parish directory

and information during Interregnum contact John Vernon,
Churchwarden. www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA A Parish of the Society under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditionalists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am, Rosary/Benediction
BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill), urday 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295 6411. usually last Sunday, 5pm. Mass Tuesday, Friday & Saturday,
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at Parish website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
9.30am. Canon David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184, rectorofelSt.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
land@btinternet.com
BURGH-LE-MARSH
Ss
Peter
&
Paul,
(near
Skegness)
PE24
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Conwww.ellandoccasionals.blogspot.co.uk
5DY
A
resolution
parish
in
the
care
of
the
Bishop
of
Richborough
.
tact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwickSunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ A Society
parishes.org.uk
time) On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass. Evensong 6pm.
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon.
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am. Further details: Fa- very welcome. Rector: Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe
http://stpetersfolk.church e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk
ther Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785
Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh. PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or
GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
07981878648 email: father.terry@btclick.com
BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass CARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
11am. Contact Fr.John Luﬀ 0121 449 2790
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am; Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
www.saintagathas.org.uk
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk
07736 711360
BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.WilCHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episco- HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclufrid and S.Hilda. Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Bene- pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, sive resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the
Bishop of Wakefield. Sunday: 10.30 Solemn Mass; 16.30 (Windiction 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat
Solemn Evensong and Benediction (3rd Sunday only) 6pm.
ter)/18.30 (BST) Evening Prayer Last Sunday: 18.30 Evensong
9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon
Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed 6.30pm (with Healing and
with Benediction (Occasionally Choral) Monday: 12.00 Mass FriRobert McTeer SSC 01388 604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ
day: 10.30 Mass Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Barnard 01422 360740
Williams 01460 419527 www.churchofthegoodshepherdBLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk
chard.weebly.com
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Society
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional LanCHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
guage) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel: Mass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm. Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Oﬃces and Confessions as dis01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk
Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Sat
played. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme Buttery SSC 01429 273201
8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton, Chesterfield, DerBOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s byshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur: Mass 7.15pm.
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under Churchwardens 01246855245. 0124685552
Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday. Low
Mass 8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, oﬃces, CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN A Society Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and cerebenediction and confessions as displayed on notice boards. Dur- Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce & Mass as
monial sung to Merbecke. Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442
ing vacancy contact 01 205 354687
displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207 561248
247503 e-mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html
p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). A Society
BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
COLCHESTER St.Barnabas Church, Abbott's Road, Old
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am Heath, (Society/ FiF). Sunday Mass 10am (Sung). Monday 6pm, Parish. The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to WalsingLow Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
Tuesday 10am, Thursday 7pm, Holy Days 7.30pm. Check website ham. Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the
Shrine of OLW. Contact Fr.Paul Norwood SSC, 07886 276467
4pm Choral Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evenfor other daily services
song with Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 www.stbarnabasoldheath.wordpress.com
KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
911569; Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email:
Vicar Father Richard Tillbrook, SSC. 01206 797481
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
afpear2@gmail.com
fathercap@hotmail.com
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
Benediction
5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne, CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. Aﬃliated
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
BH6 4AS.Resolutions passed under the House of Bishops Declara- with SSWSH. Sunday: Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass
Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham. For
tion.. Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Said Mass every
9.30am, Solemn Mass 11.00am, Evensong & Benediction
Wednesday at 10am. Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Cable Obl.OSB,
3.30pm (1st & 3rd Sunday). Daily Mass Mon – Fri 12.30pm, also further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce 020
(FiF/Society Priest). fr.kevin@btopenworld.com or Tel: 01202
Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. Vicar Fr Tim Pike CMP 02086869343, 8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk
LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (A Soci460005
Curate Fr Philip Kennedy 02036094184. Website, with full deety Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley)
tails: stmichaelscroydon.com
BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A
Sunday: Parish Mass 10am; Daily Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J
parish of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley.
DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire Society of
L Pearson Church, with modern catholic worship, good music
Durham City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the episcopal care of the
and friendly atmosphere. Contact: Fr.Derek Lloyd CMP. 0151 733
Mass and Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: 8am BCP Low Mass; 10am Sung
1742 www.stagnes.org.uk
6.30pm; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
Mass. Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints'
LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A registered parish
Days - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent Perricone 01380 501481
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
of the Society of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda. Nearest station is Wapping
centre). Society Parish. Sunday services: Solemn Mass 10.45am, DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am
Evensong 6.30pm. Weekday Mass Wednesday 7.30pm. English
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A Solemn Mass Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Contact: Fr Jonathan
Missal/BCP. For all other services and information during the In- Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. Beswick SSC 0207 481 2985, Fr Robert Ladds SSC 0207 488
terregnum please see our website
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
3864 www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
www.saintchadtollerlane.org.uk
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (folLONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames Street
lowed by coﬀee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(nearestTube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the EpisMass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(11am) Fr.Anthony Murley 01273 681341. St Barthlomew’s
copal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refresh(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
(11am) Parish Oﬃce 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. Visitors very
fatherahoward@gmail.com
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Fr.Robert
welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr Philip Warner
Norbury 01 273 727362. St Paul’s (11am) Fr.Robert Norbury 01 DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
with Hexthorpe S Jude, Sung Mass Sundays 9.00am
273 727362. (Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)
Edlington and 11.00am Hexthorpe, 7pm on Weekday Solem- LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A modern
BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5 nities, Confessions Edlington 6.45pm Wed and Hexthorpe
catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Every Sunday: Said
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
7.30pm Fri or by appointment. Normal Weekday Masses: Tues Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with Junior Church. Week(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes- Edlington 9.30am, Wed Hexthorpe 9.30am, Thurs Edlington
days: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass. Saturday Mass
day 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows), Friday 10:30 a.m. (Holy Nativity).
10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and other enquires
7pm, Fri Hexthorpe 7pm. Divine Oﬃce recited each day
Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda 01179551804, www.allhal- (7.30am and 6.30pm Edlington) (8am and 5pm Hexthorpe). contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com or
lowseaston.org Father Steven Hawkins SSC. 07834 462 054
phone 0208 364 1583
Other occasions see noticeboards.
fr.stevenhawkins@googlemail.com www.holynativity.org.uk
Contact: Fr Stephen Edmonds SSC - 01709858358 fr.s.edLONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead,
monds@gmail.com
NW3 2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham SParish
BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Daily Mass - Tuesday 9.30am,
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Low Mass each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary
Wednesday 9.30am, Holy Hour, 10am Mass Friday 9.30am, Sat- Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am. Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details David Houlding SSC
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Lead
Story

The First Step to walsingham
Will Tupman on his first pilgrimage to England’s Nazareth

J

ust over a couple of months ago, I made my very first visit
to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, a particularly
sacred place in Norfolk affectionately known as England’s
Nazareth, and where many Christians frequently gather to
worship the Lord. Many parishes and other groups make their
pilgrimage there, and my first encounter was with Adoremus,
a pilgrimage for young adults aged eighteen to thirty-five). I
thoroughly enjoyed my first time at Walsingham, and as soon
as our weekend there ended, I found myself looking forward
to my next pilgrimage.
During the weekend, we had a series of workshops in
which we discussed various aspects of Christian living, vocation, and practising evangelism. As well as finding such a
chance to openly discuss the Christian faith with other likeminded people in this way particularly valuable, one of the
most significant things I was reminded of was how all Christians have a common vocation in our baptism. This is then
supplemented by our distinct vocations (such as academia,
priesthood, teaching, nursing, foster care, a combination of
these, and many more). What a great joy, to be united with
Christ and my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ by our
common baptism, as well as in the wide variety of ways in
which God’s gifts are manifest in us and our lives!

We spent many hours together in worship, and our first
visit to the Holy House is an experience which I will always
remember. The stunning altar and statue of the Blessed Virgin
Mary was most striking to me; no amount of searching for pictures of the shrine on Google Images could have prepared me
for the experience of actually visiting the shrine and praying
there! Some of us returned there the following evening spontaneously to say Evening Prayer. The Mass at St Mary’s parish
church was also very moving, together with a procession of
the Blessed Sacrament afterwards. But perhaps my favourite
service we attended was on the Saturday evening: after a beautiful Mass, we received the liturgy of reconciliation (including
the anointing by the priests), and we then prayed for a while
afterwards in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the
Shrine Church. With no time limit, and no need to think of
anything else at all at that time, we could easily keep our eyes
4 ■ newdirections ■ March 2019

focused on Jesus (Heb. 12.2), something we should always aim
to do throughout our lives, at all times and in all places, as best
as we can.
On the Saturday afternoon of the pilgrimage we had some
free time. Many walked the Holy Mile to the Slipper Chapel
(something I would like to do on my next pilgrimage to Walsingham); others stayed at the shrine; and some of us went for
a nice and relaxing walk by the sea in Wells. I was in the last

we spent many hours together in worship,
and our first visit to the Holy House is an
experience which I will always remember.
The stunning altar and statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary was most striking.
group, taking photos of the beautiful seascape as I went. Especially since my first Walsingham pilgrimage, I now often pray
when I go to the beach. I’m often in church when I pray; certainly, I find it especially easy to focus on my prayer when I’m
in a magnificent building like St Michael’s, Croydon. But I also
feel very lucky indeed to be able to pray anywhere, for God
created all things, and he is omnipresent. To pray somewhere
where the natural beauty of his creation is so powerfully evident, such as at the beach, for me is always a wonderful and
moving experience.

In many ways, the Adoremus weekend felt to me like a retreat: a different
context, a different set of surroundings,
and a different setting. Only the previous
weekend, I’d been on a wonderful retreat
at Cumberland Lodge (Windsor) with the
chaplaincy of King’s College London.
Again, this was a weekend of interactive
classes and other activities, fellowship and
worship in a different setting. This was
also very helpful to my process of discernment, but I think that while a pilgrimage
has all of these characteristics of a retreat,
it is also distinct from being a retreat: we
make our pilgrimage to a particular place,
and—in the case of Walsingham—to a
shrine where Marian apparitions have occurred, and to a place where Christians
from all around the country are drawn to
see, and drawn to be.
Over the past couple of months, I’ve
observed the positive impact my first visit
to Walsingham has had on my journey in
the discernment process, my devotion (es-

Over the past couple of months, I’ve
observed the positive impact my first visit
to walsingham has had on my journey in
the discernment process, my devotion,
and my faith as a whole.

pecially when praying the Angelus and the Rosary), and my
faith as a whole. Together with the experiences of my time so
far at St Michael’s, I feel I now have a much greater understanding and appreciation of the person and role of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. To take a couple of further examples, I often
think of that feeling of awe when I first visited the stunning
Holy House in the Anglican shrine, especially as I say Morning
and Evening Prayers in church. Moreover, whenever I serve
at Low Mass, I am usually either near or facing the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham, a comforting
daily reminder to me of how a candle is lit
in the Shrine Church at Walsingham
where St Michael’s, together with many
other churches, is prayed for every day.
One of the things I loved the most
about the pilgrimage was meeting the community with whom I stayed there: likeminded people, new friends and church
family, and we all had a wonderful time together—in pilgrimage, in worship, in
prayer, and of course in fellowship and
friendship during our free time at meals
and at the pub! I will continue to keep in
touch with all those I met there as we journey onwards together in the Christian
faith, and I’m hugely looking forward to my
next pilgrimage to Walsingham. ND
Will Lyon Tupman is a Pastoral Assistant at
St Michael’s, Croydon. You can read his blog
at wlyontupman.blogspot.com (Photos of the
Adoremus Pilgrimage by Graham Howard)

March 2019 ■ newdirections ■ 5

Renewal and Reform
William Nye sets out what part we might play

I

am going to talk about the work of the Archbishops’
Council, and I am going to focus in particular on the
work known as ‘Renewal and Reform.’ Some of you, I suspect, may have heard some version of this talk before, especially if you are on a diocesan synod, because I am very happy
to talk about Renewal and Reform as often as I am invited to.
But I hope that today I will be able to speak particularly to the
situation of Forward in Faith and Society parishes, and their
place in the Church of England.
If you will forgive me, I might just begin with one or two
personal notes. I have now worked for the Archbishops’ Council as Secretary General for almost exactly three years. At one
level, by church standards, I still feel something of a new boy.
And I am certainly still learning, and have much still to learn,
about the variety and the specific contexts of the work of the
Church of England all across our country. Before I came to
work for the church I had not had any previous role in national
or diocesan church responsibilities. The highest position I had
reached was as a churchwarden in my parish (where I was
churchwarden for rather longer than the Churchwardens’
Measure actually envisages) and I am now once again a
churchwarden there. I had very occasionally met an archdeacon, and once or twice even been to a deanery synod, but nothing more than that. So, when I started three years ago, I did
feel I was being thrown in at the deep end.
Before I came to work for the church I was a civil servant.
For ten years I was in the Treasury. This has left me, I should
warn you, with a love of figures and diagrams. I know from
experience that some people in the church love numbers and
analysis and others are absolutely allergic to them. For those
who feel allergic to numbers and graphs, I can only apologise
in advance. But I would urge you to look beyond the numbers,
and recognise that each number I use refers to one or more
precious human soul. In using numbers, I am simply using
them as shorthand for people.
One other word by way of prologue. I have quite often
spoken to dioceses—bishop’s councils, diocesan synods, etc—
about what the Archbishops’ Council does and about Renewal
and Reform. When I do so, I like to talk about what is happening nationally. And I also like to talk about what appears
to be happening (so far as I am able to understand it) in the
particular diocese or archdeaconry or area of the country that
we are thinking about. I will do something similar for Society
parishes, for the aggregate of those parishes, represented here
today through Forward in Faith. This will build on the excellent work that your colleague Anne Gray has done, with the
assistance of the Research and Statistics team at Church
House, in helping the traditional catholic movement have a
better understanding of who you are and what you look like.
I think this is a really valuable thing to do, and I hope it offers
the chance for some real reflection about the contribution and
the achievements of, and also the challenges for, Society
parishes. I hope to prompt some discussion today and subse6 ■ newdirections ■ March 2019

quently. But I do need to emphasize that, in talking about Society parishes in the aggregate, I am not suggesting that the set
of parishes should be thought of as a collective set-up entirely
separate from the rest of the Church of England nor, in the
hackneyed phrase, as a ‘church within a church,’ nor as the
equivalent of a diocese. Obviously, that is not the way the national church institutions think of your role and contribution,
and I hope it is not how you think of yourselves. I would urge
you to think of yourselves, in the spirit of mutual flourishing,
as a network that brings together like-minded parishes, but
also as parishes and groups of parishes who have much to contribute to the local mission of diocese and deaneries where you
are situated. Forgive me for labouring this point. But I do not
want to be misunderstood.

Renewal and Reform is a body of work
which seeks to provide a narrative of hope
to the Church of England in the twenty-first
century.
So, what is Renewal and Reform? Renewal and Reform is
a body of work which seeks to provide a narrative of hope to
the Church of England in the twenty-first century. I want to
start with clarity about Renewal and Reform. In an institution
other than the Church of England, we might call Renewal and
Reform a national programme for change. But the Church of
England, though it is national, and a national institution, is not
organized as a top-down single structure, and we don’t have
national programmes in that way. As you will know very well,
the core unit of the church is the bishop and the diocese, or
the bishop with his (or her) clergy and people acting together.
So, Renewal and Reform is not dictated from Church House
and sent out to dioceses; it is a set of activities, a body of work,
intended to support the work of dioceses, parishes, chaplaincies, Fresh Expressions, schools etc. And it is about a narrative
of hope.
We believe that the Lord of the harvest will help us if we
pray for workers for the harvest field, because the harvest can
be plentiful. But we need to start with a realistic assessment
of where we are. Then we can think about what work the
workers need to do in the harvest field. That can generate
hope for the future, and in turn produce a growing church—
a growing church for all people in all places. I truly believe that
is possible. And the reason why I am so grateful to be doing
the job that I do, is that this is a time when we can realistically
and prayerfully hope and expect to achieve that plentiful harvest of a growing church for all people and in all places.
But to begin with, we need the realistic assessment. And
here I am going to depress you, I am deliberately going to depress you. And the reason for this is that sometimes in the
church we do not want to face up to those unwelcome facts. I
completely understand why that is. Our church has been

shrinking or declining for fifty or sixty years: for all my lifetime, for all or most of the lifetime of most people in this room,
and throughout the period of ministry of almost all serving
clergy. This is a really painful thing to contemplate. It is such
a painful thing to contemplate that people have been giving
their lives in sacrificial service to an institution which has, in
aggregate throughout this period, been declining, that sometimes people do not want to contemplate it. But we need to
start with the truth.
Some figures just for the last twenty years between 1995
and 2015. If we had the data in the same format I could go
back thirty or forty years before that. But those data we do
have show that in only twenty years the average age of our
worshippers rose by eight years. Usual Sunday attendance fell
by over a quarter. And an 81 year old is now eight times more
likely to be a church attendee than a 21 year old.
It gets worse. Attendance—and I am using attendance as
the main measure, but it could be electoral roll, it could be the
number of givers, it could be almost any other measure, they
all move in parallel—attendance per capita is now 1.7%. That’s
not a very memorable number, so rounding up I prefer to use
the figure of 2%: one in fifty. That is the number that burns in
my mind. One in fifty: only one in fifty people across our country are regular attenders in our national church. And it varies
across the country. It’s higher in rural areas than urban areas.
It is dreadfully low on council estates: 0.8%. In some large but
economically depressed towns it can be as low as 0.5%! That
means you have to walk past 200 people in the street before
you get to one churchgoer. In some areas it is higher. In one
diocese, the Diocese of Hereford, it reaches the heady heights
of 3%. Yet, even in Hereford, they know full well that this is
no cause for complacency. Very nearly half of regular attenders
in the Diocese of Hereford are over 70 years old. These figures
are—and I say this deliberately—heart-breaking. And in some
places they are, well, marginally less heart-breaking.

