building of the nave and its west tower, to complete a building that was obviously meant to be a
great family mausoleum. It was here that Richard, Duke of York (later Richard III) brought the remains of his father (the
3rd Duke) and elder brother – who had both been killed at the Battle of Wakefield in 1460 – for re-interment in 1476. His
mother, Cecily Neville, was also buried there. But Fotheringay’s glory was brief: after the Dissolution the de-roofed choir
rapidly fell into decay before its
demolition in 1573, and it fell to
Elizabeth I to have the remains
of her ancestors, the 2nd and 3rd
Dukes of York, reinterred on
each side of the present altar at
the East end of the nave.
Even in its mutilated state, the
church is splendid. As specified
in the contract of 1434, the
tower bears an octagonal crown
– very likely a reflection of the
octagonal central tower of Ely
cathedral – whilst the nave is
filled with light that floods
through its large Perpendicular
windows.
Map reference TL059931
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the
Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be
good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I
DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer
of Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.

parish directory
continued

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am.
Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs
10am, Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett 07929 750054
LONDON SE16 St Mary Rotherhithe, St Marychurch
Street SE16 4JE A Fulham Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am,
Evening Prayer 6pm, Benediction monthly. Mass times: Tues 12
noon; Wed 10am School Mass; Thur 6pm; Fri 9.30am; Sat
9.30am. Tube: Jubilee Line Bermondsey/Canada Water/
Rotherhithe Overground. Visitors most welcome. Fr Mark
Nicholls SSC 0207 394 3394 - 07909 546659

Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper
01642 824779
NORTH YORK MOORS St Leonard, Loftus and St
Helen, Carlin How, both ABC Parishes situated on the edge of
the North York Moors. Sunday Mass: Carlin How 9am and Loftus
10.30am. Mass every day except Thurs and Fri. Parish Priest: Fr
Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) Resolutions ABC. Sunday:
Parish Mass 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr James Wilkinson 01865
245879 www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and discover Oxford’s
hidden Comper Church!

OXFORD St.Barnabas and St Thomas. Services:
Saturdays 5.30pm Vigil Mass (St.Thomas). Sundays 8.00am Low
LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Mass, (St.Barnabas), 9:15am Matins (St.Thomas), 10.30am
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Forward in Faith Parish
Parish Mass(St.Thomas), 6.30pm Evening Prayer (St.Barnabas).
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses:
For Daily Mass see website: www.sbarnabas.org.uk. Parish
Sunday 8am; Solemn Sung 11am; Mon 8pm; Tu es 7.30pm; Wed priest: Fr Jonathan Beswick 01865 557530
9.30am; Thur 7pm; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass apart from
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART MISSION COMMUNITY
Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr
PARISHES A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC, DSCR St
Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
John, Exeter Street (PL4 0NG) Sunday: Mass 11.15am; St
Gabriel, PeverellTerrace (PL3 4JJ) Sunday: Mass 10am; St Mary,
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am;
Federation Road (PL3 6BR) Sunday: Mass 10am. Parish Priest: Fr
Sung Parish Mass 10:30am. Midweek Mass: Tues 7pm, Wed
Keith Haydon 01752 220644
7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 9:30am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabriels.com
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Society. Sunday: Mattins - 10am; Parish Mass with Sunday
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite,
School - 10.30am; Evensong - 5.30pm; Low Mass 6pm. Daily
traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music.
Oﬃces and Daily Mass. Friday Bible Study at 11.30am. Regular
Sunday: Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Mon
study groups, see our website.. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris
10am, Tues 11am, Wed 7pm, Thur 10am, Fri 1.15pm, Sat 10am. 0118 957 2831 www.sgilesreading.org.uk
Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Reg
Bushau 020 7370 3418 www.saint-stephen.org.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury.
With the spire at the end of St. Martin’s Church Street behind
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and Wiltshire College. A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday:
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent
Parish Eucharist, 11.00am (also 8.00pm 2nd and 4th Sundays)
preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday Daily Oﬃce and Eucharist. For further information contact:
Mass: Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW
Parish Administration on 01722 503123 or
Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities.
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher.
Parish Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340
01722 500896
LONDON Sw20 and Sw19 St Saviour, Grand Drive,
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
Raynes Park and All Saints, SouthWimbledon, Forward in Faith
(near Shrewsbury railway station). A Forward in Faith Parish under
Parishes under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. St
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC.
Saviour Sunday Parish Mass: 9.30am. All Saints Sunday
Sunday: Mass 10.30am. For daily Mass times or further
Solemn Mass: 11am. For other Sunday and weekday masses
information, contact Fr Michael Fish SSC 01743 244879
contact Fr Michael Blackman 020 8542 2787
SOUTH BENFLEET, Essex St Mary the Virgin FiF under
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The
the pastoral care of The Bishop of Richborough. Sundays 10am
Forward in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur Parish Mass, other service highlights: Wed 7.30pm Mass and
at 12 noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Exposition; Sat 9am Mass & Rosary, Family Masses as
Sacrament until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced.
announced. Friendly Faith and Worship. Parish Priest: Fr Leslie
Contact the FiF Oﬃce on 020 7388 3588 or email:
Drake SSC
www.stmaryrotherhithe.org

