parish directory
BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am. Further details of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website:
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Contact Fr.John Luﬀ 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid and S.Hilda. Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am,
Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon Robert
McTeer SSC 01388 604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk
BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday. Low
Mass 8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, oﬃces,
benediction and confessions as displayed on notice boards.
Parish priest: Fr John Underhill 01205 362734

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Daily Mass - Tuesday 9.30am,
Wednesday 9.30am, Holy Hour, 10am Mass Friday 9.30am, Saturday 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295 6411.
Parish website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA A Parish of the Society under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditionalists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am, Rosary/Benediction
usually last Sunday, 5pm. Mass Tuesday, Friday & Saturday,
9.30am. Canon David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184, rectorofelland@btinternet.com
www.ellandoccasionals.blogspot.co.uk

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass. Evensong 6pm
(followed by Benediction 1st Sunday of month). Weekday Mass:
BURGH-LE-MARSH Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24 daily 9am, Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon. Contact Father Mark Haldon5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Jones 01303 680 441 http://stpetersfolk.church
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
e-mail: church@stpetersfolk.church
time) On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
GRIMSBY
St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
very welcome. Church open daily from 9.00am- 5.00pm. Rector: Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh.
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Christmas Eve - 4pm
PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email:
CribService, 11.30pm Midnight Mass. Contact telephone number
father.terry@btclick.com
07941894822
CARDIFF near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am; HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
Bishop of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass; 16.30 (Winwww.stmaryscf10.co.uk
ter)/18.30 (BST) Evening Prayer Fourth Sunday: 18.30 Evensong
CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episco- with Benediction (Occasionally Choral) Monday: 12.00 Mass Fripal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, day: 10.30 Mass Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Barnard 01422 360740
Solemn Evensong and Benediction (3rd Sunday only) 6pm.
www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk
Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed 6.30pm (with Healing and
HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Society
Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Williams 01460 419527 www.churchofthegoodshepherdSung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Oﬃces and Confessions as dischard.weebly.com
played. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme Buttery SSC 01429 273201
CHESTERFIELD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday:
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Evening Prayer 3.30pm, Low Mass: HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
Tuesday 7.15pm, Saturday 8.30am, (Benediction last Tuesday of Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
month). S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, , Der- Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
byshire, S42 5DB Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thursday: Low Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and cereMass 7.15pm, (Benediction 2nd Thursday of month). Contact: Fr. monial sung to Merbecke. Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442
Geoﬀrey Borrowdale SSC 01246 232486 frgeoﬀrey@ 243258 e-mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk

www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html

stpaulshasland.com

www.stpaulshasland.com
KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
walk
from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
CHOPwELL
Saint
John
the
Evangelist
NE17
7AN
A
Society
BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce & Mass as
Benediction 5pm. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First Sat of
displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207 561248
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham. For furp.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
4pm Choral Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Eventher
information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce 020 8974
song with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
COLCHESTER St.Barnabas Church, Abbot's Road, Old Heath, 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at
(Society/ FiF). Sunday Mass 10am (Sung). Monday 6pm, Tuesday
5.30pm.Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569; Parish 10am, Thursday 7pm, Holy Days 7pm. Check website for other
LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A registered parish
oﬃce 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com
of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda. Nearest station is Wapping
daily services www.stbarnabaschurcholdheath
(Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am
BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne, Vicar Father Richard Tillbrook, SSC. 01206 797481
Solemn Mass Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Contact: Fr Jonathan
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of fathercap@hotmail.com
Beswick SSC 0207 481 2985, Fr Robert Ladds SSC 0207 488
Richborough. Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Said Mass every DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire Society of
3864 www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
Tuesday at 10am, and Wednesday at 10am and 7.30pm. Parish St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the episcopal care of the
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames Street
Priest: Fr Kevin Cable Obl.OSB, (FiF/Society Priest).
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: 8am BCP Low Mass; 10am Sung
fr.kevin@btopenworld.com or Tel: 01202 460005
Mass. Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' (nearestTube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refreshDays - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent Perricone 01380 501481
BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. Visitors very
parish of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley.
DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr Philip Warner
Durham City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
Mass and Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A modern
6.30pm; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol- catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Every Sunday: Said
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with Junior Church. Weeklowed by coﬀee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
centre). Fast trains from Leeds. Society Parish. Sunday services:
days: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass. Saturday Mass
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
Mattins and Litany 9.30, Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers
10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and other enquires
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Weekday Mass: Wednesday
contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com or
fatherahoward@gmail.com
19.30. For all other services and information please contact the
phone 0208 364 1583
DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
Parish Priest, Fr Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com
LONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead,
(DN12 1AX) with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
NW3 2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham SParish
Sundays 9.00am Edlington & 11.00am Hexthorpe, 7pm on
(11am) Fr.Anthony Murley 01273 681341. St Barthlomew’s
Mass each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary
Weekday Solemnities, Confessions Edlington 5.30pm Thurs(11am) Parish Oﬃce 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
David Houlding SSC
day and 10am Saturday Hexthorpe 10am Wednesday or by
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Fr.Robert appointment, Normal Weekday Masses:Tues Edlington
LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Society Parish
Norbury 01 273 727362. St Paul’s (11am) Fr.Robert Norbury 01 9.30am, Wed Hexthorpe 9.30am, Thurs Edlington 7pm, Fri
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung
273 727362. (Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)
Edlington 7pm, Sat Edlington 9.30am, Confessions Divine Of- Mass 10.30am, Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by refreshBRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5 fice recited each day, Other occasions see noticeboards or con- ments. Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus (direction Golders Green) to
tact Vicar: Fr Stephen Edmonds SSC - 01709858358
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
Tudor Gardens Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205 7447 or
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes- fr.s.edmonds@gmail.com
standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org day 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows), Friday 10:30 a.m. (Holy Nativity).
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Low www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk
Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda 01179551804, www.allhal- Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am. Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details
lowseaston.org Father Steven Hawkins SSC. 07834 462 054
and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01 323 722317
Continued on page 37
fr.stevenhawkins@googlemail.com www.holynativity.org.uk

www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
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Lead
Story

The Ecumenical Scene
Bishop Robert Byrne CO on Ecumenism in the Twenty-First Century

I

t is a great opportunity for me to be
here this afternoon: thank you very
much. You are able to listen to my
‘home spun’ thoughts about the unity of
our churches and a little about the work of
what is now the English and Welsh ARC. I
am particularly pleased to have the opportunity to say goodbye officially to Colin
Podmore as he enters a new phase in his
life. Colin, thank you for all the support
that you gave to English ARC, for your
courtesy, for your kindness, and for your
openness in our discussions. In fact, I have
just been to a meeting of English and Welsh
ARC in Leeds, and they send their best
wishes to you, as does my Co-Chair, Bishop
Christopher Foster of Portsmouth.
English ARC – or EWARC, as it is
called now, because the Welsh are now involved, is probably the most unknown ecumenical group in
the country. I think most of you will have heard of ARCIC,
which is an international body, whereas ARC is a national dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church in England and
Wales, the Church of England and the Church in Wales. Its
first meeting was in the library of Westminster Cathedral on
Monday 20 April 1970 – almost fifty years ago. It wasn’t until
1972 that the purpose of ARC was defined as:
‘the positive fostering of Roman Catholic and Anglican relations in
England, and the co-ordination of future work undertaken for this
purpose by our two churches.’

None of us can any longer see ourselves
in ‘splendid isolation’ in the face of the
secularism and indifference we see around
us.
Of course, the dialogue began in response to the Vatican II
document on ecumenism Unitatis Redintegratio of 21 November 1964. This is and remains the blueprint of the ecumenical
conversation for the Roman Catholic Church. This document,
like all conciliar documents, should be read in the light of tradition and the consistent teaching of the Catholic Church.
Here the dual emphasis is on reform and continuity, on the
freshness of conciliar teaching and yet its deep creative continuity with history. We also need – and I think this is crucial
and often forgotten – to read the decree on ecumenism in the
light of the Apostolic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, which was also promulgated on 21 November 1964. We
can only understand how the Roman Catholic Church relates
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to other Christians through the understanding she has of herself which we find in Lumen Gentium. The People of God, a
Pilgrim People, ‘walking on the way’ as Pope Francis reminds
us, is a theology which sits comfortably with the idea of encounter and listening which is at the heart of the ecumenical
journey.
None of us can any longer see ourselves in ‘splendid isolation’ in the face of the secularism and indifference we see
around us. I know that Forward in Faith has a deep appreciation of the apostolic and patristic teaching of the Church. Consequently, there is much we can do as churches to work
together to bring about a deeper understanding of the historic
roots of catholicism and therefore a credible witness of Christ
in the world.
We need a starting point, though, in our ecumenical relations, and as people who see and appreciate the historical roots
of our common faith, we might best begin by acknowledging
our faults of the past. I am convinced that any truly genuine
ecumenical dialogue begins with repentance. It is human
frailty and sin that bring about division in the Church. We see
it in history, we see it indeed in our own day. We need a selfcritical and penitential attitude. We need the humility to listen
and learn. This is fed mainly by prayer and contemplation,
rather than controversy and point scoring. Cardinal Walter
Kasper once said: ‘Ecumenism rather than an exchange of
ideas is an exchange of gifts.’
It cannot be doubted that our ecumenical endeavour is
firmly based in the gospel. On the night before he died the
Lord prayed:
‘May they all be one, just as Father, you are in me and I am in you,
so may they be in us, so that the world may believe it was you who
sent me.’

Unity, then, is an essential part of our witness as Church to
the world. It is a prayer and command of the Lord. It is an essential part of the Gospel message, and therefore a part of the
nature and mission of the Church. Unity is at the heart of our
life in Christ and not an optional extra for enthusiasts. God’s
will is that all people and the whole of creation should be
drawn into unity with the Father through the death and resurrection of his Son. To be a Christian, then, is to be ecumenical.
My belief is that our growth together will only come about
when we learn to pray and listen together. The concept of spiritual ecumenism is mentioned in the Council document and
has been developed in recent years. The growth of Lent
groups, joint services of the Word, joint retreats and the study
of spiritual writers are a way forward and encouraged by English and Welsh ARC. I personally also believe that our monastic communities can play a crucial role in encouraging us to
come together, to be a place where we can come to pray and
listen together.

Unity is at the heart of our life in Christ and
not an optional extra for enthusiasts.
The Pontifical Council for Christian Unity published in
2004 ‘A Handbook of Spiritual Ecumenism’. It states that
‘prayer for unity is the royal door of ecumenism, it leads Christians
to look at the kingdom of God and the unity of the Church in a
fresh way… Spiritual ecumenism also requires a change of heart and
holiness of life arising from Jesus’ call to conversion. The way towards reconciliation and communion unfolds when Christians feel
the painful wound of division in their hearts, in their minds and in
their prayers. The experience makes them aware of how much harm
has been caused by pride and selfishness, by polemics and condemnations, by disdain and presumption. It also awakens in them a
readiness to engage in a serious examination of conscience regarding
their faults and trusting in the reconciling power of the gospel.” ”.
It seems to me, after several years’ experience in EWARC
and other dialogues, that our ecumenical future also depends
on friendship. We can create an ambience where we feel safe
and respected in each other’s company and free to express our
deepest beliefs and desires. The growth of friendship and respect for each other are a sure seed bed for honest and fruitful
development. We have much to be grateful for in the way we
have grown together. Suspicion has given way to trust and
friendship. Shared prayer and mission have become the norm
at local level and what was new and unfamiliar in the 1960s
has become very much the norm today.
So there is much to thank God for and indeed to celebrate
in the ecumenical achievements of the last fifty years. The
work of what is now English and Welsh ARC is a part of that
achievement. We are also aware of the many joint documents
agreed between our churches which have contributed to a
deeper theological understanding between us. The most established conversation of course, is that of ARCIC, the international Anglican – Roman Catholic dialogue, which is an
international body.

At the same time, we have to admit that the optimism of
the 1960s has given way to the pragmatism of the early 21st
century. There are those who say that the ecumenical journey
is over and dismiss it as a failed experiment. Times have
changed; perhaps what we then perceived as a possibility of
unity is no longer so, at least for the present. There is a change
of situation in various churches with the acceptance of
women’s ordination and other gender issues, which become
boulders on our way. The theological conversation has
changed and what formerly united now divides. Nonetheless,
although full and visible unity eludes us, more than it did fifty
years ago, the fostering of positive relations is as relevant now
as it was then. To grow in understanding of our shared faith
and disagreements today may well lead to our full sacramental
unity in the future. The ecumenical winter could easily turn
to spring, but without continued dialogue the green shoots of
spring cannot rise. We know that what we are doing is the
Lord’s work, and he will not fail us.
Archbishop Sir David Moxon, formerly the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s representative in Rome preached in Leeds
Catholic Cathedral not long ago and said:
‘If we feel we are in an ecumenical winter, if we ever feel that nevertheless this sacred energy keeps flowing and coursing through the
world, this energy comes from the cosmic Christ, Christ crucified,
risen, ascended and glorified. It cannot be doubted that the first
flush ecumenical enthusiasm has waned but it shouldn’t stop us
having a clear idea of the principle of unity which is the Holy Trinity
and its goal which is full and visible communion.’
(I think that is the most important point of all: that the aim
of any ecumenical dialogue must be full and visible communion.) He goes on to say:

The ecumenical winter could easily turn to
spring, but without continued dialogue the
green shoots of spring cannot rise. we know
that what we are doing is the Lord’s work,
and he will not fail us.
‘These may seem at times eschatological hopes rather than concrete
aims but as we believe our unity is found in and through our common baptism then it is only in the reality of Christ’s reconciling presence in our lives that a true unity can be found. If we feel ourselves
inert or stuck ecumenically there is this deep source of inspiration
and power which is available to us no matter how impossible things
are, no matter how large the obstacles in front of us. All we have to
do is remember this reconciling grace and immerse ourselves in it as
baptised people and members of his Church.’
So we shouldn’t feel too discouraged if our ecumenical journey
is in the slow lane. We must persevere in our efforts and try to
appreciate that the seeds we are sowing will bear fruit in times
to come. That is why the notion of spiritual ecumenism is so
important, in that it grounds our ecumenical journey in the
heart of Christ and helps to realise that it is his work we are
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undertaking and not our own. When Christians learn
to pray together and learn from each other how to
pray then Christ is able to use us for his own purposes.
The role of Forward in Faith is important in the
understanding of our churches in growing together.
Your mission, as I understand it, is to witness in the
Church of England to its apostolic faith based on the
Creeds and the Fathers and to promote and maintain
catholic teaching and practice within it. This offers an
opportunity for us to share what we believe to be the
overarching tenets of our faith and to understand
more profoundly not only what we hold in faith but
also how we can come to a deeper respect and unity
together.
It struck me this morning, when we were talking
about the Seal of the Confessional, that as Anglicans
you have a unique role, but also a unique privilege, in
being able, through the General Synod, to enact legislation. The Seal of the Confessional is something in
which we might well be able to help each other. Cardinal Nichols only last week said that any priest would
rather die than in any way break the Seal of the Confessional. [Applause.] I can only say that the Roman
Catholic Church will never change its stance on that.
We can help you by that witness. You can help us in
maintaining it in English law and reminding the Government of that very very important part of our faith.
It is often by looking to the witness of others that
we can find a way forward together. You will not be
surprised that, as an Oratorian, I was honoured,
pleased, thrilled to attend the canonisation of John
Henry Newman in Rome last month. John Henry
Newman is for both our churches a beacon of faith in
a sceptical world, an example of pastoral love in a world where
love has grown cold.
I am sure that no one would be more surprised than Newman to find himself a canonized saint. In his own life time it
was suggested that he led a saintly life. His response was : ‘I
have nothing of the saint about me as everyone knows and it
is a severe and salutary mortification to be thought next to
one.’ Touchingly he concluded, ‘It is enough for me to black

I am sure that no one would be more
surprised than Newman to find himself
a canonized saint.
the saints’ shoes – if St Philip uses blacking in heaven.’
Nonetheless the Church thinks otherwise, and after due deliberation and the approval of two miracles brought about by
the intercession of the saint, John Henry Newman, the Londoner born in 1801, who died a Cardinal of the Holy Roman
Church in Birmingham in 1890, is now raised to the honours
of the altar. He is held up to us as a model of Christian life and
virtue and as our intercessor in heaven.
Perhaps we should ask ourselves what kind of saint Newman is and what he can say to the Church in our day. It was
Pope St Paul VI, who said: ‘Guided solely by love of the truth
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and fidelity to Christ, he arrived at the fulness of wisdom and
peace.’ It was, in other words, the saintly Cardinal’s relentless
and heroic search for truth and holiness which brings us to
celebrate him.
It was while the young John Henry was still at school in
Ealing that he underwent what he later called his first conversion. In 1816 he became, in his own words, ‘convinced of the
existence of myself and my creator’. This was no mere intellectual realisation but an inner conviction that he was subject
to a divine authority and bound by a definite dogma. He surrendered himself completely to God’s will and began his lifelong search for truth and holiness. He now had, as he said, ‘that
vision of the Unseen which is the Christian life’. He felt himself
to be God’s creature, and responsible to Him – God’s possession, not his own. It was this first conversion that was to inform the life of our new saint.
We often think the turning point in Newman’s life to be his
Reception at Littlemore in October 1845, but it was for him a
natural progression of growth into his ideals. It cost him much
to give up his family, friends and a career. Indeed, he joined a
church that he did not know, and indeed a church that he did
not particularly like. It cost him much, but his lifelong dictum
was ‘holiness rather than peace’, and it is this determination
that made him a saint. The pursuit of holiness and truth were
for St John Henry the driving force of his life. We see throughout his long life how he championed the cause of revealed

truth and was fearless in proclaiming it, not only by his many
writings but also by the institutions he established. He did
much to promote the Christian cause in bringing the Congregation of the Oratory to England, founding a University in Ireland and a school in Edgbaston. He worked tirelessly as a
parish priest and had a fatherly care for his Oratorian community. He guided countless people with his letters of spiritual
direction and counsel. He gave light to those who were searching for the truth and continues to do so through his published
works of theology and philosophy, his sermons and prayers.