In only twenty years the average age of our
worshippers rose by eight years. Usual
Sunday attendance fell by over a quarter.
And how is it happening? Every year from our worshipping communities 10,000 adults die or become unable to attend church. Every year 7,000 more leave our churches than
join them. And perhaps most striking of all, every year on average only 3,000 children grow up to become adults in our
churches. Only 3,000. That compares with around 100,000 or
so 11-year-olds who leave Church of England primary schools
every year.
So, how is the church responding? Under Archbishop
Justin and Archbishop Sentamu, and with the guidance of the
House of Bishops and the endorsement of the General Synod,
we have developed the body of work called Renewal and Reform, a set of initiatives designed to help dioceses and parishes
respond to this grim reality and move into a more hopeful future. What does work in the harvest field look like?
At this point I would just like to address one concern some
of you may have. There may be some who are worried that

Renewal and Reform is some form of evangelical conspiracy
to remould the church in one preferred form. I know there are
some people in the church who believe this, because I have
read the blogs where they say so. But I am here to tell you
that—speaking as someone who goes to a church where we
too have the Angelus after Mass—if there is a secret evangelical conspiracy, then it must be very effective indeed to have
deceived me as well.
I am not going to go through all the various initiatives because that would bog you down in rather a lot of church jargon, but I would like to highlight a few. First, Renewal and
Reform is about the national church institutions trying to support dioceses in formulating and implementing their visions
for the future. We are providing leadership training for bishops
and deans, and for groups of clergy who may be among the
leaders of the church in the future. This includes a learning
community which has several cohorts, where we are making
efforts to ensure that all strands of churchmanship are represented. We are providing grants—mostly to dioceses, but also
sometimes for non-diocesan areas of spending—to promote
growth in the church. And when I say growth, I mean that as
shorthand for bringing more people to faith, for spreading the
Gospel, for evangelization and for discipleship. To create more
of a learning culture across the church, we have established a
programme of peer review of dioceses, in which small teams
of trained peer reviewers (who are themselves people who understand how dioceses work) visit other dioceses and help
them reflect on their capacity and progress.
There are a few specific areas of work I would like to highlight. One I am particularly proud of is our digital effort. This
includes the new Church of England website, the revamped ‘A
Church Near You’ website; if you are not yet effectively using
and populating A Church Near You for your parish, please,
please go away and start now! It includes a Lent campaign and
an Advent and Christmas campaign, and lots of other work
through social media.
‘Setting God’s People Free’ is, I confess, a bit of church jargon, but it is the name of a report promoting discipleship for
the laity across the church. Now, I happen to worship in a
church where the word ‘discipleship’ has very rarely been used
from the pulpit in my twenty years there. So, if the word ‘discipleship’ does not resonate with you, you might prefer to
think of it as faithfulness, or deepening faith. This work focuses on helping lay people to feel and express and develop
their faith in their whole life, a seven days a week faith or, to
put it another way, a faith that is for Monday to Saturday, as
well as being sent out on Sunday.
The whole church is working hard on increasing vocations
to the priesthood. Rather unusually, and I think quite counterculturally for the Church of England, this is an area where we
have actually set a national target, or at least a national aspiration: to increase vocations to the priesthood by 50% over five
years. And we are well on the way. The number entering training for the priesthood this autumn was 585, which is 22%
higher than two years before. Surely that is a sign of hope?
We have made a commitment to evangelism—or evangelization if you prefer—in estates. And of course, the leader of
this, who has challenged the whole church on this area and set
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a pioneering example, is Bishop Philip North. And we are
doing what we can to simplify some of the many rules with
which the Church of England is so richly endowed, or overendowed. We are looking for practical simplification of laws
and regulations to help with the work of mission.
So, that is some of what Renewal and Reform is about. I
will come back in a moment to how it is going. But in the
meantime, what is the situation in the Society parishes? And
here I must re-emphasise what I said at the beginning of my
talk, that in talking about Society parishes in the aggregate, I
am not suggesting that we consider them as if they were one
or more dioceses.
Still, as you know, there are a little over 400 Society
parishes. That is 3% of all the parishes in the Church of England. But these parishes are on average larger in population
terms than the average English parish, because more of them
are urban. So, though you comprise only 3% of all parishes,
that accounts for a population of 3 million people, around 6%
of the population of of England. That is broadly equivalent to
the population of Dioceses of Birmingham and Liverpool, or
indeed to the population of Wales. And your task is to minister
to these 3 million people, to bring them to faith and bring the
Gospel to them.
Moreover, as we know from the work which Anne Gray
reported to you last year, there is in Society parishes a very real
bias to the poor. 84% of your parishes are in the more deprived
half of the country and only 16% in the wealthier half of the
country. And perhaps most striking, of the 10% most deprived
parishes in the country, 176 of them—that is 14% of the
total—are Society parishes. These 176 parishes have a population of 1.4 million people—1.4 million, that is, of the poorest
people in our country. The old picture of Anglo-Catholic
priests and parishes among the poor still holds true, it seems.
And now the crunchy bit. Let me just highlight a few figures. The total average weekly attendance is 31,400. Remember, you are serving a population of around 3 million. That
means that attendance per capita in Society parishes is around
1.0%, or 1 in 100. Some parishes are growing, rather more declining, most have no growth trend. This is, I should say, a very
typical pattern for diocesan attendance statistics too. Though
remember that almost all dioceses have overall average attendance higher than 1.0%.
But let me highlight one interesting thing. The median attendance—and for those of you like me whose Maths GCSE
or O-Level was rather a long time ago, let me remind you that
the median means the figure for an average parish, that is the
parish in the middle of a distribution—the median attendance
in Society parishes is 65. Whereas the median attendance for
the Church of England as a whole is only 39. So yes, in one
sense the average Society parish is larger than the average
Church of England parish, purely in terms of size of congregation.
I mentioned Wales earlier. The adult attendance for Society parishes and for the Church in Wales are very similar.
But the Church in Wales covers the whole country, and therefore includes many more parishes, including lots of small rural
villages of the kind that the Society often doesn’t cover. Let me
compare Society parishes a bit with the rest of the Church of
8 ■ newdirections ■ March 2019

England. On the one hand, you do not have nearly so many
small village parishes, hence your median is larger. On the
other hand, you also do not have such a high proportion of
large suburban middle-class parishes—typically, though not
exclusively, evangelical—which tend to boost the average attendance for most English dioceses.
I asked the Research and Statistics team at Church House
to do a comparison between Society parishes and the others. I
think it is a reasonably fair comparison, though no comparison
can be perfect. It looks at the 300 or so parishes in the poorest
three deciles across the country. And it compares these with
the Dioceses of Birmingham and Liverpool taken together,
where there are about 350+ parishes.
In the very poorest areas (the lowest decile), median attendance in Society parishes and in Birmingham and Liverpool is about the same, 60 to 65, though in both areas less than
1% of the population , perhaps slightly higher in the Society
parishes. In the second and third deciles—slightly less poor
areas—median attendance in the Society parishes is about 70
(1% of the population) whereas in Birmingham and Liverpool
it is around 100, somewhat over 1% of the population. In short,
while there are many Society parishes in poor areas, those Society parishes are doing no better, but also not markedly worse,
than parishes in those areas across the spread of traditions. But
that is, I’m afraid, no cause for congratulation. We cannot be
satisfied, surely, with only 1% of the population in our congregations. That is particularly acute in deprived areas where
there may be little or no other expression of the Christian faith
of any kind.
And remember, Society parishes cover 3 million people.
The job of those parishes after all—your job, collectively—is
not simply to minister to and comfort and support the 30,000
worshipers in your churches. As with the rest of the Church
of England, it is to reach out and minister to and evangelize
and bring to Christ as many as possible of those 3 million people. Yes, by all means pray for them. Yes, by all means, remember them daily at the Mass. Yes, certainly, do what you can to
help feed and clothe them, as Bishop Frank Weston and so
many Anglo-Catholic leaders have always said. But are we sure
we are doing everything that can be done to bring them to
know Christ?
This article will be concluded next month. William Nye is Secretary
General of the General Synod and the Archbishops’ Council. This
paper was delivered to the 2018 Forward in Faith National Assembly.

George Austin

ing parish asked if he could bring ‘a beautiful blonde’. He did. George was smitten
and desperate to know if she was DenFollowing the news of the Venerable George Austin’s death we reproduce nis’s girlfriend. She wasn’t. George collected her from the school where she was
this interview by Robbie Low from January 1999
a teacher, skipped evensong and met her
Where did you begin?
three times in six days. On the sixth day,
‘I was born in Bury in Lancashire in
he proposed to Bobbie and she said ‘yes’.
1931. It was a typical mill town - most
The wedding was six months later to the
people worked there. My earliest membeautiful Missa de Angelis and thus
ory is of the clip clop of clogs going past
began one of the happiest clergy maras hundreds of men passed our house on
riages I have encountered. The Priory
the way to work each day. Back a generwas George’s ideal of Anglicanism:
ation or two before that, my forebears
Prayer Book Catholic; the faith taught;
were Cornish fishermen.’
beautiful music.
‘Then to Eaton Bray. You went
Why a priest?
where you were told in those days. At
‘The vicar and the curate of our parish
first it was a difficult time and then it all
had both challenged me about vocation
changed and we had good, happy years
after I was confirmed and the conviction
there and still have friends in the parish.’
never went away though I tried hard to
And then on to the centre of Chrisescape it.’
tendom - St Peter’s Bushey Heath.
Was your family ‘church’?
‘My mother was a Baptist who prayed
and read Scripture daily but never went
to church because of grandma. My father had been impressed by a local
preacher and started going to church. I
joined him for a Harvest Festival in the
hope of meeting some girls from the
local school. In the event, it didn’t help
my love life but I got confirmed.’
Where next?
‘Lampeter, aged 19, as an ordinand. I
loved West Wales. St David’s Cathedral
- the pearly gates will be like the West
Front and the inside is like heaven. You
weren’t allowed any women in your
room - not even a sister. This didn’t stop
fraternising with local girls and I think
half the clergy wives in Wales are probably Lampeter girls.
Why Chichester?
‘There were good teachers there like
John Moorman (Church History) and
Lowther-Clarke (Old Testament). It was
straightforward English Catholic - no
Romanism. I was told not to apply for
Westcott or Cuddesdon because I wasn’t
public school!’
Curacies?
‘My first one was at Chorley but it
wasn’t a happy experience - a mismatch
really. The Vicar of Bury put me on to

Notting Dale in London where I went
for three and a half wonderful years
under Ronald Arthur. My time there coincided with the riots and the media descended. Rosamund Essex (Editor of
The Church Times) knocked on my door
and asked me for 1500 words by the day
after tomorrow.’ (George Austin the
journalist was born - a talent that was
later to blossom also in his son, Jeremy.)
‘Next day I was on a TV panel with Tom
Driberg MP and then the producer of
the epilogue contacted me and I did that
for six years.’
And then?
‘A year in London University Chaplaincy. I wasn’t a particularly good chaplain but Ivor Smith-Cameron, who was
very conservative then, told me I’d survive if I steered clear of the senior chaplain, Gordon Phillips. He was a brilliant
preacher but rather eccentric. I fell foul
of him and, thank God, ended up for
four of the happiest years of my life at
Dunstable Priory under Christopher
Mackonochie. He was a wonderful
trainer of priests - gave you confidence
to do the job. Eight of his choirboys were
ordained!’
It was here, at an Epiphany party,
that life changed dramatically. Dennis
King, a curate friend from a neighbour-

What was St Alban’s diocese like in
1970?
‘A lovely diocese, the envy of the C. of E.
People would tell you how lucky you
were to be in a good catholic diocese
with such wonderful pastoral care from
the bishops. You will know as well as I do
how tragically all that changed in the
Runcie and Taylor years.’
It would be hard to exaggerate
Austin’s dislike of Runcieism. His assumption of personal gentrification, his
ambition, his apparent lack of conviction
about much else and the way he seemed
to play the patronage system as an old
pals club have been the subject of many
of Austin’s most outspoken comments.
Those who regarded these assessments
as personal malice must have been
stunned to find them substantially confirmed from the horse’s mouth in Carpenter’s withering biography.
You stayed a long time?
‘Yes, but after 14 years I knew it was
time to move on and confided in my
wardens. Moving, it turned out, was not
easy.’
As Austin was a well known figure
on Synod, a writer and broadcaster of
national repute, this may seem strange.
Appointments proved elusive. A major
London appointment was vetoed by liberal patrons, 10 Downing Street intervened to replace him for another senior
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appointment. As this is something that
Prime Ministers do not do without advice from the Episcopal hierarchy, a familiar pattern was beginning to emerge.
He was asked to apply for a Theological
College and then not even short-listed.
A friend on the Crown Appointments
Commission vouchsafed: ‘Every time
you get put forward for something, it’s
vetoed.’
Only last year, an old friend said
how disappointed he was that George
had never taken up the senior appointment he had been offered at the cathedral. This was the first time George ever
knew about it. It had been declined on
his behalf ! Later on, Austin himself sat
on the Crown Appointments Commission. So I asked him:
What’s it like?
‘The system is corrupt. The problem is
secrecy - not confidentiality. I’ve seen
references for men I’ve known for thirty
years and you wouldn’t recognise them.
Good people are rubbished in the nicest
possible way, ‘A good man but....’ I used to
come home and watch that episode of
‘Yes, Minister’ about Episcopal appointments. It ceased to be funny because it
was too near the truth: character assassination by evasion, innuendo and half
truth.’
But then, suddenly, York?
‘Yes. As you know, I was off to St
Leonard’s, Flamstead, a beautiful village
church and holy place. I was quite happy
to go there and we’d already planned the
kitchen and study. York came out of the
blue.’
Didn’t you say it was like being sent to
Siberia?
‘Never. The newspapers said that. They
said that, instead of being ‘promoted, I
was being punished for believing too
firmly and standing up to the Establishment. John Habgood and I had had
some very public disagreements but had
remained friends. I agonised about it for
three months before finally accepting.
The very first synod I attended I had to
speak against the Archbishop. So I went
and saw him afterwards and said how
sorry I was to have to do that. He just
smiled and said, ‘Nonsense. That’s why I
appointed you!’
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You’re obviously very fond of him.
‘Yes and I admire him. He was a big
enough man to have all views round his
table. He had a vision of the church that
would enable us to live together in this
strange compromise and set an example
to the world that, in spite of our differences, we could walk in the House of the
Lord together as friends. Sadly most
bishops have not honoured that vision
from day one and, as they have destroyed that opportunity, so they will be
judged for it’.
Have you enjoyed being Archdeacon?
‘I’ve loved it. I never thought I would. I
thought of all the Archdeacons I’d suffered under and remembered Basil Snell
who’d been a good man - vicar to the vicars - and I’ve tried to follow that pattern.
It’s a very pastoral job done properly and
yet you hold history in your hands in all
these churches. The other day I was
holding a chalice that was used by
Charles I.’
Talking of Charles - will there be a
third?
‘That all came about by accident. I was
asked: If Charles had a mistress or was
divorced, would that present problems?
I said: Yes. Some people will ask about
the seriousness of his vows. The heavens
opened just as I went to spend three days
with the Archbishops - they were not
thrilled.’
So what now?
‘It would be weak of the church to
change the rules for them. They mustn’t
do that. We can’t pretend Camilla
doesn’t exist and she’s clearly the love of
his life. The best solution would be a civil
marriage and a dedication service. People will not accept her as queen but they
would accept her as consort, Duchess of
Lancaster, for example. In those circumstances, I suspect he will make a good
King.
Can Establishment survive?
‘I’m not in favour but, if it does, some aspects must change. The oath of allegiance insulting the Pope is offensive.
The oath of bishops to hand over the
spiritualities is deeply offensive. ‘We
have no king but Caesar’ is not a Christian sentiment. We have to overturn the

scandalous Lightman judgement which
puts worship and doctrine in State
hands. The Establishment was so keen
for Lightman not to question women
priests that they didn’t make a peep
when he robbed the church of its history,
doctrine and authority.’
Do you think the Archbishops’ Council will restore CofE fortunes?
‘It’s beyond me how General Synod has
handed over its power. There are some
very dangerous people on the Council
and it is not at all representative of the
C. of E.’
A critical liberal journalist once remarked that ‘getting an opinion out of
George Austin is like getting blood out
of an artery.’ Such witty or even rude
comments and cartoons can be found on
Austin’s study walls as a source of
amusement. What people may not
know is that for many years, Austin has
replied to press enquiries by suggesting
they speak to a bishop first and, only
when they cannot get a comment, come
back to him.
It is also worth noting that, in his 25
years on Synod, years on Church Commissioners and Crown Appointments,
few people know the C. of E. better. His
decades in press and radio mean that he
has met and had to do with a huge number of politicians and journalists.
His extensive travels in the world
church have given him a tremendous insight into the state of the battle, continent by continent. His comments are
often controversial but they are never
dull.
How do you cope with the pressure of
controversy?
‘I’ve always had the ability to switch off,
pull up a chair and have a snooze or
watch some TV.’
What will you do in retirement?
‘Stay in Yorkshire - we both love it.
Cook, go to the theatre and finish my
novel.
Novel?
‘Set in 2026 in a church near you.’ ND
The Venerable George Austin 1931-2019 –
Defender of the Faith.

e Society of Mary
Loving God by loving Our Lady since 1931

May Devotion
and AGM 2019
will be held in:
S. Silas the Martyr, S. Silas Place, London NW5 3QP &
Holy Trinity, Hartland Road, London NW1 8DE

Saturday 18 May 2019
12 noon in S. Silas the Martyr

Solemn Pontifical Concelebrated Mass
Principal Celebrant: e Superior-General,
e Rt Rev’d Robert Ladds
Chaplains of Mary, Mother of the Church who wish to concelebrate are asked
to notify Fr Graeme Rowlands at S. Silas the Martyr by Saturday 11 May
followed by the Procession of Our Lady
through the streets to Holy Trinity
1.45 pm Lunch in Holy Trinity Church Hall
Lunch costs £10 and is payable in cash on the day
3.30 pm AGM of the Society of Mary in Holy Trinity

Bishop Martyn Jarrett celebrated 25 years as
a Bishop at Worksop Priory
(Photo Credit: Tom Ormond)

Lent: a time for self-examination and a
time for seeking renewal in discipleship. In this time of new beginnings
Christians will inevitably find themselves turning over old ground. In Lent
we can find ourselves unearthing old
treasures in our memory – we may
learn in new ways, truths half forgotten, but we may also uncover old hurts.
The wounds picked up on life’s journeys
sometimes never heal, and often leave
a deep scar, which causes discomfort
emotionally and spiritually.
In times of self-examination, perhaps
in preparation to make a confession,
prayer stumbles across these wounds or
is inevitably drawn to them. I am thinking of broken relationships, of actions
that caused hurt and damage to others
and oneself. Bereavement, in all its expressions, does make its lasting marks
on us – and to touch them is painful.
Some off these scars are reminders of
past sinfulness, they bring vividly into
the present actions or omissions for
which we have been truly penitent and
feel a sense of penitence again. It is at
this point that the scars can become
something malignant in our spiritual
life. when this happens an experienced
confessor or spiritual director must be
careful in offering ghostly counsel.