chaplain@forwardinfaith.com

LOUND Suﬀolk St John the Baptist. Sung Parish Mass.
Sunday Mass 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday's 9.30am Further details
from Fr David Boddy SSC 01 502 733374
MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy
Family. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For
other Sunday and Weekday Services or further information
please contact the Rector, Fr Tony Mills: 0161 681 3644
MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and
Pendlebury: All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine,
Pendlebury; Saint Peter, Swinton. A Forward in Faith Parish.
Sunday Masses: 8am and 5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS),
10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA). Daily Mass in Parish. Fr Jeremy
Sheehy, Rector: 0161 794 1578, Parish Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175
email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com

SOUTHPORT St. Luke, corner of Hawkshead St and St.Lukes
Rd, about 1/2 mile from town centre. Sundays: Parish
Mass10.30am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday
Mass: Tuesday 7.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am followed by
refreshments, Thursday 11am, Friday 12 noon, Saturday 10am.
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Hutchins SSC - email:
fr.Hutchins@btinternet.com - 01704 213711- www.sluke.
co.uk

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, Forward in Faith, ABC; Sunday: 9am Sung Mass and
Sunday School, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday
of month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817

STAFFORD, St.Peter, Rickerscote. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Res.AB&C.
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday: Sunday - Parish Mass 10.15am. For further information contact
Fr.David Baker SSC 01 785 259656
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday

STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays:
Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm.
Confessions after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
STOKE-ON-TRENT, SMALLTHORNE St Saviour.
ABC. Convenient for Alton Towers & the Potteries. Parish Mass
Sunday 11.00am. Weekdays: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
09.30, Wednesday noon. Contact Fr.Andrew Swift 01 782
827889 - frandrew@smallthorne.org
www.smallthorne.org

twitter@SSaviours

SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street,
Millfield. A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of
the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am,
Benediction 6.30pm, Mass 7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed
10.30am, Tues and Thur 7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary
Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm. Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by
appointment. Parish Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk

SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Forward in Faith Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am,
Solemn Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass - Tues 9.30am, Wed 7.30pm
Thurs 10am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am. Confessions by
appointment. Contact Fr Peter Harnden on 0208 644 9070,
Churchwardens: Douglas Boreham 0208 646 4682 and Stanley
Palmer 020 8330 7408
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Sunday masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;10.30am
S. Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact Fr Dexter
Bracey 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, Princes End, DY4 9ND. ABC. Sunday: Parish Mass
9.30am, Sunshine Club 9.25am in the Hall, Evening Prayer 4pm.
Weekday Mass: Mon and Thurs 7.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am,
Friday and Saturday 10.00am. www.fifparish.com/
stjohntipton Parish Priest: Fr Simon Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510
TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
FiF, Society. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
257888 frmennis@gmail.com, www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
TORQUAY All Saints, Babbacombe - ABC Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 10.30am Sung Parish
Mass. Weekdays: 9.30am Mass (Except Thurs – 6.30pm). Fr.
Paul Jones – 07809 767458 Cary Ave, Babbacombe. TQ1 3QT
allsaintsbabbacombe.org.uk

wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily
Mass. Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of
Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday:
Mass 9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and
Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic
Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a
church beautifully restored. Parish Clergy: Fr Ron Farrell: 0121
556 5823 or Fr.Gary Hartill 0121 505 3954- Visit us at www.
saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily
Mass and Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www.
stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY St Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Sunday 8am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6pm
first Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West, visitors
welcome. Resolutions ABC. Parish Priest: Fr Walsh 0151 632
4728 www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk

