
The Society Website 
 

Presentation by the Revd Robert Hart 
 
In relation to development of The Society, Dr Podmore has commented that ‘Rome 
wasn’t built in a day’.  Regarding the Society’s website, we could similarly say that 
Rome's website wasn't built in a day either!  In fact the current version of the Society's 
website went live about this time last year, and since then it has continued to evolve 
and expand, and in truth we actually started work on it back in March 2013. 
 
Design concept 
 
Having worked with Brian Beddowes of Brighteyes Design on the current generation 
of PEV websites, we engaged his services to help us build something bold and new 
for the Society.  This enabled us to create something that had a familiar relationship 
with the sites that the Catholic Bishops were using to support their ministry, but it also 
meant we could develop in quite a different direction for the unique purposes of the 
Society.  From the outset we were conscious that the site would be used to 
communicate something of the life of The Society to those beyond the constituency as 
well as being a resource to those individuals, clergy, parishes and congregations who 
increasingly would be looking to The Society as the means of ‘Providing ministry, 
sacraments and oversight which we can receive with confidence’, as our strap-line 
puts it. 
 
About Us 
 
Accordingly the About Us section is very carefully worded to clearly articulate what 
we are and what we’re not.  An ecclesial body not a membership organisation, for 
example. 
 
News 
 
Colin has already explained that one of the first aspects of The Society life to have 
been organised was the Council of Bishops.  Inevitably therefore the News section of 
the site thus far has mainly focused upon the ministry of our Catholic Bishops. 
However, it is hoped that this will broaden out as parishes affiliate with the Society 
and so on.  Incidentally The Society’s News page has an RSS Feed so that you can 
easily subscribe from within your browser or smartphone and never miss the latest 
headline. 
 
Bishops 
 
Not surprisingly the Bishops section contains contact and biographical details of each 
of the Council of Bishops and the Retired Bishops of the Society.  This now includes 
links to their social media streams.  Did you know that five (exactly half) of our 
current Council of Bishops regularly use Social Media to spread the word about their 
ministry? And Fr Philip North is an avid Tweeter too!  Don’t believe them if anybody 
tells you our catholic bishops are dinosaurs!   
 



Dioceses 
 
The Dioceses section contains a profiles for each Diocese in the Church of England.  
Here you'll find out which of the Bishops of the Society is responsible for episcopal 
oversight of Society life in that diocese.  You'll also find the contact details of the 
Bishop’s Representative for that Diocese and there you'll find the link to the local 
website, where it exists.  
 
The Rest 
 
Other feature of the site include the inevitable Gallery of photos, a Download section 
to house various useful resources and a Links page to show how we're connected to 
the rest of the Catholic Movement. There’s a page where you can download the latest 
as well as the previous editions of Together.  RooT (Religious of Orthodox Tradition) 
have a simple page which show that The Society includes members of Religious 
Communities and it also provides a convenient link to their own website too. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Looking to the future: Colin explained that registration of Affiliated Parishes will 
begin in January.  Once those registrations are processed, their details will be entered 
into the database of parishes on the website.  Similarly the kinds of resources Dr 
Newcombe will talk about in a moment will no doubt be made available via the 
website too.  From September 2010 there has been fairly active Facebook Group.  In 
the not too distant future we're hoping that there'll be some developments here too.  
 
Thank you, Forward in Faith for funding all of this.  Without that funding this 
essential resource for The Society would not have been possible.   
 
 