4 pm Solemn Veers, Sermon
& Pontifical Benediction in Holy Trinity
Preacher: e Superior-General, e Rt Rev’d Robert Ladds

Ghostly
Counsel
Scarred

Andy Hawes
It is not unusual for a penitent who
makes a regular confession to cover the
same ground – everyone has his or her
besetting sins. The confessor has to be
careful in distinguishing the guilt that
comes from sinful action or omission,
and the pain that is caused by the
memory of a past action or hurt. Say,
for example, a penitent through lying
caused someone a great deal of trouble. It would be quite correct for them
to confess the nature of the lie and feel
the weight of their action. But once
confessed and absolution is given that
one action lies in the past and is dealt
with by God’s grace. If the penitent
keeps coming back to the same lie and
keeps raking over the same scenario
something else is happening. what is
forgiven sometimes cannot be repaired

or healed. The penitent has to learn to
go forward in life knowing God’s forgiveness as real despite that scar or
wound.
God is the source of forgiveness because only God has the power to bring
reconciliation in a broken creation and
a sinful world. This forgiveness and reconciliation cannot mend creation or remove all sinful rebellion from human
society in the present time – ‘we await
a new heaven and a new earth where
righteousness dwells.’ we must always
remember that our risen Lord still bears
the scars of the crucifixion. we too will
bear our wounds until all things are reconciled in him.
Once confessed and once absolved
the penitent is forgiven. what must be
remembered is that this forgiveness is
not the end but a beginning. Confession
ends with the dismissal ‘The Lord has
put away your sins; go in peace.’ we
leave the confessional as an agent of
peace and reconciliation, and by God’s
grace our scars and wounds can become not prompts for guilt, but
prompts for prayer of intercession and
personal reminders that we are called
to be agents of healing in a world full
of pain.
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A Saint For Our Time?
Michael Fisher reflects on the life and legacy of Saint Chad

O

n St Chad’s Day, 2 March 2017, the Diocese of
Lichfield adopted a new moo: ‘Come follow
Christ in the footsteps of St Chad.’ More oen
than not, St Chad’s Day occurs during Lent, and it is not
in any case observed as a major feast outside the Lichfield
diocese, of which Chad was the first bishop. is year is
an exception as it falls very conveniently on the Saturday
before Ash Wednesday, and there are good reasons why
this seventh century bishop should be more widely celebrated in our own day and age. Chad lived at a time of
conflict and controversy within the English church—a
time of political division, instability and uncertainty—
and there was urgent need of grass-roots mission, evangelism, reconciliation and pastoral care. ese issues are
still very much alive in our own time, and Chad’s example
of humility, prayerfulness and self-giving love may be as
relevant now as ever they were.

Chad lived at a time of conflict, political
division, instability and uncertainty—and
there was urgent need of grass-roots
mission, evangelism, reconciliation and
pastoral care.
One of many tales surrounding the larger-than-life
figure of Dr Streon Reeve (Bishop of Lichfield 1953–74
and 95th in sequence from St Chad) concerns a mother
who, having made an appointment to see him, marched
her thirteen-year-old son into his study and said, ‘Now
then, bishop—this son of mine thinks he wants to be ordained, so what can you do to stop him?’ ough possibly
apocryphal, this story contains at least a grain of truth in
that while most Roman Catholic families might rejoice
at the proect of having a priest in the family, a good
many Anglican ones would take an opposite stance and
react in similar way to that boy’s mother. Might Dr Reeve
have recalled that the mother of his seventh century
predecessor had produced not one but four sons, every
one of whom was called to the priesthood? We may never
know, but two of those boys—Cedd and Chad—were
later raised to the episcopate: Cedd as Bishop of the East
Saxons, and Chad as Bishop of York and subsequently of
Mercia where he eﬆablished the See of Lichfield in 669.
Aer the departure of the Romans from Britain in
the fih century and the subsequent invasions of the heathen Angles and Saxons, what remained of the British
church became confined to the weﬆern fringes of Cumbria, Strathclyde, Wales and Ireland. It was from there
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that missions to the tribal kingdoms of central and eastern England were launched by Celtic bishops such as
Aidan, ‘the Apostle of Northumbria,’ who founded the island monastery of Lindisfarne. It was here that the young
St Chad studied. en, aer Aidan’s death in 651, he
completed his education and training for the monastic
life, and the priesthood, in Ireland.
Chad lived in turbulent times. Saxon England was
divided into several kingdoms, including Northumbria
which had become Christian under its saintly king Oswald, and Mercia which covered the Midlands under its
heathen king Penda. War broke out between them. Oswald was killed by Penda’s forces in 642, and Penda—the
last great pagan warrior of the Anglo-Saxons—was himself defeated and killed by Oswiu of Northumbria in 655.
ere were also deep divisions and controversies within
the church. Cut oﬀ from the rest of weﬆern Christendom
for a century and a half, the ancient British church treasured its own distinctive customs and liturgical praices

Icon of St Chad on the site of the medieval shrine in Lichfield Cathedral
(Photo: George Frost)

as eﬆablished in the mission centres of Iona and Lindisfarne. Unaware that the weﬆern church as a whole had
adopted a new calendar and method of calculating the
date of Easter, the Celtic church remained faithful to the
old lunar calendar which meant that it was out of step
with the now more centralized Church of Rome. is,
and other diﬀerences, came into sharp focus following St
Augustine’s mission sent from Rome in 597 and the subsequent founding of the See of Canterbury. e fundamental question was which local customs and praices
might be considered acceptable and of no great consequence, and which were universal and pertaining to the
catholic Church as a whole. Were the holy orders conferred by British bishops during the years of separation
valid or not? Although the Synod of Whitby (669) settled these maers in favour of Rome, and marked a further step towards the eﬆablishment of Canterbury as the
headquarters of the English church, controversy rumbled
on as some within the Celtic tradition refused to conform.
Chad himself was caught up in this controversy
when in 664 he was called from his cloistered life as abbot
of the Yorkshire monastery of Lastingham to be consecrated bishop for Northumbria. e bishop-elect for this
area, Wilfrid, had gone over to Gaul for consecration by
bishops whose orders were not in doubt, but he stayed
away for several years, leaving Northumbria without effective episcopal oversight. Having been chosen to fill in
the gap, Chad received consecration at the hands of three
British bishops of the Celtic tradition, but when Wilfrid
came back to Britain four years later, Chad humbly resigned the see and returned to Lastingham. It was but a
brief respite, for the new archbishop of Canterbury,
eodore of Tarsus, saw him as the ideal missionaryminded bishop for the vacant diocese of Mercia, parts of
which had not yet been converted, so in 669 Chad arrived in Mercia, eﬆablishing his see first at Repton, and
finally at Lichfield. His episcopate was to be a short one,
for he died on 2 March 672 during a plague epidemic.

St Chad understood that to win people’s
hearts, he had first to love them, and to
love them he had to know them and spend
time amongst them.
Chad’s terms of oﬃce as a bishop, first in Northumbria and then in Mercia, totalled lile more than seven
years, yet such was his reputation as a man of prayer and
tireless missionary zeal that, according to the historian
Bede, he was venerated as a saint almost immediately
aer his death. He was buried initially at the church
which he had built at Stowe, on the east side of Lichfield,

Opening of St Matthew from the Lichfield Gospels: Christi autem generatio...
(wikimedia)

where the holy well of St Chad may still be seen. en,
about 30 years later, his relics were translated to the new
cathedral. During the several rebuildings and extensions
of the cathedral between 1085 and 1385, the shrine of St
Chad was progressively enlarged and embellished as a
major place of pilgrimage. Meanwhile, some 33 medieval
churches came to be dedicated to him in various parts of
the Midlands and the north of England. Today there are
very many more, some as far afield as San Antonio
(Texas) and Huapi (New Zealand).
How does one account for this widespread devotion
to a seventh century bishop whose tenure of oﬃce was
so brief ? Among his virtues as listed by Bede are temperance, humility, self-denial, fervour in teaching, prayer,
voluntary poverty, and above all, fear of God. His humility is evidenced by his willing surrender of episcopal office when Wilfrid returned at last to Northumbria, and
also by his agreement to re-consecration on his appointment as Bishop of Mercia to remove any doubt about the
validity of the orders he already had. ough brought up
in the Celtic tradition, and treasuring the spiritual heritage of Iona and Lindisfarne, Chad understood that in
fundamental maers of faith, order and governance, the
local church must conform to the praice of the universal Church: quod ubique, quod semper, et ab omnibus—
what is believed always, everywhere, and by all.
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altar, upon the daily routines of prayer, and of giving pastoral care to his people—a sentiment that St Chad would
heartily have endorsed!
Pilgrimages to Lichfield ended abruptly amid the upheavals of the sixteenth century when the shrine was destroyed and the saint’s relics were diersed. Some of the
bones were, however, secreted away, to be re-discovered
in the 1830s at Aston Hall near Stone in Staﬀordshire
just as a new cathedral—the first Catholic cathedral to
be built in England since the Reformation—was taking
shape in Birmingham. It was to be dedicated to St Chad,
and its architect, A.W.N. Pugin (1812–1852) constructed
the high altar ensemble as a shrine to accommodate a
new reliquary in which these precious remains were
placed. ough it was later embellished with gilded pinnacles and kneeling figures of angels, Pugin modelled the
reliquary simply on Bede’s description of the original: ‘A
wooden coﬃn in the shape of a lile house with an aperture in the side.’ In recent times the bones have been scientifically examined, and some at least are known to date
from the seventh century.

St Chad’s cathedral, Birmingham: high altar with reliquary of St Chad
(Photo: MF)

In other aects, the Celtic heritage remained a powerful force within the English church alongside the new
impetus from Rome, and there is evidence of ‘mutual
flourishing.’ For example, the Lichfield Goel Book, dating from a lile aer St Chad’s time, is embellished with
magnificent illuminations in the Celtic style, and the
Latin text is annotated in Old Welsh.
St Chad understood that to win people’s hearts, he
had first to love them, and to love them he had to know
them and end time amongst them. It is therefore as the
tireless missionary that he is best remembered, traversing
his vast episcopal areas on foot (until Archbishop
eodore personally sat him on a horse) taking the goel
of God’s love into those areas of Mercia still waiting to
hear it. Doubtless Chad encouraged his clergy to follow
his own example, and so helped to plant the seed of the
parish system with communities gathering around their
local priest. A former Bishop of Ebbsfleet once told the
story of how, not long aer his appointment, a certain
diocesan bishop had wrien to him, kindly enclosing a
list of the clergy of that diocese who would come under
his pastoral and sacramental care, with helpful notes
about each one of them. One particular comment caught
his eye: ‘Father X is faithful to Mass, he says his prayers,
and visits his people—but does lile else’; and he couldn’t
help wondering what ‘else’ might reasonably be expected
of a parish priest whose life was so focussed upon the
14 ■ newdirections ■ March 2019

In death as in life, St Chad has been—and
remains—a focus for unity and reconciliation among Christians of various traditions.
In death as in life, St Chad has been—and remains—
a focus for unity and reconciliation among Christians of
various traditions. ere is a Russian Orthodox church
in Noingham dedicated to St Aidan and St Chad, and
a Greek Orthodox community of the Ascension and St
Chad in Rugby. In 2015 the Dean of St Chad’s cathedral
was installed as an ecumenical canon of Lichfield, and
plans are in hand to return a fragment of one of the saint’s
bones to Lichfield in a ecially-designed reliquary. Most
importantly, the example of St Chad continues to inspire
mission and evangelism in a country where ignorance,
false spiritualities and superstition are no less potent
forces than they were in Saxon Mercia.
When launching the new diocesan moo, Foow
Christ in the Footsteps of St Chad, the 99th Bishop of Lichfield, Dr Michael Ipgrave, commended the following
prayer for our use: ‘Almighty God, from the first fruits of
the English nation who turned to Christ you called your
servant Chad to be an evangelist and bishop of his own
people: give us grace to follow his peaceable nature, humble spirit and prayerful life, that we may truly commend
to others the faith which we ourselves profess; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’ ND
Fr Michael Fisher is a priest in the diocese of Lichfield and a
member of the Fabric Commiee of St Chad’s cathedral,
Birmingham.

They Have No wine
Julian Browning reflects on Jesus’ first miracle

A

t a recent carol service I sang ‘Why, impious Herod’
which tells the three traditional Epiphany stories: the
three wise men; Jesus being baptised and being
washed in the flowing Jordan; and then—
‘Yet he that ruleth everything,
Can change the nature of the spring,
And gives at Cana this for sign—
the water reddens into wine’

The water reddens into wine. You have an inner life, an interior life that’s yours alone, a life which is rooted in God, a life
which never ends, eternal life. You know it’s there, it surfaces
sometimes in that uncomfortable feeling when we know we
were created for something better than this, just day-to-day
survival. That feeling doesn’t go away until we do something
about it. The reason why Christianity is failing to connect with
the spiritual needs of people in this country today is because
people just don’t know there is an inner life to be uncovered.
It’s not their fault. The mother of Jesus said: ‘They have no
wine, they’re running on empty.’ We can know that feeling
too—this is the sorrow of the human condition. The wine is
always running out, and as the day wears on, as life moves on,
we realize we cannot replenish it from our own resources. But
so secular is this age that for many there is no wine to start
with. So a human life is reduced to an internet photograph, a
second’s worth of vanity, here today, tomorrow deleted.

Christ is searching for your soul. He is
looking for that inner life. He can transform
the flowing water of your life into the new
wine of his kingdom.
Christ is searching for your soul. He is looking for that inner
life. He can transform the flowing water of your life into the
new wine of his kingdom, which has no end. He finds his kingdom, the life of God, in everyone, whatever they’ve done or
failed to do. Christ is God’s poet, an artist; he shows us life’s
mysteries clearly, not though some fable, not through artifice,
but in the story of his own life and death. The marriage at
Cana in Galilee is a piece of music on which endless variations
can be played. That story itself grows in meaning as our faith
deepens, as the water reddens into wine. It is our invitation to
a life-changing mystery. Here’s the miracle: our life, our whole
relationship with the world and each other, is changed. The
water reddens into wine. St John says this is the first of Jesus’
signs. Every sign that Jesus does has a twofold effect. It fulfils
a human need and it shows who Jesus really is. The miracle is
that Jesus reveals that inner life within us and we learn to see
him as the son of God. But this is only the beginning, a taste

of the best wine. What comes next, what we do next, is beautifully camouflaged in the story itself. It is a wedding, it is the
uniting of a man and a woman who are beginning a new life
together as one flesh. You have an inner life and you have an
outer life, the face we present to the world, how we behave towards each other. We shall know happiness when the outer
life reflects the inner life, when there is no division, no conflict,
when the two lives are one. You shall no more be termed ‘forsaken,’ and your land shall no more be termed ‘desolate,’ but
you shall be called my delight is in her, and your land married.
The conversion of England begins when the fire of faith in our
hearts is also the light in our eyes. We become the Gospel.
Then all can see that God is light and in him is no darkness at
all.

Here’s the miracle: our life, our whole
relationship with the world and each other,
is changed. The water reddens into wine.
There’s no reason why you should know this, but when the
priest at the altar is preparing the bread and the wine for the
Eucharist he adds a little water to the wine. There are several
reasons for this. The early church knew that Jesus would have
added water to the wine at the Last Supper, because that’s what
everyone did then. This action also represents the blood and
water which flowed on the cross from the wound in the side
of Christ. But there’s more. The water is Christ’s human nature. The wine is his divine nature. Both are offered together,
physically lifted up, on your behalf, divine and human united,
your inner life and your outer life now reconciled. The water
now has the qualities of the wine—the water reddens into
wine.
This is an epiphany then, an epiphany to you and me, the
manifestation of Jesus as human and divine, two natures, the
mystery of the Incarnation. It sounds more complicated than
it is. It’s an end and a beginning. It is the end to our search for
some meaning beyond what we know, but it is only the beginning of your life with God. The water reddens into wine. A
life without colour becomes blood red. And this is just the first
of the signs which Jesus did, at Cana in Galilee, the first of so
many signs each of us will see as we enter the kingdom of God.