Continued on next page
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wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Forward in Faith Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome.
Sundays: 9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am
Mass (Wed, Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes
SSC 01934 204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934
415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road Modern catholic
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
(usually): Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school);
Informal Eucharist 11.15am; EP and Benediction 5pm (1st
Sunday). For times of daily and Holyday mass ring Parish Priest:
Fr Richard Harper SSC 01305 778821
wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Forward in Faith Church
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. ABC
Resolutions. Sunday: Sung Mass 10.30am. Weekday Masses:
Tues 10.30am, Thur 12 noon. Contact: Canon Malcolm Jones SSC
01962 869707 (Parish Oﬃce) or Churchwardens: Barbara Smith
01264 720887 or John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: enquiry@
holytrinitywinchester.co.uk - website:
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Forward in
Faith church with traditional rite. Resolutions A,B &C passed.
Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
YORKSHIRE near Skipton on the road to Colne and
Clitheroe. Three rural churches which make up the only
Resolutions ABC Parish in the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. For further
information please contact Canon Nicholas Turner SSC 01282
842332

Diocesan
Directory
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMKingstanding St Luke*
0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360 7288, Small
Heath All Saints* 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha* vacant,
Washwood Heath St Mark, Saltley St Saviour* 0121 328 9855,
(*Forward in Faith Registered Parishes)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYAshford South St Francis
with Christ Church 01233 620600, Borden *SS Peter and Paul
01795 472986, Deal *St Andrew 01 304 381131, Eastchurch *All
Saints 01795 880205, Folkestone *St Peter 01303 254472, Guston
*St Martin, 01304 204878, Harbledown *St Michael 01227
464117, Maidstone *St Michael 01622 752710, Preston St
Catherine 01795 536801, Ramsgate *St George, Holy Trinity
01843 593593, Temple Ewell SS Peter and Paul 01304 822865, (*
resolutions in place)

Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973 5168; Long Eaton St Laurence, Bp Roger
Jupp 0115 973 5168; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St
Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246
498603
DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes:
Abbotsham St Helen, vacant - Churchwarden 01 237 420338;
Babbacombe All Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St
Peter, Fr D Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr G
Stanton 07925 051905; Exeter St Michael & All Angels,
Heavitree; St Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul,
Burnthouse Lane; St Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392
677150; Exwick St Andrew, Station Road, Fr J Bird 01392
255500; Great Torrington St Michael, Little Torrington St Giles,
Frithelstock St Mary & St Gregory, Taddiport St Mary
Magdalene, Vacant - 01805 622166; Holsworthy St Peter & St
Paul, Fr.C.Penn - 01 409 253435; Ilfracombe Team, Fr R Harris
01271 863467; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacant 01566 784008;
Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Vacant - Churchwarden 01 626
212339; Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St
Boniface Fr R Carlton 01803 351866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007;
Plymouth Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St
Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle,
Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission
Community Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym St
Gabriel the Archangel, Peverell Park; St Mary the Virgin, Laira, Fr
K Haydon 01752 220644; Plymouth St Bartholomew, Devonport
& St Mark, Ford, Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Torquay St
Marychurch Fr R Ward 01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G
Chapman 01803 327223; Torre All Saints, Chelston St Matthew
Vacant 01 803 607429; Winkleigh All Saints, Fr P Norman 01837
83719
FiF, DIOCESE OF GUILDFORDAldershot St Augustine,
Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity and All
Saints, Fr Martyn Neale 01276 35287 - Please contact clergy for
details of services or visit www.forwardinfaith.info/guildford
FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackford and Woodville Fr T
Vale 01283 211310; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S Lumby
0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572 820181;
St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsall, Fr.Ian
Wright 0116 277 7455; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P
O’Reilly 0116 240 2215
FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN ABC Parishes: Binbrook Group
(Louth) Fr Walker 01472 398227; Edenham ( Bourne) Fr Hawes
01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine Fr Martin 07736 711360;
Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr Noble 01205 362734; Wainfleet
Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; AB Parishes:
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke
All Saints (Kirton) vacant (Mr.Tofts 01 205 260672). Nonpetitioning parishes: Lincoln City Mrs Ticehurst 01522 850728 ;
N.E. Lincs Fr Martin 07736 711360 ; S. Lincs Fr Noble 01205
362734