Newman to my mind is a truly prophetic
thinker, whose writings and thought can do
much to answer the problems of our age.
There is every indication that this saintly Cardinal will be
proclaimed a Doctor of the Church. If that is the case, it will
be for three reasons: his teachings on the primacy of conscience, on role of the laity in the Church, and of course on the
development of Christian doctrine. If St John Henry is declared a Doctor of the Church for any of these reasons, this
will greatly help the cause of ecumenical dialogue in our islands, because it will give us a deeper understanding of his
teaching and that of the Christian Church. His ideas will mature and advance our conversation. Newman to my mind is a
truly prophetic thinker, whose writings and thought can do
much to answer the problems of our age. Faith and doubt, individualism and relativism were seen by him as the way in
which humanity was going, and indeed we see in our own day
a full flourishing of those ideas. It is Newman who can give us
weaponry, as it were, to understand and fight those tendencies.
The new saint also had a great gift of friendship. His motto
‘Heart speaks to heart’ shows that, like St Philip Neri his patron, he achieved his aims through friendship as well as a spirit
of prayer and promoting the importance of beauty in art and
music. There are those who see him as the dry intellectual in
opposition to the charismatic and joking Philip Neri. Nonetheless John Henry was firstly a son of St Philip, imbued like
Philip with a charism of making personal contact with individuals, together with a profound psychological insight and
love of each of them, in order to bring them to a deeper friendship with God. Both made this the major pillar of their apostolate. Again, our ecumenical interface with the world is one
which needs to value the individual as a unique creation of
God, with his or her own dignity as a child of God. Respect
for life and human dignity are at the heart of the Gospel and
our dealings with human beings. To remind people of the transcendentals of truth, beauty and goodness, which are our
touchstones with God, can do much to contribute to the
health and welfare of our society in our increasingly brutish
world. A catholic understanding of the world (I mean that in
the widest sense) is one where we see goodness in all created
things and celebrate it in our lives and through the beauty of
art, the liturgy, and music. Newman can teach us much in this.
In conclusion, I would say that we should keep our conver-

sation going. My maxim, to those who say that ecumenical
conversation is dead, is quite simply to retort: ‘It is better to
have friends than enemies.’ To continue our conversation in a
spirit of faith and friendship is powerful witness to the world,
for whom our divisions are no more than a curious anomaly.
In future generations our successors will be grateful that we
kept this conversation going. We sometimes need to see and
appreciate things in the wider sweep of history. Our emphasis
should be positive, in that we can learn much from each other
and celebrate those things which unite us rather than those
which divide us.
The witness of our forebears in faith, especially the English
saints, Bede, Cuthbert, Anselm, Hilda, Dunstan to name a few,
can help us all to appreciate our common heritage. There are
those in the Anglican and Roman Catholic tradition who
point us to a greater unity: not only St John Henry Newman
but also the other members of the Oxford Movement, great
divines of the Church of England, who did much to witness to
our common faith.
So, as we move forward in time, we do so with hope and
the knowledge that Christ will be with his Church until the
end of time. We don’t know what it will look like and how
many members it will have. Nonetheless we know that our
witnessing now will have a direct effect on the future. Christ
has no hands but ours, so let us at least use then for his glory
and the unity of the Church. ND
The Rt Revd Robert Byrne CO is the Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, and Co-Chair of English and Welsh ARC (the English and
Welsh Anglican-Roman Catholic Committee). The address was
given at the 2019 Forward in Faith Assembly.

BENEFACTORS IN 2019
Forward in Faith expresses its gratitude to those
from whom it received a bequest during 2019:
Charles Samuel Twigge
Iris Edwina Rose Cartwright
Robin Orbell Osborne, priest
Irene Eleanor Gulliver
David Vickers
Charles Edward Robert Fairburn
Christine Mary Ellis
William Peter Anelay
Richard Charles Allen
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
Details of how to make a bequest to Forward in Faith
may be found on page 36.
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A Missioner to the Catholic Movement
Philip North introduces an exciting new role

A

couple of years ago The Society launched ‘Forming
Missionary Disciples,’ which challenged our parishes
to discover afresh the Catholic call to making new
disciples for Jesus Christ. It set before our movement some key
priorities: Lay formation, children & young people, quality in
our worship, confidence in the priestly life, intentional evangelism and generous service.
The strategy was developed by a group of younger AngloCatholic clergy all of whom were leading growing churches
and were passionate about leading new people to Jesus Christ
in the Eucharist.
A number of positive developments have flowed from
‘Forming Missionary Disciples.’ However, unlike a diocese
which has a staff team, a Diocesan Missioner and a communications infrastructure, The Society has a tiny staff and this
means that it has been hard to lift the strategy off the page.
Which is where we come to a very exciting new development. You may be aware that in recent years the Church Commissioners have been releasing some of their historic assets to
invest in mission. Up until now this has largely been allocated
to dioceses and there have been accusations made in some
quarters that most of the money goes to one particular tradition in the Church of England.

The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of
England has agreed a grant to the bishops of
The Society of £140,000.

the ministry of their parishes and be more ambitious in seeking to grow congregations in depth and in number. Many of
our priests are heroic in the way they are developing their
parishes, often in highly challenging circumstances. However,
ministry can be isolating and its fruits hard to see. The Missioner will therefore want to raise morale amongst groups of
priests so that they can discover anew the joy of the priestly
life and so engage with God’s mission with ever greater conviction.
The generous level of the grant also means that there will
be some money in the pot to resource the work.
There is a degree of flexibility in how the post is configured.
It could be done full-time by one priest in which case they
would be offered a parish base near London. Equally a layperson with enthusiasm, energy and skills in strategy and a real
passion for mission could be just the person we are looking for.
Or a third option would be for two people to share the work
between them, both working on a part-time basis. What matters is finding just the right person (or people) and we can wrap
the post around them.
So how can readers of New Directions help?
First, please pray for this exciting new initiative.
Second, when a funded post becomes a real person, please
make the best use you can of them as you look to the future of
your own parish.
And third if you, if you anyone you know, might be interested in this post, please email: bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org. ND
The Rt Revd Philip North is the Bishop of Burnley.

It is fantastic therefore to be able to report that the Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England has agreed a grant
to the bishops of The Society of £140,000 over two years to
enable us to appoint a Missioner. The task of this person (or
people) will be three-fold.
First, they will support every Parish that is part of The Society in responding to Forming Missionary Disciples. They
will do this by creating excellent printed and online resources,
by equipping PCCs to engage with the strategy in accessible
ways and by advising the catholic bishops. They will be on
hand to support individual parishes. They will seek to ensure
that Forming Missionary Disciples is not just words on a page,
but confident, outward-looking ministry in our parishes.
Second, they will do the groundwork in developing a Rule
of Life for Laypeople. We all know that helping laypeople to
live out their faith with greater confidence is key to supporting
churches in growth. The Rule will help laypeople to root their
lives in prayer and equip them to put faith into practice in
their homes, communities and places of work. It will also
mean that laypeople can be more directly associated with the
work of The Society.
And thirdly, the Missioner will form and work with small
groups of priests who wish to support each other in developing
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Society of Mary
Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Monday 3rd to Friday 7th August 2020
Costs include flights from Southend and
return to Stansted and full board.
Adults - £720 (£160 for optional single room)
12 - 18 year olds only - £100
6 - 11 year olds - £560
2 - 5 year olds - £520
Download the booking form on our website
societyofmary.weebly.com and return to
Tangney Tours.
More information from Fr Simon Morris, fr.morris@hotmail.com 020 8808 6644

On Plymouth Rock
Christopher Chessun commemorates the Mayflower in Rotherhithe
It is a very great pleasure to be with you at
St Mary’s for this Solemnity of Mary, the
Mother of God, on New Year’s Day. I express my gratitude to Fr Mark for his kind
invitation and I am particularly glad to be
here today with the Bishop of Fulham, my
episcopal colleague. The friendship and
mutual support and encouragement which
Bishop Jonathan and I enjoy is essential to
making a living truth of our shared belief
that we are one in Christ. I express my
thanks to him for the collegial way in
which he and I are able to work together,
for the good of God’s Church in this place.
We are not the first to face challenges
in living out our faith with integrity as God
gives us light to see. We are not the first to
come up against those who do not share
our views on every point of theological
conviction.
Fr John Lingard was born in 1771 into
a modest but ancient Roman Catholic family that had adhered
to the old faith all the way through the Reformation two centuries before. At the time of his birth the law prohibited anybody not a communicant of the Church of England from
holding public office or belonging to a university, so an Englishman who persevered as a Roman Catholic did so at considerable personal cost. But during his life time these barriers
came down. Fr Lingard made his contribution to this historic
change through his work as an historian, which helped to convince people of the influence and respectability of Roman
Catholics notwithstanding honest doctrinal differences.

Our historical hermeneutic needs close
attention if we are tempted to think that
current controversies and political divisions
are exceptional.
Fr Lingard was also the author of the wonderful hymn,
‘Hail, Queen of Heav’n, the Ocean Star’ which we have just
sung. He drew on an ancient text, the Vespers plainchant Ave
Maris Stella, ‘hail star of the sea’ which goes back at least to the
eighth century. The title ‘Star of the Sea’ goes further back
even than that. Eusebius, the great Church historian of the
early fourth century, reading the original name of Mary,
Maryam, speculated that it was derived from Hebrew mar,
‘drop’ and yam, ‘sea.’ He put this into Latin as Stilla Maris, ‘drop
of the sea.’ Then at some point in the dark ages a careless
monk copied it out wrong, and Stilla Maris became Stella
Maris, Star of the Sea. So Our Lady acquired this title, Star of
the Ocean, in a seemingly haphazard, albeit very fitting and

appropriate, way. We know that God uses all things for good
and we also know that seafarers are in need of protection: and
can we imagine that Our Lady would not wish to protect
them?
Yet another two hundred years earlier than Fr Lingard’s
day, a hardy band of men and women and their families set
sail, in a vessel that we probably would not think a very safe
way to cross the Atlantic. It began its journey not much more
than a stone’s throw from where we are now. Her name was
the Mayflower, and she set out from Rotherhithe on her journey to North America, calling at other major ports en route,
in the high summer of 1620.
James Stuart had been on the throne of England for seventeen years and on that of Scotland for rather longer. Although the start of his reign had seen oppression of Roman
Catholics as a reaction to the Gunpowder Plot he was at heart
not unsympathetic at least to the spirit of Catholicism. He
firmly rejected a Puritan petition to excise from the Church
of England confirmation, wedding rings, vestments, and indeed the notion of priesthood. This was thus a time in which
the more extreme Protestants, who felt that the Reformation
had not been completed and therefore argued for the rejection
of remaining Catholic practices, were less and less able to practise their religion as they would wish.
In the 1640s the pendulum swung the other way and Puritans were for a time in power, culminating in the abolition
not only of bishops but, under the Long Parliament, even of
Christmas in 1647. Our historical hermeneutic needs close attention if we are tempted to think that current controversies
and political divisions are exceptional. They are not in any way
of the same order as those experienced by our forebears in the
seventeenth century. Winding the clock back from the Civil
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War to 1620, four hundred years ago, the Puritans were a
group of believers persecuted for their faith, many of their beliefs and practices outlawed by the State so that they often had
to practice their faith in secret. They have been called, memorably, ‘God’s Outlaws and the Inventors of Freedom.’ A small
group of these hardy folk decided to set off for the New World
and attempt to found a society more suited to their distinctive
expression of faith.
The vessel they chose was not herself very Puritanical. For
several years the Mayflower had been used to carry wine from
Spain and Madeira to England, and the year before she had
had 161 tons of intoxicating liquor on board! However, the
following year, in July 1620, the Mayflower sailed from
Rotherhithe to Southampton and onward in August, via Dartmouth. Finally she set sail from Plymouth with the Pilgrim Fathers and their families, 102 people in total, crammed into
already cramped quarters, on 6 September, bound for the New
World of America. She was an armed ship, for these were dangerous days, and the voyage into the almost completely unknown took 66 days, until Cape Cod was sighted on 9
November.
They were fortunate and safe on the journey across the
Atlantic. Tradition says that they came ashore at what is now
the town of Plymouth, Massachusetts. They were joined by
other settlers. All faced harsh and dangerous conditions and
many died in the first winter. They were the beginning of a
wave of faith-based migration which became the foundation
of a new social order.

I wonder what the Puritans would have
made of the parish church of St Mary,
Rotherhithe, if they had wound the clock
on and were to return among us four
hundred years later?
Clint Eastwood, Dick van Dyke, and Marilyn Monroe are
all descendants of one or other of those original settlers though
none could be described as Puritans! That movement’s beliefs
have shaped modern American law and constitutional history,
as well as culture and attitudes. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts grew from this small founding group of settlers and
influenced many now familiar American ideas, some enshrined in law: the rejection of monarchy and an established
church, separation of powers, local justice and independence
of congregations. Practices which may perhaps be ripe for rediscovery were also adopted, both in the USA and here: a high
value was placed on personal accountability and theft was
looked on not as a felony but as a crime to be remedied by
restitution.
For good or for ill, they began a new and bold venture,
which is with us to this day. And perhaps in the migration of
the Puritans we can also hear an echo of the faith-based migration of our own times, in which more and more people, very
often Christians, are forced to choose between home and faith
in the pursuit of religious freedom.
All this will be celebrated in many ways, not least here in
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Rotherhithe, in the course of this year – a year which will also
see commemorations of the 850th anniversary of the martyrdom of St Thomas Becket at Canterbury, so there will be
something for everyone!
Cole Porter begins his most famous song, ‘Anything Goes,’ with
the words
Times have changed
And we’ve often rewound the clock
Since the Puritans got a shock
When they landed on Plymouth Rock.
If today
Any shock they should try to stem
‘Stead of landing on Plymouth Rock,
Plymouth Rock would land on them.
And it is true that much has changed since those days. I wonder what the Puritans would have made of the parish church
of St Mary, Rotherhithe, if they had wound the clock on and
were to return among us four hundred years later? They
would find that the minister of the place is undeniably a priest!
They would find two bishops, one a Guardian of the Shrine of
Our Lady of Walsingham, the other, entirely sympathetic to
Walsingham and all that it stands for. I am not sure, if they
had read the church notices and seen that a Solemn Mass was
to be celebrated, they would have realised that the Reformation had not touched or even reached Rotherhithe and would
almost certainly have walked yet more briskly to the landing
stage. Perhaps Fr Mark would have helped them with their
bags and seen them slip down the Thames, on the ebb tide,
with some relief and joy!
And indeed times have changed and changed back. The
Commonwealth came and went, a Stuart was restored, another Stuart was deposed, and the Crown then devolved by
law on a Protestant monarch thereafter. Today, in this country, we are free to worship as we hear God calling us, as indeed
we hear his voice in the books, chapters and verses of the Bible
and as the Gospel is proclaimed in our midst, and as indeed
we experience the mysteries of Word and Sacrament through
the rich and beautiful tradition of Holy Mother Church. But
we must never take it for granted. Times may change again.
We are thankful for many blessings and for our religious and
civil liberties and freedoms; but we are also vigilant, mindful
of the suffering and persecution of so many of our brothers
and sisters in Christ around the globe.
In the grandest perspective, Cole Porter is mistaken. No
matter how often we wind and rewind the clock that which is
of first importance is unchanged. God came among us in the
form of a refugee baby, born in a stable to an unmarried
mother who laid him in a manger because there was no room
in the Inn at Bethlehem. Mary’s yes to God was a turning
point in our salvation history… ‘And the Word became Flesh
and came to dwell among us, full of grace and truth’ ( John
1.14). Her Son, who gave his life for us, gives himself to us now
in bread and wine. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead; and his kingdom will have no end.
And one other thing does not change. Mary, the young

maiden in Nazareth, perplexed and fearful when the Angel
Gabriel appeared to her, played her part in the fulfilment of
God’s loving purposes for us and is indeed full of grace, interceding for us – for all of us. By happenstance, or by Providence, she is Our Lady, Star of the Ocean, and much as they
would have rejected the very idea as Romish superstition, the
Pilgrim Fathers for 66 days in the unsanitary heaving bowels
of the Mayflower were under her protection, and not one of
them was lost.

Let us take the example of Mary, who time
and again in Scripture we see calmly taking
everything in, not rushing to judgment, but
in humility accepting that God’s purposes
are wider than human understanding.
As we survey the rich and complex history that has
brought us to this time and this place, let us look always to that
which we have in common, to that which does not change,
knowing it to be so much greater than all those matters, deeply

felt and honestly believed as they are, on which we may disagree. Let us take the example of Mary, who time and again
in Scripture we see calmly taking everything in, not rushing to
judgment, but in humility accepting that God’s purposes are
wider than human understanding. ‘Let it be unto me according to thy word,’ says the Star of the Ocean.
And in our Gospel, after Mary has given birth in fulfilment of the prophecy, after the angelic host has sung of the
birth of her son, after the shepherds have come and told all
that they have seen, she is calm and accepting. ‘Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.’ (Luke
2.19) We are not going too far if we think of Our Lady, Star
of the Ocean, looking with love on all our controversies, all the
words thrown by Puritans at Catholics, by Catholics at Puritans, and their successors, through all the paradoxical changes
of history, and treasuring them all up in her heart, sure in the
hope that God will work all together for the good of his children whom he loves. Amen. ND
The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun is the Bishop of Southwark. This
Sermon was preached at St Mary’s, Rotherhithe on Wednesday 1st
January 2020.

Alpha
A successful Alpha Course is being run at St George in the Meadows, Nottingham
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Thank you!
Tony Robinson pays tribute to Colin Podmore

D

r Colin Podmore will be retiring in February 2020
as Director of Forward in Faith after nearly seven
years in post. Before coming to this post, he served
for twenty-five years in various posts at Church House,
Westminster. From 1988 to 2013 Colin was involved in
delivering an unusual number of complex and challenging
projects. In the 1990s his theological and historical knowledge
and proficiency in German enabled him to make an
outstanding personal contribution to a landmark agreement
between the Church of England and the German churches of
the Lutheran and Reformed tradition.
Subsequently Colin helped guide the passage of the
Common Worship liturgies through the Synodical process and
oversaw the ambitious publication programme that followed.
He was Secretary to two major reviews of the Crown
appointments processes in 2001 and 2007, contributing an
historical perspective to the sensitive and shifting boundary
between Church and State. As Secretary of the Dioceses
Commission, he helped oversee the first successful attempt in
more than a century to abolish three dioceses and create one
more coherent diocese in their place.