ND
This sermon was preached at All Saints’, Margaret Street where Fr
Julian Browning is Assistant Priest. The text for the sermon was
John 2.3.
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A Triangle of Forces
J. Alan Smith questions the wisdom of referenda

T

he question of our relations with
the free countries of Europe has
bedevilled British politics for the
last 60 years or so. Initially this applied
only to Western Europe but, since the fall
of the Iron Curtain, this has applied to the
former Soviet satellites as well.
Future historians may wonder how
the development of policy towards
Europe represented the opinions of the
people. Normal practice in the United
Kingdom as a parliamentary democracy
has been two-fold: sometimes, a change
has been put through Parliament that has
been so popular in the country that there
has been no attempt at subsequent
general elections for a reasonable period
to reverse the change; on other occasions,
a proposed change has been seen to be
controversial and made one of the major topics at a general
election. In either case the action of Parliament was in
accordance with popular opinion at the time.
The abolition of the Corn Laws by Sir Robert Peel’s
government in the 1840s, splitting the Conservative Party and
passing only with opposition support, was not contested at
subsequent general elections. In the medium term, one
consequence was the recession in British agriculture in the
1860s. Canadian agriculture experienced similar problems,
having previously enjoyed imperial preference over the United
States. Later the Conservative government fought the election
of 1906 on Tariff Reform, but lost it. Only in the world

Representative democracy balances the
power of people, their representatives,
and government, analogous to the game
of ‘knife, paper, stone’.
economic crisis of the 1930s was a measure of protection
restored. A long-term consequence of the abolition of the
Corn Laws was the fact that the United Kingdom had to fight
two World Wars in the twentieth century, importing food
against hostile submarine fleets. In retrospect, an alternative
might have been for the government to subsidize the provision
of cheap or free food, particularly in the case of Ireland, where
there could also have been the suspension of rents payable on
agricultural land that was not producing food during the
potato blight. But the government of the time, like all people
at all times, was bound by the dominant economic theories of
their day.
The Heath government (1970–74) took the United
Kingdom into the Common Market. The Conservative
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Manifesto in 1970 had undertaken to
negotiate membership, no more and no
less, and both major parties were split on
the issue: the Conservative victory could
not be represented as a popular
endorsement of the policy. In retrospect,
it might have been better in the long run
for a general election to have been fought
on the question of the Common Market.
The Labour government elected in
February 1974 under Harold Wilson
negotiated some small concessions which
they put to a referendum in 1975, but as
neither major party was committed to
leaving the Common Market there was
not much point in voting against
continued membership. It was only the
brief emergence of the Referendum Party
in the 1990s that raised the question of a
referendum on leaving the EU. At the 2015 general election,
following five years of a Conservative/Liberal Democrat
coalition, the Conservatives under David Cameron promised
a referendum on continued membership of the EU, possibly
calculating that it would increase their share of the vote
without their actually having to carry out their pledge. The
fact that, during the referendum campaign, some members of
the government said that if we voted to leave we would all be
doomed, raised the obvious question: ‘Why did you ask us,
then?’
Now we have a constitutional crisis. Which takes
precedence, the referendum result of 2016 which produced a
majority for leaving the EU or the general election of 2017
which produced a majority of MPs who wanted to stay in the
EU, even though Parliament voted to initiate the departure?
Some MPs who wanted to remain in the EU want a second
referendum although none wanted a referendum when
various governments passed laws to commit us more and more
to Europe. Perhaps the answer would be to hold a general
election and a second referendum on the same day, providing
a reasonable chance that the popular vote and the views of
MPs on EU membership would be aligned.
Representative democracy balances the power of people,
their representatives, and government. The expression from
physics of a ‘triangle of forces’ comes to mind, analogous to the
game of ‘knife, paper, stone’: the government control the
people through laws; the people control their representatives
through elections; and their representatives control the
government through votes in the House of Commons. We
should eschew referendums as methods of making decisions
on major subjects, particularly those which require the
approval of foreign states and, at the same time, ensure that
such major subjects are submitted to one-issue general
elections. ND

Here’s a pretty kettle of fish
William Davage considers the state of British Politics
The largest government defeat in history (a majority of 230)
followed by a vote of no confidence in HM’s Government, easily enough defeated given the lack of an overall majority; the
oratorical savaging of the Leader of the Opposition by Mr
Gove at the end of that debate (reminiscent of the brilliant,
elegantly witty speech of Michael Foot in 1979 when he said
that the Liberal leader, David Steele had ‘passed from rising
hope to elder statesman without any intervening period whatsoever’; the squall over a mouthed (but denied) comment
from the Leader of ‘stupid woman’; all this made for engrossing
entertainment.
*
Beyond the merits of Brexit and how, if at all, it is to be
achieved, those heady days saw constitutional and procedural
changes that may have more far-reaching, deleterious effects
than the principal issue. At the centre of a constitutional coup
d’théatre as much as a coup d’état was the Speaker, John Bercow,
who is perhaps the most controversial occupant of the chair
for years. He allowed a wrecking amendment to a business
motion against the advice of his clerks, against precedent and
the letter of Erskine May, the Commons’ procedural bible. He
argued his good faith, but his impartiality has been questioned.
Perhaps he sees himself as a modern Mr Speaker Lenthall who
refused to name the MPs King Charles I had come to arrest,
claiming that he could not speak without leave of the House.
There is a difference between defying the attempted imposition of monarchical power and changing the rules agreed by
the House by personal fiat. His defence was that change without such radical action had some historical precedent. In the
nineteenth century, when there was no time limit to debates,
Mr Speaker Brand introduced the closure of a debate which
had lasted several days as the Irish Nationalists filibustered.
But he had covert government support, if not connivance. It
is different today.
*
A divisive Speaker, his controversial decisions are aggravated
by his rebarbative oratorical style, veering between florid, circumlocutory flattery, and elaborate reprimands peppered with
absurd archaisms: ‘medicaments’ unduly feature. He does not
enjoy the affection of the House that enables him to maintain
discipline, as did Betty Boothroyd and Bernard Wetherall, nor
the commanding presence of Mr Speaker Peel who returned
to the Chair after a hullabaloo in a debate under the Deputy
Speaker. It simply needed him to take the Chair and stand up
for the deafening noise to cease. He might also follow a more
recent precedent. During a debate on the Profumo affair a
Labour MP, Reginald Pagett, criticized a Conservative Minister, Lord Hailsham, saying that whether in order or not Hailsham was ‘a lying humbug.’ He was not in order. To call a
member of the Lords a liar is as impermissible as to say it of a
Member of the Commons. The Speaker (Sir Harry HyltonFoster) did not call Mr Pagett to order, a rebuke to Hailsham
more deadly in its silence that Pagett’s in speech.
*

The other attempt, supported by the Chair, was to wrest control of business from the Government. If nothing else, lawyers
had a field day, led by the former Attorney General, Dominic
Grieve. These were legitimate attempts to pursue a political
end by proper means, but the immediacy of the issue and the
conflict masked a fundamental constitutional point. The underlying constitutional principle of government is not that the
Commons is supreme, although in practice it is, but that the
realm is governed by the Sovereign in Parliament. Hence the
Sovereign’s Prime Minister and Cabinet, the layers of the administration, are Ministers of the Crown. The business of Parliament is the Sovereign’s. There are Private Members Bills
that can become law, but it is rare that any proceed without
Government support. Had the Commons subverted that principle and passed legislation against the wishes of the Government it would have been open to the Prime Minister to advise
Her Majesty not to sign any subsequent bill into law. By longestablished precedent HM acts on the advice of Her Prime
Minister. Instead of ‘La Reyne le vault’ we might have heard,
‘La Reyne s’avisera.’
*
The political fallout definitively proves that referendums are
incompatible with Parliamentary supremacy. Referendums
are little more than opinion polls at any given time, despite
rhetoric investing them with totemic significance. It is unsatisfactory to assert that Parliament handed over the problem
to the electorate. Whatever was decided had to be implemented by Parliament which is not necessarily straightforward, not least when it means disentangling forty years of
interdependence. Determining to leave the EU is legitimate,
but how that is achieved is important. Process and principle
become intertwined.
*
The General Election did not help. While some 80% voted for
parties that agreed to implement the referendum result, it remained that most MPs elected were Remainers and were
being asked to vote against their beliefs. This is not particularly
a moral issue; accommodations to conscience are available. It
contradicts the principle enunciated by Edmund Burke, accepted for over two hundred years, that MPs were elected to
exercise their good judgement and conscience and were accountable at an election. The argument that the present House
was elected on the basis of manifestos that accepted the result
of the referendum is correct, but cannot be conclusive. Political
parties are coalitions and their manifestos are a compromise
of proposals that do not necessarily enjoy the total consent of
every candidate. Beyond the confines of the political tribe,
most electors take a more general view of the parties and assess
policies and candidates in a totality and conclude, on balance,
where their votes will go. Post-2016, the Commons is comprised predominantly of the losing side in the referendum.
That was, and remains, a recipe for what we saw in the months
at the turn of the year. ND
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A Courtyard in Jerusalem
Ann George takes her place in a circle of light

I

t was quite dark when I turned into the alleyway leading
to the courtyard. We had had a long meeting after school;
I was tired and was looking forward to some stuffed vine
leaves from the American fridge, and a glass or two of red Galil
wine. Barring my way, however, was Auntie, dressed in her
church-going outfit and looking distinctly put out. ‘You are
late’, she hissed, then, having looked me up and down as if to
check the propriety of my working suit, hustled me out of the
courtyard without giving me even a moment to put my work
bag in my room. ‘Where are we going?’ I murmured, wondering why everything had to be so secretive, but I was ignored as
she briskly turned in at the doorway of the Armenian cathedral. Inside, it was almost pitch black with a faint glow of light
off to the left, near the floor. Even more mysteriously there
was nobody about, no priests hovering or moving silently
around the various icons as was usually the case, no elderly,
black-clad women crossing themselves and genuflecting at the
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various altars. Auntie led me towards the glimmer of light, and
then gave me a gentle push to the side as she stepped to the left
to stand next to me.
I was looking at a space on the floor, more or less circular,
in which had been placed a number of small night lights, flickering gently in the small currents of air. I sensed rather than
saw that there were a number of other people standing around
the circle; they also were wearing dark colours and I guessed
that they were women. Suddenly Auntie’s hand was illuminated as she bent down to light a night light from one already
on the ground. She added her light to the others then thrust
another night light into my hand, and I obediently copied her,
placing my light inside the circle and close to my feet. As the
two lights were added to the pool of light on the floor a collective sigh rose from the circle of women. We then waited a long
time, staring at the mesmeric sight of the tiny lights dancing
upon the floor. Quite a while later there was a little flutter of
activity and another light appeared, accompanied by the collective sigh. We then lapsed into
contemplation again, and I was acutely aware
of my marking awaiting me in my work bag,
now resting between my feet. Again there was
movement, another light joined the glow and
there was again another collective sigh; this
time I added my voice to the gentle chorus.
This last light, however, was the signal for the
completion of this unfathomable ritual. The
women turned away from the pool of light and
made for the door. As Auntie and I passed
through the doorway, I murmured to Auntie,
‘What was that all about?’ She stopped, and
stared at me with genuine surprise: ‘You don’t
know today is Feast of 40 Martyrs of Sebaste?’
I had to say that I knew nothing about the martyrs of Sebaste. ‘They were young Christian
soldiers martyred by clothes taken, then kept
out on frozen pond all night. Their mothers
looked, praying, encouraging them to be brave.’
All was explained. In the Armenian Quarter
finding 40 women to take part in this particular, very specialized ritual would be difficult, as
most of the inhabitants were priests. Auntie
had obviously offered my services as a standin; I was thankful that I wasn’t the last to join
the group. At least I had not kept anyone waiting, even though I was certainly the most ignorant of those that night who had marked the
martyrdom of the 40 Martyrs of Sebaste.
The 40 Martyrs of Sebaste are commemorated on 10th March in the Western Calendar.
In the Armenian Calendar the feast day is calculated from the date of Ash Wednesday. ND

LECTERNS - 3

A

few of these 15th c. brass eagles are in a
more flamboyant style that the usual mediaeval ones, and are accepted as having
a Flemish provenance. A good example is that at
Cheddleton (1: Staffs), whilst another can be found
at North Cerney (2: Glos). The latter has had the
more colourful history, being found in a Gloucester
junkyard around 1920, a Flemish eagle united with
a base of Spanish steel.
Among the ‘classical’ mediaeval eagles, most,
like the one at Walpole S Peter (3: Norfolk) have
had a quiet life. Contrast the one at Southwell
Minster (4: Notts). Reputedly made in Tournai in
1503 for the Augustinian Newstead Abbey, it bears
the inscription ‘ Orate pro anima Radulphi Savage et
pro animabus omnium fidelium defunctorum.’ It was
hidden in a lake there at the Dissolution, discovered some two centuries later and eventually
bought by a prebendary of Southwell, whose
widow gave it to the Minster in 1805. ND
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Editorial

W

hat might the Church of
England look like in a
decade? This might be said
to be the million pound question, especially given central church bodies are releasing millions of pounds towards the
re-evangelisation (or perhaps the evangelisation) of England. It is to be hoped that
if these projects work then the Christian
communities of England will have grown
or at least remained stable. What place
might the Catholic Movement have in
this re-evangelising church?
One of the important ways this can
be done is in finding ways to make new
adult disciples of Jesus Christ. We need
to find new ways of engaging with a generation who may have had little or no religious education and who are coming
into contact with the church for the first
time. As a movement we need to be providing appropriate catechetical material
that is engaging and easy to use. It is also
important to empower the whole people
of God in this work of making new disciples so that both clergy and laity alike are
engaged in the work of teaching and guiding. We should not forget that the Lord,
in sending out the disciples, sent them
out in pairs, so that one could support
and sustain the other in the Christian
journey. The first step in walking the way
of discipleship is to make sure the new
disciple is accompanied by another
Christian.
From these first seeds of Christian
Discipleship we hope will grow new Eucharistic communities. Our Evangelical
brothers and sisters have great skill in
planting new communities and growing
them. Their priests and people are willing
to make a commitment to leave the comfort and security of one church community and building; and seek to build a new
community elsewhere. In doing this we
need to find way to ensure that our
parishes are centres of excellence in
Catholic evangelism, hospitality, service,
and witness. There is so much good work
going on, we simply need to find new

ways to speak about it and to train others
in doing this work. If we are to find a way
to model across all our parishes these
models of excellence then we will not
only need to share ideas but we will need
to share resources. Whilst the practical
resources such as courses and plans will
be easier to come by the harder resource
to share will be the people who can be
trained and strategically placed to ensure
that the best work can be done. This will
mean our parishes will have join together
in mission partnerships in order to share
the resources, for example, or a youth
worker or missioner; or someone working in adult education. This is already
happening in many of our parishes but it
will need to happen in more if we are to
build new and vibrant Eucharistic communities as well as resourcing our current
parish structures,
If we can get this emphasis on making
Christian disciples right and if we can
find a way to reach out to our young people then we might just have the means to
face the next challenge. Put simply we
need more vocations; both to the priesthood and also, perhaps more importantly,
to live out faithful lives as Catholic Christians. We need to find ways to reach
speak about the vocation to the priesthood across our country and to attract
men from all backgrounds to consider
their call to the priestly vocation. If we
can do this then we will be able to ensure
we have enough vocations to fill our
parishes and to reach out and plant other
communities as well.
So, there are the challenges we are
faced with for the future – how to we
grow disciples, how to we grow new Eucharistic communities, and how do we
supply these new communities with
priests and lay leaders. There are no
quick or easy answers to these questions.
We need to begin with prayer and move
forward. Now is the moment to begin
this work, it will take time but if we fail
to act now we risk the whole work of
evangelism being taken away from us and
being side-lined in an increasingly ‘liberal
evangelical’ church that has very little
concern for what matters to us. ND

the way we live now
Christopher Smith tries to organize his Lenten discipline—and keep to it

H

ere we are, at the last chance kept it up for the whole month but, then Jesus withdraws to the desert for a pesaloon before the start of again, how do our Lenten disciplines riod of quarantine, literally a period of
Lent. Have you got your usually work out?
forty days. There are a handful of other
Lenten disciplines sorted out? Do you
`A few years ago, the Church of Eng- characters around, one of whom seems
know what you’re giving up? In my land ran a Lent campaign which gener- on the face of it the embodiment of evil.
parish, there is a persistent anecdote ated headlines like, ‘Lent should be more And the portrayal of the young Jesus, litwhich does the rounds every year of an light-hearted, says CofE.’ Well, I think I tle more than a boy anxious to prove
unnamed St Alban’s regular who was so might unfashionably suggest that, to do himself before the God whom he seeks
moved by a Lenten sermon
to encounter in the wilderness,
that he decided to give up not
is moving, if not theologically
I
might
unfashionably
suggest
that,
to
do
only the lemon in his gin and
orthodox.
tonic, but also the tonic. Now
Crace’s premise, set out at the
Lent properly, we ought to be making it
of course that’s a good line,
beginning of the book, is that a
more difficult.
and many of us have probaman could not survive for
bly cracked a similar joke at
longer than thirty days in the
some point; I might claim to be giving up Lent properly, we ought to be making it desert without food or water, and that
spirits, even though I hardly ever drink more difficult, because in some small he could not remain conscious for longer
spirits. Similarly, you might claim to be way (but in a way which we ought to than twenty-five. And he describes
giving up chocolate, even though you feel) we are trying to join our suffering, vividly the trial through which the
hardly ever eat it. But, I’m afraid, none our mortification, to that of the Lord young man puts himself in the scorching
of those really pass muster as a Lenten himself, whose suffering on the cross heat of the wilderness, with no food,
penance—and we know it!
leads to our redemption. And, of course, with no water, as his skin begins to dry
I continue to be amused by the idea the Lord’s suffering starts right at the be- out and bruise, and his whole system beof ‘Dry January.’ This is a kind of secular ginning of his ministry, in the desert. He gins to shut down as his body begins to
attempt at doing Lent, but doing it after is led by the Spirit into the wilderness decay from within. ‘How cruelly his
having over-indulged during Advent, (‘driven’ by the Spirit, says St Mark), body would begin to eat itself as his muswhich has taken the place of (actual)
cles and his liver and his kidneys fought
Christmas in the secular world as the
for fuel like squalid desert boys battling
time to celebrate (err...) something. Peofor a piece of wood.’ And, at the point
ple organize parties and meet friends
where he can barely retain consciousand drink too much, and now feel they
ness, into his consciousness comes the
need to ‘dry out’ for a month in the new
tempter, the evil one.
year. It makes me think rather of T.E.
So often in scripture it is the devil
Hulme’s idea of ‘spilt religion.’ Hulme
who recognizes Jesus for who he really
died on the Western Front in 1917 havis. Yet this Son of God is weak to the
ing just turned 34, a critic and something
point of death, not spared the weakness
of a philosopher, an atheist with more
of the body any more than he is spared
than a little sympathy for the faith he
the temptations of the evil one. How
had left behind. This, published posthunear it all is to the time when the same
mously in Speculations: Essays on Humanvulnerable man will hang on the cross,
ism and the Philosophy of Art, could and, in what always seems to me a mas- weak to the point of death, and be
almost be by C.S. Lewis: ‘The instincts terful understatement by both Matthew tempted by the passers-by, the chief
that find their right and proper outlet in and Luke, after fasting for forty days and priests, the scribes and the elders: ‘Let
religion must come out in some other nights, he was hungry. But what hunger him come down now from the cross, and
way. You don’t believe in a God, so you that must have been! And worse besides. we will believe in him.’
begin to believe that man is a god. You
I was quite moved some years ago by
And perhaps, in all this, being mildly
don’t believe in Heaven, so you begin to a novel by Jim Crace called Quarantine. put out during Lent does not seem so
believe in a heaven on earth. In other Now, I suspect I might not care terribly difficult. If we can, in some small way,
words, you get romanticism... Romanti- much for Jim Crace if I met him, but his join our penance to the sufferings of the
cism then, and this is the best definition writing is tight and evocative, and I don’t Lord, we will grow in holiness. Dry JanI can give of it, is spilt religion.’ Is that see why an atheist shouldn’t make a con- uary may be spilt religion, but now we
what ‘Dry January’ is? Spilt religion? I tribution to the way I view an aspect of are called to the real thing, our little
have yet to come across anyone who has the faith. In the book, a character named wilderness. ND
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views, reviews and previews
art
Bill ViolA/MicHelAngelo:
life DeAtH ReBiRtH
is at the Royal Academy until 31 March
2019
At the entrance to this show its curators
state that they are not making a comparison between two artists born five hundred years apart, working in different
media and in very different cultures. But
they do believe Michelangelo and Bill
Viola have shared themes, and Viola was
much taken when he saw the Queen’s
collection of Michelangelo drawings at
Windsor Castle. A number of those fine
display pieces have been graciously lent
by Her Majesty along with a drawing
from the British Museum. The Academy’s beautiful Taddei Tondo is also on
show. However, the bulk of the exhibition is video works by Viola which reflect the themes of life, death and rebirth
which, it is said, are also found in
Michelangelo.
The comparison has its limits. Viola
is not a specifically confessional artist
though he does have spiritual concerns.
His work either evokes an eventless
sense of time or suggests moments of
change which may be spiritual or physical. In this exhibition he particularly focuses on the cycle of birthlife-death-rebirth, a cycle familiar from
Eastern religions.
By contrast, Michelangelo was a
Christian who moved in Neo-Platonist
circles, and his work and his worldview
is much richer. It is quite possible he believed in new life for the soul but, as the
show artlessly puts it, his resurrected
Christ is paradoxically physical. And
one of his most famous works, larger
even than Viola’s screens, features the
Last Judgment; there’s nothing timeless
or cyclical about the souls being carried
off to hell in the Sistine Chapel.
Au fond, the Christian’s rebirth in
Christ in time is very different from
Viola’s rebirth after time. And, despite
the curators, it’s doubtful that Michelan22 ■ newdirections ■ March 2019