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
and the DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Parish
Priest, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821; Cross Green St Hilda,
vacant (Churchwarden S F Greenfield) 0113 2842706; Harehills
St Wilfrid, Fr John Hilton 01132 497724; Hunslet St Mary, vacant
(Churchwarden S Wildridge) 0113 2522827; Armley and New
Wortley St Bartholomew, Fr Ian Wright SSC 0113 289 0824.
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas Please ring for details of services
of Canterbury, ABC, Fr Robert Clack 01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, ABC, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe St FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, ABC,
Barnabas, ABC, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St Michael, FiF, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe
Coppenhall, ABC, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151; Dukinfield St
Ascension, ABC, FiF, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Luke, ABC, vacant; Knutsford St John the Baptist, ABC, Rev Nigel
Chadderton St Mark, ABC, FiF Churchwarden - Janet Rogers
Atkinson 01565 632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle,
0161 627 4986; Failsworth Holy Family, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Mills
ABC, Fr Robert Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, ABC, Fr
0161 681 3644; Glodwick St Mark, ABC, Fr Graham Hollowood
Kenneth Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, ABC, Fr
0161 624 4964; Hollinwood St Margaret, ABC, FiF, Fr David
Peter Walsh 0151 632 4728
Hawthorn 0161 681 4541; Lightbowne St Luke, ABC, FiF, Fr John
O’Connor 0161 465 0089; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, ABC,
FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYAnsty St James; Coventry St
FiF Churchwarden - George Yates 0161 258 4940; Moss Side
Luke, Holbrooks; St Nicholas, Radford; St Oswald, Tile Hill;
Christ Church, ABC, FiF, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476;
Leamington St John the Baptist; Nuneaton St Mary and St John,
Oldham St James with St Ambrose, ABC FiF, Fr Paul Plumpton
Camp Hill, St Mary’s Abbey Church; Shilton St Andrew. For further 0161 633 4441; Peel Green St Michael, ABC, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161
details contact Fr Kit Dunkley 02476 688604
788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, ABC, FiF, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773
1642; Royton St Paul, ABC, FiF, Canon Peter McEvitt - 01 706
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBYDerby: St Anne, Churchwarden
843485; Salford St Paul, ABC, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736
Alison Haslam 01 332 362392; St Luke, Churchwarden Frank
8868; Swinton and Pendlebury ABC, FiF, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0160
Stephens 01 332 512673; St Bartholomew, Churchwarden Ian
794 1578; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony
Dew 01 332 760195; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St
James Fr Malcolm Ainscough 01246 232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity, Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary Magdalene, ABC, FiF, Fr
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Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St Crispin, ABC, FiF, Fr
Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, Fr John
Davies 01983 401121; Portsmouth: St James, Milton, Fr Paul
Armstead 023 9273 2786; St Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton
02392 378194; The Ascension, North End, Vacant (Churchwarden
02392 660123); Southsea Holy Spirit, Fr Philip Amey 023 9311
7159; Stamshaw St Saviour, vacant Churchwarden 023 92643857
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael,
10.45am Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass;
Swanley St Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low
Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am
Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
Higham St John, 9.30am Sung Mass, 6.30pm Low Mass;
Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge
Wells St Barnabas, 8am Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass, 6.30pm
Benediction; all contact details from Fr Jones 020 8311 6307
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS ABC Parishes: Bedford St
Martin, vacant; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424;
Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr Beresford 01923 236174; Holy
Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582 579410; St Mary, Sundon & St
Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582 583076; Watford St John, Fr Stevenson
01 923 236174. Other ‘safe’ parishes: Letchworth St Michael & St
Mary, Fr Bennett 01462 684822; Potters Bar St Mary & All Saints,
Fr Bevan 01707 644539 (please contact clergy for details of
services)
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Heveningham Benefice Fr Tony Norton 01 986 875374; Ipswich St
Mary at the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass
10.45amMendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye
SS Peter and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 798 1986.
FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
vacant; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard 01302 285 316;
Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; Edlington St John
the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St
Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr Wise 01709
582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 01302 784858; New Bentley
Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St
Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant;
Ryecroft: St Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy
Trinity, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Doncaster Ss Leonard &
Jude (with St Luke) Fr Pay 01302 784858; Sheﬃeld: St Bernard,
Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114
2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, vacant; St Matthew,
Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
times, etc)
FiF, DIOCESE OF SOUTHAMPTON Parishes (under
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough) welcome
you: St Barnabas, Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road)
Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service
details from Fr Barry Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity,
Millbrook (Oﬀ A33 city centre road from M271) Sunday: Solemn
Mass10am, Midweek Mass and other service details from Fr
William Perry SSC 02380 701896
FiF, SOUTHwELL and NOTTINGHAM DIOCESE- ABC
churches: Nottingham: St Cyprian c/o Fr Hailes 0115 9873314; St
George and also St Stephen, Fr Rushforth 0115 952 3378;
St.George the Martyr, Netherfield, vacant, contact Churchwarden
Mrs.L.Barnett 0115 9526478. Worksop: St Paul, vacant; contact
Churchwarden Mrs M Winks 01909 568857; Priory Church of Our
Lady and St Cuthbert, Fr Spicer 01909 472180, who is also the
contact for SSWSH in the diocese
DIOCESE of TRURO - FIF Recommended Parishes
FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, Fr. M. Mesley –
01326 218947; PENRYN: St. Gluvius, Fr.S.Wales – 01326 378638;
ST. DAY: Holy Trinity, (AB) Fr.Simon Bone - 01 209 822862; TRURO:
St. George, Fr. C. Epps – 01827 272630