Colin has given confidence to our movement
that there will still be a place for us in the
Church of England. He has deployed his
great powers of organisation to ensure
that effective new support structures for
traditionalist clergy and parishes have
been put firmly in place.
From 2011 he was Clerk to the Synod and Director of
Ecumenical Relations. In this role his familiarity with the law,
with theology and with the politics of the Church of England
enabled him to make an exceptional contribution.
Colin joined us in Forward in Faith (a coup, I think) at a
difficult moment in the life of the Church of England, shortly
after the Synod had narrowly rejected legislation to enable
women to become bishops. The fact that revised legislation
passed in 2014 owed much to Colin’s help, with us, in securing
a solution which had up to that point proved elusive. We owe
him a great deal for his part in the establishment of The
Society of St Wilfrid and St Hilda and his serving as Secretary
to the Council of Bishops of The Society.
Colin has given confidence to our movement that there
will still be a place for us in the Church of England. He has
deployed his great powers of organisation to ensure that
effective new support structures for traditionalist clergy and
parishes have been put firmly in place. And he has worked
unstintingly in travelling the country, working with far fewer
resources than he was accustomed to at Church House, yet
continuing to show a commitment that is not confined to our
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constituency but really does extend to the welfare of the whole
Church of England.
Colin has published a number of books on ecumenism, the
Moravian Church in England, Anglican identity, the place of
Mary in the Anglican Tradition. As Director of Forward in
Faith, he produced our Fathers in God book, which records the
debates and arguments surrounding the ordination of women
as bishops.
In 2002, Colin was elected a Fellow of the Royal Historical
Society (FRHistS). In June 2017, he was awarded the Lanfranc
Award for Education and Scholarship by the Archbishop of
Canterbury ‘for services to education and scholarship in
support of the Church of England and the wider Church’.
On a personal note, if I may, having worked with Colin as
Chairman for Forward in Faith for the past five years and
Chairman of the Council of Bishops of The Society for a bit
longer, Colin and I speak often, almost daily and sometimes
hourly, when situations demand and we have to produce press
releases or statements, or answer some difficult questions that
are being posed to us. I have come to value Colin’s
professionalism and his wisdom, and day by day I share with
him many many frustrations about the Church of England.

I have come to value Colin’s professionalism
and his wisdom, and day by day I share with
him many many frustrations about the
Church of England.
Colin has been a scholarly, wise, politically astute and
decent hard-working servant of the Church of England in a
series of roles. But today we can take this opportunity to thank
him particularly for all he has done for traditional catholics as
Director of Forward in Faith. ND
The Rt Revd Tony Robinson is the Chairman of Forward in Faith.

In reply
Colin Podmore speaks about his retirement as Director of Forward in Faith

I

t’s seven years since I embraced the
role of Director of Forward in
Faith, and seven years is a season.
Now it’s time to move on. It was a vocation, and I remain very grateful to have
been given the opportunity to make a
difference to the future of the Catholic
Movement in the Church of England.
Of course, I’m also very conscious of the
mistakes that I’ve made along the way: I
hope I have learned from them. The
work of taking Forward in Faith into a
new era has not just been my work but a
team effort, involving staff colleagues,
trustees, Council members, bishops and
a few key individuals beyond those circles as well.
Indeed, many of you have been involved in that work
across the country. In the end Forward in Faith is you, our
members, and it is what you make of it. One of the very enjoyable and rewarding aspects of this work has been visiting
Forward in Faith branches in a large number of dioceses,
north, south, east and west. I have received a very warm welcome and great kindness, and found a lot of enthusiasm and
commitment, in so many places. One of my regrets is that,
though quite a few branches that were dormant have been revived, that work of reviving the branches everywhere is not
yet complete: it will fall to my successor to complete it. Where
branches do function, they are an essential link between what
is inevitably a somewhat remote national office and individual
members in the dioceses and parishes. There are many branch
officers here today: we couldn’t do our work nationally without you, so thank you very much indeed.

A lot of my work, and our work in my time,
has been about structures and politics. A lot
of that work is done. what is essential now
is that we use the opportunities we have
won, and been given, in order to bring
people to Christ, to build up Christ’s Church.
If I may, I’d like to leave you with a final message. When I
started working for the Church of England 31 years ago, I
worked in what was then called the Board for Mission and
Unity in Church House. I’d like to encourage you to focus on
those two words: mission and unity.
First, Unity. Part of our identity as Forward in Faith is that
we are, in part, a campaigning body. We are a movement that
has things to fight against and things to fight for. We are something of an insurgent movement. A fundamental principle of
any insurgent movement is the need for discipline and unity.

Anything that undermines that unity, any occasion when the
troops start firing at their own officers, or at each other, can
only result in weakness, damage and defeat. Let’s direct our
fire outwards, and devote our energies to attacking forces that
threaten catholic faith and order. Please guard the unity of our
movement.
And secondly, Mission. A lot of my work, and our work in
my time, has been about structures and politics. A lot of that
work is done. What is essential now is that we use the opportunities we have won, and been given, in order to bring people
to Christ, to build up Christ’s Church in our parishes, and
build up the sees of each of our Society bishops – spiritually,
but yes, also numerically. That is the task for the future. It will
be my successor’s task to enable and support that mission. I
wish him, and all of you, every success. ND

Letter to the Editor
From Fr Nicolas Stebbing CR
May I thank all those who have so generously contributed
to Tadiwanashe’s school fees? (See November “Catholic
Compassion”.) We now have enough to see him and his
young sister through the coming year. I will see him in February and look forward to telling him he is now well known
in the Catholic constituency of the Church of England.
Of course taking him on means we now have him in our
care for at least the next 6 years and his sister for longer. If
any reader would like to help us meet this commitment in
the future we would be most grateful.
Nicolas Stebbing CR
nstebbing@mirfield.org.uk
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Being Patient
Jonathan Goodall on the patience of Mary

T

he scriptures for this celebration
focus our thoughts on mothers.
Not mothers in general, but
mothers in the ancestry of the Church: Eve,
the Mother of all Living (in whose posterity there was hope for a life that would defeat death); Elizabeth, the mother of John
the Baptist (who ‘will walk before the Messiah with the spirit and power of Elijah’:
Luke 1.17), and Mary, the mother of Jesus
(who will manifest himself as ‘Son of the
Most High, of whose kingdom there will
be no end’; cf. Luke 1.32–33). Three
women: more importantly, three divine
promises.
The Gospel passage described for us
when two of these mothers met. As soon
as Mary arrived, three things happened simultaneously to
Elizabeth. First, she heard and was elated by Mary’s greeting;
second, the six-month-old child in her womb recognized
Jesus’s presence and started dancing (that’s what the word
means), kicking for joy, as only mothers can recognize; and
third, Elizabeth herself burst forth with words of benediction
and beatitude towards Mary.
The moment is enough to make you feel completely dizzy
in its scriptural implications. The joy of the two mothers – one
a virgin, the other sterile – is hugely increased by the encounter of their divinely promised sons. Elizabeth is filled, we
are told, with a prophetic spirit that enables her to understand
the encounter and the transforming significance of her young
cousin’s pregnancy. In the Spirit she exclaims (cf. 1 Ch 15.28;
16.4–5, 42; 2 Ch 5.13 LXX): ‘You, Mary, are blessed among all
women: because you are the mother of my Lord, and because
you have believed the Lord’s word.’ Mary is the blessed of Israel, and the blessed of the whole earth, because she was bringing forth the world’s salvation, God’s full and definitive blessing
on all humanity.
It is as if St Luke seems to want to underline for us that
Mary’s appearance, carrying her son in her womb, causes a
first Christian Pentecost. The Spirit that descended on her at
the time of the Annunciation now, thanks to her presence, descends on Elizabeth and the child in her womb, creating communion between the four of them. The Spirit has
overshadowed Mary, creating in her body a relationship with
Jesus Christ. Mary shares that relationship as she travels to
visit Elizabeth. By receiving a relationship with Jesus Christ,
Mary receives also, by the power of the Spirit, the possibility
of extending the reality of her relationship to all those around
her. Indeed we never hear, ever again in the New Testament,
of Mary alone. Jesus’s presence makes her ‘the mother of communion’, the mother of the Church.
St Luke underlines even before Jesus is born that we need
always to think about Mary in relation to the Holy Spirit, and
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that she cannot be separated from the Church of which she is
the figure.
And what this insight reveals for us is that the Church is
herself a mother; the communion we share in the Spirit is an
experience, throughout our lives, of being mothered, and of
mothering others. ‘To enter the kingdom of heaven we must
be born again, and baptism is the sign and seal of that new
birth’ (says CW). Indeed the Church is a place where a whole
series of new births happen as faith is awakened, enlarged, and
enlightened – new birth into the family of God, into the mind
of Christ, into the liberty of the Spirit, into the commonwealth
of God’s love and justice. The reality of all this mothering includes constantly feeding, nourishing, and witnessing to our
neighbours.

Mary’s appearance, carrying her son in
her womb, causes a first Christian Pentecost.
The Spirit that descended on her at the time
of the Annunciation now, thanks to her
presence, descends on Elizabeth and the
child in her womb, creating communion
between the four of them.
And it takes the time it takes. Any parent knows that the
development of a child in the womb, like the performance of
a great symphony, cannot be hurried along. My wife and I
have two children, both of whom took their time to come into
this world. Things cannot be hurried. No mother controls the
pace, but simply serves and nourishes it. Nonetheless, like
most parents (whether biological parents or parents in some
other sense), in the years since our kids were born we’ve
wished we could speed things along. The terrible twos seemed
like an age (as well as a shock!); and the terrible teens, like eter-

nity! And now (like 3.5 million others in this country), we’re
wondering how we get through the pull-me-push-you period
where they keep coming back in their twenties and early thirties. But life continues to grow at its own pace.
It is in the nature of the kind of body that the Church is,
the kind of body that each of our parishes, the worshipping
communities that we belong to, is meant to be, that they are
places of patience, where we learn to give time for God and for
one another. Anyone who has already grown into a mature
faith has learned that such time is immensely precious. Not
precious because time is in short supply, but because it’s a gift
to be shared. Time for growth in prayer, in knowledge of the
scriptures, in freedom and in virtue; for maturing in conscience, and in acts of justice and compassion and service; for
learning how to give witness to the Lord, a voice to the needy,
and (as the ordination service says of the clergy, but surely it’s
not only for the clergy!) ‘to search for God’s children in the
wilderness of this world’s temptations’ – on every street, in
every home, in every workplace.

If the Church is indeed a mothering community, that simple giving of ourselves to feed
and nourish our neighbour will be at the
heart of the discipleship of every one of us.
Jesus has called us into his communion so
that we can give ourselves, so that our
neighbours may live.
Bringing a child to birth is also a time when one body feeds
another. And if the Church is indeed a mothering community,
that simple giving of ourselves to feed and nourish our neighbour will be at the heart of the discipleship of every one of us.
Jesus has called us into his communion so that we can give ourselves, so that our neighbours may live. The simplest thing we
are called to do as Christian disciples is to feed others in body
and in spirit. We do it to please God, and we do it by becoming
ever more and more the person God calls us to be. When St
John Henry Newman speaks of God creating him for ‘some
definite service’ he is meaning that we each have to share our
own unique and personal experience of God’s mercy, grace and
hope in our lives. We give each other something to live by –
and to live for – by the way we live forgiven lives, hopeful lives,
joyful lives.
If we look one last time to Blessed Mary, we also recognize
that deep involvement in her son’s life often required of her
what we might call vigilant patience. She had been warned that
a sword would pierce her soul. Despite all the uncertainties,
however, she had the confidence, even at the foot of the cross,
to be close to the very depth of his agony and his isolation.
That, dear friends, is where the Church’s mothering reaches
its culmination. The Spirit gives us courage and hope to be
where Christ suffers in his people today, where Christ suffers
in the poor, the rejected, the refused, the negated of the world.
Being in such places, as Mary was, witnessing, praying, supporting, we can be confident that we will find Christ.

Dear friends, in this celebration let us renew our gratitude
that the mother of the Lord is also the mother of his Church.
The Church shares her calling in the Spirit to bring other people to birth in Christ, and to bring Christ to birth in them, by
giving them the unimaginably precious gift of time and patient
attention, nurture and comfort. If each of our parishes, if our
Society, if our movement can live and witness in that way, we
would live something of the life-transforming closeness that
Our Lady has to Christ, that mysterious intimacy which he
shares with all who live in the Spirit, and we would lead others
into the new world we ourselves are growing into. By such patience and nurture we will grow in faithfulness and perseverance, which are essential for any conceivable future. ND
The Rt Revd Jonathan Goodall is the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. This Sermon was preached at the Forward in Faith National Assembly
Mass in 2019.

Vicar of Long Eaton St Laurence
and
Priest-in- Charge Ilkeston Holy Trinity
we are two Resolution parishes under oversight of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet and affiliated to The Society
The Bishop of Ebbsfleet writes in the Parish Profile that we
“...have for many years been part of the Ebbsfleet family, and sit
right on the intersection with the Sees of Beverley and Richborough
in the East Midlands.”

and share a
“...common commitment to the catholic heritage of the Church of
England, which gives them a shared understanding of the Church’s
life and mission, and their invitation to new disciples.”

We eagerly await a new pastor who
• Will be committed to the centrality of prayer, the sacraments, scripture and service to the community
• Will nurture, encourage, motivate and challenge us in the
areas of mission, growth and outreach
• Will be at ease across the whole church family
We are two parishes in the catholic tradition who
• Strive for excellence in worship and depth in prayer
• Want to be better at outreach and mission
• Want help in developing and growing our vision
Parish Profile and application form available at
https://derby.anglican.org/en/about-us/vacancies.html and details
on Ebbsfleet and parish websites
Conversations are welcome with the Bishop of Ebbsfleet
0118 948 1038 or office@ebbsfleet.org.uk
and/or the Archdeacon of Derby
01332 388 676 or pa.archdeacon@derby.anglican.org
Closing date: 28 February 2020
Interviews: 24 March 2020
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The big picture
Edward Dowler on the dangers of polarisation and partisanship

‘W

ell done! You are renowned throughout the
world. Catholics venerate you and look up on
you as a second founder of the old faith. And,
surely what is a sign of greater glory, all the heretics detest you.’
If these words, originally from Jerome to Augustine of
Hippo, were used to describe Dr Gavin Ashenden, I imagine
he would be very happy to receive such an accolade. In the
final weeks of 2019, this well-known figure was received into
the Roman Catholic Church. Ashenden, a former university
lecturer, parish priest and Honorary Chaplain to the Queen
left the Church of England and renounced his orders in 2017.
The final straw for him was the invitation from the Provost of
St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Glasgow to a Muslim student
to read from the Koran at the Epiphany Eucharist. The passage in question explicitly denied the divinity of Jesus. Ashenden subsequently accepted ordination to the episcopate in the
Christian Episcopal Church: a continuing Anglican jurisdiction, from which he hoped that he might be able to gather together the forces of a renewed orthodox Anglicanism,
comprising both Catholics and evangelicals – a venture that a
variety of subsequent events indicated was unlikely to be possible.
Unlike Nicodemus who in St John’s gospel ‘came to Jesus
by night’, Dr Ashenden’s reception took place in a blaze of
tweets, blog posts, interviews and articles. He first broke the
news on the YouTube broadcast and podcast Anglican Unscripted to which he regularly contributes, together with the
journalist Kevin Kallsen and Florida parish priest and editor
of Anglican Ink, George Conger. In that always interesting and
sometimes challenging forum, Ashenden often uses the term
‘heterodox’ to describe modern Anglican bishops and clergy,
and it is this in particular that I believe requires a little interrogation.

I make two somewhat predictable
suggestions that I believe catholics in the
Church of England are well placed to offer.
As I think even the Anglican Unscripted team would concede, the teaching of modern-day Anglican bishops and clergy
is not heterodox in the manner of Don Cupitt, John Hick and
other such luminaries of the mid-twentieth century. I believe
we can be confident that senior clergy in the Church of England do not say the Creed with their fingers crossed behind
their backs, nor that, like Cupitt, Hick and co., they seek to deliberately move the Church of England away from orthodox
credal Christianity. And, if that is so, then how accurately can
the charge of heterodoxy actually be sustained?
As an answer, we might want to look at the articles recently published in New Directions by Dr Colin Podmore in
which he elegantly argues that, protestations to the contrary,
Anglicanism has historically retained all seven sacraments, but
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that each of them is in different ways under threat in today’s
Church. Although this may not be heterodoxy in a credal
sense, it none the less undermines the foundations of catholic
faith and life and so moves the Church in a heterodox direction. However, although related to such trends, one of the
most pressing issues may not so much be theological heterodoxy, but a more subtle and primarily cultural undercurrent
that is caused by apparently unquestioning allegiance to metropolitan liberal patterns of thought.
An instructive comparison is with another established national institution: the British Broadcasting Corporation. In
his book The Noble Liar (2018), the former BBC journalist
Robin Aitken writes about the way in which, for all its commitment to shibboleths such as diversity and inclusion, the
BBC has become a more and more monochrome organisation
in which the liberal consensus is almost universally assumed,
and in which debate about any of its precepts is often intolerantly suppressed. Despite some striking examples to the contrary, such as the resolutely impartial Political Editor Laura
Kuenssberg, the BBC tends, contrary perhaps to its intentions,
to offer a monochrome rather than truly diverse collection of
different voices. It cannot provide an alternative to the ‘echo
chamber’ effect of social media because it has itself become an
echo chamber. The result is a diminished place for our national broadcaster, with the looming probability that it will
need to find an alternative way of funding itself when, as the
government has intimated, failure to pay the licence fee at
some future time becomes decriminalised.
Thank God that it is now many years since non-adherence
to Anglicanism has been decriminalised. But we can perhaps
see some parallels in the Church of England: for example, the
unanimous pro-Remain position of the House of Bishops in
the Brexit debate, or recent Church Times front covers giving,
on the one hand, hyper-prominence to the environmental activist Greta Thunberg whilst, on the other, depicting the Prime
Minister as a clown. Whatever one might think about the individual merits of subjects such as the European Union, climate activism, or contentious theories of gender, the danger
is that as the established Church we become subject to a gravitational pull that impels us in a culturally liberal direction
which itself reflects the background from which the vast majority of our church leadership (myself as a north London boy
certainly included) appear to be drawn.
Step by well-intentioned step, as we move in the direction
of diversity and inclusion, we discover that we have unintentionally and ironically alienated large swathes – possibly a majority – of the nation that we exist to serve. A nation which
the recent General Election and preceding Brexit vote indicated are, at least in some measure, inclined to be in revolt
against the ‘Woke’ liberal culture and – perhaps we might hope
– at some level longing for something more substantial than
its empty utopian promises can ever provide.
It is difficult to know quite where we should go from here,

though no doubt Gavin Ashenden would have a suggestion for
us. In a sharply polarised national debate, turbo-charged by
social media it becomes easy for those who seek to resist the
unexamined assumptions and extreme intolerance of much
modern liberalism to find themselves unwittingly pushed to
the opposite extreme, but that surely cannot be the way of
Christ. So I make two somewhat predictable suggestions that
I believe catholics in the Church of England are well placed to
offer.
The first is a return to the living sources of Christian faith
and life. At the time of writing this article I am reading the
magisterial history of the Cowley Fathers by Serenhedd James.
The author explains in detail how the Fathers’ missional work
in Cowley, as well as in India, South Africa and the United
States was undergirded by liturgical prayer, the sacraments,
and deep study of the Bible and the Church Fathers. These
were not, as easily happens today, regarded as essentially a self-

indulgent distraction from outward-facing missional work, but
as the very heart and soul of such work, that would enable the
gospel to be communicated with clarity and vigour so that it
could truly take root in people’s hearts. In a time of great challenge, caught in competing cross-winds from the left and from
the right, counter-cultural though it may seem I am convinced
that we need to double down in these areas.
The second related suggestion is to keep on reminding
ourselves and others that we are part of the wider Church and
that therefore, although the centre of gravity in the Church of
England may currently be oriented in a particular cultural direction, there is a vital wider perspective in the breadth and
plenitude of God’s Church through the ages and around the
world, which he graciously calls us to discover and inhabit. ND
The Venerable Edward Dowler is the Archdeacon of Hastings.