gelo believed that the sinless Christ was
born to die in the way sinful mankind is.
But at least both artists do show bodies
rising and falling.
Another theory of the curators’ is that
Michelangelo’s late drawings of the crucifixion are intentionally indeterminate,
and that they reflect the artist’s views on
the dissolution of the body, perhaps also
a sense of the dissolution of truth. An ordinary person might look at these very
fine drawings and think the artist was
just working up the position of Christ’s
arms.

The curators’ further claim that the
drawings on show represent the artist’s
most personal work needs nuance. The
highly finished drawings are very beautiful—the head of the Nemean lion is
gloriously shaggy, the roundedness and
fullness of the female limbs is gorgeous—but the late sculptures of the
Pietá (not on show here) are much more

profound. Not only do they include the
artist himself, but they reflect one of the
dearest themes of Michelangelo, Mary
cradling her son, not so he can go back
in her womb as the show crassly suggests
(cf. John 3.4), but because of the pity of
it. Alongside Michelangelo the Neo-Platonist we should place Michelangelo the
spiritalis whose devotion to the Passion
of the Lord had an almost mediaeval intensity.
But set aside the conceptual question
marks and the exhibition is worth it for
the works by Michelangelo. Sadly, it is
not structured in a way to encourage
looking at them, as in many sitting
rooms the goggle box dominates everything else. And given the size of his
works it is inevitable that the gallery
space is set up for Viola. Indeed, the
large empty rooms, the huge screens, the
enveloping dark and the amniotic fluid
all feel a little like a contemporary production of the beginning of ‘Rheingold.’
It’s no surprise then that there is a ‘Tristan’ video or that Viola makes almost as
great a demand on our time as Wagner.
Is Viola a great spiritual artist? His
videos have been bought by Anglican
cathedrals and he is very popular. Technically his work it is no longer as innovative as it once was, and there are only
so many times slowly pouring water reversed can have an impact. There is a
hint of goopiness too, especially in the
Nantes trilogy—natural birth, beards,
no visible pain meds. And though it is of
course very incarnational to see beauty
in newborn babies and elderly bodies,
they’re not always aesthetically pleasing.
As Helena Bonham-Carter observed,
there comes a point in life when discretion is only fair. Michelangelo would
have agreed. He may have carved himself in old age, but he much preferred
fine young limbs. He found in that preference an ethical conflict which quickened his spiritual vision under the
shadow of divine judgement. Ethics
don’t come into it for Viola. For him
transcendence just happens, even if his
videos require a lot of time in the making, and in the watching.
Owen Higgs

books
A HistoRy of AnglicAn
exoRcisM
Deliverance and Demonology in
church Ritual
Francis Young, I. B. Tauris
2018
A road sign outside one of my churches
points the way to the ‘SNU Church’. Before I arrived in the parish I did not
know that ‘SNU’ stood for ‘Spiritualist
National Union’, but it didn’t take me
long to find out. Frequently, people looking for the spiritualists’ meeting come
into our church during the Tuesday
evening mass: of course, we always try to
persuade them to stay with us instead.
Belief in the paranormal is widespread
and deeply held in many of the communities which our parishes serve, (the
post-industrial north, in my case). Requests for house blessings are frequent
and earnest, following apparent disturbances in people’s homes; and often
parish priests will discover that those requesting such blessings have been dabbling with seances, Tarot cards, or
psychic mediums, often put on as entertainment in a local pub. I do more house
blessings per year than weddings! With
all this mind, Francis Young’s book
should be required reading for all parish
clergy, not just those diocesan ‘deliverance ministers/teams’ to whom much of
this ministry has been professionally assigned since the 1970s. Young argues
that ever since the Reformation, the
Church of England’s response to such
phenomena, and particularly the most
extreme manifestations of the possession of individuals by demons or evil
spirits, has been at best confused. His
book then at least partly attempts to inform an ongoing discussion from the historical perspective.
This is apparently the first history of
the Church of England’s practice in this
area (in recent years, Young has written
similar histories for the Roman Catholic
Church), and as such the volume provides ample resources for further study:
a chronology of key events; a introduction offering a definition of exorcism, a

brief account of its history from the New
Testament to the Reformation, and a
summary of the content and argument
of the subsequent chapters; an extensive
bibliography; and an appendix of Danish
material adopted by the Nonjurors in
1711. (Surely further appendices of
other relevant historical texts would be
welcome, perhaps in a future edition?).
As he explains in his introduction,
Young ‘approaches exorcism from the
perspective of church history as an ecclesiastical process, concentrating on exorcists and the theological, canonical and
liturgical development of their processes’,
and taking a chronological approach to
the topic. He stresses that wider questions such as the history of demonic possession are, strictly speaking, beyond the
book’s scope. Yet although liturgical and
canonical processes provide the framework, Young inevitably engages with
broader questions, and much interest
derives from this. The surprising fact
that the late medieval church did not
practise exorcism of individuals, relying
instead both on the liturgical exorcism
of catechumens before Baptism and on
the power of holy objects (sacramentals
such as holy water, saints’ relics and
blessed objects), raises fascinating questions about the relationship of late medieval sacramental theology to popular
practice. The effective suppression of exorcism under the Canons of 1604 is, as
Young reveals, illustrative of several important trends over at least the next two
centuries. The prevailing attitude of theological cessationism among the 17th and
18th century hierarchy, (the belief, derived from continental Calvinism and

later Rationalism, that miracles ceased
with the death of the last apostle), apparently rendered exorcism both impossible
and unnecessary; similar views were to
be heard among the arguments against
exorcism from Anglican liberals in the
mid-20th century. There was also the ongoing suspicion of religious activities,
such as communal prayer and fasting,
which were not sanctioned or directed
by episcopal authority; whether they
originated with Puritan groups,
Methodist connexions (or indeed modern Pentecostalism), or at the other end
of the theological spectrum, with Nonjurors and Anglo-Catholics. Young portrays all these trends as placing the
Church of England on a back foot when
facing the spiritual challenges of the
modern era: 19th century encounters of
English Anglicans with non-European
cultures convinced of the reality both of
the spirit world and of personified evil;
the arrival and growth of Spiritualism in
Britain after 1852 and particularly after
the mass mortality of the First World
War; the late 20th century fascination
with the so called ‘new age’ and the occult; even the 1970s film ‘The Exorcist!’
Young generally presents a nuanced
picture of bishops and clergy attempting
to respond with compassion and pastoral wisdom to the often bizarre situations presented to them. Only in his later
chapters, where he recounts recent debate over such questions as ‘deliverance
ministry’ versus exorcism (the one being
a comprehensive programme, the other
a specific act), or over the production of
reports such as A Time to Heal and the
directives of Common Worship, does his
narrative feel a little like denominational
point-scoring.
Nonetheless, Young has produced a
much-needed scholarly work, both lucid
and lively: along the way we are introduced to a host of eccentric clerical characters, including the ‘ghost-layers’
familiar from English folk memory, and
also to compelling and sometimes disturbing contemporary accounts of their
ministry to the distressed. Readers of
this journal will be gratified to know that
the recent Anglican revival of what is
now termed ‘deliverance ministry’ was
largely shaped by prominent, traditional
Anglo-Catholics in the mid-20th century,
such as Gilbert Shaw and Max PetitMarch 2019 ■ newdirections ■ 23

pierre who responded both to their own
liturgical and historical scholarship and
to their mature understanding of the
pastoral needs of their times; needs
which had simply not been met by a
church which still refused to pray for the
dead. Young reproduces a short, moving
piece from Petitpierre’s writing which
eloquently sums up both a Catholic understanding of exorcism, and that overwhelming trust in God’s grace which
must surround any work to save souls.
‘[N]obody can be possessed by anybody but God...Previously [to the 16th
century] exorcism had been a far from
dramatic action- simply a prayer to the
Lord to cleanse persons of evil influences.... there is no need for dramatic behaviour, no need to shout... It is only
necessary to say quietly, “In the name of
the Lord Jesus I command you to go,
harming no one”- and go the demon
must.’

John Livesley

tHe oRDeR of tHe DAy
Éric Vuiard
Picador 2019 £12.99
ISBN 978-1-50988-9969-100
September of this year sees the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of World War
II. As the centenary commemorations
for the Great War recede, that second
great conflict of the 20th century comes
into closer focus.
Éric Vuillard is a French filmmaker
and author. This, his latest book, was
published in his native language in 2017
winning the premier literary award of
the Prix Goncourt, and is now published
in its English translation, splendidly realised, by Mark Polizzotti.
It is a sharply-focused, taut, searing
re-appraisal of several key events in the
run up to the outbreak of the War. This
series of vivid vignettes begins with an
ominous gathering of German businessmen (Krupp and Vögler among them)
representing major manufacturing industry (IG Farben, Siemens, Telefunken) with Hermann Göring. Both he
and those businessmen were standing “at
the gates of Hell.” The room was full of
cigar smoke and cynical complacency,
and not a small degree of avarice.
In a later chapter, Göring,
grotesquely jovial, also appears alongside
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Lord Halifax in hunting attire. The tall,
austere, aristocratic, gentlemanly Halifax and the pantomime dame that was
Göring make a highly unlikely couple,
worlds apart. All Halifax’s undoubted
qualities did not equip him to deal with
such a fully-blown charlatan. That tragicomic pairing gives way to a darker confrontation between Hitler and the
hapless Austrian Chancellor Kurt
Schuschnigg: screamed at and browbeaten into abject surrender. On his return to Vienna, he faced a stubbornly
uncooperative President, hitherto a cipher. Freed from the baleful presence of
Hitler, the Austrian Chancellor tried to
finesse the surrender of his country. It
was of no avail. The abject Schuschnigg
earns little sympathy from the author.
His own authoritarian bureaucratic past
had come back to haunt and subjugate
him.
The power of the Germany Army
was unleashed by Hitler to effect the
Anschluss. Vuillard’s chapter on how
this Blitzkrieg fizzled and stalled, beset
by mechanical failure and incompetence
is bleakly funny. While this invasion cum
annexation was plodding its way to Vienna, and Hitler visiting his birthplace
and adolescent haunts, the German
Ambassador to the Court of St James
was being wined and dined at 10, Downing Street as he prepared to leave to take
up his new post as Foreign Minister.
Neville Chamberlain presided, Winston
Churchill attended, but Ribbentrop
dominated the table as he talked and
talked. During the course of dinner
Chamberlain had received a note telling
him of the German army’s movements

and advance. Ribbentrop realised this
and knew that the Prime Minister
would wish to conclude the dinner and
attend to the developing crisis. He kept
talking and played on British good manners to listen. Eventually he released his
hosts, exchanged knowing smiles with
his wife: mission accomplished.
Farce and tragedy walk hand in
hand through this short, compelling
book. One of the threnodies in the book
is the author’s bewilderment at how decent, if flawed, individuals (he has little
time and only qualified sympathy for the
Austrian Chancellor) could not see
through these dishonest vulgarians and
dangerous psychotics. The dilemma was
not new then and persists still. A fallen
world and a flawed humanity make the
world what it is and politicians as well as
the rest of us have to deal with the flotsam and jetsam that the processes of
human relations, movements and
philosophies produces.
The writing is declamatory and urgent, peppered with lightening-bolts of
coruscating scorn and vituperation. It is,
I think, an important book and even if
there are some minor blemishes of
naivety, it ought not to be ignored.
William Davage

tHe ResHAping of BRitAin
church and state since the 1960s
- A personal Reflection
Cliﬀord Hi
Wilberforce Publications 2018 £12
ISBN 978 0 9956832 9 7 345pp
‘Tell my people I love them’ is an unforgettable prophetic word granted to Clifford Hill in the 1980s when he saw a
father, at risk to his own life, rescue his
daughter from falling over an Alpine
precipice. It provides an analogy for the
love of God who allowed his own Child,
Jesus, to go beyond the edge into death
for our salvation. I’ve used that story
many times and value the prophet who
received that vision even if like most
prophets he is nothing comfortable. In
his magnum opus Hill charts the course
of the UK over the last 60 years with a
note of ‘I told you so’. Not that he sees
prophecy as telling the future so much
as applying the Bible to current affairs,
but you can’t avoid seeing the book as a
chronicle of lost opportunities for the

UK church, notably by former Archbishops of Canterbury. Himself a congregationalist Hill has worked closely
with several of these due to his passion
for community-based evangelism picked
up initially by Donald Coggan after his
Call to the Nation in 1978.

Clifford Hill’s passion for justice and
Jesus make a fascinating mix as do his
solid academic qualifications in both sociology and theology. His ministry has
been in multi-ethnic congregations and
he retains oversight of an inner-city
church. With Monica his wife he has
seen church growth at home and abroad,
particularly in China and Indonesia
where persecution from Communism
and Islam respectively have paradoxically fuelled astonishing tales of revival.
In Britain, the enemies to faith are far
more subtle. They include unbelief
within the church and complacency
about searching for and finding what
God wants in localities, across denominations and for our nation. What I liked
especially about ‘The Reshaping of
Britain’ is Hill’s dealing under God with
almost every divisive issue from witchcraft, pornography, divorce and Sunday
trading to abortion, the National Lottery, Human Fertilisation, Same Sex
marriage and Brexit. I found myself
agreeing with most of the lines taken
mainly because they chimed in with the
faith of the church through the ages.
That reminded me of the scripture verse
which speaks of the church being
‘founded upon the apostles and prophets’
(Ephesians 3:20).

‘Yes - and’ will be a typical response
to this provocative book. With Hill, yes,
I lament the loss of legal endorsement of
traditional Christian morality and I
recognise how particular interest groups
have worked with secularists to effect
this. Yes, Jesus is universal Saviour and as
‘the true light that enlightens everyone’
( John 1:9) his truth is present to a limited extent in some other faiths, so criticism of Donald Coggan’s successors is
overstated. Yes, charismatics can be experience oriented, and it remains the
case that many churchgoers are in need
of waking up to God. Yes ‘drawing together Bible believing Christians in small
groups and re-energising their prayer life
as they study the word of God together’
is key. The church is a grassroots movement, yes, and it is also an institution
founded by Christ with a promise that
‘the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it’ (Matthew 16:16). The visible
church, not least the majority of Christians who are either Roman Catholic or
Orthodox, and who get little mentioned
in this book, are beloved of God in their
frailty.
In short, yes to prophets and yes to
apostles! God has used, does and will always use prophets - in my judgement including Clifford Hill - to speak truth to
apostolic power. As he concludes, a new
openness to truth in our society presents
Christians with timely opportunities to
be similarly prophetic in announcing
God’s unending and unbreakable love to
all whom they know. A witness to the
truth which will indeed help reshape our
nation for good.
John Twisleton

RoyAl Bones AnD Holy Books
Eamon Duﬀy
ISBN 978-0-905195-24-7
CARE 2018, £8, 168pp
Exploring English medieval Christianity through a collection of essays and lectures, Eamon Duffy predicates his
analysis on the view that ‘Christianity is
a material religion’. Reflecting wider historiographical trends in the modern
academy, Duffy seeks to illustrate how
English Catholicism of the Middle Ages
was vibrant and dynamic.
After reading Duffy’s book, how-

ever, I was profoundly frustrated at what
I considered to be its incoherence and
disjointed structure. Whilst recognising
the essence of the book to be a collection
of disparate essays and lectures, I wished
for the introduction and conclusion to
draw out some general arguments relating to English medieval Christianity.
The four-page introduction and absent
conclusion unfortunately did not
achieve this.