News from The Society and
Forward in Faith

Bishops of
the Society
The Bishop of Beverley

Colin Podmore reports on recent developments

PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE

News from The Society
At the request of the Council of Bishops, a new Vacancies section has been added
to the Society website: www.sswsh.com/vacancies.php. The intention is that all
vacancies in parishes under the oversight of a bishop of The Society will be listed
there, to give Society priests an overview in one place of the positions that are
currently advertised. For each vacancy, there is a link to the advert on the relevant
diocesan website. (Advertising in NEW DIRECTIONS will continue to be a good
idea, as an advertisement here will also reach priests who are not actively looking
for a move.)
Over the summer, other areas of the Society website have been re-organized and
streamlined. Further information has been added to the About Us section. The
material is now presented in a more user-friendly way, in an increased number of
pages, which are accessible from a drop-down menu.
The new Priests and Deacons page (www.sswsh.com/ Priests-and-Deacons.php)
has links to the forms which permanent deacons of both sexes and male deacons
preparing for ordination to the priesthood can use to register as Deacons of The
Society.
The Dioceses and Parishes section includes lists of all the churches in each
diocese that are affiliated to The Society. (At www.sswsh.com/parishes.php, click
on the name of the diocese to get to the diocesan page, on which there is a link to
the list of churches.) For each church, the listing includes the postcode of the church
building and links to the parish’s pages on www.achurchnearyou.com and the parish
website.
Forward in Faith information
In some areas there is confusion
about membership of Forward in
Faith. Only those who pay a
subscription to Forward in Faith
nationally are members of
Forward in Faith. Worshipping in a Forward in Faith registered parish does not
make someone a member of Forward in Faith. Some branches ask for a contribution
to cover their costs in mailing newsletters and other communications (where these
are still sent by post rather than email). Those who pay such a branch contribution
are not members of Forward in Faith unless they are also paying a national
subscription. Equally, those who pay a national subscription cannot expect to receive
mailings from their local branch unless they are contributing to the cost of such
mailings.
The news from The Society above was published as a news release on the Society
website and a Forward in Faith ‘breaking news’ email alert was issued to draw
attention to it. It is repeated here because the number of people who have signed
up for FiF ‘breaking news’ emails is less than half the number of recipients of New
Directions. If you would like to receive news from Forward in Faith as it is published,
please go to www.forwardinfaith.com/news.php and click on the link at the top of
the page. On average, a news item is published once a month, so the number of
emails will not be onerous, and each email includes a link to enable the recipient to
unsubscribe.

01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 bishop.tony@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(SUPERIOR-GENERAL , CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT )

St Laurence’s Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham NG10 1JX
0115 973 5168 rajupp1@hotmail.com

The Right Revd David Farrer
(formerly Bishop of Wangaratta)
The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)
The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Dr Geoﬀrey Rowell
(formerly Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe
The Right Revd John Salt OGS
(formerly Bishop of St Helena)
The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
UK: £30
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR FRIDAY, 9.30 AM
TO 4 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Friday, 9.30 am to 4 pm)
* Members of Forward in Faith Wales – Credo Cymru
who are not also members of Forward in Faith UK
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£20 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£40 for 2 months
£40 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 401611
email m.silver@breathe.com
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CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can
provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. En
suite accommodation in beautiful Georgian
Rectory in ABC parishes. Individuals and
small groups are most welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms are available for
day visits, disabled facilities, self-catering flat.
Contact Fr Andy Hawes, ERH Church Lane
Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS, 01778 591358 athawes@tiscali. co.uk