Flying the Flag
Paul Kennedy offers a view of ministry in the Northern Province

B

ishop Glyn has given me six things that he wanted me
to share. First, he said, ‘Tell them what it is like to be a
catholic priest in the North-East of England’. I guess
it’s not very much different from being a catholic priest in any
other part of England. We are of course a minority group, with
about twenty Society churches in Durham Diocese, most of
which are in the poorest areas, with all the strains and stresses
that go with that, the social issues of the community, the lack
of aspiration and hope that poverty can bring, and the impact
on church life with the crumbling large buildings, the low capacity. But for all that, we wouldn’t want to be anywhere else
because that is where we believe God has sent us. There is,
however, among the catholic parishes hope, vision, growth,
and a number of new exciting initiatives. And I know that this
is not just the case in Durham but across the parishes in the
dioceses of the Northern Province.
The second thing Bishop Glyn said is to mention the difficulty of recruiting priests to serve in the North. Attracting
priests to serve in the North is a difficulty not just for the Society parishes but for the Church in general. When it comes
to vacancies, I think we have to pay tribute to the faithfulness
and stoicism of the laity, especially those in leadership roles,
who shoulder more and more responsibility, and do so with
cheerfulness and faith, and of course to the retired priests, as
well as those serving in non-stipendiary roles and chaplaincies,
without whom these parishes wouldn’t survive the vacancies
at all.
Third, Bishop Glyn wanted to mention our young priests.
He cannot give enough praise to them for offering themselves
for discernment and for ordained life, and for bringing to our
constituency a freshness and a new enthusiasm and joy to the
priesthood, which inspires us old lads to keep going and of
course brings new life to the Church. Also, to those who are
in training and in the process of discernment, listening to
God’s voice and seeking his will for them.

The fourth heading I have is Mutual Flourishing. This is
something that Bishop Glyn encourages us all to do to the
fullest extent. As in so many things, he leads us by example.
While the traditionalist Chapter of Our Lady and St Cuthbert
in the Diocese of Durham meets regularly, most clergy also
make it a priority to be involved in their local deanery chapters
and to engage with the deanery synod and the diocesan synod,
in order to ensure that mutual flourishing is a reality for us all.
The bishops in the North look very favourably upon us for
doing that.
The fifth thing that Bishop Glyn mentioned is to share a
little of my experience, and that of others, of the Bread for the
World conference in the summer. I have to confess that when
someone says there’s going to be a conference my heart sinks.
We recently had a diocesan conference, and at times I identified with what a priest said in another place while attending a
similar event – that he felt like an ecumenical observer. However, the Bread for the World conference was something quite
different. It was absolutely brilliant: I couldn’t believe it. If it
happens again and you weren’t there last time, make sure you
go next time.
And the last – the sixth commandment: Bishop Glyn is
today at Cuthbert House in Durham, addressing enquirers,
potential ordinands, and those recently recommended for
training about mutual flourishing. Some time ago a potential
ordinand from my parish was sent by the Diocesan Director
of Ordinands on a placement within the Diocese to a ‘different
kind of parish’ (if I can put it that way), to find that the vicar
had never heard of the Five Guiding Principles and the lady
curate, who had heard of them, had never read them. ND
Father Paul Kennedy is the Bishop of Beverley’s Representative in
the Diocese of Durham. This review was given to the Forward in
Faith National Assembly.
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MAIDENS’ GARLANDS
1

2

3

T

he little church of the tiny Shropshire village of Astley Abbotts, just outside Bridgnorth, has two most notable features.
One is its dedication to Saint Callixtus, martyred around AD
222, who gave his name to the catacombs on the Appian Way. The
other is the maiden’s garland (1) to Hannah Philips, who tragically
drowned on May 10th 1707, the eve of her wedding.
Maidens’ garlands were made for people who had led celibate lives,
often (but not always) young women. They were carried in the funeral
procession, then displayed in the parish church afterwards.
The custom is referred to at Ophelia’s burial in Hamlet, Act 5 Scene
1, when the officiating priest says: - ‘Yet here she is allow’d her Virgin
crants, Her maiden strewments and the bringing home Of bell and
buriel.’ Crants is derived from the German word Kranz, which means
a wreath, garland or chaplet. This custom seems to have been widespread into the 18th century, but died out soon afterwards, and many
have been lost through decay and also because of church restoration.
At Minsterley in Shropshire, six maidens’ garlands hang over the
west gallery (a seventh is displayed in a case). These garlands are bellshaped, wooden-framed and covered in paper rosettes sewn into place.
Sometimes a pair of white gloves is added. All are believed to date
from the 18th century; they bear inscriptions, including ‘E. W. 1736’
(2), ‘M. J. 1757’ (3), ‘M. M. 1736’ (4) and ‘F. J. 1764’. E. W. refers to
Elizabeth Woodhouse (1715-1736) and M. M. for Mary Mathews.
For more information: - Rosie Morris, ‘The “Innocent and Touching
Custom” of Maidens’ Garlands: A Field Report’, Folklore, 2003, 114,
pp. 355-387; H. Syer-Cuming, ‘On Funereal Garlands’, J. Brit. Archaeol.
Assoc., 1875, 31, pp 190-195. ND
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4

Secular
Liturgies

Tom Sutcliffe goes to the opera

O

ne topic not mentioned during the election has been the
state of British live-performing-arts culture and how much subsidy
would be needed to restore it to anything
like what existed in the 1960s and 1970s.
Our son Walter has been artistic director of Northern Ireland Opera in Belfast
since early 2017. He has now been appointed from autumn 2021 to be Intendant of the Opera in Handel’s birthplace,
Halle near Leipzig in Saxony-Anhalt.
The opera in Belfast gets £559,000 a year
from the government. The opera in

staged the children’s dance number fabulously well and the duet Moon Faced,
Starry Eyed also danced makes a big impact - though the interior staircase set by
Francis O’Connor is not easy to get
around with all that frenetic activity.
More than once I had real tears in my
eyes. The tale is told in such a convincing
and inescapably truthful way. It could
well be happening now. Banfield and
Butterfield excel above all. Weill’s work
requires 75 performers in total so is a
major venture for a company with modest subsidy. This is not to be missed.

More than once I had real tears in my eyes. The tale is told
in such a convincing and inescapably truthful way.
Halle - one of more than 60 such companies in Germany - gets €32,163,000
subsidy, part from Berlin and the rest
from Saxony-Anhalt. In the UK now,
opera, ballet, classical music, and theatre
are barely supported - and there is not
much of any of them up and down the
country compared with how things used
to be. The difference between Germany
and us is simply staggering.
Opera North, I am glad to say, deserves congratulations for their rather
wonderful production of Street Scene
which Weill in1947 based on a 1929 play
of the same name by Elmer Rice. The
story follows a community living in an
apartment block in Brooklyn, and includes a mother found in bed with the
milkman getting killed along with the
milkman by her enraged husband. Plus
some other tenants whose husband and
father has abandoned them put out on
the street. It is life in the raw - and no
doubt it has not changed that much in
New York. And Opera North’s cast are
all extremely good at acting as well as
singing, especially those taking the vital
roles like the due-to-be-murdered Anna
Maurrant (Giselle Allen), her jealous
husband Frank (Robert Hayward), their
daughter Rose (Gillene Butterfield),
Sam Kaplan the law-student Jewish
neighbour who loves Rose but is told by
his sister not to marry out (Alex Banfield) Choreographer Gary Clarke has

There are further performances between now and mid March in Leeds,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Salford and Nottingham.
The Orange Tree Theatre, Richmondon-Thames has been continuing its exploration of Bernard Shaw, most of
whose plays I read when I was a child including Candida which is one of the
four Plays Pleasant. It is all about a bossy
vicar’s wife torn between affection for
her husband Revd James Mavor Morell
and her budding sympathy for an 18year-old interloper with persuasive literary gifts, Marchbanks, who is being
put up at the vicarage. Shaw subtitled it
“A Mystery” whereas his Arms and the

Man (the main “Pleasant” play) he called
“An Anti-romantic Comedy”. The roles
in Candida are meaty to perform. But
the “Mystery” is the nature of marital
love, and the play does not really live up
to that serious challenge. Shaw was, of
course, insufferably opinionated - especially on the subject of his own genius,
though his going on about himself being
as good as Shakespeare, or better, was
probably just meant to annoy. Some
Shaw plays stand up to the competition
almost. But it is not only great English
playwrights like Sheridan and Congreve
whom Shaw does not equal. He lacks the
originality and fascination of Ibsen,
Chekhov, Feydeau and Wedekind - all
far superior contemporaries.
Paul Miller, director of the Orange
Tree and of this production, struggled to
make something of Candida more than
just routine verbal comedy. Set in the
1890s (when it was written) it seemed
exceptionally improbable that the curate’s role was played by a black actor,
Kwaku Mills, though a good one. Should
representativeness these days trump
natural realism? Which is a similar question of course to today’s insistence that
women play Shakespeare’s male roles.
The Orange Tree loyal audience was appreciative. The play’s run was extended,
Shaw being entertaining enough. Martin
Hutson was excellent as the vicar
Morell, Claire Lams a thoughtful compelling vicar’s wife. But it was young
Joseph Potter making his professional
debut as Marchbanks who made the
most impact: difficult, overweening, but
sympathetic and genuine. ND

New bells at St John the Evangelist, Kensal Green
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Editorial
A

s Christians we are programmed to
remember. The very central act of
our faith, the Eucharist, has at its
hearts the words of Jesus to ‘do this in remembrance of me’. As this edition of New Directions goes to the presses, around the world
people are remembering the victims of the
Holocaust, as we commemorate the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp, and the annual keeping of Holocaust Memorial Day. As those
who saw first-hand the unimaginable horrors
of the camps, and indeed those who survived
the camps, begin to die; we remember, because to fail to do so will fail them and the
millions who did not survive the camps.
When the first photographs from the camps
appeared in newspapers and in newsreels the
world was quick to send up the cry ‘never
again!’ And yet humanity is not very good at

this work in their own communities and in
the world at large. The work of reconciliation
is not about forgetting about the past but
rather holding in tension the need to remember the past and to look to the future. The
church is ideally placed to help society do this
as we remember an event in history which
changed the world forever, that is the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Turning to a more localised question, the
issue of parochial fees has reared its head in
recent weeks with a fee payable to the
Parochial Church Council for funeral services taking place at the crematorium being
removed and the whole fee now going to the
diocese. Whilst this part of the fee was only
introduced in 2013 priests and parishes have
rightly questioned whether this will not only
see parishes out of pocket (paying the travel
expenses of the priest to do the pastoral visit

A more radical step might be to simply remove the fees
altogether.
remembering, and in the last 75 years there
have been more genocides, more mass
killings, and more brutality. In Britain today
we have seen a sharp rise in anti-Semitism,
and as Christians we need to be willing to
speak out against this evil ideology, and any
ideology that would threaten human life and
the freedom of others. Just as we cannot
allow people to deny the Holocaust, we also
cannot allow people to ignore when history
repeats itself in other places through the
genocide and mass murder of people. The
Holocaust shows us how a series of events
and attitudes can erode an entire society’s
democratic attitudes and lead to unspeakable
horror and we must guard against this and
continue to challenge anti-Semitism in every
place. The universality of our faith, the fact
we believe all people are created in the image
of God means we cannot turn a blind eye
simply because it is not we who are being persecuted or harmed but someone else who is
‘other’ or ‘elsewhere’. The church we must remember is a divine creation, given by God to
humanity in order that we might be part of
His work of reconciling love. As part of the
church each Christian has a role to play in

20 ■ newdirections ■ February 2020

for example) and indeed whether it will result in even fewer funeral services being
taken by Church of England clergy. A more
radical step might be to simply remove the
fees altogether and to ask families to give
what they can afford, or a percentage of the
overall costs of the funeral. This would allow
some scope for the pastoral need of waiving
fees where a family or person simply cannot
afford the high cost of a funeral. It is good to
see that amongst the things to be discussed at
the February session of the General Synod is
a proposal made by Sam Margrave, and supported by many in the Synod, which states
that the Church of England should work
with councils and funeral companies ‘to find
ways at an affordable price to deliver a more
compassionate send-off for the departed and
to meet the spiritual and emotional needs of
those left behind.’ By doing this, and we hope
by looking into ways in which the church fees
might be waived, the spiritual and emotional
needs of grieving families can be better supported and we can ensure that all people have
access to a Christian funeral should they desire one. ND

the way we live now
Christopher Smith decides not to relocate to Canada

I

t has been mild but wet in London
recently, and, in the words of the
song, nothing falls like London
rain. Who wouldn’t rather be somewhere less rheumatic, like Lisbon or
Seville or Naples? Or maybe Canada or
Los Angeles, but we’ll come to that in a
minute. In the words of the old cliché,
the grass is always greener on the other
side, or perhaps there’s always glamour
somewhere other than the place where
we have to get on with the business of
daily life.
We’ve had quite a start to the year in
this country, of course. We are redefining our place in the world, and there has
been much change in parliament. One
of the most important chairs to have
changed occupant is that of the Speaker
of the House of Commons. The role
goes back to the thirteenth century, and
at least one saint has held the post, in the
person of St Thomas More. Readers
will not need me to tell them that its latest occupant is Sir Lindsay Hoyle, who
is the MP for the Lancashire constituency of Chorley.

erally speaking, the salaries of our public
servants are not huge. The Prime Minister is still not paid much more than
£150,000, whereas a century ago he
would have been on the equivalent of
four times that amount. The Archbishop of Canterbury is on a stipend of
a little over £80,000, which is more than
three times that of your parish priest,
but his mid-Victorian predecessors were
earning what today would be seven-figure sums. But of course we are all aware
that the ‘worth’ of a role bears little relation to its pay-day remuneration. We
should try inverting the pay scale of
teachers and footballers and see how attitudes to each job change! Even so, the
likes of us know when we enter certain
professions that they’re not going to
make us rich.
But I do wonder whether some of our
public servants think they ought to be
compensated with a touch of celebrity.
Perhaps that’s what we’re now seeing
even in the Royal Family, as the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex head off into the
Canadian sunset, probably with some

The likes of us know when we enter certain
professions that they’re not going to make us rich.
Nor will readers need me to remind
them that his immediate predecessor
was in a number of ways a controversial
figure. A national newspaper recently
made a Freedom of Information request
about Mr Bercow’s expenses, and discovered that the tax-payer had forked
out over a thousand pounds to take him
by taxi to a university in Nottingham.
He had gone there to speak about the
nation’s current feeling of discontent
with politics! He also hosted a series of
farewell parties, including one for his ‘retiring’ chaplain (who’s moving on to a
new job, in fact) which cost us £3,168.
That must have been quite a party!
It all makes me begin to wonder
whether a confusion is developing between public service and celebrity. Gen-

private-jetting back and forth to Hollywood factored in. Are our expectations
partly to blame? Or have their expectations changed? Has there been a move
away from an old-fashioned sense of
duty (‘What do God and my country
expect from me?’) to a new-fangled
sense of entitlement (‘What am I prepared to do for my country, and what
can I expect in return?’).
A key thing in the Sussex household’s
hope for the future seems to have been
to do with safeguarding their privacy,
which did leave me wondering how they
would cope with vicarage life. Anyone
having a role with a public element
knows that there are frustrations in that
respect which are offset by people’s evident love and concern. If people simply

didn’t care, they wouldn’t be interested.
The Sussexes may find that the most
frustrating thing for them in due course
is that the public stop giving a damn
about them!
Perhaps there is even something along
these lines going on in the Vatican, and
there is a well-reviewed film out called
The Two Popes. I haven’t seen it, but then
I almost never go to the pictures, but
friends have. Apparently, soft and cuddly Francis is contrasted favourably with
cold and cerebral Benedict. Francis
chats away to the gardener about growing herbs in the Vatican gardens,
whereas Benedict just thinks about doctrine all the time. It did make me wonder whether there was anyone else in the
Vatican who might be capable of holding
a conversation with members of the gardening staff, and whether perhaps
knowing something about Christian
doctrine and being able to articulate it
might be a useful quality in a bishop, let
alone a pope. Many people might think
it’s all about image, but if a pope is for
anything, surely he’s there as the principal guardian of the deposit of faith.
A colleague recently reminded me of
a collection of essays by Dorothy L. Sayers published under the title Creed or
Chaos? in 1947. Christianity is, she reminds us, ‘a religion for adult minds’. Of
her play The Zeal of Thy House she said,
‘if my play was dramatic it was so, not in
spite of the dogma but because of it—
that, in short, the dogma was the
drama… It is the dogma that is the
drama—not beautiful phrases, nor comforting sentiments, nor vague aspirations
to loving-kindness and uplift, nor the
promise of something nice after death—
but the terrifying assertion that the same
God who made the world lived in the
world and passed through the grave and
gate of death. Show that to the heathen,
and they may not believe it; but at least
they may realize that here is something
that a man might be glad to believe.’
Supposedly adult minds seem to
empty at a sniff of celebrity. Perhaps it’s
time to grow up. ND
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views, reviews and previews
art
GEORGE IV:
ART AND SPECTACLE
Queen’s Gaery
until 3rd May, 2020
George IV anticipated all the recent
scandals of the House of Windsor, with
the exception of those of the Duke of
York. He had a very full sex life, not least
because he couldn’t marry the woman
he loved. The woman he did marry became a lifelong enemy and the beloved
of the nation. He moved into a cottage
in Windsor Park which he had done up
with the greatest extravagance. And he
meddled in politics, with little effect
though he claimed that he was instrumental in bringing together the grand
coalition against Napoleon. Fortunately,
‘Prinny’ was not able to exercise in the
field his fascination with military matters. In later life he was so carried away
by enthusiasm for the Battle of Waterloo
that he spoke as if he had been there.
The course of history would have been
very different had he come up against
Napoleon.
The wonder of it is that George survived. At a time when the French
monarchy was being guillotined he spent
and spent like a monarch of the old
school. But the old school was over, witnessed in England by the press’ satirical
and often unfair treatment of George as
Prince Regent. It says something for
Prinny’s largeness of heart that when
was pictured as a bloated Paris ogling
three duchesses – none of whom he had
sexual relations with – that he was quite
flattered by the print and wished it were
true to life.
Joseph Haydn, always kind-hearted,
thought George the handsomest man on
earth and genuinely knowledgeable
about music. Since monarchs are always
flattered it’s difficult to know how true
that was. Certainly, George liked all
kinds of performance and there are
splendid portraits in the show of Haydn
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(by Hoppner) and Garrick in various
poses, notably Reynolds’ weird and extraordinarily brown and green tinted
portrait.
Of course, George’s favourite performance was that of the monarchy. He
created settings for royal display at Carlton House – in effect a forerunner of the
Royal Pavilion – and at Windsor and in
great events. In this he found a kindred
spirit in Sir Walter Scott whose splendid
portrait by Lawrence is part of this show.
Scott and the King devised a royal visit
to Scotland which involved much tartan
and much whiskey and much parading
about.