At times, I was taken aback that as
distinguished a historian as Duffy could
admit, ‘It is all so elusive’. So often, we
seek clarity from reading the culmination of years of research conducted by
scholars like Duffy. What is more, in his
chapter on the Black Death, Duffy
rather frustratingly dwelt on the biology
of the disease in excessive detail. I must
quote the following in full to illustrate
this point: the Black Death, describes
Duffy, was ‘a combination of bubonic
and pneumonic plague caused by the
bacteria Y.pestis or Pasteurella pestis, and
spread by the bite of the rat flea, Xenopsylla chepsis. The intestine of fleas infected with bubonic plague fills with
congealed blood. The flea becomes voraciously hungry, and so more than usually aggressive. Because of its full gut, it
regurgitates infected matter into its victims at every bite, and so the plague
spreads.’ Not a chapter to be read before
eating that is for sure!
Elsewhere, Duffy returns to familiar
themes from his earlier seminal work,
The Stripping of the Altars, which contributed greatly to challenging traditional assumptions that late medieval
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English Roman Catholicism was unpopular and ripe for Protestant reformation.
In Royal Books and Holy Bones, Duffy restates his belief that the Reformation
was essentially negative, especially that
instituted by Edward VI who here, like
elsewhere, is the “villain” of the story.
Mary I, on the other hand, emerges
from Duffy’s work in a supremely positive light.
Throughout the book, Duffy offers
some seemingly contradictory thoughts.
For instance, at one point he argues the
Reformation resulted in ‘whole libraries’
being ‘lost’ with countless books ‘ripped
up or burned as the superstitious rags of
popery’. Yet, quite literally in the next
sentence, Duffy states that fortunately
many ‘medieval books endure still in
their thousands’. It seems, then, that not
all books were regarded by the Reformers as ‘rags of popery’. Indeed, recent
work by scholars like Alexandra Walsham has sought to challenge Duffy’s
simplistic interpretation of the Reformation as one of total, cataclysmic destruction and instead assert that even
Reformed forms of Christianity valued
the material.
Fundamentally, I believe Duffy’s
work suffers from an inbuilt weakness.
The book ranges too widely across time
and theme, leaving the reader exasperated at times by the sudden changes in
focus between chapters. Statements that
admit ‘there is no room here to flesh this
argument out in detail’ encapsulate precisely this problem. Rather than addressing themes in the magisterial detail
Duffy is perfectly capable of (see his
Stripping of the Altars for proof of this),
Royal Bones and Holy Books seeks to cover
too much ground, ultimately resulting in
weaker analysis than the author offers
elsewhere.
As a recent graduate of the Oxford
History School, I was taught not to give
full vent to my own particular ideological and theological convictions in my
writing. A degree of objectivity was emphasised, leading to more dispassionate
and less partisan analysis. Duffy quite
clearly rejects this. In this book, there are
clear “heroes” and “villains”. Here, he
sometimes even veers into grinding
modernist axes, such as what he perceives to be the Roman Catholic
Church’s current ‘coyness’ towards what
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he calls the ‘spiritual potency’ of ‘sanctified matter’. Duffy, then, does not confine himself to interpreting the past but
offers the reader some of his personal
views concerning present-day areas of
contention and debate.
All that being said, a number of individual chapters were genuinely enlightening to read. Duffy’s work on the
Crusades (“Holy Terror”) and the cult of
the Saints were both enjoyable and
thought-provoking. Unfortunately, such
isolated chapters of distinction and interest felt detached from the rest of the
book, with little in the way of any serious
and sustained overriding thesis running
through the work. The fact each chapter
deals with what any reasonable person
would regard as weighty subjects should
have meant the structure of Duffy’s book
reflected this. Instead, the reader, whilst
undoubtedly enjoying individual chapters, reaches the end of the book feeling
none the wiser about the metanarratives
of English medieval Christianity other
than the notion that it was ‘a material religion’. It undeniably was, but most of us
probably knew that already.
Thomas Cotterill

tHe sHAtteRing of loneliness
on christian Remembrance
Erik Varden (Bloomsbury)

eAVesDRopping
learning to pray with those who
talked to Jesus
Henry Martin (DLT)
Lent books seem to come in two types.
There’s the deep-dive read which focuses on a particular theme, idea or
writer. Then there is the daily companion type which lashes us to the Lenten
calendar and ensures we observe it fully.
Fortunately, this year seems to be a
bumper crop of new titles to choose
from when it comes to Lent reading.
The Abbot of Mount Saint Bernard
in Leicestershire, Dom Erik Varden
OCSO, has given us one of those profound, spiritual texts which is a wholly
rewarding and satisfying piece of work
for the penitential season. The Shattering
of Loneliness is his deep (but not lengthy)
six-chapter meditation on meeting God,
almost prayerlike in its ‘our hearts shall
not rest until they rest in thee’ convic-

tion. Where ego is present in this book,
it’s self-awareness and not pride or vanity.
It’s fitting that he speaks compellingly in an early chapter of the importance of humility, along with the
need for it. But not in a didactic way.
Movingly, he writes about his own understanding of being humble – ‘Humility is an antidote [to ambition]. It
represents a preferential option for
keeping one’s feet on the ground’. Speaking throughout in the first-person plural,
we, he makes the point, have a collective
responsibility to our shared humanity,
and we are all creatures of our CreatorGod. In this too are we called to ‘ownership’ of our identity, but also our promise
and potential. It is a hallmark of his
crafted and nuanced prose that there are
traces here and there of the self-helpjourney style, yet his simplicity and directness counterbalance any risk of a
descent into mawkish sentimentality.
Instead, there is near-catharsis here; the
idea that Varden had to write this book,
out of obedience and witness, and could
do no other.
Each chapter takes a ‘remember’
commandment as its starting point:
dust, a slave in Egypt, the lesson of Lot’s
wife, in remembrance of me, and so on.
Reflective and informed, Varden shows
himself to be grounded in the arts (particularly literature and music) but also
Patristics, the Classics, Scripture, languages (with thrilling insights on etymology), the monastic tradition,
European culture, liturgy, catechesis,
sacramentality, and ordinary lives. The
quest for truthfulness and authenticity

runs throughout like marbling. ‘Monks
and nuns hope, by their lives, by their
prayers, to invite fellow seekers to look
up, to find their hearts touched by a
deep remembrance of God’s original caress. To remember in this way is to
awaken to hope. And to find comfort
that does not deceive,’ he says at the close
of the first chapter.
St Benedict and St Bernard obviously get a look in, but we are also
treated to an excursus on Stig Dagerman, then St Mary of Egypt and Father
Zossima, likewise Anna Akhmatova,
Tolstoy’s Father Sergius, Athanasius, and
Andreï Makine. His poignant Afterword introduces Varden’s native Norwegian poet, Olaf Bull. Some of these
names will be new to many, and in the
gentle, scholarly hands of Varden their
lives, gifts, example, perception all bring
something new and fresh to the vision of
how being alone is absorbed in the divine. There is also something of the European tradition in Varden. It’s
reminiscent of a writer like Stefan Zweig
who fluently moved between cultures,
ideas, places, utterly at home in a shared
identity and heritage. Varden’s literary
references give us that, along with his
rootedness in the Church Catholic,
Latin and Orthodox alike. As he observes: ‘For to remain [delivered] in that
place of light, I must know I am a guest
brought in out of darkness. I must learn
to respond to grace with grace, to take
nothing for granted, and so be able to receive all as gift.’
This is not a book to gulp down or
try ploughing through. Rather, it is for
long, slow sips. Just one chapter on its
own provides far more depth and texture than we are used to experiencing in
so much public theology today. It stands
quietly opposed to the tweet-mad, social
media-post-obsessed culture of superficiality and momentary engagement. It is
one of those books that stays with you,
and will surely prove a friend in years to
come.
The daily companion type, and absolutely grounded in everyday life, is
Henry Martin’s Eavesdropping – Learning
to pray from those who talked to Jesus. A
priest in the Diocese of Manchester,
Martin has worked in Dagenham, Salford, and most recently as lead chaplain
at HMP Strangeways. There’s a conver-

sational facility to his approach that will
be appreciated by many. In essence, he
has tapped into two major concerns at
the heart of belief for a great number of
people. Namely: how do I square this
(whatever is going on) with my faith, and
how do I relate it to prayer? ‘Lord, I believe, help my unbelief ’ he says is the
entry point, for we can all feel confused
or inadequate when praying. ‘Someone
else said it long before we were born,’ he
notes in his introduction, ‘We picked it
up, while eavesdropping on a conversation in the Gospels’.
The great strength of this book is
that it gently feels its way with the reader
through Lent, even beginning on Shrove
Tuesday because ‘This book will not
help with fasting. It offers no advice on
what not to consume...Lent for me is this
simple…a season for us to draw closer to
God’ – he helpfully sets out his stall. Although the text for that day is John 2.2:

they have no more wine! In a way, this establishes the tone for the book, which is
often surprising. Sometimes there are
exercises (particularly helpful if this is
being read as a group) ‘but only where
this seemed natural,’ he says. The point
is touchingly made on Mothering Sunday in a note that ‘today some just cannot join in’, although a question at the
end of Passion Sunday’s section, the following week, is ‘How would our praying
be changed, by our coming to God as
children calling out to Our Mother?’.
This would need both providence and
sensitivity for a group discussion, but it
is an example of how Martin can challenge and frequently call us away from
settled, comfortable viewpoints, to look
at things from another perspective.
Authors such as JK Rowling, CS
Lewis, and Hardy are brought into dialogue with real lives and issues including
how we are with art, politics, social
media, LGBTQ+ people, other faiths,
those we find difficult. This unstinting
honesty and faithful stability in the
gospel imperative is one of the most endearing traits of the book. He’s very good
on Holy Week, too, when many authors
might lose steam. Perhaps, because each
entry recasts the theme of the text with
the ‘How does this help with prayer?’
question, we have focus along with the
space to reflect and grow. Not forced but
certainly encouraging. His inclusion of
Jesus’ parable of the tax collector in
prayer (God, be merciful to me, a sinner!)
is illuminating. ‘And because he means
it, it is enough,’ he concludes. Amen!
Simon Walsh

Congratulations for Fr Darren
Smith on being made a Canon
in the Diocese of Mampong by
the Bishop the Rt Revd Dr Cyril
Kobina Ben-Smith.
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March Diary
Thurifer considers heritage

T

he first poem that I learned by heart, nursery rhymes
apart, was ‘Loveliest of Trees the Cherry Now.’ By
some remarkable failure of synapses I had come to
think it was by Walter de la Mare. Not so, as I was reminded
by a recent re-reading of ‘A Shropshire Lad’ by A. E. Housman.
It forms an envoi to Peter Parker’s book Housman Country: Into
the Heart of England. Housman suffered a breakdown when an
Oxford undergraduate but, after some wilderness years, became Professor of Classics at King’s College, London, then
Cambridge. Parker’s book, part biography, also examines
Housman’s relation to the Shropshire countryside, music his
poems inspired, and their influence on others. Like his academic career, his poetry took off slowly. He contributed financially to publication costs and took no royalties. Yet it was a
publishing sensation, and is still in print and strikingly influential: Morrissey and Inspector Morse are mentioned by
Parker. The poems especially influenced troops in the trenches
during World War I. A slim volume easily carried by all ranks,
its melancholy sense of loss, exile, forlorn love and penumbra
of doom spoke eloquently to that generation, though it was
written a decade before the outbreak of the Great War. Parker
visited places mentioned and alluded to, and offers topographical and architectural correction that does not detract from,
but rather enhances, Housman’s poetic imagination. I was
happy (c’est le mot juste?) to have returned to Housman after a
fifty-year lapse, reacquaint myself with his poetry, and recall
that sense of melancholic introspection of teenage years.
*
Mirabile dictu: who would have thought there were sufficient
eccentric Anglican clergymen to fill a book? Although of modest size and format, not a multi-volume set, the curate of Our
Lady and St Nicholas, Liverpool—Fergus Butler-Gallie—has
written a jeu d’esprit. Some familiar tales are winningly retold
and some fresh examples of the species are uncovered. In one
instance, however, our young author misses a trick and omits
the most egregious example of one of his subject’s eccentricity.
F. A. Simpson, Fellow and Dean of Trinity College, Cambridge,
was a historian, author of an unfinished study of the life and
times of Louis Napoleon (two of a projected four volumes: the
first well-received, the second less so). A clerical Don who had
reservations about the divinity of Christ (‘How can one believe
in the divinity of Our Lord when he was so unconscionably
rude to his mother?’), he had a small number of sermons that
were repeated for some fifty years. To surprise and consternation he was invited by Mervyn Stockwood (who became a controversial prelate) to preach at his consecration as Bishop of
Southwark in 1959. The anticipated anxieties were fully justified: the sermon resulted in a mixture of scandal and absurdity of kind in which the CofE excels. The Archbishop of
Canterbury (Fisher) described it as ‘deplorable.’ It insulted the
bench of bishops, animadverted to homosexuality, entirely ignored the bishop consecrated with Stockwood, and tread on
other toes. A vividly funny description is given of Simpson and
the events surrounding the sermon in the late Eric James’
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The Chapel at Keble College, Oxford

book, The House of my Friends: Memories and Reflections. He
wrote: ‘[T]he most memorable moment... came unexpectedly
in a passage on the gift of preaching. “To you, my brother, I
hesitate to say this, for to you has been given a measure of eloquence, a rare gift, a noble gift, although unharnessed it can be
a dangerous gift. But harnessed, not shackled, it will be all the
more valuable in your new office, since not many of that office
possess it.”’ Despite that omission, the vade mecum by Fergus
Butler-Gallie can be recommended. The book is snappily titled
A Field Guide to the English Clergy: A Compendium of Diverse Eccentrics, Pirates, Prelates and Adventurers; All Anglican, Some
Practising.
*
William Gibbs (1790–1875) was reputed to be the wealthiest
commoner in the kingdom. His fortune was based on guano:
his family firm had a near monopoly of its import into Europe
as a fertiliser. A philanthropic Anglo-Catholic, he contributed
generously to building Keble College, Oxford. At Tyntesfield
he commissioned Arthur Blomfield to design the magnificent
Gothic Revival chapel. Modelled on Sainte-Chapelle in Paris,
it may not achieve similar delicacy, but remains a fine example
of the architectural heritage of the Catholic Revival. The
house, a fascinating survival, vividly recalls that lost world of
high-Victorian life. Mark Girouard, architect and writer, said
that ‘there is no other Victorian country house which so richly
represents its age.’ If you have a ‘bucket list’ this should be on
it. It is open every day except Christmas Day. The last family
occupants were two bachelor brothers who had retreated to
two bedrooms. Neglect, by force of circumstances, ensued.
The house was in poor repair and needed major restoration.
The National Trust, by public appeal, received substantial donations from benefactors, significant grants from the National
Heritage Memorial Fund and National Lottery to buy the
house, contents and gardens. It remained open during protracted renovation and refurbishment as rooms have gradually
been revealed. I first saw it in those early days and returned
recently to see two floors now revealed as well as the glorious
chapel. Walks through woods and formal gardens also offer
much to visitors. Prices and costs in the restaurant, situated in
the former stables, are high (it is the National Trust after all)
but this is money well spent. And all because of guano! ND

THE NICENE CREED:
A FORTY DAY MEDITATION FOR LENT

W

ith a few exceptions, Baptism, for example, and where the Apostles’
Creed is a permitted alternative, we say, sing or hear the Nicene
Creed at Mass every Sunday or Solemnity. That liturgical repetition
allows the words to be embedded in our consciousness, to become part of the fabric
of our thought. There is, however, danger in over-familiarity that can result in a
mere mechanical recital of words and phrases that almost lose their meaning and
impact for us. The Nicene Creed particularly may be prone to that.
It is always useful and salutary, from time to time, to stand back, to reconsider
and rediscover their meaning and to refresh our understanding and, so strengthen
our faith. So familiar is the text, we forget that it is firmly grounded in Scripture.
The Fathers at the Council of Nicaea did not pluck phrases out of the air, they
were rooted in the scriptural texts.
This meditation takes the words and phrases of the Creed and provides their
scriptural basis and divides the Creed into forty sections suitable for a daily meditation during the Lenten season. There are no further prompts to our consideration and there is no necessity to restrict our meditation to the verses suggested.
Some may find it helpful to look beyond the individual verses to the context in
which they appear. Some words and phrases have more than one scriptural source
and not all need to inform our meditation. It can be tailored to the time and opportunity you have.
The Creed is offered in two forms, in Latin, and in the latest English translation
in the Roman Rite. Other translations, BCP, Common Worship, the former ICEL
translation may be substituted. Some may prefer “et homo factus est” rendered as
“was made man” rather than “became man”. Some may happily welcome back “consubstantial” instead of “of one Being.” No translation is likely to satisfy everybody:
chacun à son goût. Similarly, although the scriptural verses here are taken from
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible (RSV), which falls between the Jacobean
cadences of the Authorised (King James) Bible and the more demotic contemporary renderings, such as the Jerusalem Bible, other, versions may be substituted to
satisfy individual tastes.
Whatever resources we choose the common factor is the Nicene Creed as the
bedrock, the succinct summary of the faith that binds us within the fold of the
Church Catholic and Apostolic.
DAY 1
Credo in unum Deum,
I believe in one God,
“He is not God of the dead, but of the
living.” [S. Mark 12: 29]
“One God and Father of us all, who is
above all and through all and in all.”
[Ephesians 4: 6]

DAY 3
factorem caeli et terrae,
maker of heaven and earth,
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” [Genesis 1: 1]
“Thou didst create all things, and by thy
will they existed and were created.”
[Revelation 4: 11]

DAY 2
Patrem omnipotentem,
the Father almighty,
“I will be a father to you, and you shall
be my sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty.” [2 Corinthians 6: 18]

DAY 4
visibilium omnium et invisibilium,
of all things visible and invisible.
“For in him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominations or
principalities or authorities - all things
were created through him and for him.”
[Colossians 1: 16]

“By faith we understand that the world
was created by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made out of things
which do not appear.” [Hebrews 11: 3]
DAY 5
Et in unum Dominum Iesum Christum,
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
“For us there is one God, the Father,
from whom all things and for whom we
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and
through whom we exist.” [1 Corinthians
8: 6]
”One Lord, one faith, one baptism” [Ephesians 4: 5]
DAY 6
Filium Dei unigenitum, et ex Patre
natum,
born of the Father
“For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal
life.” [S. John 3 ; 16]
“And lo, a voice from heaven saying,
‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased.” [S. Matthew 3; 17]
DAY 7
ante omnia saecula,
before all ages.
“He is the image of the invisible God, the
first-born of all creation … He is before
all things, and in him all things hold together.” [Colossians 1” 15, 17]
DAY 8
Deum de Deo,
God from God,
“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.”
[S. John 1: 1-2]
DAY 9
lumen de Lumine,
Light from Light,
“In him was life, and the life was the light
of men … The true light that enlightens
every man was coming into the world.”
[S. John 1: 4, 9]
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DAY 10
Deum verum de Deo vero,
true God from true God,
“And we know that the Son of God has
come and has given us understanding, to
know him who is true; and we are in him
who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.” [1
John 5: 20]
DAY 11
genitum, non factum,
begotten, not made,
“No one has ever seen God; the only Son,
who is in the bosom of the Father, he has
made him known.” [S. John 1: 18]
DAY 12
consubstantialem Patri:
consubstantial with the Father;
“This is the message we have heard from
him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him is no darkness at all.” [1
John 1: 5]
“In him was life, and the life was the light
of men … The true light that enlightens
every man was coming into the world.”
[S. John 1: 4, 9]
DAY 13
per quem omnia facta sunt.
through him all things were made.
“All things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made
that was made.” [S. John 1: 3]
“For in him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominations or
principalities or authorities - all things
were created through him and for him.”
[Colossians 1: 16]
“For us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and
through whom we exist.” [1 Corinthians
8: 6]
“Thou, Lord, didst found the earth in
the beginning, and the heavens are the
work of thy hands.” [Hebrews 1: 10]
DAY 14
Qui propter nos homines et propter nostram salutem
For us men and for our salvation
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” [S. Matthew 1: 21]
“For God has not destined us for wrath,
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but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” [1 Thessalonians 5: 9]
“He has delivered us from the dominion
of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
[Colossians 1: 13-14]
DAY 15
descendit de caelis.
he came down from heaven,
“No one has ascended into heaven but he
who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man … He who comes from above is
above all; he who is of the earth belongs
to the earth, and of the earth he speaks;
he who comes from heaven is above all.”
[S. John 3: 13, 31]
“For I have come down from heaven, not
to do my own will, but the will of him
who sent me; and this is the will of him
who sent me, that I should lose nothing
of all that he has given me, but raise it up
at the last day.” [S. John 6: 38]

DAY 17
et homo factus est.
and became man.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth; we
have beheld his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father.” [S. John 1: 14]
“Since therefore the children share in
flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature, that through
death he might destroy him who has the
power of death, that is, the devil.” [Hebrews 2: 14]
DAY 18
Crucifixus etiam pro nobis
For our sake he was crucified
“He himself bore our sins in his body on
the tree, that we might die to sin and to
live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed.” [1 Peter 2: 24]
“Jesus cried again with a loud voice and
yielded up his spirit.” [S. Matthew 27: 50]
DAY 19
sub Pontio Pilato;
under Pontius Pilate,
“So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
released for them Barabbas; and having
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be
crucified.” [S. Mark 15: 15]
DAY 20
passus et sepultus est,
he suffered death and was buried,
“Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in
a clean linen shroud, and he laid it in his
own new tomb, which he had hewn in
the rock; and he rolled a great stone to
the door of the tomb, and departed.” [S.
Matthew 27: 59-60]

DAY 16
Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex
Maria Virgine
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary,
“And Mary said to the angel, ‘How shall
this be, since I have no husband?’ And
the angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God.’” [S. Luke 1:
34-35]

DAY 21
et resurrexit tertia die,
and rose again on the third day
“The Son of Man will be delivered into
the hands of men, and they will kill him;
and when he is killed , after three days
he will rise.” [S. Mark 9: 31]
“God raised him on the third and made
him manifest.” [Acts 10: 40]
DAY 22
secundum Scripturas,
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He opened their minds to understand
the scriptures and said to them, ‘Thus it
is written, that the Christ should suffer

and on the third day rise from the dead.”
[S. Luke 24: 45-46]
“I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received, that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance
with the scriptures.” [1 Corinthians 14:
3-4]
DAY 23
et ascendit in caelum,
He ascended into heaven
“As they were looking on, he was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight.” [Acts 1: 9]
DAY 24
sedet ad dexteram Patris.
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
“The Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to
them, was taken up into heaven and sat
down at the right hand of God.” [S. Mark
16: 19]
“From now on the Son of man shall be
seated at the right hand of the power of
God.” [S. Luke 22: 69]
DAY 25
Et iterum venturus est cum gloria,
He will come again in glory
“They will see the Son of man coming in
clouds with great power and glory.” [S.
Mark 13: 26
“When I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also.”
[S. John 14: 3]
“The Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first.” [1 Thessalonians 4” 16-17]
DAY 26
iudicare vivos et mortuos,
to judge the living and the dead
“The Son of man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay every man for what he has
done.” [S. Matthew 16: 27]
“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may receive good or evil, according to
what he has done in the body.” [2
Corinthians 5: 10]
“I charge you in the presence of God and

of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing and
his kingdom.” [2 Timothy 4: 1]
“They will give account to him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead.”
[1 Peter 4: 5]
DAY 27
cuius regni non erit finis.
and his kingdom will have no end.
“Of the Son he says, ‘Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever, the righteous sceptre
is the sceptre of thy kingdom.” [Hebrews
1: 8]
“There will be richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” [2 Peter
1: 11]

DAY 28
Et in Spiritum Sanctum,
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
“You shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you.” [Acts 1: 8]
“Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” [S.
Matthew 28: 19]
“I will pray the Father, and he will give
you another Counsellor, to be with you
for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know
him, for he swells with you, and will be
in you … The Counsellor, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you all things and
bring to your remembrance all that I
have said to you.” [S. John 14: 16-17, 26]
“When the Counsellor comes, whom I
shall send to you from the Father, even

the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from
the Father, he will bear witness to me;
and you have been with me from the beginning.” [S. John 15: 26-27]
“I tell youth truth: it is to your advantage
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Counsellor will will not come to you;
but if I go, I will send him to you. And
when he comes, he will convince the
world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: concerning sin, because
they do not believe in me; concerning
righteousness, because I go the Father,
and you will see me no more; concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world
is judged.” [S. John 16: 7-15]
“All are inspired by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.” [1 Corinthians 12:
11]
“The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for
we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with sighs too deep for words. And
he who searches the hearts of men
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.” [Romans
8: 26-27]
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” [Galatians
5: 22-23]
“While Peter was pondering the vision,
the Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three men
are looking for you. Rise and go down,
and accompany them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” [Acts 10: 1920]
“While they were worshipping the Lord
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them.’” [Acts
13: 2]
“The Holy Spirit also bears witness to us;
for after saying, ‘This is the covenant
that I will make with them after those
days, says the Lord: I will put my laws on
their hearts and write them on their
minds,’ then he adds, ‘I will remember
their sins and their misdeeds no more.’”
[Hebrews 10: 15-17]
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams, and
your young men shall see visions.” [ Joel
2: 28]
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DAY 29
Dominum et vivificantem:
the Lord, the giver of life,
“It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is
of no avail; the words that I have spoken
to you are spirit and life.” [S. John 6: 63]
“God has made us competent to be ministers of new covenant, not in a written
code but in the Spirit; for the written
code kills, but the Spirit gives life.” [2
Corinthians 3: 6]
DAY 30
qui ex Patre Filioque procedit.
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,
“When the Counsellor comes, whom I
shall send to you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from
the Father, he will bear witness to me.”
[S. John 15: 26]
“I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go
away, the Counsellor will not come to
you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”
[S. John 16: 7]
“It is not you who speak, but the Spirit
of your Father speaking through you.” [S.
Matthew 10: 20]
“Being exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has
poured out this which you see and hear.”
[Acts 2: 33]
“Because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
‘Abba. Father.” [Galatians 4: 6]
DAY 31
Qui cum Patre et Filio simul adoratur et
conglorificatur:
who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified,
“Will not the dispensation of the Spirit
be attended with greater splendour?” [2
Corinthians 3: 8
DAY 32
qui locutus est per prophetas.
who has spoken through the prophets.
“The prophets who prophesied of the
grace that was to be yours searched and
inquired about this salvation; they inquired what person or time was indicated by the Spirit of Christ within them
when predicting the sufferings of Christ
and the subsequent glory.” [1 Peter 1011]
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“The mystery of Christ, which was not
made known to the sons of men in other
generations as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit.” [Ephesians 3: 5]
DAY 33
Et unam,
I believe in one,
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism.” [Ephesians 4: 4-5]
“There is one bread, we who are many
are one body, for we al [partake of the
one bread.” [1 Corinthians 10: 17]
“I have other sheep, that are not of this
fold; I must bring them also, and they
will heed my voice. So there shall be one
flock, one shepherd.” [S. John 10: 16]
DAY 34
sanctam,
holy,
“As he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, we should be holy
and blameless before him.” [Ephesians 1:
4]
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, that he might present the
church to himself in splendour, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that
she might be holy and without blemish.”
[Ephesians 5: 25-27]
“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.”
[1 Peter 2: 9]
DAY 35
catholicam
catholic
“Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” [S. Matthew 28: 19]
“He taught, and said to them, ‘Is it not
written, “My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all the nations”?’” [S.
Mark 11: 17]
“You shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the
earth.” [Acts 1: 8]
“There were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,

devout men from every nation under
heaven.” [Acts 2: 5]
“You have heard before in the word of
truth, the gospel which has come to you,
as indeed in the whole world it is bearing
fruit snd growing - so among yourselves,
from the day you heard and understood
the grace of God in truth.” [Colossians 1:
5-6]
DAY 36
et apostolicam Ecclesiam.
and apostolic Church.
“I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the powers
of death shall not prevail against it.” [S.
Matthew 16: 18]
“I looked, and behold, a great multitude
which no man could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with pain branches in their hands.” [Revelation 7: 9]
“He who hears you hears me, and he
who rejects you rejects me, and he who
rejects me rejects him who sent me.” [S.
Luke 10: 16]
“Did I not choose you, the twelve?” [S.
John 6: 70]
“For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have
the same function, so we, though many,
are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.” [Romans 12:
4-5]
“There is one bread, we who are many
are one body, for we all partake of the
one bread.” [1 Corinthians 10: 17]
“You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the corner-stone.” [Ephesians 2: 19-20]
“You know how one ought to behave in
the household of God, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and
bulwark of the truth.” [1 Timothy 3: 15]
“This is why I left you in Crete, that you
might amend what was defective, and
appoint elders in every town as I directed you, if any man is blameless, the
husband of one wife, and his children are
believers and not open to the charge of
being profligate or insubordinate. For a
bishop, as God’s steward, must be blame-

less; he must not be arrogant or quicktempered or a drunkard or violent or
greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of
goodness, master of himself, upright,
holy, and self-controlled; he must hold
firm to the sure word as taught, so that
he may be able to give instruction in
sound doctrine and also to confute those
who contradict it.” [Titus 1: 5-9]
DAY 37
Confiteor unum baptisma
I confess one Baptism
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
[Ephesians 4: 5]
“By one Spirit we were all baptised into
one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
- and all were made to drink of one
Spirit.” [1 Corinthians 12: 13]
“As many of you as were baptised into
Christ have put on Christ.” [Galatians 3:
27]

DAY 38
in remissionem peccatorum
for the forgiveness of sins
“Why do you wait? Rise and be baptised,
and wash away your sins, calling on his
name.” [Acts 22: 16]
“You were buried with him in baptism,
in which you were also raised with him
through faith ninth working of God,
who raised him from the dead. And you
were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all
our trespasses.” [Colossians 2: 12-13]
DAY 39
Et exspecto resurrectionem mortuorum,
and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead
“We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have been united with him
in death like his, we shall certainly be

united with him in a resurrection like
his.” [Romans 6: 4-5]
“The Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call, and with the sound of a
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first.” [1 Thessalonians 4: 16]
DAY 40
et vitam venturi saeculi.
and the life of the world to come.
“According to his promise we wait for
new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.” [2 Peter 3: 13]
“The city lies foursquare, its length the
same as its breadth; and he measured the
city with his rod, twelve thousand stadia;
its length and breadth and height are
equal.” [Revelation 21: 16]
Amen.
William Davage
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Praying for those at rest
David Chislett reflects on the need to pray for the faithful departed

‘M

ay they rest in peace, and may light perpetual
shine upon them’ - those millions among whom
our friends are lost, those millions for whom we
cannot choose but pray; because prayer is a sharing in the love
of the heart of God, and the love of God is earnestly set towards the salvation of his spiritual creatures, by, through and
out of the fire that purifies them.
The arithmetic of death perplexes our brains. What can
we do but throw ourselves upon the infinity of God? It is only
to a finite mind that number is an obstacle, or multiplicity a
distraction. Our mind is like a box of limited content, out of
which one thing must be emptied before another can find a
place. The universe of creatures is queuing for a turn of our
attention, and no appreciable part of the queue will ever get a
turn. But no queue forms before the throne of everlasting
mercy, because the nature of an infinite mind is to be simply
aware of everything that is.
Everything is simply present to an infinite mind, because
it exists; or rather, exists because it is present to that making
mind. And though by some process of averaging and calculation I should compute the grains of sand, it would be like the
arithmetic of the departed souls, an empty sum; I could not
tell them as they are told in the infinity of God’s counsels, each
one separately present as what it is, and simply because it is.
The thought God gives to any of his creatures is not measured by the attention he can spare, but by the object for consideration they can supply. God is not divided; it is God, not a
part of God, who applies himself to the falling sparrow, and
to the crucified Lord. But there is more in the beloved Son
than in the sparrow, to be observed and loved and saved by
God. So every soul that has passed out of this visible world, as
well as every soul remaining within it, is caught and held in
the unwavering beam of divine care. And we may comfort ourselves for our own inability to tell the grains of sand, or to
reckon the thousands of millions of the departed.

The thought God gives to any of his
creatures is not measured by the attention
he can spare, but by the object for
consideration they can supply.

membership in the body of Christ. God is not content to care
for us each severally, unless he can also, by his Holy Spirit in
each one of us, care through and in us for all the rest. Every
one of us is to be a focus of that divine life of which the attractive power holds the body together in one.

The arithmetic of death perplexes our
brains. what can we do but throw
ourselves upon the infinity of God?
So even in the darkness and blindness of our present existence, our thought ranges abroad and spreads out towards
the confines of the mystical Christ, remembering the whole
Church of Christ, as well militant on earth as triumphant in
heaven; invoking angels, archangels and all the spiritual host.
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Fr David Chislett is the Vicar of All Saints, Benhilton

Opportunities to engage with traditionalists in the
Church of Sweden
On Priesthood
Bonds of Friendship: Days of Fellowship for Priests
Bishop Norman Banks, Bishop of Richborough

And yet we cannot altogether escape so; for our religion
is not a simple relation of every soul separately to God, it is a
mystical body in which we are all members one of another.
And in this mystical body it does not suffice that every soul
should be embraced by the thoughts of God; it has also to be
that every soul should, in its thought, embrace the other souls.
For apart from this mutual embracing, it would be unintelligible why we should pray at all, either for the living or for the
departed. Such prayer is nothing but the exercising of our
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Christian’s Acre, Trelleborg. Sweden, 23-25 September 2019
£150 in a shared room, £190 in a single room
Bookings to Sr Gerd: tedeum@telia.com
www.tedeum.se

Christian’s Acre is set in beautiful countryside
in Southern Sweden.
An hour’s easy journey by train from Copenhagen Airport

Secular
Liturgies

Tom Sutcliffe considers European ties

O

ld men inevitably complain,
and if we are living longer we
have more time to complain
and more to complain about. There
seems to be very little sense of history
among the young, or understanding of
quite recent historic experience. It
strikes me as strange that an English
Roman Catholic should be leader of the
Conservative MPs’ group opposed to the
Treaty of Rome (for the UK at least) and
eager to leave the European Union
which seems to me to be all about level
playing fields for trade and collaboration
on ecological necessities. I am only 75
and come from a very military and naval
background. The war dominated my
childhood as it had dominated my parents’ and grandparents’ early adult lives.
Pompey in the mid-1940s was full of soldiers and sailors. War damage fills all my
childish recollections.
Going into Europe, being in Europe
has never been an issue for me. My first
foreign trip was three months in Denmark in summer 1946; my second a trip
by Hurstpierpoint Colege choir to Holland in spring 1957 with me as soloist;
my third an exchange month spent en
famille in Cannes in August 1957, followed by a week in Paris with my mum’s
second cousins Susanne and Paul de
Montgolfier, whose daughter Edith had
visited my maternal grandmother in our
Emsworth home in 1954. My grand-

One year after a bit of tourism took
the train across Italy to Alassio where
one of the elderly Italian cousins lived,
Giorgina Mansel. I spoke practically not
a word of Italian, though my French was
passable. I arrived at Gioegina’s house
only to learn from her maid that she was
down on the beach meeting a couple of

Bishop George Bell, reputation now completely unclouded,
confirmed me in 1955.
friends at their hotel. I left my luggage
and walked down the hill, which was
steep but the beach not far. I had no idea
who would be Giorgina, nor her friends.
But somehow it was all perfectly obvious. There she was, a 67-year-old
(though I had no idea what age she was)
with a couple of rather grand-seeming
English friends: Sir Charles and Lady
Belgrave. He had for over 30 years been
British advisor to the Sheikh of Bahrain.
I did have supper with him once in 1964
in his house in Victoria Road, Kensington - where everything was served by
Arab servants to the clap of his hands.
Giorgina was very sweet to me. Did I
drive, she asked? And I did. Would I go
back up to the house and collect her
Vauxhall Velux and bring it down to the
beach to pick her up. I stayed with her
for about four days. Her married name
came from having had an English hus-

Going into Europe, being in Europe has never been
an issue for me.
mother spent a year in Weimar in 1903
aged 18, being “finished”, and spoke fluent German. Friends she made then included a young army officer Walter
Petzel from Poznan, whose daughter
Inge Bagh remained a close friend of my
mum’s - who also spoke German having
been an au pair in Dresden in the early
1930s, When peace came, communication restarted. Artillery General Petzel
had behaved impeccably in his commands in the East, and had been retired
in January 1945.