However, it was his coronation
which was the literally crowning event
of George’s life. In the show there is the
large, specially printed guide to the
event, a sort of ‘Pictures of the English
Liturgy’ crossed with the Almanach de
Saxe Gotha. Alongside it the royal stole
of heavy gold thread would pique the
envy of a seminarian. This is showcased
alongside crowns and swords commissioned for the great day, notably the Diamond (1,333 of them) Diadem, worn
today by Her Majesty on coins and
stamps.
There’s no getting away from this
bling but it’s the hope of the curators
that visitors to the exhibition will see
that George was a great collector of art,
especially paintings. He has usually been
considered the finest British royal collector after Charles 1st and he was very interested in his forebear. This is witnessed
by a rather dull Rubens ‘St George and
the dragon’ featuring Charles as St
George.
As a collector George bought fashionably – most people do – which means
lots of seventeenth century Dutch peasants. And he liked detail in a painting.

He had to rely on agents to buy for him
because monarchs did, and because his
father wouldn’t let him out of the country. There is a series of St Peter’s Square
over the course of a day which
poignantly suggests how much George
would have loved to have made the
grand tour.
But even if he couldn’t travel George
was able to commission artists and he
did so successfully. A Stubbs of the Regent on horseback might not be the
painter’s finest work but it captures the
essence of the Regency and the horse is
excellent. However, it’s the Waterloo
Chamber portraits which dominate the
show. The two finest are Lawrence’s pictures of Pope Pius VII and Cardinal
Consalvi, considered by the artist to be
amongst his best work. These pictures
combine technique – the wonderful capture of fabrics and the convincing foreshortening
–
with
dramatic
personalities. The two clerics are every
inch what ecclesiastical diplomats
should be.
George’s biggest individual purchase
was of the equally bravura though more
domestic work, Rembrandt’s ‘The shipbuilder and his wife.’ The gallery has
hung this alongside Rembrandt’s portrait
of Agatha Bas. Both are very fine examples of the artist’s middle period. The
Bas picture is particularly eye-catching.
The sitter’s stomacher and white linen
are treated with passion and made into
things of great beauty. Her pose is a
throwback to the early sixteenth century
as an arm leans out of the canvas and her
fan lies across a lintel. Agatha Bas’ face is
not conventionally beautiful but it is
lively and charming and very engaging.
Around these great paintings the
gallery displays excellent porcelain, furniture, knives and swords. Inevitably
there’s cartoons by Rowlandson but
there’s also delicate sketches of the royal
family. The great paintings stand out but
they are only part of an exhibition which
shows a sybarite and gastronome struggling with conflicting expectations in a
time of revolution, and winning
through.
Owen Higgs

theatre
DEAR EVAN HANSEN
and TEENAGE DICK
Three years ago, an outrageously talented young duo called Benj Pasek and
Justin Paul won the Best Original Song
Oscar for ‘City of Stars’ in the film La La
Land. This profile boost gave studio
bosses a reminder that another Pasek &
Paul project was on a number of LA
desks, an odd biopic with songs about
the circus man PT Barnum, and it had
only just gone intro production. The
Greatest Showman was released at the
end of 2017 and became a sleeper hit.
The critics hated it; the public absolutely
loved it, keeping the film in the charts
(and cinemas) for months. Anyone who’s
had contact with a child under 12 will be
aware how Showman has a genuine following.

Before both these works was Dear
Evan Hansen, the 2016 Broadway hit
which swept the board at the Tony
Awards the following year, winning six
of the nine categories in which it was
nominated. Canny Cameron Mackintosh picked it up and the UK production
opened in London last November. A
number of questions hang over the show
and how well it works here. It’s distinctly
American in tone, it deals with teen suicide and social media, and its overall
thrust is intense to the point of painful.
There’s no doubting its authenticity, as
written by Steven Levenson.
Set in a high school, the plot is simple.
An introverted boy fancies a girl. Her
angsty brother has a couple of encoun-

ters with the introvert Evan but then
commits suicide. His devastated family,
grieving and shocked they didn’t see the
death coming, seize upon a confusion
and believe Evan was Connor’s only
friend before he took his own life. The
family starts to take Evan in, seeing him
as some sort of amanuensis to chart a
way through their loss, and he obliges.
He spends more time with his crush (the
grieving sister) and less time with his
own work-harried single mother. Then
a groundswell in school decides Connor’s
memory must be honoured (if only to
help anyone else feeling suicidal) and
Evan becomes the unwitting poster boy
for the whole campaign in a social media
feeding frenzy. The contrasts are all
there, pitted against one another: rich
and poor, young and old, virtual and
real, honest and untrue. It must all unravel, and it does.
Perhaps the most surprising element
is the tight cast — eight of them, with a
band on a platform in the back corner.
They can all sing and act. Sam Tutty is
playing Evan but the preview I saw had
the ‘alternate Evan’ on stage, Marcus
Harman, and he was pitch perfect.
They’re all strong and believable. Rebecca McKinnis is Evan’s mother, Doug
Colling the suicidal Connor, Lauren
Ward and Rupert Young his parents,
Lucy Anderson the sister, Jack Loxton
and Nicole Racquel Dennis the classmates. Not a weak link among them.
Michael Greif ’s clear direction keeps it
zipping along and always coherent. The
score is not quite the saccharine hit factory of Showman, but it’s complex and
moving; the American Songbook is alive
and well in Pasek & Paul. The design of
Peter Nigrini and David Korins has social media as the ninth character, underscoring how it’s become an integral and
regrettable part of everyday life. There
are implications in how we use it, how it
uses us, and the mental health or social
isolation factors. DEH is not just a show
about suicide and grief, or communication and self-discovery. It succeeds because a very human story is told credibly
and carefully with the opportunity to
empathise with each character as we
spend time in their company. It’s almost
a chamber piece, offering focus and clarity on tough issues which we must address. A timely piece, it reaffirms both

the vitality of hope and the value of
shared humanity.
Alas a “too late to see” (because it ran
between ND issues and closed on 1st
February) was Teenage Dick at the Donmar. Another high school show from the
US (but not musical), it takes Shakespeare’s Richard III as inspiration for a
college council power struggle. This originality is compounded by having two
disabled actors in lead roles (Richard has
hemiplegia and Buck is in a wheelchair).

It’s a disruptive play that asks serious
questions. Why rely on any actor’s ‘performative version’ of disability when
plenty of disabled actors can bring that
authenticity as they are? The recent A
Day in the Death of Joe Egg at the Trafalgar cast a disabled actor in role, and it’s
relevant where Shakespeare’s most famous disabled character is concerned.
He refers to being ‘deformed’ but we
need new and better insight into how we
respond as audiences, similar in a way to
Othello. Neither disabled character nor
actor asks for special treatment or sympathy so the whole thing starts to feel
more real. Helped along by Mike Lew’s
cracking script which fuses the Bard
with student patois and youth speak, the
six-strong cast were utterly brilliant and
deftly directed by Michael Longhurst.
Daniel Monks as Richard Gloucester deserves an award for showing how to do
this, and why we need more of it. Authentic — back to that again.
Simon Walsh
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books
THE BOOK OF BARUCH BY THE
GNOSTIC JUSTIN
Geoﬀrey Hi
OUP 2019
The mid-Victorian vicarage at St Andrew’s, Holborn, overlooks Shoe Lane to
the rear. Straight ahead and to the right,
the view is dominated by the vast, newly
erected Goldman Sachs building, home
to nine thousand city workers. On a
clear day the tower of St Andrew’s,
marking a site of Christian worship for
over a thousand years, can be seen reflected in the plate-glass of its new
neighbour, a cathedral dedicated in the
service of mammon. Geoffrey Hill might
have something to say about this, were
he alive to see it. Shoe Lane does receive
more than a mention in this book. Hill
recalls Len Rosoman, the British artist
whose painting A House Collapsing on
Two Fireman, Shoe Lane, London EC4 depicts an incident on the night of 29/30
December 1940, when a young fireman,
who had just relieved Rosoman (who,
like him, was serving in the Auxiliary
Fire Service) at his post was killed as a
building fell upon him. Hill writes, every
monosyllable a hammer blow, ‘One man
pressed flat as a skate: even his tin hat.’
The fate of the City churches, damaged
or destroyed in the Blitz, is one of the recurring themes of the first third, at least,
of The Book of Baruch by the Gnostic
Justin, Hill’s remarkable 269 stanza
(paragraph?) prose-poem, intentionally
composed for posthumous publication.
‘St Lawrence Jewry, fat organ pipes
aroast, bells falling and bawling, gave up
the ghost, evanesced on the spot.’ Or,
tying the destruction of the churches
more explicitly with cultural and literary
history as well as moral rectitude:
‘In St Giles, Cripplegate (‘tower
without a steeple’) itself a blitz-cripple with random bits remaining
(‘few fittings survived the war’), Milton’s bust came well out of the blast.
God bless us, everyone; save us from
idolatry and false pride.’
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Cripplegate/blitz-cripple; bust/blast.
Half-rhymes and off-rhymes, so that we
constantly hear echoes and allusions, the
sound of a single word or longer phrase
being picked up and handed on like a
baton down the line: this is the verbal
music of the whole work, by turns mesmerising and startling. Mostly, you want
to applaud; occasionally, groan. Biblically, it can at times feel as if one is reading a literary or cultural rewrite of the
Book of Proverbs: every line becomes
epigrammatic, every line (as the firsttime visitor to Hamlet said) a quotation.
But back to the City churches. Yes, their
consumption in the flames of the Blitz is
iconic of a deeper cultural disintegration,
but the collapsing masonry does not
quite equal a complete and irreversible
fall: ‘If St Paul’s had gone…would that
have finished us, however much the Old
Man admonished us? No. We were then
a spiritual people revering a spirited
Wren steeple albeit in a downcast
thumbs-up way. Unsteepled if need be.’
‘We were then a spiritual people.’
‘Spiritual’ here is almost interchangeable
with ‘serious,’ and the phrase came back
to my mind right at the end of the poem
by way of contrast with Hill’s Little
Britain-esque vision of ‘big-bummed
Britannia in her tracksuit’ slouching into
a post-Brexit future. ‘Serious,’ is a much
more helpful starting point (I would suggest) for engaging with the poem than
‘difficult,’ which is the term frequently
(and carelessly) reached for in discussions of Geoffrey Hill’s later work. Actually, this is not a ‘difficult’ poem, in the
sense of impenetrable syntax or vocabulary; all but the most polymath reader

will need to look up at least some of the
references – although that, apparently
(reading his work while googling) is
something Hill fundamentally disliked.
There is certainly spiritual seriousness here; spiritual chastity, austerity
you could say, despite the description of
the Gospel of Mark as ‘unreasonably
stark.’ ‘The imposition of ashes’ is ‘not
one of the spurious fetishes.’ Three pages
are given over to Holbein’s Dance of
Death. ‘Byrd almost always preferred to
set the lamenting or the protesting
Word.’ The shallow, the superficial and
the glib are unsparingly exposed. ‘The
Church of England today is a near-bankrupt holding company for things sacrosanct.’ Hill is unimpressed by the
reference to duck pâté in the oration at
Lady Thatcher’s funeral – a tad unfair to
our former Bishop of London, surely,
who gave a magisterial address. But then
there are moments of spiritual and cultural reference which grope for the ecstatic:
‘I bless the marvellous ‘Five Mystical
Songs:’ although strong music cannot
even begin to mend wrongs, it is, in some
way I wish I could well relate, analogous
to the Pentecostal tongues.’
What about this for an apprehension
of martyrdom, honed to precision:
…
‘ Father Southwell, that saint of
courteous but steely dissent, whose soul
was ever at the knife-point of self-attaint…’
And what about this endorsement of
a line from Richard Rolle, deeply felt,
surely, despite the casual pay-off:
‘ ‘Swet Jhesu, thy body is lyke a boke
written al with red ynke’ - that’s pretty
good, I think.’
Serious, yes, but on no account
should this review leave the reader with
the impression that the poem is pofaced. Not a bit of it. It is full of jokes,
knowing asides, the nod and the wink of
vaudeville. The first line sets the tone:
‘Cute, my arse.’ This is a poem which
rhymes chlamydia with media and devotes an entire section to theological and
literary giants (Arius, Luther, Coleridge,
Waugh) finished off by constipation.
Who else could come up with this as a
description of Bishop Berkeley:
‘ideal intellectual boy replaced by
moony-faced Ordinary of Cloyne – too
soon, / I feel, but I may be unreal.’

Brilliant.
What else? A comprehensive conspectus of the English poetic tradition
from medieval to modern times; an inquiry into the nature of poetry itself; a
poignant, lyrical meditation on ageing
and decaying; some beautiful, breathtaking descriptions of nature and place. Oh
and Peaky Blinders and The Likely Lads
(readers aged under 50: look it up.) Reviewing this poem is impossible, really;
it’s simply unique. I could spend the rest
of my life getting inside it.
+Jonathan Fulham

NEITHER BOMB NOR BULLET
Benjamin Kwashi - Archbishop on
within each of us to wake up and do
the Front Line
Andrew Boyd
Monarch Books 2019, £10.19
ASIN: B07MVMPD5, 336pp
‘Why should the church be any less passionate than Islam? Why is the church
not preaching the gospel of holiness,
righteousness, and justice? The Muslims
have their loudspeakers everywhere,
waking people at 4am to pray. Meanwhile, the Christians are sleeping!
What’s stopping us from praying?
What’s keeping us from our devotional
life to God? Before a Muslim can lead a
mosque, he must be able to recite at least
sixty chapters of the Koran. But we
Christians are ordaining people who
cannot recite a single chapter of the
Bible. We should learn from them.’
So writes Nigerian Archbishop Ben
Kwashi quoted in Andrew Boyd’s biography that reads autobiographically to
capture the passion of a great contemporary servant of God currently General
Secretary of GAFCON (Global Anglican Future Conference). It was my privilege to work with him briefly during the
1998 Lambeth Conference when hundreds gathered to hear him speak at an
evangelistic service outside Holy Trinity,
Tottenham presided over by the then
Bishop of Edmonton, Brian Masters. As
Bishop Brian’s Missioner I was well
aware of how Nigerian Anglicans vitalise the Diocese of London, and Bishop
Ben gave us sight of the spiritual leadership behind this. ‘Neither Bomb nor Bullet’ filled out the picture for me. ‘The aim
of this, my story, is to ignite a passion

something, instead of merely believing
and hoping that someone else will get
around to it and we will all be OK. Look
around: we are not OK. Everybody must
rise up to play his own unique and special part, if this world is to change.’
Bishop Ben and his wife Gloria have
suffered. They keep in their living room
a mock coffin containing the ashes of
their house burned down by extremist
Muslims in 1987. ‘They remind me and
my children that every day that I live is
a bonus. I am living on extra time’. As
Archbishop of Jos, Ben presides over
part of central Nigeria which has a perilous autonomy between the Muslim
north and Christian south. A native, he
was brought up with Muslims for whom
he retains great respect despite his conviction their faith in God is incomplete.
Every morning he accepts the Muslim
call to prayer as invitation to keep his
own quiet time following a discipline encouraged by the Church Missionary Society evangelists who built on the
foundation of first African Bishop,
Nigerian Samuel Crowther (18091891). ‘This same gospel that we preach
today in Nigeria was brought to us by
missionaries from the United Kingdom
at their own cost. For this, I am forever
indebted to Britain. I will never forget
what these Englishmen did for us. I am
the third generation to benefit from
them. The English I now speak and
write, my father taught me, because
Christian missionaries had taught him.
Because of them, I can today communicate and preach the gospel.’
The Archbishop has survived three

assassination attempts and his wife, Gloria, suffered an assault tantamount to
rape. His story of how brutal persecution has driven him again and again to
kneel in prayer live in forgiveness is profoundly moving. Islamic terrorists have
made Nigeria a war zone making him, as
the book’s subtitle states, ‘The Archbishop on the Front Line’. The kidnapping of hundreds of Christian schoolgirls
is one incident that reached world
media, but ongoing attacks turning
churches into besieged fortresses get less
coverage. He conducts more funerals
than weddings and baptisms put together. Yet neither bomb nor bullet is to
deter; he writes, ‘Christians never get
desperate - they just get determined. Get
determined to lay hold of God and lay
hold of his promises, and to never settle
for less.’
Andrew Boyd’s presentation of Ben
Kwashi is thrilling. Such determination
shown in courageous leadership within
the tumult in Nigeria, as well as that
within his beloved Anglican Church. I
warmed to his description of how
churches grow assisted by Christian confidence and humility among priests and
people. His and Gloria’s gifts in evangelism are coupled to sympathetic hearts,
demonstrated by their extended family
of orphans. ‘If I had only a single life lesson to pass on to others, the most important lesson of my life would be to pick
one child, who would never ordinarily
have had an opportunity in life, and
struggle through bringing up that child
for God. That life is God-given, and nobody can tell what their future will be. It
is a great privilege to have an opportunity to be a blessing to another person’s
life’.
This is a Bishop whose sense of the
Church and track record in reconciling
Christians and Muslims might help
steer Anglicanism towards its best future. His message for us in the United
Kingdom is direct. We must ‘get on our
knees to pray. And then get up, courageously, ready to live the gospel and
preach it by our lives and by all that we
do… As you reach out to Jesus in faith,
he will come into your heart and live
with you, and you with him. As you
place your faith, belief and trust in him,
he will respond.’ So be it!
John Twisleton
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Book of the month
THE OXFORD HISTORY OF ANGLICANISM VOLUME IV
Global Western Anglicanism, c.1910-present
Jeremy Mois (ed.)
Oxford University Press 2019(pbk) ISBN 978-0-19-882233-2 £30