Officers’ Resthome at Osborne House
on the Isle of Wight, this was one of the
most positive links I ever had with him.
Mrs Coquelle’s house was full of Chinese
top quality antiques. During the war she
had had to leave it. But fortunately a
German officer who had taken up residence there for a time, later in the war,

band who was a painter from Thame in
Oxon. In some ways the most interesting
encounter of that period in Alassio was
a meeting at the house of an expatriate
friends, Mrs Coquelle, who told me she
had seen my grandfather Tommy
Swayne playing a role in The Pirates of
Penzance in Peking - and indeed my
mother was born in Tientsin and my
grandparents were out there for four
years, as my grandfather was in the
Royal Army Service Corps. Since he had
committed suicide while a patient in the

was a gent and had neither stolen not
broken anything.
I next moved on to Florence where I
went and visited Giorgina’s nephew and
niece Alberto and Anna-Maria and
their daughter Rossana, who I later got
to know well and who taught psychology
at Florence University and took patients
for analysis as well (who she said were
often victims of unhelpful religious upbringing). I think most of my English
cousins never pursued any of these connections. But for me they were a marvellous source of an alternative viewpoint.
My mum and dad were married in 1935
at St Jude’s Southsea by Revd Arthur
Swayne, one of my grandfather’s two
priest brothers. Arthur had been vicar of
St Aidan’s Leeds and married (a very
fashionable Scarborough event) Eva
Margaret a daughter of the pioneering
engineer and industrialist James Kitson,
whose nephew Robert was close to the
artist Frank Brangwyn. The commissioned murals that eventually ended up
as mosaics by Brangwyn make the
church extremely memorable. Kitson
money was well spent. Arthur’s first
cousin William Shuckburgh Swayne was
Bishop of Lincoln from 1920 to 1932.
When Bishop George Bell, reputation
now completely unclouded, confirmed
me in 1955, my mother gave me A Communicant’s Manual by B W Randolph,
Principal of Ely Theological College.
The family tradition was definitely
Anglo-Catholic. But the Kitsons (or certainly Lord Airedale) were Unitarians.
Family and religion are a complex mix.
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touching place
S PETER AD VINCULA, COVENEY, CAMBS

A

n isolated Fenland village to the west of Ely, Coveney has
a 13-14th c. church with nothing to differentiate it from
many others, until the moment that you step inside the
door, when your eye is taken by splashes of colour. We owe these
to the well-known hymn-writer Athelstan Riley, who was patron
of the living from around 1890 until his death in 1945.
The pulpit was picked up by Riley in an antique shop on one
of his continental tours; it bears paintings of Our Lord and the
four Evangelists, as well as Moses and Saint Peter. the inscription
records ‘To the glory of the holy name and for the hearing of God’s word
is this pulpit presented to this house of god by the widow of that blessed
man Captain Fedde Pieffer
the virtuous and god-loving
patron Margarete Bensdatter. Blessed are they who
hear the word of god and
keep it. Luke 11 28. 1706’.
Nothing is known of Fedde and Margarete, nor which church in Friesland was the original home of this baroque treasure. Riley is commemorated upon the screen; his initials AR appear along with those of the
rector (CT for Charles Turner) who designed it in 1896, the year of the
church’s restoration (see the date over the entry to the porch). Up in the
chancel Riley provided five early 16th c. German oak panels at the centre
of the reredos; the Crucifixion is surrounded by the Agony in the Garden, Pilate washing his hands, the Flagellation and Via Crucis.
The benches are solid early 16th c.
examples, but the most singular furnishings are on the south wall of the
nave. In 1930 Riley gave the church a
full-size copy of the chains kept in the
church of San Pietro in Vincoli, in
Rome, which was originally built by
the Empress Eudoxia to house Saint
Peter’s chains that had been presented
to her mother by Iuvenalis, bishop of
Jerusalem.
Map reference: TL489821
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good
and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of
Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.

parish directory
LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Society Parish
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung
Mass 10.30am, Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by refreshments. Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus (direction Golders Green) to
Tudor Gardens Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205 7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place. Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon to Fri 10am - Bible
Study after Mass on Wed. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020
7820 8050 frpaulensor@btconnect.com
LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 9am, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs 10.15am, Fri
12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett - 07929
750054
LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish Church
- St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung 11am; Mon
12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass
apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish
Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
LONDON SE 26 All Saints, Sydenham A Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Grade II listed Church
with stunning Fellowes-Pryne interior. Sunday - 10.30am Solemn
Mass with Sunday School. Weekday Services as advertised. Parish
Priest Fr.Philip Smith 0208 7783065.
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. 6pm (& 5pm Wed) Choral Evensong
(termtime). 7.30pm Mass. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed
7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabriels.com
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, traditional
ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday: Masses
9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed 7pm,
Thur 8am, Fri 12.30pm, Sat 10am. Holy Hour: first and third Fridays 9.30am. Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Fr.Philip
Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418
www.saint-stephen.org.uk
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday Mass:
Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr
Iain Young 020 7228 5340
LONDON Sw19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday Solemn
Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr Christopher
Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce 020 8542 5514 or see
www.allsaintswimbledon.org.uk/
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Office on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper. Sung Mass on the first, second, and third Sundays of the month.
wwwloundworship.co.uk
MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy Family.
A Society Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For other Sunday and
Weekday Services or further information please contact Fr.Paul
Hutchins on 0161 681 3644
MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
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5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175 email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper
01642 824779
NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am. Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287
644047
OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) A Society Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am.
Contact - 01 865 241099 or www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and
discover Oxford’s hidden Comper Church!
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART, ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, wITH ST SIMON, AND ST MARY THE VIRGIN. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
St John, Sunday 11am (sung), Thursday 10am (said); St Mary,
Sunday 9.30am (said), Wednesday 11am (said); St Simon, Tuesday 10am (said). Feast days as appropriate. Pastoral care Fr.S.Philpott. email: frphilpott@gmail.com
email: churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 7pm. St Saviour PO2
8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday 10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 7pm. Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(last Sunday) 5pm. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The
Society. Sunday: Mattins - 10am; Parish Mass with Sunday School
- 10.30am; Evensong - 5.30pm; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Oﬃces and
Daily Mass. Friday Bible Study at 11.30am. Regular study groups,
see our website.. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris 0118 957 2831
www.sgilesreading.org.uk
ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am Parish Mass 10:15am. Solemnities Solemn
Mass 7pm. Fr Luke Irvine-Capel SSC. Rector and Parish Priest
www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
ring road. Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
tunnel. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am. For
further information about the Daily Oﬃce, weekday mass and
confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
01722503123. Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish aﬃliated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the Episopal
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 9.15am with refreshments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction 4.00pm on the
first Sunday of the month. Sunday of the month. Weekday
masses: Monday 2pm Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals times
vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
frdavidstmart@gmail.com
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
SEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM S John, Seaham Harbour
SR7 7SA (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Seaham)
Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School (9.30am Solemn
Mass All Saints & 1st Sun 11.00am Sung Mass S Mary’s) 5.00pm
Solemn Evensong & Benediction (2nd Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri,
Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6.00pm S Johns Thurs, 9.30am All Saints, Sat
10.30am S Mary’s. Exposition of Blessed Sacrament Wed 8.45am
– 9.15am S John’s: Confessions by arrangements with Priests.
Parish of The Society in the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496 Fr Mark Mawhinney 0191 5816774 Fr Chris Collins 0191 5817186.
www.stjohns-seaham.org.uk

SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
(near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: Mass
10.30am. For daily Mass times or further information, contact
Fr.Paul Lockett SSC 01 743 357862
SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass, Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon 10am,
Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions
after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Oﬃce
- 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
STOKE-ON-TRENT, SMALLTHORNE St Saviour. Society. Convenient for Alton Towers & the Potteries. Parish Mass Sunday 11.00am. For details of Children's Church see website.
Weekdays: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 09.30, Wednesday
noon. Contact Fr.Andrew Swift 01 782 827889 frandrew@smallthorne.org www.smallthorne.org
twitter@SSaviours
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed 10.30am, Tues and Thur
7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm.
Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by appointment. Parish Priest: Fr
Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318 www.stmarymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Sunderland ,SR2 9RS. A parish of
the Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Sunday: Parish Mass 10.00 am, Evensong 6.00 pm. (Benediction
last Sunday of the month 6.00 pm). Weekday Masses: Mon, Wed,
Sat 9.30am, Tues 1.00pm, Thurs 7.30, Fri 8.00am. Rosary Mon
5.30 pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm. Contact: Fr David Raine SSC:
0191 5143485, farvad@sky.com
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. For further information please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 6.00pm Saturday S. Mark's (First Mass of Sunday),9.00am
S. Saviour's; 11am S. Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy. Musical tradition. Sunday Services 8,10 & 6.30. Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar, Fr
Adam Burnham SSC, Curate. See website for full details of services and events holytrinitytaunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 9.30am Mass; 11.00am
'The Eleven' Mass with Sunshine Club for children; 4pm Evening
Prayer. Daily Mass: Monday & Thursday 7.30pm; Wednesday
9.30am; Friday 6pm; Saturday 10am & Confessions at 10.30am.
Parish Priest: Fr Simon Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510
TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road. Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
257888 frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am Parish
Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish
Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00 am Weekdays:
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk Contact: Fr Harri
Williams SSC, 01328 821316

Continued on next page
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wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass
9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and Fri
7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a church
beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell SSC: 0121 556
5823 Visit us at www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com
wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and
Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ. Sunday 8:00 am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6:00 pm
Third Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West, visitors welcome. Parish of The Society under the Pastoral Care of The Bishop
of Beverley Parish Priest Fr. Walsh. 0151 632 4728, www.standrewswestKirby.co.uk e-mail: revpeterwalsh@btconnect.com
wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Wed,
Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934
204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934 415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays (usually):
Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school); Informal Eucharist 11.15am; EP & Benediction 5pm (1st Sunday). For times
of daily and Holyday masses see www.stpaulsweymouth.org
or ring parish oﬃce 01305 771217 or
stpweymouth@gmail.com

wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am. Weekday Masses: Thur 12 noon. Contact: Churchwardens: Barbara Smith 01264 720887 or John Purver 01 962
732351 - email: oﬃce@holytrinitywinches ter.co.uk - website:
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

wOLVERHAMPTON St Paul’s, Church Lane, CovenWV9 5DE.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.15am, Wed Low Mass 10.30am.
Other services as announced on the Website. Further details and
information contact Fr Simon Iredale on 01902 791923
stpaulscovenparishoﬃce@gmail.com

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches which
make up The Society parish of the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. HOLY wELL
Saturdays at Noon, summer. Canon Nicholas Turner ssc , Fr.Alex
Ladds ssc 01282 842332 bmtparish.co.uk

Diocesan
Directory
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM Society Parishes Kingstanding St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha
0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark & Saltley St Saviour*
0121 328 9855
FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY Society parishes Deal St
Andrew 01 304 381131, Folkestone St Peter 01303 254472, Harbledown St Michael 01227 479377, Lydden St Mary 01304
208727, Maidstone St Michael 01622 721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 863425, Rough Common St.Gabriel 01227 479377
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, Fr.Stephen Sheridan 01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
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Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151;
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert
Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, Fr Peter Walsh
0151 632 4728

4964; Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr David Hawthorn 0161
682 5106; Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr Robert
Dixon 01942 673519; Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr Philip
Stamp – 0161 205 2879; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution,
Fr.John Wiseman, 01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel,
Resolution Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ
Church, Society, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham
FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
St James with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood –
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
0161 624 4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Tile Hill: St Oswald (Interregnum 07512 1642; Royton St Paul, Society, Vacant contact Tony Hawkins
924401); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr Andrew Cole07792 601295; Salford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161
man 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the Virgin(Fr.Tom Wintle 736 8868; Swinton and Pendlebury Society, Fr Jeremy Sheehy
024 7638 2936).
0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, Society, Fr
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, Fr.Kevin Ball, 01 246 Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary Magdalene, Society,
462192; Derby: St Anne, Churchwarden Alison Haslam 01 332
Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St Crispin, Society, Fr
362392; St Luke, Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332 342806; St
Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
Bartholomew, Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332 342806; Hasland St
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul and Temple Normanton St James vacant 01246 232486; Ilke- Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
ston Holy Trinity, Fr.Tom Barnfather SSC (Associate Priest) 07570
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
597 873; Long Eaton St Laurence, Fr Giles Orton SSC (Assistant Cu- Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, Fr.David
rate) 07768 827101; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St
Lawrence-March 01 983 407928; Portsmouth: St Michael, PaulsColumba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246
grove, Fr Ian Newton 02392 378194; The Ascension, North End,
498603
Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea Holy Spirit,
DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes: AbbotFr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr.Bensham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All jamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Churchwarden 01 Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
626 821956 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392 677150; Great TorMass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Fr.P.Bevan 10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
01805 622166; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacancy 01566 784008;
Higham St John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low
Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Fr.N.Debney 01 626 681259;
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung
Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St Boniface Fr R
Mass; all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 020 8311 6307
Carlton 01803 351866; Plymouth St Peter and the Holy Apostles
Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007; Plymouth Mission Community of Our FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS FiF Recommended Churches
Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, Bedford St Martin, Fr Pimenta 01234 357862; Bushey Heath St
St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424; Hemel Hempstead St Francis,
Hammerfield , Fr Macey 01442 243258; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh
Heart Mission Community Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Mount Gould, Farm, Fr.Brown 01582 512228; Holy Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582
579410; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
Fr.Philpott, e-mail frphilpott@gmail.com; Plymouth Discovery
Mission Community, St Bartholomew, Devonport, St Mark, Ford 583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)
& St Gabriel, Peverell Park Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Torquay St FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Marychurch Fr R Ward 01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
Chapman 01803 327223; Torre All Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
312754
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45amDIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.
Augustine, Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further de- FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
tails of all activities, events etc in both parishes, visit the church Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
web sites www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk and
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
www.parishofhawley.org.uk
Edlington St John the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358;
Goldthorpe SS John and Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709
FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville
Fr.Michael Fish 01283 229072; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton
St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker
Lumby 0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572
820181; St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Mon- 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John
sell , vacant, contact Fr.Philip O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; Narborough the Baptist, Fr. Morrison 01 709 582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr
Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470; Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Pay 07530921952; New Bentley Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson
01302 875266; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly 0116 240 2215
New Rossington St Luke, Fr.Leal 01 302 864304; Ryecroft: St
FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy Trinity, Fr.AnGroup (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
drew Lee 01 709 921257; Doncaster Ss Leonard & Jude (with St
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheﬃeld: St Bernard, Southey
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston)
Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114 2493916; St
contact Mrs.L.Forman 01205 354687; Wainfleet Group (SkegCatherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles 0114 2399598; St
ness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All Saints (Kirton) Fr Blanch
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
01205 624128. Non-petitioning parishes information: South Lin- times, etc)
colnshire- Fr Martin 07736 711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble
FiF SOUTHAMPTON Society parishes (under the episco- tba
pal care of the Bishop of Richborough) welcome you: St
LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF LEEDSBelle Isle St
Barnabas, Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road) Sunday:
John and St Barnabas, Priest in Charge, Fr Chris Buckley CMP
Solemn Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Fr
01132 717821, also priest with pastoral responsibility for the
Barry Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity, Millbrook (Oﬀ A33 city
Parish of Hunslet St Mary. Cross Green St Hilda, Fr.Darren Percival centre road from M271) Sunday: Solemn Mass10am, Midweek
SSC 07960 555609. Harehills St Wilfrid, Fr Terry Buckingham SSC: Mass and other service details from Churchwarden 077090
01943 876066, Sunday Mass 10am
22080
FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, Soci- DIOCESE of TRURO - FIF Recommended Parishes FALMOUTH:
ety, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe AsSt. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, vacant, contact Miss
cension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton B.A.Meade, 01 326 212865; PENRYN: St. Gluvius, Fr.S.Wales –
St Mark, Society Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
01326 378638; TRURO: St. George, Fr. C. Epps – 01 872 278595
Holy Family, Society, Jacqui Weir, Churcwarden - 07974 340682;
Glodwick St Mark, Society, Fr Graham Hollowood 0161 624

Chrism Masses 2019
Bishops of The Society will be celebrating the following
Chrism Masses:
Richborough
Richborough
Beverley

Wednesday 10 April
Saturday 13 April
Sunday 14 April

7.30 pm
11.00 am
6.00 pm

Burnley
Wakefield
Beverley
Ebbsfleet
Richborough
Fulham
Beverley
Ebbsfleet
Chichester
Richborough
Ebbsfleet
Beverley

Sunday 14 April
Sunday 14 April
Monday 15 April
Monday 15 April
Monday 15 April
Tuesday 16 April
Tuesday 16 April
Tuesday 16 April
Tuesday 16 April
Tuesday 16 April
Wednesday 17 April
Wednesday 17 April

6.00 pm
6.00 pm
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
11.00 am
11.30 am
11.30 am
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
11.30 am
12.00 noon

Richborough

Wednesday 17 April

12.00 noon

St Hugh, Eyres Monsell,
Leicester
Portsmouth Cathedral
St Aidan, Grangetown,
Sunderland
St Paul, Adlington
St Peter, Horbury
St Helen, Carlin How
Bristol Cathedral
Chelmsford Cathedral
St Andrew, Holborn
Manchester Cathedral
Exeter Cathedral
Chichester Cathedral*
Canterbury Cathedral
Lichfield Cathedral
St Catherine of Sienna,
Sheffield
Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham

Bishops of
e Society
The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

*with renewal of ministerial vows - for all the clergy of the Diocese of Chichester.

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 / 07834 20631
bishop.tony@leeds.anglican.org

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)
The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(formerly Bishop of Popondota)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
UK: £30
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAyMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)
* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£20 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£40 for 2 months
£40 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 386624
email silver43mike@gmail.com
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classifieds
CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com
EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. Under
the Episcopal Care of Bishop of Richborough. Individuals and small groups welcome.
Private Chapel and spacious rooms for day
visits, disabled facilities, self-catering flat.
Contact the Warden, ERH Church Lane
Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS. 01 778 591358.
edenhamoﬃce@ gmail.com
SCARBOROUGH - Modernised house, in quiet
location, available for holiday lets on Northern edge of Scarborough. Close to Yorkshire
Moors and Cleveland Way. Sleeps 5. O.A.P.
Clergy discount. Regret no pets and not suitable for children under 8 years. For details
call: 01653 628115.