T

he title makes clear
the scope of this contribution to the
multi-volume study of Anglicanism from Oxford University Press. A group of
well-informed scholars deals
here with the influences and
events which have affected
members of the Western Anglican Communion in the
Twentieth Century. Readers
will turn to those aspects of
that history which most interest them, as I am doing, but the
overall standard of the contributions is both high and stimulating.
First of all, though, the book
itself. This paperback edition is
blessed with a clear typeface
and a mostly trouble-free text.
Furthermore, OUP earns gold
stars for giving us essays whose
footnotes are in the correct
place at the foot of the page,
thereby saving time and temper on the part of readers who
wish to consult them. The
greater pity, then, that the book
is let down by an inadequate
index which is mostly a list of names and
page numbers.
It is striking that the perspectives
which have guided the writers are frequently moral and political ones, such as
global poverty, war and peace, nationalism, class and ethnicity, and gender. Has
an overview of a century of Anglican affairs ever before required a chapter on
the Church and sexuality? Yet these
concerns are inevitable, given that the
authors must deal first with fifty years
which saw appalling conflict, and then
decades when increased means of communication faced the world and the
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known or ignored. Also, in the nineteensixties many dragons’ teeth were sown
which would generate problems and divisions in the succeeding years, both in
the Church and in society.
Take, for example, the issues surrounding sexuality, especially homosexuality. Those desiring reform of received
opinions and prejudices frequently complain of the slowness of change in Anglican teaching, given the speed with which
viewpoints have changed socially. It is
that speed, in this and other areas, which
has caught the Church unprepared, and
uncertain how to react clearly yet compassionately, therefore frequently opting
for responses which have proved ineffec-

tive, and incomprehensible to
the changing social order.
Hence the situation in the
Church of England, where the
publication Issues in Human
Sexuality was mysteriously
transformed from a discussion
document into almost a credal
statement. Is it still being waved
before prospective ordinands
with a demand for their consent to its statements, now almost thirty years old?
If views on sex have changed
almost beyond recognition during the twentieth century, so
has the pressing issue of war
and peace. The relevant chapter gives a clear picture of the
impact of two world wars, especially in Britain, and the
overnight transformation of the
ethical terrain with the arrival
of atomic and nuclear weapons.
The Church’s response to the
wars of 1914-1918 and 19391945 has been much criticised
in recent years, and the review
here corrects a number of misunderstandings on this matter.
It is welcome to see the conduct
of Bishop Winnington Ingram during
WWI rescued from some of the obloquy
which has been unjustly fixed on it, and
even more welcome to be reminded of
the total personal integrity of the great
Bishop George Bell, who denounced
area bombing of Germany in 1942. (His
outstanding contribution to ecumenism,
and his breadth of vision, reaching far
beyond Britain, receive proper appreciation in this book.) War, and the danger
of nuclear annihilation, had an impact
on Anglican thought worldwide which
went beyond moral debate, and still confronts us with unresolved (perhaps unresolvable) issues.

And what of theology? No book on
twentieth century Anglicanism can ignore Honest to God, though hindsight reveals it to have been more a flash in the
pan than a radical rocket. It was neither
original nor creative, but it contributed
to an atmosphere of unsettlement which
persisted throughout the remaining
decades of the century, and not just in
Britain. If this country produced Cupitt’s
‘Sea of Faith’ approach, America was
briefly distracted by the gospel of Christian atheism, trends which proved to
have little lasting significance. Nonetheless, the loss of confidence in a distinctively Anglican approach to theology has
not departed from us, something which
helps in understanding the resurgence of
assured Evangelicalism in the English
Church.
History also casts new light on Anglican leaders. In the main, the Church of
England has been fortunate in its Archbishops of Canterbury since 1910. If
William Temple’s achievement (though
not the man) appears perhaps less significant than his contemporaries thought,
his successor, Geoffrey Fisher, was the
person chiefly responsible for creating
the Anglican Communion we recognize
today. It is correct to say that ‘his appointment marked the end of the Davidson-Lang tradition which reached back
to 1878.’ One of the more surprising features of this volume is to see Randall
Davidson, so frequently portrayed as an
over-cautious Establishment figure, revealed as an Archbishop of conviction,

shrewdness and courage. It is time for
Bell’s magisterial and irreplaceable biography of Davidson to be supplemented
by a new evaluation of the man and his
legacy, resting upon a longer historical
perspective.
On a positive note, the twentieth century saw the Second Vatican Council,
which affected Christianity worldwide,
particularly in the impetus it gave to the
search for Christian Unity. A notable
contribution was the work of ARCIC I
and II, bringing together Anglican and
Roman Catholic scholars to examine the
divisions between the two communions.
Progress seemed remarkable and hopes
were high, yet the rigidity of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
eventually frustrated such optimism.
How matters might be moved forward
now is not easy to predict, especially
given the fact of the ordination of
women. Whether one approves or disapproves of the step taken by Anglicans,
this is unquestionably a new barrier to
greater harmony with Rome and with
Orthodoxy. On the other hand, relations
with the Reformed churches improved,
despite the fiasco of the AnglicanMethodist scheme of 1972. Yet the most
important aspect of last century’s ecumenical endeavours is made clear in this
volume’s essay on Christian Unity: ‘Local
ecumenism is often the engine of Christian unity. The transformation of attitudes from those dominated by
ignorance, fear, and hostility to those
marked by awareness, attraction, and

friendship, was the main achievement of
ecumenism.’
There is valuable discussion of the
place of the Lambeth Conferences in
dealing with the problems of a global
Church. Their significance has varied
from that of the 1920 Conference, with
its impressive call to the reunion of
Christendom; the 1988 gathering under
Robert Runcie, which looked to the option for the poor and also at environmental issues; and the disastrous 1998
Conference which, in its mishandled
dealings with human sexuality and failure to engage in adequate discussion of
the nature of communion, ‘combined to
make the conference one of the contributory causes of the crisis which engulfed
the Communion in the next decade,’
The essays presented in this book
provide valuable information, but more
than that, they provoke thought about
the present and future path for Anglicanism. The chapter on Liturgical Renewal poses the most disturbing
question of all – what is it that holds the
Anglican Communion together? Anglicanism, like Western society, faces an
unpredictable century which may see
more rapid cultural changes than any experienced yet, and while some received
ecclesiastical boundaries and opinions
are clearly shifting, divisions are deepening between those who wish to work
fruitfully with the new situation and
those who are entrenching themselves in
fundamentalisms, mostly about scripture and morality.
According to your outlook, the situation is either fearful or charged with
promise. One thing is clear, however. If
Anglicanism, and specially the Church
of England, wishes to engage with the future it will have to become better acquainted with its historic traditions.
Anglican history must be moved to the
front of studies for those training for ordination, otherwise the coming generations will have no ground on which to
stand while they try to pray, worship, do
theology and proclaim the Gospel with
an Anglican voice. The essays in this
book provide excellent material for understanding where we Anglicans have
come from, and where we have been recently.
Barry A. Orford
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February Diary
Thurifer takes the air

I

n the depths of winter, some look
forward to summer sun. Refreshment and reinvigoration were part
of the attraction of Spa towns where
many would flock ‘to take the waters.’ If
that attracts you, why not try the healing
springs of Bagnères-de-Bigorre?
The saline sources… suit exhausted temperaments, nervous women suffering from
tree-sickness or worn out by the excitement
of fashionable life. This spot invites delicate
or languid constitutions, or such as have
been unduly stimulated by moral impressions or excesses of the nervous system.
Everything here tends to rest these worn-out
organisations, to calm nervous agitation, to
refresh mind and body, and even to console
the heart when it is inaccessible to the gentle
beauties of nature. The graduated use of
these unctuous, tonic, and slightly stimulating waters dissipates vapours, drives away
spleen, this cruel disorder of the soul, by reinvigorating the digestive powers and bracing up the bowls.
If that is for you, if that entices, book
now. To avoid disappointment you
might bear in mind that this attractive
description was written in 1872.
*
‘Kind of,’ ‘Sort of,’ ‘Kinda,’ Sorta,’ have entered my lexicon of infuriating linguistic
and conversational tropes. I can understand if someone is groping for a suitable
metaphor that is just out of reach and
uses such phrases to indicate that
process. But as persistent and irrelevant
verbal tics in any discourse, they are irritating and, what is more important,
distracting from what the speaker has to
say.
*
Parks in London are known as the ‘lungs’
of the city. However, there is one park in
central London that I have been unable
to visit. It is Coram Fields in Bloomsbury
where admittance for adults is only possible if accompanied by a child. Here was
the site of the Foundling Hospital
founded by Thomas Coram. His date of
birth is uncertain but thought to be in
1668. He died in 1751. Born in Lyme
Regis of a seafaring family, he was sent
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to sea at the age of eleven. For ten years
he settled in Massachusetts. He returned
to London in 1704 and set up business
importing tar under an Act of Parliament. He continued to go to sea, commanding merchant ships. He gained a
reputation for philanthropy and was
particularly moved by the sight of infants dying in the street from malnutrition, among other diseases. He obtained
a charter in 1739 to found a Hospital for
such foundlings. The foundation stone
was laid in 1742. Despite his philan-

had a distinguished career in oratorio
and and opera. He was Noah in the first
performance of Benjamin Britten’s Noyes
Fludde. However, I have a less elevated
and highbrow memory of him. He
starred in an advertisement on the Tyne
Tees Television channel for the signature
brew Newcastle Brown Ale. Such is the
power of advertising, I can still recall it,
to the tune of Cushie Butterfield:
If you want a beer that’s perfection indeed,
/ I’ll give you a guide to fulfilling your need,
/ At home by the fireside, in club or in bar,
/ The sign of good taste is the famous Blue
Star. / It’s a strong beer, it’s a bottled beer,
with the north’s biggest sale, / For complete
satisfaction, Newcastle Brown Ale.

Messiah was the first classical concert I attended. Taken by
my grandfather. I must have been 11 or 12 and I can remember standing for the Hallelujah Chorus but the only
other recollection is of the bass, Owen Brannigan, singing
‘And the trumpet shall sound’.
thropic instincts he seems to have been
a rebarbative and disputatious figure,
highly critical of the running of the Hospital, so much so that he was not reelected to the Governing Body and took
no part in its running thereafter. He was
buried in the Hospital’s Chapel but when
the Hospital was transferred to
Berkhamstead in 1935, his body was
transferred to a specially designed crypt.
When, in 1955, that building was sold
and Coram’s earthly remains were interred in St Andrew’s, Holborn (now the
Episcopal Seat of the Bishop of Fulham).
The Hospital attracted many distinguished supporters (William Hogarth
was a Governor) and Handel gave performances of Messiah in the Chapel to
benefit the Hospital. But if you wish to
see the Fields and enjoy their facilities,
take a child. It will be, I suspect, well
worth the effort.
*
Messiah was the first classical concert I
attended. Taken by my grandfather. I
must have been 11 or 12 and I can remember standing for the Hallelujah
Chorus but the only other recollection is
of the bass, Owen Brannigan, singing
‘And the trumpet shall sound.’ Brannigan

Such is the limitation of advertising, I
have never tasted it.
*
Brannigan also participated in one of the
best of musical jokes. Gerard Hoffnung,
one of the most amusing men of his generation, many will know of his speech to
the Oxford Union, arranged a concert
which had a series of items of which
Malcolm Arnold’s A Grand, Grand Overture scored for orchestra and vacuum
cleaners, dedicated to President Hoover
is typical. The concert was prefaced by
the Managing Director of the Royal Festival Hall coming onto the stage, to the
groans of the audience expecting some
change of programme or absence of an
advertised performer. He said, ‘The London County Council very much regrets
that this evening’s concert will be given
exactly as advertised.’ Later, it was announced that William Walton would
conduct an extract from his oratorio
Belshazzar’s Feast. Walton and Brannigan
(as the soloist) walked onto the stage,
bowed. Walton raised his baton, the chorus shouted, ‘Slain.’ Walton put down his
baton. He and Brannigan bowed and left
the stage. ND
Thurifer

My Jesus is walking on the Sea
David Wilson goes on Pilgrimage to The Holy Land with Bishop Norman of Richborough

A

s we weaved through the burning tyres, a loud
thwack unnerved the shocked pilgrims at the back
of the bus. One of the kufiyah-muffled teenagers,
agitated at Friday Mosque prayers to lob rocks at the Israeli
checkpoint, was counting coup before his friends. Fortunately
the stone didn’t come from his sling or there might have been
damage. Our guide, Sam, at the front of the bus, heard nothing
and assured us that pilgrims were never targeted. Of course
not. Later, we were told that some of the boys had been shot.
Welcome to an everyday Friday in Bethlehem.
We had started the day in a dream – Mass led by Bishop
Norman at the Shepherd’s Field, where the Angels had
declared peace and goodwill. There were Christmas presents
– a rosary and chocolate money – and laughter in the warm
November sunshine, the smiles shortly knocked off our faces
as we arrived at the Church of the Nativity and a long queue.
For some 3 hours we were caught in a seemingly endless,
chaotic crush of fellow pilgrims from every corner of the
world, all desperate to venerate at this holiest of Christian
shrines. As we slowly wound through ancient mosaics, past
wondrous icons, and the scaffolding erected in a frantic effort
to preserve this World Heritage treasure, there was time to
ponder. Could this really be the actual place where Jesus was
born? St Helena visited the Holy Land and established the
Christian shrines in AD325–326 on the basis of already longestablished traditions of the early Church. It seemed highly
probable that oral tradition in such a time-frame was reliable.
I concluded that there were broadly three types of shrine in
the Holy Land: the almost certainly accurate, often upheld by
modern archaeological work; traditional sites accurate to
within a few hundred yards - good enough for me - and the
certainly fanciful. It is a tribute to McCabe Pilgrimages and
Bishop Norman that we mostly avoided the preposterous. My
thoughts on the veracity of our pilgrimage were constantly
interrupted by queue jumpers, some of them quite aggressive.
Then with a final last push down some stairs, we entered the
cave which had once served as a simple stable.

No words can express the overwhelming
preponderance of this place, this meeting
point in time and space where The Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us. Right here.
Right then. Right now. we were pushed on in
seconds by the ‘keep moving’ guards, yet
those few seconds engulfed an eternity.
I have never really wanted to think about the physical birth
of Jesus, bursting into the tomb-like grotto in a flood of pain,
blood and water. He entered the world much as he later left it

on the cross. Yet here was the spot, off in a corner and marked
by the famous 14 pointed silver star, whose theft had once
exacerbated the tensions which led to the Crimean War. Not
very Christmas card. A few feet away was the site of the
comforting manger… angels, shepherds, magi... No words can
express the overwhelming preponderance of this place, this
meeting point in time and space where The Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us. Right here. Right then. Right now. We
were pushed on in seconds by the ‘keep moving’ guards, yet
those few seconds engulfed an eternity. Leaving the grotto
proved as vexing as entering, as we encountered crowds
coming in counter-flow through the only exit. It seemed that
if you slipped a large enough ‘donation’ to the Church, or were
‘devout’ Orthodox, or for whatever reason, you could jump the
queue of other mere mortals and enter and leave via the exit,
holding everyone else up, by hours, in the process. So the rich
or pious believe they are blessed and the heart of the Church
is corrupted. Blatant injustice was a theme of the day.
A late lunch giving support to the Christian hospital
conferring medical care to Bethlehem, including the
rehabilitation of bullet-damaged teenagers, was typical of our
pilgrimage, designed to actively support the Christian
communities of the Holy Land along our way. We returned to
our hotel near the Damascus Gate of the Old Walls of
Jerusalem through the concrete conglomeration that renders
Bethlehem a modern suburb of Jerusalem, the last green
spaces between the two rubbed out by Israeli settlements. Like
the wise men, we returned by another way, avoiding trouble
along the wall which protects Israel from troublesome Arabs,
yet tears apart the Holy Land as brutally as a butcher’s cleaver.
Early Christian maps show Jerusalem as the centre of the
world. So here we were at our planet’s bitter heart: sought
after; torn apart; contested; bigoted; bitter; conflicted;
despairing; brutal; corrupt and unjust; riven by religion,
poverty, power and wealth. This is the Holy Land today. This
was the Holy Land in Jesus’s day. Little has changed in two
thousand years.
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To be able to visit and to pray with our Jewish cousins at
the West ‘Wailing’ Wall of the old Temple on the Sabbath the
following day was a privilege to remember. A sea of chanting
and singing endlessly rolled through the hatted remnants of
the tribes of Israel, rocking in prayerful crescendo. Here is the
closest point the Jews of today can reach to the ‘Holy of Holies’,
the inner Sanctuary of the Tabernacle buried deep in the
centre of the 2nd temple (of Jesus’s time); every Jew since the
destruction of the Temple by the Romans in AD70, stepping
on a glass on his wedding day, with the vow that his happiness
will never be complete until the Temple is restored. On top of
the Temple Mount late seventh century invading Muslims
built mosques, the 3rd most holy in Islam, with restricted access
to non-believers. It is all that is stopping Jews from getting to
the ruined heart of the Temple and restoring it. Here is the
epicentre of conflict in the Middle East, with the ever
diminishing Christian community caught in the vortex.
Having worked our way through the Jewish Quarter and
into the Christian and Arab Quarters, via a profound Mass of
Healing by the remains of the Pool of Bethesda, we lunched at
the Ecce Homo Convent, built above the Lithostrotos, the
Roman pavement where Jesus was sentenced by Pilate. I could
not bring myself to eat in such a place, so fasted and explored
the rooftop terraces overlooking the Old City. Behind the
scenes, the barbed wire, surveillance cameras and signs
pointing to a ‘Safe Place’ spoke volumes of the everyday risk
our Sisters take living here. After a service on the ancient
Roman paving, we followed the Via Dolorosa, the Stations
being an approximation of the way followed by Jesus, the
actual route long buried under the re-built layers of successive
invaders since the destruction of AD70. So we arrived at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
Anyone for the queue to Golgotha? We went instead to the
tombs… not yet the tomb… but the ones next door. Any
wealthy Jewish family of the time had several tombs in their
mausoleum, in case of multiple deaths. Each body was laid in
a tomb for a year whilst the flesh mouldered, aided by burial
herbs, and the bones were then removed to an Ossuary to
await the Last Day. The tomb was then re-used. The huge
crowds and the rudeness of other tour groups led us to flee
back to our hotel. Somehow we didn’t lose anyone in the crush.
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We came again in the quiet before dawn the next day. We
ascended the stairs which now lead up the hill to Calvary, the
conglomerate rock of the remnant hill still visible, all that was
left by the quarrymen building the first Temple of King
Solomon. The stone which the builders rejected forming a
skull-shaped mount outside the walls of the Old City, which
the Romans used for execution. Enclosed within this church
and the expanded city walls by the Emperor Constantine,
following the pilgrimage of his mother, Helena, the place now
glitters with the gold and silver of numberless shimmering
icons, wall paintings and mosaics.
It is this physical reality of the Holy Land that is perhaps
most shocking to the first-time pilgrim. In our heads we know
that the places of the Bible stories are real but to encounter
them as real, physical places, crafting the narrative of events
and the consequent liturgies of the Church, is both
illuminating and profoundly moving. Many of us were
regularly in tears, as the pennies dropped. Here Jesus walked.
Our final few days were spent by the Sea of Galilee. It was
as tranquil and refreshing as Jerusalem had been chaotic and
draining. Amongst many others, truly remarkable visits were
made to the Syrian border in the Golan Heights where we
prayed for peace whilst looking over the United Nations lines
to distant Damascus; and to Caesarea Philippi where Christ
cast down the pagan religions of Greece and Rome and where
we renewed our baptismal vows at the source of the River
Jordan.
One evening, we arrived back at our hotel early, so I stepped
out onto the beach and bathed in the warm waters of the Sea
of Galilee, which forms the widest point of the river Jordan.
Quietly singing ‘All for Jesus’ I fully immersed myself. As I
emerged I cheekily muttered ‘Come on, Lord, where is the
dove?’ There was none, of course, but three species of
kingfisher appeared within the next minute. It seemed to be a
blessing of some description. The birds along the way were
generally wonderful, from fields full of cranes to the iridescent
flashes of the Palestine Sunbirds.
In ten days, we journeyed to the centre of the world; we
journeyed to the bedrock of our Church; we journeyed to the
heart of our faith. Bishop Norman; thank you. ND

A Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament
We suggest you use this guided meditation before the Blessed Sacrament, praying for the life and work of the
Church.

G

od is everywhere, there is no spot in
heaven or on earth where he is not present. From the first moment of our existence to this present moment, we have been in his
presence. And yet we often forget this truth.
We forget this truth because we struggle to see
him. Once, God became Man and all creation
could see God with their eyes: the baby lying in
the manger, the teenager in the Temple, the man
in the Garden of Gethsemane. When men saw
Jesus, they saw God in the form of man.
But that Jesus, who rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, is present with us now. God
is before us in a visible form, the form of bread.
Beneath this common element of bread are hidden all the splendours of the glorified manhood of Jesus as well
as the glories of his divinity. Jesus, all he is today, glorified and
enthroned in heaven, is before us here on the altar. He reigns
here before us.
Jesus, our Saviour, our Lord, we adore you.
And yet despite all this, there are times, O Jesus, when we
fail you, when we commit sins, the sins of which you felt the
weight upon the cross. How many times have you filled us with
joy when we have been fed by you in Word and in Sacrament,
only to find us satisfying our desires and emotions with poisonous fruits? How many times have you enfolded us in the
arms of your love, and like Judas, we have responded with the
kiss of betrayal?
O Jesus, you know our sins too well, wash us again in your
precious blood, may your countenance shine on us that we
may go forward as your forgiven children in the world.
As we realize all the love and forgiveness which flows from
his most Sacred Heart, let us turn our energy and desire to
pray for others. Let us lift up before his majesty:

Our broken and divided world, its leaders and all those in
authority.
The Church, Catholic and Apostolic, its bishops, priests and
deacons, those called to the religious life and all God’s faithful
people.
Let us lift up the parishes of The Society, praying for their
renewal in faith and in number.
Let us lift up our enemies, those whom we naturally dislike,
that we may learn to love them.
Let us lift up the sick and the suffering, the poor and the
persecuted.
Let us lift up before the throne of grace, the souls of the
faithful departed, all who have guided us on the pilgrimage of
faith.
And as we have brought before his throne the needs of the
world, let us remind ourselves that Jesus has invited us, you
and me, to be with him at this moment. Let us ask him to feed
our spiritual needs:
For light and grace to live faithfully
To develop in his love and service
To grow more and more like him
To meet the temptations and difficulties of life and to persevere in the Christian life until the end
Let us bring our requests before him now…
Dear Saviour, we have but a few moments left in your sacred
presence in the Blessed Sacrament. We humble ourselves, we
bow low in adoration. O Jesus, we adore you. You who are the
source of all holiness, enter our hearts. So that going, we leave
you not behind, so that going back into the world, you may go
with us this day.
Jesus, our Saviour, our Lord, we adore you. ND
This devotion was originally given by Father Harri Williams, the
Parish Priest of Walsingham, at the Forward in Faith National Assembly.
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The History of Candlemas
John Gayford considers the beautiful symbolism of this feast

C

andlemas is the popular name for the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord in the Temple, which had
several names, until 1969 called The Purification of
Mary. It celebrates forty days after the Western Church acclaims the Nativity of the Lord and brings to an end the
Christmas season. In the Eastern Orthodox Church it is sometimes called Hypapante (Greek for meeting) referring to the
meeting with Simeon and Anna in the Temple. It has even
been called St Simeon’s Day. The Western Church celebrates
this feast on 2 February; but in the East on 14 February as they
remember the Nativity on 6 January.
The biblical background to this feast is Luke 2.22–38.
Mary and Joseph as a devout Jewish couple came to the Temple to fulfil the letter of the Jewish Law, both the Purification
of Mary after childbirth (Lev. 12.6–8) and the presentation of
a first-born son in the Temple (Exod. 13.2) designating Jesus
as holy, whose redemption price is set at five shekels in silver
(Num. 18.15–16). The Temple is presented as the centre of
Jewish cultic worship where the ritual commandment must
be fulfilled. Simeon and Anna appear as upright Jews guided
by the Holy Spirit. The words of Simeon are central to the
liturgical text for this feast and give us the Nunc Dimittis, Luke’s
third canticle.
All that we know about Simeon in scripture comes from
Luke 2.25. Later traditions desired more. The Protevangelium
of James appeared in the second century. We remember this
was not accepted as sacred or biblical text and did not receive
the same scrutiny and protection, but made available interesting material. At the end of this book we read King Herod was
in a rage at being deceived by the Magi. We know that he gave
orders to kill children under the age of two. According to the
Protevangelium of James (23.3) Elizabeth had taken her son
John to the hill-country and Herod’s men could not find him.
So they were sent to John’s father (Zacharias) a Levitical Priest
(and it seems by now a high priest). He would not give them
the information they wanted, and was killed. We read in 23.4
that after three days the priests decided on his replacement
and the lot fell on Simeon, implying he was a Levitical priest
before election as high priest.
Anna the Prophetess is described in Luke (2.36–38) as the
only person called a prophetess in the New Testament; forming a bridge between Old and New Testament. We know little
but with St Luke’s help we can make some deductions. Her advanced age give her authority which comes with age and wisdom. In terms of symbolism she was married seven years
which in Biblical terms is the perfect length. The various
translations of the above passage leaves scope for speculation
on her age. We can speculate that she was from a group of Jewish widows with specific functions in the Temple, but she, unlike Simeon, goes forth and proclaims the good news about the
Messiah. Was she an anawim (poor and humble) whom St
Luke championed? Anna would certainly qualify to be in32 ■ newdirections ■ February 2020

cluded and could be called a temple anawim. Luke could well
be accused of ‘biblical hyperbole’ by saying she worshipped in
the temple night and day with prayer and fasting. Nevertheless
she has become a model of faith for widows who spend much
time praying and attending the liturgy.
There are claims that Candlemas is the Christianization
of the pagan Lupercalia, an ancient Roman Festival observed
between 13 and 15 of February to avert evil spirits, purifying
the city and promoting health and fertility. This was celebrated
with pre-dawn torch-light processions. Perhaps the pagan festival could not be banished so it was decided to carry candles
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary instead, as a sign of
Christ bringing a pure light into the world through the incarnation. The holding of the lighted candle evolved to receiving
protection from dark forces.

Perhaps the pagan festival could not be
banished so it was decided to carry candles
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary
instead, as a sign of Christ bringing a pure
light into the world through the incarnation.
The first description we have of Candlemas comes from
the Pilgrimage to sacred places of Egeria (peregrinatio ad loca
sancta). Egeria, a nun from Galicia in north-western Spain,
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land sometime between 381
and 384 and sent a series of letters home relating to her experiences. Originally this feast was called Quadragesima de
Epiphania (Epiphany, the fortieth day after Christmas). Her
experience in Jerusalem gives us the first description of Candlemas with processions at dawn and the preaching of homilies on the Gospel theme. Through history there have been
many homilies going back to the fourth century but most are
lost. It seems as if the Procession of Candles was added about
460. In the sixth century the feast made its way into Syria and
then Constantinople, and eventually it seems Rome accepted
the feast in the second half of the seventh century.
At the end of the seventh century Pope Sergius I introduced the custom of having processions before Mass which
started in the Forum and ended at St Mary Major. These were
held on 2 February, 25 March, 15 August and 8 September (all
Marian feasts) but on 2 February the Procession was to start
before dawn with everybody carrying lighted candles. Yet the
ceremony was penitential with the clergy wearing black vestments. In Constantinople the Emperor walked bare foot. It
was even suggested that the Pope proceeded bare foot in the
procession. The question is why was it penitential? Two reasons have been suggested. Was it because the procession was
being used as a supplication to prevent disaster or was it as
penance for former pagan ritual?

The liturgy of Candlemas was in Latin and so unfamiliar
sections like the blessing of the candles (officially introduced
about the tenth century) needed some explanation. The
preacher had a chance to expand on the text in an imaginative
way. This could start with his translation. Some of the explanations made in the Golden Legend could be expanded with
more analogies added. St Anselm (1034–1109) preached on
this when Archbishop of Canterbury, and was starting to give
the wax, wick and flame of the candle symbolic meaning.
Apotropaic (able to avert evil) powers were attributed to the
blessed candles and encouraged in some of the later sermons.
Documentation of the blessing of candles can be seen in
the tenth century in the Germanic world but not until the
twelfth century in Rome. Evidence of Candlemas as celebrated
in Anglo-Saxon England comes from Bede’s De temporum ratione which was written in 725. Later, processions were made
between two different churches; but returned in the late Middle Ages to the procession becoming confined to the inside of
the church.
We can only imagine the spectacle of Candlemas as celebrated at the great Benedictine Abbey of Cluny around the
year 1000. Candles were blessed at the Altar of the Virgin after
Terce at 9.00 am and a procession was formed to go up to the
choir stalls (two floors up). The monks carried candles to imitate Mary carrying Christ as the new light into the world, in
anticipation of their future entrance into the Heavenly
Jerusalem. They processed with candles and clouds of incense
and their chant echoed as they crossed the vast atrium on their
way to their choir stalls, then to sing the Solemn Mass of the
day.
Apotropaic powers were attributed to the Candles after
they were blessed, as one of the prayers of blessing says ‘wher-

we can only imagine the spectacle of Candlemas as celebrated at the great Benedictine Abbey of Cluny around the year 1000.
ever it shall be lit or set up the devil may flee away in fear and
trembling with all his ministers, and never again disquiet your
servants’. You can imagine the power this gave to blessed candles in the minds of the people of that time. Candles were
taken away and used in various ways: burning them in thunderstorms and in times of sickness, given to babies at their baptism and placed in the hands of the dying. In this way the
candles were seen as sacramental objects that could protect
against evil forces, thus giving lay people the power of an Exorcist.
Candlemas was enacted by the Candlemas Guilds in the
Corpus Christi plays between 1450 and 1500. In this Simeon
receives the child Jesus with a simple speech. While he holds
the child in his arms, a choir sings the Nunc Dimittis, almost
certainly to the Candlemas processional music. Joseph distributes candles to Mary, Simeon, and Anna, and takes one himself. They form a ‘worshipful procession’ thus they go together
to the altar, where Mary lays the child, and Joseph offers the
temple priest ﬁve pence. At the end of the procession Simeon

An illuminations from the Sherbrooke Serum Missal for the
Feast of Candlemas produced in parchment in 1301-1302. It
shows the presentation of Christ in the Temple but it also has
musical notation. In its life it has had many owners including
the famous William Morris but now it is owned by the National Library of Wales.

preaches a little sermon, comparing the candle, wax, wick, and
ﬂame, to Christ’s body, soul, and divinity. Anna then urges the
maidens to follow her in a dance.
There are attempts even in modern liturgies to make Candlemas a Christian festival of light. While most take down
Christmas decorations and put the crib away on twelfth night,
others like to give a little longer until Candlemas Day, which
is the absolute end of the Christmas season.
The snowdrop (Galanthus meaning ‘milk flower’) is also
known as the Candlemas bell presumably because it appears
at the beginning of February. It is seen as the symbol of hope.
It was also considered unlucky to pick snowdrops and bring
them into the house before Candlemas day.
The early church had difficulty deciding if it needed to follow
Jewish practises based on Lev. 12.6. Rituals in both Eastern
and Western church followed from the tenth century but with
very different formats. In the West the ritual consisted of the
mother being met at the church door by the priest and a server
who would give her a lighted candle and the priest would say
‘come into the temple of God. Adore the Son of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and give thanks for giving you fruitfulness in
child bearing’. After sprinkling her with Holy Water, a psalm
and a prayer were said as she is led to the altar rail. The suggestion was that Mass was then said in which she received the
sacrament and so was back in the fold of the Church. There
was a tradition that she had to bring a gift with her, often the
baptismal robes of the child.
In modern liturgy both Anglican and Roman rites have
replaced this ritual with a prayer of thanksgiving for safe and
successful child birth to be included in the baptismal liturgy,
where also the candle is given to the parents for the child.
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A modern stained-glass window of a Candlemas procession from the Church of the Holy Family and St. Michael, Kesgrave in
Suffolk depicts members of the Rope family in an imaginative Candlemas procession. This was the work of Margaret Agnes
Rope (1882-1953) a stained glass artist of the Arts and Craft movement who designed this window in 1920. She became a
Carmelite nun in 1923 and was able to continue her work as a stained glass artist. The window was adapted in 1954 and we
note the nun in the procession.

Again the liturgical change is from a rite of purification to a
rite of presentation. In the Eastern Church there are various
forms of this liturgy for thanksgiving after the birth of a child
but it is said that the child is ‘churched’. Ideally this is when
they are 40 days old. The ritual may include the priest receiving the child and carrying him or her around the altar.
Dissension and prohibition of ceremonies related to Candlemas had started by 1548. By 1631 the lighting of candles
on 2 February had been outlawed by Royal Proclamation with
imprisonment for those who offended, it being seen as a
popish superstition. Sermons were preached on condemnation
of Candlemas ceremonies. Nevertheless there was no way the
private lighting of candles could be prohibited in the gloom of

Dissension and prohibition of ceremonies
related to Candlemas had started by 1548.
February. Yet Candlemas banquets and university Candlemas
balls were allowed. Children took candles to school so that
they could see clearly to read on that day. People travelled and
saw Candlemas being celebrated in Catholic countries and
wrote glowing accounts of what they saw. Candlemas rhymes
continued to circulate and so did predictions of weather and
harvest according to the conditions of the day. Notably there
was no prohibition of collecting rents and dues.
In 1969 the feast changed from a feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary to a feast of Our Lord, still divided as: 1. The blessing
of candles, and procession. 2. The Mass specific to the feast.
It would seem that the text of the prayers of blessing was variable but eventually emerged as five collects which were sung
for the blessing of the candles until 1969.
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Although hymns are usual for the Procession there are still
traditional Latin Gregorian options. The most common is the
singing of the Nunc Dimittis with the refrain Lumen ad revelationem gentium: et glorium plebis tuae Israel (A Light for revelation to the gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel) sung
between verses. There is more elaborate Gregorian chant that
few will have heard sung live liturgically, but with persistence
Google will come to your aid. The Promise of his Glory in
1991 has opened other options of liturgical celebration.
Pictorial representations of the presentation of Jesus in
the Temple, some by famous artists, are preserved in art galleries throughout the world. Mosaics, illuminations, paintings,
icons, sculptures and stained glass windows can also be found.
A popular devotional work developed, Meditatione Vitae
Christi, and embroidered the story of the Presentation of
Christ in the temple.
Despite controversy and dissent surrounding this feast, we
should allow devotional imagination to prompt our meeting
with Christ in the temple on this day. ND
Father John Gayford is a retired priest.
Suggested further Reading
- CLAYTON, M. The Cult of the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Saxon
England. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge 1990
- McGOWAN, A. and BRADSHAW, P.F. The Pilgrimage of
Egeria. Liturgical Press Academic Collegeville Minnesota.
2018.
- MacGREGOR, A. Candlemas: A Festival of Roman Origin. In
The origin of the Cult of the Virgin Mary. Edited by Maunder. C. Burns & Oates and Continuum London. 2008.

faith of
our
fathers

Arthur Middleton on the meaning of the incarnation

T

he antiphon to the Benedictus
for the Circumcision in The
English Office is a succinct exposition of the incarnation. It reads:
A great and wondrous mystery is made
known to us this day; a new thing is
wrought in nature; God is made man;
that which he was he remaineth, and
that which he was not he assumeth, suffering neither confusion nor yet division.

In the words of the Athansian Creed
the antiphon is saying that Our Lord
Jesus Christ is at once fully God and
fully man, the completeness of his manhood including a rational mind. He has
a twofold generation, before time from
the Father and in time from the Blessed
Virgin. Yet though he is simultaneously
complete God and complete man, there
Emotional experience can play a huge
and powerful role in Christian discipleship. For some individuals their prayer
life, witness and service as a Christian
are powered by emotion. People can remark ‘I felt this was something I had to
do’, ‘I felt God was very close to me at
this time’, ‘it just didn’t feel right ‘, ‘I felt
moved to pray for him’. There are some
readers who will be silently nodding
their head and thinking ‘I know exactly
what they mean’; and there will be some
readers who will be thinking ‘I have no
idea what they are talking about.’
If spiritual wellbeing is dictated by
emotions then there are a considerable
number of people who have no wellbeing at all. The ‘emotional’ Christian cannot begin to understand how another
person can practise the Faith, pray and
worship without any emotional movement at all. Yet some people of great
maturity in their spiritual life would describe their experience as having very little strong emotion. They certainly
wouldn’t understand someone whose
only guide in life was ‘how they felt.’
I have met and come to know very
well several ‘unemotional Christians’;
these have been both male and female
and of mixed ages. Some have been lay

is no division in his being, and he remains indissolubly one after the incarnation. This insistence on his unity is a
unity of person, not just the intermingling of the divine and the human, and
certainly not the transformation of the
former into the latter. At the incarnation

where reason recoils intuitive faith leaps
to its acceptance. I believe! Help thou my
unbelief. Faith accepts the fact. Reason
must go on to ponder the mystery and
face anew the whole problem of the true
relation of the human and the divine in
the light of the revelation of their union
in the person of Christ.
The acceptance of the seer’s vision and
its teaching as to the continuity of Being
between the Jesus of the gospels and the
Christ of God and the recognition of the
central constituents of his person as di-

Incredible it may seem to the intellect but where reason
recoils intuitive faith leaps to its acceptance.
the eternal Son of God took human nature to himself and made it his very own.
This is the Catholic conception of the
incarnation and is the vision of the seer
John on the isle of Patmos. It was defined
by the Council of Chalcedon and is expounded by Richard Hooker in Book
Five of his Ecclesiastical Polity before he
defines the Church and Sacraments. Incredible it may seem to the intellect but

Ghostly
Counsel
Emotions
Andy Hawes
people and some have been ordained.
For some the absence of emotion has
been a source of perplexity and questioning. This is especially the case when
they encounter Christians who are only
too happy to describe the emotional
heights they experience in their spiritual
life. Some of them struggle to find worship that is congenial and fellowship that
does not make them feel inadequate. I
have pointed out that Jesus said ‘you will
know them by their fruits,’ and not ‘you
will know them by the super smile on
their face.’
Christian life is not shaped or directed
by feelings but by simple and trusting
obedience; the handing over of the will
to God. There is an experience that is not
on the emotional register that might be
described as ‘soulful need’; a hunger and

vine will come, if we remember that
faith as for the seer of Patmos, so for us,
is open, if we with him in prayer and
worship seek the vision and are found in
the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. To such the
real presence is given as he is made
known to us in the breaking of the bread,
and we receive the witness within us
which enables us also to testify, My Lord
and my God! ND
desire. This is a hunger and desire for
purpose and meaning in life; it can also
be experienced as ‘something missing’.
It is out of this profound need that some
people respond to the Gospel and come
to know Christ. This need is not met by
emotional ‘satisfaction’ but by truth and
the vitality of Scripture that brims over
with light for our understanding.
One of the most prayerful and holy
men I have known confessed that he had
never had an experience of ‘closeness or
intimacy with God.’ He did not have
strong emotional experiences in his spiritual life but he did grow in wisdom and
conformity to the pattern of life in
Christ.
There might be two lessons to learn
from these observations.
First, for those who are blessed with
a rich emotional experience growing out
of their spiritual life: Don’t assume
everyone will know what you are talking
about.
Secondly, for those who wouldn’t
have a clue what these experiences
might be: This is nothing to be anxious
about. If you have come to recognise
Jesus as Lord and you seek to submit
your will to His then the Holy Spirit is at
work in your life.
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touching place
HOLY TRINITY, MINSTERLEY, SALOP

W

e do not associate the Western
Marches with
industry, but the Stiperstones
area around Minsterley,
southwest of Shrewsbury, had
rich lead deposits, with mining
going back to the early Roman
settlement, and mining continued for nearly two millennia, only dying out in the early
20th c. Many traces remain on
the ground. The churches are
generally homely stone constructions, so Minsterley
comes as a shock. Britain
rarely does Baroque, though
there are conspicuous successes like Great Witley
church (ND May 2007). The
building is largely of brick,
though with some possibly-reused stone. The façade’s the big thing, with
a weather-boarded bell-stage atop the brick and stone West front, and decoration including cherubs’ heads.
The church was designed by William Taylor of London for Thomas
Thynne, the First Viscount Weymouth. Though they had their base in the
south, some members of the family lived in Shropshire, first at Caus Castle,
and then at Minsterley Hall. At that time Taylor was working for Viscount
Weymouth at Longleat, but local craftsmen were employed – contracts
were made in 1688 with two Shrewsbury men, Thomas Hudson as foreman-bricklayer and Joseph Meatcham for the woodwork, including the
gallery and pews, and the church was complete the following year, though
not consecrated until 1692.
The Victorian restoration (1870) removed many original features, including the pews, though the font, gallery and pulpit, with a fine sounding
board, remain. Another change of seating looks imminent.
Map Reference: SJ374051

Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good
and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of
Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.

parish directory
LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place. Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon to Fri 10am - Bible
Study after Mass on Wed. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020
7820 8050 frpaulensor@btconnect.com
LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon 9.30am, Wed 12.15pm, Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Assistant Parish Priest: Fr.Peter Hudson - 07908 640369
LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish Church
- St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung 11am; Mon
12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass
apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish
Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. 6pm (& 5pm Wed) Wed 9.15am School
Mass (termtime), Choral Evensong (termtime). 7.30pm Mass.
Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed 7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 10am,
Sat 9:30am. www.st-gabriels.com
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, traditional
ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday: Masses
9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed 7pm,
Thur 8am, Fri 12.30pm, Sat 10am. Holy Hour: first and third Fridays 9.30am. Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Fr.Philip
Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418
www.saint-stephen.org.uk
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial,
fervent preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am.
Weekday Mass: Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am.
SOLW Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities.
Parish Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340
LONDON Sw19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday Solemn
Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr Christopher
Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce 020 8542 5514 or see
www.allsaintswimbledon.org.uk/
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Office on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper. Sung Mass on the first, second, and third Sundays of the month. Parish Priest: Fr Glen Brooks
SSC 01502 732420. wwwloundworship.co.uk
MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175 email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper
01642 824779
NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am. Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com
OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) A Society Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am.

continued

Contact - 01 865 241099 or www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and
discover Oxford’s hidden Comper Church!
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART, ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, wITH ST SIMON, AND ST MARY THE VIRGIN. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
St John, Sunday 11am (sung), Thursday 10am (said); St Mary,
Sunday 9.30am (said), Wednesday 11am (said); St Simon, Tuesday 10am (said). Feast days as appropriate. Pastoral care Fr.S.Philpott. email: frphilpott@gmail.com
email: churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 7pm. St Saviour PO2
8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday 10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 6.30pm. Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
PRESTON St George's, Southampton Street (PR1 2NP) 'Preston's Hidden Gem'. Aﬃliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish
Mass. For Daily Masses see website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven
SSC (01772 755125 or dacraven@hotmail.com)
www.sgp.org.u or www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr
preston
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The
Society. Sunday: Mattins - 10am; Parish Mass with Sunday School
- 10.30am; Evensong - 5.30pm; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Oﬃces and
Daily Mass. Friday Bible Study at 11.30am. Regular study groups,
see our website.. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris 0118 957 2831
www.sgilesreading.org.uk
ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am Parish Mass 10:15am. Contact: Parish Office 01 424 447784 www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
ring road. Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
tunnel. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am. For
further information about the Daily Oﬃce, weekday mass and
confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
01722503123. Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896

SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.
allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com
SOUTHAMPTON, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue
A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you. Sunday Solemn Mass
10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Churchwarden
023 8067 1883

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass, Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon 10am,
Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions
after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Oﬃce
- 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed 10.30am, Tues and Thur
7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm.
Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by appointment. Parish Priest: Fr
Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318 www.stmarymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
of Beverley. Sunday: Sung Mass 10.00 am, Evensong 6.00 pm.
(Benediction last Sunday of the month 6.00 pm). Weekday
Masses: Mon, Wed, Sat 9.30am, Tues 1.00pm, Thurs 7.30, Fri
8.30am. Rosary Mon 5.30 pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by appointment. Contact: Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485,
farvad@sky.com
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. For further information please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 6.00pm Saturday S. Mark's (First Mass of Sunday),9.00am
S. Saviour's; 11am S. Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy. Musical tradition. Sunday Services 8,10 & 6.30. Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar, Fr
Adam Burnham SSC, Curate. See website for full details of services and events holytrinitytaunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am or
London SE11 - St Agnes Kennington
11.00am; Wednesday Mass 9.30am. During the vacancy, please
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish aﬃli- check times on 'A Church Near You' or contact Churchwardens:
ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the Episopal Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis Darby 07958 371611
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 9.15am with refreshTIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
ments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction as announced.
Weekday masses: Monday 2pm Thursday 10.15am. Major Festi- the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road. Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
vals times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
Evening Mass 4pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
frdavidstmart@gmail.com
257888 frmennis@gmail.com,
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
SEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM S John, Seaham Harbour
wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
SR7 7SA (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Seaham)
Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School (9.30am Solemn Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am Parish
Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish
Mass All Saints & 1st Sun 11.00am Sung Mass S Mary’s) 5.00pm
Solemn Evensong & Benediction (2nd Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6.00pm S Johns Thurs, 9.30am All Saints, Sat wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
10.30am S Mary’s. Exposition of Blessed Sacrament Wed 8.45am and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
– 9.15am S John’s: Confessions by arrangements with Priests.
of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00 am Weekdays:
Parish of The Society in the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Bever- please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk Contact: Fr Harri
ley. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496 Fr Mark Mawhin- Williams SSC, 01328 821316
ney 0191 5816774 Fr Chris Collins 0191 5817186.
Continued on next page
www.stjohns-seaham.org.uk
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wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass
9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and Fri
7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a church
beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell SSC: 0121 556
5823 Visit us at www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com
wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and
Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ. Sunday 8:00 am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6:00 pm
Third Sunday. Tuesday 10.00am Low Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire
West, visitors welcome. Parish of The Society under the Pastoral
Care of The Bishop of Beverley www.standrewswestKirby.co.uk
In Interregnum
wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Wed,
Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934
204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934 415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays (usually):
Sung Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school); Low
Mass11.15am, Evensong and Benediction 5pm. For times of
daily and Holyday masses see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or
ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or ring parish
oﬃce 01305 771217 or stpweymouth@gmail.com
wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am. Weekday Masses: Thur 12 noon. Contact: Churchwarden: John Purver 01 962 732351 email: oﬃce@holytrinitywinches ter.co.uk
- website: www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk
wOLVERHAMPTON St Paul’s, Church Lane, CovenWV9 5DE.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.15am, Wed Low Mass 10.30am.
Other services as announced on the Website. Further details and
information contact Fr Simon Iredale on 01902 791923 or 07847
280162 stpaulscovenparishoﬃce@gmail.com
YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches which
make up The Society parish of the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. HOLY wELL at
THORNTON Saturdays at Noon, summer. Curate Fr Alex
Ladds ssc NOTE:- Parish is presently in interregnum. Services
may vary. See website bmtparish.co.uk or contact Robert Hall
01282 843259

Diocesan
Directory

830044, Maidstone St Michael 01622 721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 863425, Rough Common St.Gabriel 01227 479377, Temple Ewell St. Peter & St. Paul 01304 822850
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, Fr.Stephen Sheridan 01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Xavier Leal SSC 01270
215151; Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson
01565 632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr
Robert Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Kenrick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, Fr
Peter Walsh 0151 632 4728
FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr
Andrew Coleman 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the
Virgin(Fr.Tom Wintle 024 7638 2936).
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, Fr.Kevin Ball, 01 246
462192; Derby: St Anne, Churchwarden Alison Haslam 01 332
362392; St Luke, Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332 342806; St
Bartholomew, Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332 342806; Hasland St
Paul and Temple Normanton St James vacant 01246 232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity, Fr.Tom Barnfather SSC (Associate Priest) 07570
597 873; Long Eaton St Laurence, Fr Giles Orton SSC (Assistant Curate) 07768 827101; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St
Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246
498603
DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes: Abbotsham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392 677150; Great Torrington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Fr.P.Bevan 01805 622166; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacancy 01566 784008;
Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Fr.N.Debney 01 626 681259;
Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St Boniface Fr R
Carlton 01803 351866; Plymouth St Peter and the Holy Apostles
Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007; Plymouth Mission Community of Our
Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh,
St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred
Heart Mission Community Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Mount Gould,
Fr.Philpott, e-mail frphilpott@gmail.com; Plymouth Discovery
Mission Community, St Bartholomew, Devonport & St Mark,
Ford Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Plymouth St Gabriel, Peverell
Park Churchwarden 077528 51525; Torquay St Marychurch Fr R
Ward 01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G Chapman 01803
327223; Torre All Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754
DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St
Augustine, Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further details of all activities, events etc in both parishes, visit the church
web sites www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk and
www.parishofhawley.org.uk

FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville
Fr.Michael Fish 01283 229072; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S
Lumby 0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572
820181; St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsell, Fr.Andrew Lee 07870 885705 Huncote, Fr.Andrew Lee 07870
885705; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470; Scraptoft Fr M
Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly 0116 240
2215

FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM Society Parishes Kingstanding St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha
0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark & Saltley St Saviour*
0121 328 9855

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) contact Mrs.L.Forman
01205 354687; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754
880029; Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216;
Fosdyke All Saints (Kirton) vacant: contact Mr.J.Tofts 01 205
260672 Non-petitioning parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736 711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble
- 01 522 524319

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY Society parishes Deal St
Andrew 01 304 381131, Folkestone St Peter 01303 254472, Harbledown St Michael 01227 479377, Lydden St Mary 01 304

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
AND THE DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Priest in
Charge, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821. also Cross Green St
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Hilda, Fr.Darren Percival SSC 07960 555609. Harehills St Wilfrid,
Fr Terry Buckingham SSC: 01943 876066, Sunday Mass 10am
FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERAudenshaw St.Hilda , Society, Fr.John Kershaw - 0161 336 2310; Blackley Holy Trinity, Society, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe
Ascension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton St Mark, Society Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535;
Failsworth Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681
3644; Glodwick St Mark, Society, Churchwarden - Michael Higgins - 0161 626 4007; Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Parish
Oﬃce - 0161 682 5106; Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution,
Fr Robert Dixon 01942 673519; Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr
Philip Stamp – 0161 205 2879; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman, 01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St
Gabriel, Resolution Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side
Christ Church, Society, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476;
Oldham St James with St Ambrose, Society, Churchwarden Janet Taylor - 0161 345 3330; Peel Green St Michael, Society,
Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr
Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Royton St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham
Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; Salford St Paul, Society, Canon
David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Swinton and Pendlebury Society, Fr
Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, Fr.David
Lawrence-March 01 983 407928; Portsmouth: St Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton 02392 378194; The Ascension, North End,
Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea Holy Spirit,
Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
Higham St John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung
Mass; all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 020 8311 6307
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS FiF Recommended Churches
Bedford St Martin, Fr Pimenta 01234 357862; Bushey Heath St
Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424; Hemel Hempstead St Francis,
Hammerfield , Fr Macey 01442 243258; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh
Farm, Fr.Brown 01582 512228; Holy Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582
579410; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45amMendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.
FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Edlington St John the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358;
Goldthorpe SS John and Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hexthorpe St Jude, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton
St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker
01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John
the Baptist, Fr. Morrison 01 709 582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr
Pay 07530921952; New Bentley Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson
01302 875266; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft: St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss Leonard & Jude (with St
Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheﬃeld: St Bernard, Southey
Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114 2493916; St
Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles 0114 2399598; St
Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
times, etc)
DIOCESE of TRURO - Bishop of Ebbsfleet's Representative
Fr.C.Epps FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, vacant,
contact Miss B.A.Meade, 01 326 212865; PENRYN: St. Gluvius, Contact Fr.M.Oades, 01 326 341304; TRURO: St. George, Contact Fr. C.
Epps – 01 872 278595

Hail Mary,
Queen of Heaven
Based on the Salve Regina
For any Feast or Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Bishops of
e Society
The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE

Holy Mary, Queen of Heaven,
Hail our sweetness, hope and life.
Full of Grace and ever praying,
Mother of mercy, quench our strife.
We, with ardent tears outpouring,
Call you Blessed and hymn aright.
Turn we then to you, our Mother,
All our prayers, do not despise.
We Eve’s children, poor and banished,
To thy hands we lift our sighs.
From the vale of tears here dwelling
Unto thee, commit our cries.

01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC

Advocate of we poor exiles,
Turn thine eyes of mercy keen;
Show to us the Blesséd fruit
Of thy dear womb, O Christ our King.
Clement, Loving, Sweetest virgin
Let us more thy praises sing.
Amen.

Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 / 07834 206317
bishop.tony@leeds.anglican.org

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)

Suggested tunes:
- Guide me O Thou great redeemer (Cwm Rhondda)
- Of the Glorious Body telling (Pange Lingua)

The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)

Fr John Underhill SSC

STEPHEN BELLION
Formerly

HOWELL & BELLION

CHURCH ART RESTORATION
CONSERVATION : DECORATION : GILDING
2 Longford Place Pennington
Lymington Hampshire SO418FS

Website : stephenbellionchurchart.com.uk
Email : stephenbellion@yahoo.com
Telephone : 01590 671733 Mobile: 07706347577

The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(formerly Bishop of Popondota)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
UK: £30
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)
* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£22.50 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£45 for 2 months
£45 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 386624
email silver43mike@gmail.com
40 ■ newdirections ■ February 2020

classifieds
CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. Under
the Episcopal Care of Bishop of Richborough. Individuals and small groups welcome. Private Chapel and spacious rooms
for day visits, disabled facilities, self-catering
flat. Contact Fr. Edward Martin SSC, ERH
Church Lane Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS. 01
778 591358. edenhamoﬃce@ gmail.com
Web: www.edenhamregionalhouse.org

